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MARY’S DAIRY DIARY - APRIL 2008

Apral s bluebelt tme, that delicaie fiyacinth smell suddenly brought to you on a breath of wind,
A@nd there is the giorious unbelievably blue carpet. In our Devon woods, we very often get
wilii garlic, stinking lity as it's called. alongside - s0 you catch the bluebell smell, then you're
it {he middle of wild garlic - never mind, it makes a lovely soup. the beauliful white star
flowors a pungent addition to landscape and food.

The song birds are all in full twitter. competing for territory to the enefit of our ears We've a
couple of woodpeckers that come to our bird feeders — the greater spotted ones. with a flash
of red on their chest  |ove the 'yaffle {augh of the green woodpeckers as they fly to a new
tree then therr crazy drilling wito wood that echoes across the valley

CROPS - are an ther dizzying race for growth after the slow progress of early

spring  Everywhere we look fields and hedgerows. the warm sun and rain has things grow
almost visibly  We feed this crazy growth ta allow the plants to develop roots 1o go down to
beat the dry times. it s that as much as strong clean leaf growth thal feeds the developing
ears. st buned deep inside the plants. More leaf makes more root that dinks to drive growth
- ‘plants only drnk as my father says

MAIZE - We've planted a litle maize as a good backup feed for cows grazing next winter —
ploughed in March. seeds dalled in April, just out of the ground so quickly, giving a pale green
shimmer aver our red soil. B seems impossible that it overtake the grass —in a cold spell
it sit looking miserable. It's a sub-tropical plant like sugar cane that uses light to grow more
efficiently than our temperate plants. but it doesnt like to grow until the soil is at 10o(, -~ grass
and wheat are happy 1w grow at 50C Soif it's ¢oid it sulks. buthf it's warm i roars away.

o~ ACC 1 b ofar mrae e n e Facms memaier s alenmat all oo e o nild Alimeakas o amc om
AIMAY O B LIS 2Ll LU WD WD EQ TTE, MWD RAVY A Thd T2l il ¥eoal N AT THTE Wi gdl &, i il our
well on our nich niver valley soiis  We graze the cows in just the right size of paddock for them

1y 2al all the grass down inone sitting then leave it to do that amazing thing - a hatf inch of
naw growth avernight from the root reserves pale green sweet and soft. We leave that to
drive the next cycle of growth. If you eat that {and it is 50 sweet and juicy. even edible by
prople. and selected by animals) the roots have nothing left to bump start growth. and leaves
develap more slowly  In April. you've got sa much growth you hardly notice it if you miss
some but over a season it makes a big difference. From chasing around to find the next ot
of grass tor the cows as we were in March, the challenge is to keep it well enolgh grazed
down so it grows cleandy rext time. Imagine sticking your nose into left-overs from 3 weeks
ago - so we try to keep the sward clean and grazed down each time we graze, so the cows
are sticking their noses into new sweet growth for every bite. Sometimes we need to cut a
field to tidy it up, or leave it to be cut for silage next month f the growth has really outstripped
the cows

COWS - arethe star animals, which turn all that lovely grass into milk. harvesting it
funinating it so their rumen bugs break down the cellulose — the stalky bits that are left if you
chew a blade of grass, then turning into thiat magical milk. The cows are looking well —it's
pand off to feed them a milking ration in the 3 weeks before they calved in February. They
were used to the food, and ate well in therr fower appetite days after caiving, so it's really
pleasing how shiny and even sleek they are lnoking - fresh calved cows can easily look
starey-coated and gaunt if they've lost toe much weight. Now. 80 soon after calving. they
start coming up 1o their peak milk. and alsa the time to check whethar they are ready to get
hack i calf next month - The natural annual cycle of peak milk to co-ncide with peak grass
growth and ther human-lengih pregnancies demands that we need to get them in calfin
May So this month we check themm over, to make sure they have cleansad themselves after
calving, and the vet has seen to any dirty cows, giving them a 'wash-out’ of their wombs. A
cow doesn't narmally get seriously il from this. as a person would, but she won't get in calf.
s no milk next year. Touch wood, they mostly seem very clean. again suggesting we got the
mineral balance and feed right before calving,
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CROSSLINKS

