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Priest in Charge 
 

Reverend Martin Wood, The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop  EX6 6HY  01647 24119 
(Tuesday to Saturday) 

 
 

Whitestone and Oldridge Churchwarden 
 

Dr. Jane Richards, Quarryfield House, Whitestone (01392 811492) 

 
 
 

MARCH 2011 Price 40p 

St. Catherine’s Church, WhitestoneSt. Catherine’s Church, WhitestoneSt. Catherine’s Church, WhitestoneSt. Catherine’s Church, Whitestone    



NORTH KENN BENEFICE 
 

 SERVICES FOR MARCH 2011 
 
Sunday March 6

th
 

8.0 am  Whitestone   Holy Communion        Canon John Tutton 
9.30 am  Holcombe Burnell Parish Communion          Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.0 am  TedburnSt Mary      Family Service           Revd Martin Wood 
3.0 pm  Pathfinder Village Holy Communion           Revd Martin Wood 
6.0 pm  Cheriton Bishop  Evening Prayer           Revd Martin Wood 
 
Wednesday March 9

th
    Ash Wednesday 

10.30 am Pathfinder   Holy Communion   Revd Martin Wood 
7.30 pm  Whitestone   Holy Communion      Revd Martin Wood 
       
Sunday March 13

th
    

9.30 am  Holcombe Burnell Holy Communion           Revd Martin Wood 
9.30 am  Whitestone   Parish Communion       Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.0 am  Cheriton Bishop     Family Service                  Revd Martin Wood          
3.0 pm  Pathfinder   Fellowship and Prayer 
3.0 pm  Tedburn St Mary  Evening Prayer   Revd Martin Wood 
 
Saturday March 19

th
  

6.0 pm    Whitestone Parish Hall   Saturday Surprise    Revd Martin Wood 
 
Sunday March 20

th
 

8.0 am  Tedburn St Mary  Holy Communion   Canon John Tutton 
9.30 am  Cheriton Bishop  Parish Communion  Revd Tim Gorringe 
3.0 pm  Pathfinder   Evensong    Lay led 
6.0 pm  Holcombe Burnell Evensong    Revd Martin Wood 
 
Sunday March 27

th
   

8.0 am  Cheriton Bishop  Holy Communion   Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30 am  Tedburn St Mary  Parish Communion  Revd Martin Wood 
11.0 am  Holcombe Burnell Family Service   Revd Martin Wood 
3.0 pm  Pathfinder   United Service 
6.0 pm  Whitestone      Evening Prayer        Revd Martin Wood 
 
8.0 pm  Holcombe Burnell Compline    Revd Martin Wood 
 
Thursdays   3rd, 17th, 24th, and 31st           
10.30 am  Pathfinder        Holy Communion (BCP)      Revd Martin Wood 



FROM THE RECTOR 
 

Getting ready for Easter through Lent 
 
I was recently asked a question in response to my deliberations on the movement of the date of 
Easter. The question was  
 
“When did Good Friday fall on Boxing day?”  
 
I was suitably confused and surprised. I will give you to the end of the article to work out the 
answer! 
 
As you can see Easter has now come into focus, but in readiness to enjoy Easter we move into 
the Season of Lent. It starts on Ash Wednesday on 9th March. The ash in Ash Wednesday refers 
to the sign of the cross made in ash on the forehead of a person wanting to show a turning away 
from wrong doing and coming back to God. Where does this originate from?  In the Old 
Testament several characters like Job and in the story of Jonah, the King of Nineveh wear 
sackcloth and ashes as a visible sign of turning back to God.  Jesus also refers to this when he 
speaks about unrepentant towns who have failed to change their ways. 
 
“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you had been 
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes.” Matthew 11 
vs. 21  
 
The use of ashes is only recorded in the 10th and 11th century for admitting the penitent in 
readiness for baptism or for re-admittance into the church at Easter.  By the middle ages the 
Season of Lent was seen not about getting ready to join the church but as a focus on Jesus’ 
sacrifice for our sins and our renewed commitment to living the Christian life.  It was at this time 
that the whole church, not just new or returning disciples, used Lent as a time to prepare for 
Easter. We are encouraged to prepare by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, 
and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God's holy word. It is worth observing that in 
the list of seven activities self denial is just one of them.  Self denial is often more connected with 
Lent than the others. The other six are equally important. I would encourage us all to try and get 
realigned with God and use this time of getting ready to adjust our lives into God’s way. We are 
challenged to follow Jesus’ example.  This brings both times of trial but also brings hope and light 
to those around us. 
 
The answer is 1899. A horse named Good Friday fell in a race at Wolverhampton on the 26th 
December (Boxing Day) that year. 
 
Thankfully Christmas does not come in the same week as Easter!  But Christmas hails the birth of 
a new hope and awareness of God.  Good Friday brings despair and death.  Easter Sunday 
brings new life to which we are invited. They are all interconnected, not by a calendar but by the 
life of Jesus. 
 
