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NORTH KENN MISSION COMMUNITY 

 
 

 SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 2014 
 

Sunday October 5th 
 

9.00 am  Whitestone   Holy Communion     Revd Martin Wood 
9.30 am  Holcombe Burnell Harvest Communion    Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.00 am Tedburn St Mary  Family Service    Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm  Pathfinder Village Harvest Praise       Canon Geoffrey Moore       
6.00 pm  Cheriton Bishop  Harvest Songs of Praise Revd Martin Wood 

          
Sunday October 12th 
  

9.30 am  Holcombe Burnell Holy Communion           Canon John Tutton 
9.30 am  Whitestone    Parish Communion       Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.00 am  Cheriton Bishop     Family Service                  Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm  Pathfinder   Fellowship and Prayer 
6.00 pm Tedburn St Mary  Harvest Praise             Revd Martin Wood 

 
Sunday  October 19th 
 

9.00 am Tedburn St Mary  Holy Communion            Revd Martin Wood 
9.30 am  Cheriton Bishop  Parish Communion    Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.00 am Whitestone   Family Service          Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm Oldridge    Harvest Evensong    Revd Martin Wood 
6.00 pm Holcombe Burnell Evensong       Revd Martin Wood     

    
Sunday October 26th 
 

8.00 am  Cheriton Bishop  Holy Communion   Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30 am  Tedburn St Mary  Parish Communion   Canon John Tutton  
11.00 am  Holcombe Burnell Family Service    Lay led 
3.00 pm  Pathfinder   United Service 
3.00 pm Whitestone   Evening Prayer    Lay led  
 
 
 
Every Thursday  
10.30 am  Pathfinder   Holy Communion (BCP) 
    October 2nd    Revd Martin Wood 
    October 9th     Revd Martin Wood 
    October 16th    Revd Martin Wood 
    October 23rd    Revd Martin Wood 
    October 30th    Canon Geoffrey Moore 
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DAILY OFFICE (MATTINS AND EVENSONG) 
Martin will be saying the Daily Office (Mattins and Evensong) in each of the churches once a week at 
9.00 am and 3.00 pm as follows:   
 Tuesday:  Holcombe Burnell    Wednesday: Tedburn St. Mary 
 Thursday:  Cheriton Bishop    Friday:   Whitestone 
He will be very pleased to see anyone who wishes to join him or speak to him at these times as well. 
 

FROM THE RECTOR 

 
Seeds and weeds 

 
Bible readings in church on Sundays have recently included two parables, that of the sower 
(Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43) and the one about the wheat and the weeds (Matthew 13: 31-33,  
44-52). What makes these parables unusual is that Jesusô disciples ask him to explain the 
meaning of the stories.  Jesus gives an explanation of them, so there is no doubt as to what 
they refer and what they mean.  
 
In the first parable of the sower, where the seed lands determines how well it survives.  Jesus 
tells us that the seed represents the word of God.  The seed fails when it lands on the path, the 
rocky ground or among weeds. We are told that the path represents those who have hardened 
their hearts, the rocky ground is where people have shallow roots and wither away.  Lastly the 
weedy ground represents the temptations of the world that stifle Godôs word and the plants die.  
It is only in the good ground that the seed survives and multiples amazingly.  It has been  
interesting to see the crops grow impressively to give a good harvest this year.  We should  
never take for granted the hard work of our farmers and Godôs generous provision. 
 
The second parable of the weeds and wheat is more sinister in plot. The enemy sabotages the 
crop by planting weeds amongst the wheat in the middle of the night.  Jesus tells us that the  
enemy is the devil. The servants are quick to volunteer to pull up the offending weeds.  As we 
look at our world today it is clear that evil is still sown and people get caught up in misguided 
religious zeal.  This year the dark spectre of ethnic cleansing and religious genocide has come 
back into sharp focus. It is hard to comprehend the total disregard for the human rights of  
another person and that there are people who believe in a god that wants to remove other belief 
systems through murder.  When we return to the parable of the weeds and wheat the owner has 
faith in his good seed and realises that pulling the weeds will ultimately damage the good seed.  
He is happy to let things be sorted out at the harvest time when the weeds and the wheat can 
be easily sorted.  Jesus brings into our world a message of Godôs love and patience. The God 
that Jesus reveals is not vengeful and easily angered into rash actions. There is a message of 
forgiveness and reconciliation which brings hope and healing into the world. 
 
Sadly our world still has all the marks of hasty judgements and selfish actions which are  
discordant with the Jesusô parables. Jesusô example to reach out a hand to help the  
marginalised and the outcast is in stark contrast to where people are driven from their homes 
and chased into the mountains to be murdered or die of starvation. The presence of evil cannot 
be denied and the need for good to prevail is the prayer of our hearts.  A good first step is to be 
receptive to Godôs word and to follow Jesusô example. That brings back light and hope for our 
world. 

Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY 01647 24119 (Tuesday to Sunday) 
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The last date for  contributions to the 
November 2014 Parish Magazine is 

Thursday 16th October 
Please send articles to Jock Kirkpatrick 

2 Merrymeet, Whitestone 
kirkpatrick@eclipse.co.uk 

THANKS 
 

John & Ruth Hutchinson would like to thank Dr. Jane 
very much indeed for organising the lovely farewell party 
for us on August 9th, and to thank those who took so 
much trouble in providing the delicious food and 
refreshment. And also we much appreciated the number 
who turned up or sent messages to wish us well. 
 

We have the happiest memories of our thirty years at 
Heath Barton, a time when our children grew up into 
adulthood, and during which we made so many friends 
through the various activities in which we were involved, 
and it was not without some sadness that we came to 
the point where we felt it was time to move. 
 

We are settling in at Budleigh Salterton and will 
welcome any who would care to pay us a visit. Our 
address is 3 Park Lane (which we are going to rename 
"Little Heath"), and at last we have a telephone number - 
01395 445625. 
 
Please give us a ring and come and sample the sea air! 
 

John and Ruth. 

 
CHURCH WALL AT TOP OF CHURCH LANE 
 

It was noticed that the wall of St Catherineôs Church 
at the top of Church Lane was beginning to bow 
dangerously towards the road.   
 

Remedial work has started with the partial demolition 
of the wall.  All stones have been stored for later  
replacement when the wall is rebuilt. 
 

The work is halted at present awaiting the visit by 
experts to assess the problem of possible  
disturbance of ancient graves that may be close to 
the wall. 
 
 

     
          Stephen Heathcote 
         Property Surveying 
 
                Building Surveys  

    struth@talktalk.net                Planning applications  

    stephenheathcote.com                 Architectural design  

    07711 047372            Defect & Repair Advice  

    01647 270093             Options appraisals 

              Contract Administration 

 Your Local       Maintenance Planning 

         Chartered Building Surveyor  

HARVEST PRAISE AT ST. CATHERINEôS 
 
Harvest Festival will take the form of HARVEST 
PRAISE on Sunday 28

th 
September at 6.00 pm. 

Decorating the church will be done on Saturday,  
27
th
 September from 9.30 am. Please check with the 

list from St Petrockôs when deciding what to bring 
and donate. Flowers etc. always welcome in addition. 
There is no Harvest Supper this year 