Daniel and Rosie Button
Prayer Update April 2008

Dienr Al

Thank you for your prayers over the past month. We hope you had a happy if snowy Easter. On Palm Sunday we
drove into Kampala fo go to church because our good friends [(who | used 1o wark with in Zamsa years ago, and
who now live here {grest!)) were having their itlle boy Sam dedicated at their church Almost all the way along the
main road to Kampala, there were fall frondy palm branches being waved as people made ther way 10 ther
services, Whenever we drove past a church [there are many along the wayside), peenng inio the windows you
could see a forest of patms baing brandished atoul, and even many of the matatus and boda-bodas (motorbse
laxis} had palm branches atlached o their handlebars or roofs |1 really fell ke a celebration making our way 1o the
captal — very approprale Inthe same way as the people of Jerusalem all those yvears ago, it fell as though he
whole of Kampala was singing Hosanna that mormeng, yet continuing to put Jesus on the cross in &l the very many
ways  Bul it was @ joyiul dove to church’

fbngal and Alex have had a two week school holiday, much enfoyed Dy ali. The highlight was @ VERY wet camping
trip, where, having eventually managed to go to sleep in spite of raging wind, thunder, rain and kghining flashing
amund us in cirches, we all woke up with soggy matiresses and soaking pajamas  We had had good fun
swirnming and fishing the day before and the chifdren ook it all in ther strde.  Rosie however needad many Cups
of tea to recover.

Thanks

= The retreat for Dan's depariment wenl really weli. The futors had the time of thesr ves by all accounts,
listing as highlghis. playing featball, great fellowship, riding the donkeys at the Entebbe wildiife park,
swinging on the swings, enjoying the beach, visiing another local unwersity, wonderful worship fime,
bonding togelher in sple of being from many different tribal backgrounds, and some insmnng 2iks an
“Teaching with and for a Difference.” We thank God that i was such a refresning and encouraging tme.
Dan was encouraged to see the "leam” bending logether so well

»  Rick Warren jwriter of the Purpose Drive Life) came o Uganda for some meetngs, and Dan was able o
take a small group of the fulors to a dinner to hear him speak, along with the Archbishop, many Ugandan
church leaders. iwo Ugandan generals, Lhe head of Minisiry of Finance and Ine head of the Uganda
Revenss Authority and Bank of Uganda 1t was an inspiring sesswon for many. W gather than the Church of
Liganda 1 planning fa do some form of the Purpose Driven Lite coursa this yead, haopng 10 draw n he
leaders of some of these institubions — with the exciting vision of a "Purpose Drven Nation™!

Frayer points

« The Ugandan tax authorities (the URA) are thraatening Lo treat the uneversity as a profit-making business
and levy @ 30 % corporation tax on our “prafils” 1@ capital expenddures. The adminisiration is hokding
meatings with them to try 1o sor this oul @s 1his would be a huge disruption to the university Fiease pray
for @ queck resclution of s senous maller

= The students Bre aboul ta starl thair exams. Please pray for them to do their best! We espacialiy ask prayer
for the Theology sludents who are writing their final exams at this lene We had a good lareweldl celebration
for the 3™ years, on a spot in the coliege grounds where during the Idi Amin years a group of Amin's
soldiers were bombed and kiked. Alfred the Dean used this 2s a motif for “burying any differences studenis
and staff have had, repenting and being reconciled”’. Please conlinue to pray for good refaticnships
betwean members of the iheology facully

«  Our friend Peace who many of you have prayed for has very sadly suffered another bereavement Her
mother died very suddenly, back al home in Bushenyl, of nigh blocd pressure, Feace |s beanng up but sne
is finding it very hard Plaase pray for her and for her children Martha and Divine as they come (o lemms
with yel ancther loss 14 members of Dan's depariment, where Peace works, went 10 supparl ner at ine
funera and bunal,

e As | write we still wait for news from Zimbabwe Please keep praying for that counfry and our former
students and friends thens

With love and prayers,
Roste, Dan, Abigall and Alex



Devon h Monthly News
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‘A Grand Western Weekend’

A flotilla of boats will take to the open roads of Mid Devon this spring. Their
crews will steer a steady course on dry land to the Grand Western Canal
which has been chosen to host the 2008 Inland Waterways Association
National Trailboat Festival for the first time.