 

Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop 01647 24119 (Tuesday to Sunday) 

 

 

 

DAILY OFFICE (MATTINS AND EVENSONG) 
Martin will be saying the Daily Office (Mattins and Evensong) in each of the churches once a week at 
9.00 am and 3.00 pm as follows:   
 Tuesday:  Holcombe Burnell    Wednesday: Tedburn St. Mary 
 Thursday:  Cheriton Bishop    Friday:  Whitestone 
He will be very pleased to see anyone who wishes to join him or speak to him at these times as well. 



WOMENS WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 
 

Prepared this year by Christian Women in Chile 

 
FRIDAY 4

th
 MARCH 2011 
 
 

TEDBURN ST MARY METHODIST HALL 
2:30 p.m. 

 
 

PATHFINDER VILLAGE CHURCH 
 

11 a.m. 
 

Lent Course 2011 
 

  
 
 
 

Picturing the Passion 
 
The Lent course will be led by Tim Gorringe who will be 
looking at what we can learn about God’s work of 
redemption through Western art. The first week we will 
look at pictures by Grunewald and Otto Dix; week two, 
by Bosch, Corregio and Francis Bacon; week three by 
Rembrandt; week four by Stanley Spencer and Chagall. 
The course will run for four evenings on a Wednesday 
at 7.30pm. It will rotate around the villages. 
 

Wednesday 16th March 7.30pm 
Spalding Hall, Cheriton Bishop 

 
Wednesday 30th March 7.30pm 

John Bromell Room, Tedburn St. Mary Village Hall 
 

Wednesday 6th April 7.30pm 
The Billiard Room, Whitestone Parish Hall 

 
Wednesday 13th April 7.30pm 

The Lounge, Longdown Village Hall  

ASH WEDNESDAY 
BENEFICE SERVICE 

 
March 9th 

 
Pathfinder  10:30 am 

St Catherine’s Church  7:30 pm 



CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL 
 

We will be revising the Church Electoral Roll 
prior to the AGM on the 24th March 2011. 

 
If you wish to join the existing Roll, please 

 complete the application form 
by the 2nd March 2011 

 
and return to: 

 
 Mrs. J. Thomas, 2 Barton Cottages, 

Whitestone, Exeter  EX4 2LB 
 

Forms are available from the Church Table, 
Dr Richards or Mrs Thomas. 

Dear Martin, 
 

Robin, my brother John and I, indeed all the family, 
wish to express our profound gratitude for all the 
help and support given by you, and by so many 
others, at the funeral of my late mother, Judy 
Lemon. 
 

We were very moved by the beautiful flowers in the 
church and in the village hall.  The food was indeed 
“to die for!”.  It was a wonderful and generous 
gesture from the community which she so loved. 
 

There can be no greater tribute to her many friends 
in Whitestone than to be able to say, as many did, 
“Judy would have loved it”. 
 

Thank you all for everything that you did at this 
most difficult time. 
 

Yours sincerely, 
 

Suzie Harding. 

What’s on the Menu 
 
Have a cup of tea or coffee? 
We share a drink with our friends, family, neighbours, 
visitors.... Having a cup of tea or coffee together is a 
major part of our lives and relationships. 
We drink 165 million cups of tea a day - and about 70 
million cups of coffee. The coffee trade is second only to 
the oil trade. 
But the men and women who grow our tea and coffee 
are paid very little. 
Spend £1.65 on a cappuccino and only 1- 4p of that 
goes to the coffee farmer struggling to feed and educate 
his children. 
Buying and selling is a relationship too. When we buy 
and drink tea and coffee we are relating to the people 
who grow the key ingredients whether it is the Devon 
farmers who produce milk or farmers overseas who grow 
our tea and coffee. 
People often ask why God doesn't step in to prevent 
suffering. When the disciples came to Jesus to tell him 
the crowd were hungry, Jesus said 'You feed 
them!' (Mark 6:34-44). 
Many times God gives us the responsibility to help. We 
have many opportunities to do good and relieve 
suffering. Choosing Fairtrade tea, coffee and sugar and 
Devon milk everyday is just one of them. 
In Devon we are acutely aware that our farmers need 
support. The Bible says "The fields of the poor may 
produce abundant food, but injustice sweeps it 
away" (Proverbs 13:23) and many local farmers feel this 
is true here as well as in the developing world. The 
buying power of the big supermarkets puts local farming 
livelihoods at risk. There are some claims that local milk 
is now cheaper than water. 
So here in the Diocese of Exeter we encourage people 
to choose local seasonal produce and Fairtrade supplies 
when they can. 

Sally Farrant 
Council for Church and Society 

 

Recipe for Kwarezimal  
Traditional Maltese Lenten cake to eat during Lent 
 
"Kwarezimal" is a derivative of Quadragesima - forty days.  
  
400 g ground almonds         30 ml FAIRTRADE Cocoa 
150 g self raising flour         30 ml rose water  
  150 g FAIRTRADE Caster Sugar  
  a little FAIRTRADE runny honey  
  a few FAIRTRADE chopped almonds  
   
1. Mix together the ground almonds, flour, sugar and  

cocoa. 
2. Add the rose water and enough water to make a  
 soft mixture. 
3. Form into a thick sausage and flatten until about  
 2 cm thick. 
4. Place on a greased baking sheet and bake in a 
 moderate oven (Gas Mark 5, 190ºC) for 15 
 minutes. 
6. Remove from oven and brush with honey. 
7. Sprinkle chopped almonds on top and return to 
 the oven for another 10 minutes. 
8. When ready take out from oven, and when 
 thoroughly cooled place in an airtight tin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHURCH HOUSE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION 
 
Written applications for grants for students and those 
eligible should be made to the Hon. Secretary by  
Sunday 8th May 2011. 
 