It's the main event in the calendar for enthusiasts of trailboats - the name
given to those inland waterway pleasure craft which can be towed by a four
wheel drive or similar vehicle and launched from slipways. The event is
staged at a different waterway venue each year.

This prestigious gathering of up to 50 such craft from all parts of the British
Isles will be part of a two-day ‘Grand Western Weekend' over the Spring Bank
holiday on Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th May. It aims to raise the profile of
the Grand Western Canal and expects to attract around 3,000 visitors each
day.

It will also celebrate the restoration work done over recent years to transform
the once disused 11 mile stretch of history-steeped waterway and its towpaths
into a haven for boaters, walkers, cyclists and anglers. The canal is a wildlife-
rich corridor, teeming with wildflowers, birdlife and dragonflies leading to the
Country Park achieving Local Nature Reserve status in 2005.

The canal and countryside fair will offer lots of attractions for boaters and
gongoozlers (a canal boater's name for an onlooker) alike - craft and trade
shows, local food, roving entertainers, jazz and folk bands, real ale bar,
children's games, boat trips, a boat handling competition, and much more.

Conveniently, it all happens at the point where the canal passes the Mid
Devon Showground near Halberton so there will be plenty of space for the
attractions and car parking as well as for pre-booked overnight visitors to pitch
their tents and caravans. There’ll be buses from Tiverton and local visitors
can get to the event by taking a pleasant stroll or cycle along the canal.

The fleet assembled for the annual gathering of trailboats will include the
popular fibreglass Wilderness boats together with other trailable canal boats,
cruisers and smaller launches.

Originally built in the early 1800's to transport limestone from Westleigh
Quarries to Tiverton, the Grand Western, in Devon was intended as a branch



waterway for a main canal linking the Bristol Channel and English Channel -
but that grandiose scheme was eventually sunk by lack of funds.

The coming of the railway signalled the beginning of the end for the Grand
Western as a commercial waterway and it fell into disrepair until the Devon
section of the canal was purchased by Devon County Council in 1971.

Over the last five years the navigable section of the canal in Devon has
benefited from an extensive dredging programme and new slipway, built by
volunteers and located conveniently close to the M5. The stretch runs
between Tiverton Canal Basin and the hamlet of Lowdwells close to the
Somerset border, passing serenely by Halberton, Sampford Peverell and
Burlescombe through fine Devon countryside with spellbinding views of the
Blackdown Hills. Much of the restoration work has been funded by Devon
County Council and Mid Devon District Council.

Although it is now an "unconnected” waterway which does not link up with any
other canal or river system, the Grand Western is home to an increasing
number of privately owned craft - including a 55 foot narrow boat which is
available for hire. The canal has no locks - making it easier to navigate.

During the Grand Western Weekend, waterway enthusiasts will be able to
explore more than a mile of newly opened waterway near Burlescombe where
a series of fascinating historic structures, including limekilns and wharves,
have been uncovered and restored by the IWA's Waterways Recovery Group,
the Grand Western Canal Trust and the County Council's Canal Ranger
Service which is organising the big Bank Holiday weekend event.

Mark Baker, Grand Western Canal Manager, said: " Being chosen to host the
National Trailboat Festival has given us a wonderful opportunity to organise a
weekend that will raise awareness of what the canal has to offer for boaters
and many others.

"It will also promote other waterways in the South West currently enjoying a
renaissance, such as the Exeter Ship Canal, the Bude Canal and the
Somerset waterways. The weekend will celebrate all the work done by many
people to improve the Grand Western Canal for all users.”

For more information about the National Trailboat Festival and the Grand
Western Weekend visit the web site
http://www.devon.gov.uk/grandwesternweekend. You can also phone Mark
Baker on 01884 254072 or email mark.baker@devon.gov.uk

Source: Environment,' Economy & Culture
Date: 02 April 08 ‘
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