The Annual General Meeting will be held in the Billiard 
Room of the Parish Hall on Wednesday, 11th May 2011 
at 8:00 pm 
 

Hon. Secretary: Mrs J. Thomas2 Barton Cottages, 

PATHFINDER VILLAGE CHURCH 
 

COFFEE MORNING 
 

9th APRIL 10.30 AM 
PATHFINDER VILLAGE HALL 

 

EVERYBODY WELCOMED 
MANY ITEMS FOR SALE 
FUND RAISING EVENT 



 

ALUMINIUM  -  DOMESTIC  -  PVC WINDOWS 
DOORS  -  CONSERVATORIES  -  SHOP FRONTS 

  CURTAIN WALLING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Unit 7 
GD Units 
Cofton Road 
Marsh Barton 
Exeter  
EX2 8QW 
 

Email:  info@westcoastwindows.co.uk 
Web:    www.westcoastwindows.co.uk 

 

Contact: Nigel Gribble or Mike Melluish 

Tel:  01392 829800 
Fax: 01392 829808 

ART & CRAFT FAIR 
Bank Holiday Monday, 2nd May 2011 

 

The 5th Art and Craft Fair will take place in the Parish 
Hall as usual and all profits will go towards the Hall 
Development Fund. 
 

If you’d like to exhibit your work we’d love you to take 
part. If you’re a parishioner it’ll be free unless you would 
like to sell some of your work in which case there will be 
a small charge. If you have access to the web you can 
get the invitation and application forms from the village 
website www.whitestone-devon.org.uk  and click on ‘Art 
& Craft Fair’.  If you don’t have access to the web, 
please call Peter Hanson on 811878. The only 
stipulation is that all the work must have been produced 
by you only. 
 

There will also be a creativity competition open to all and 
free to enter which will be judged by visitors with a small 
prize. It doesn’t have to be art or craftwork, - just 
something you’ve done which you think is creative.  
We’re marketing the Fair as “The art world’s best kept 
secret”- because we don’t charge any commission and 
the quality of the work is high so buyers get excellent 
quality at very reasonable prices. 
 

It will be advertised in Excite magazine, Exeter Living 
and Devon Life as well as parish magazines throughout 
Mid-Devon and Teignbridge, by flyer and roadside 
notice, the Express and Echo, Devon Radio, Heart FM, 
Exeter FM and anywhere else we can think of. 
 

So keep the date in your diary and tell all your friends as 
well as any artists or craft workers you know who might 
like to exhibit, whether they live in the parish or not. We 
plan to have lots of new exhibitors as well as some of the 
popular ones from previous years so all in all we hope it 
will be a great success. 

 



PLEASE SUPPORT THE EFFORTS BEING MADE TO IMPROVE FACILITIES AT YOUR VILLAGE HALL 
 
 
 
 CONCERT 
 
 
 

EXETER POLICE AND COMMUNITY CHOIR 

(WITH GUEST SOLOISTS CAROLYNE RANDALL AND 

MERVYN HAYES) 

 

WHITESTONE PARISH HALL 

THURSDAY, 3rd MARCH, 2011 7:30pm 

 

THIS IS NOT ONLY A MAJOR FUND RAISING EVENT FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE 

PARISH HALL BUT A WONDERFUL OPPORTUNITY TO HEAR THIS VERY POPULAR 

CHOIR PERFORMING A MIX OF POPULAR SONGS IN YOUR VILLAGE 

 

TICKETS £5 

 

TELEPHONE DEREK FISHER 01392 811979 TO OBTAIN YOUR TICKETS EARLY 

AND AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

BURN'S NIGHT SUPPER 
 
On “a braw bricht moonlit nicht” in January, 46 members 
and friends of the Social Club attended a Burn's Night 
Supper. It was a first for Whitestone and many did not 
know what to expect.  As we took our places at the 
attractively laid tables we were entertained by a piper, 
splendid in full regalia, who played well known Scottish 
airs until he was called into the kitchen. Then the door 
was thrown open and the piper entered followed by Belle 
Netherway carrying the Haggis on an ashet. They 
processed round all the tables and finally stopped at a 
table in the centre on which the haggis was placed. The 
piper then ceremonially raised his knife and “Addressed 
the Haggis” by reciting part of Burn's poem “To a Haggis” 
and carving a slice. (Although I lived for 7 years in 
Glasgow before coming to Whitestone, I couldn't 
understand a single word!! I have since found an English 
translation on the internet!) The Haggis was then 
solemnly processed round the tables again and back to 
the kitchen to be carved. We stood while Marian Durrant 
said Burn's famous Selkirk grace, “Some hae meat and 
canna eat, and some wad eat that want it, but we hae 
meat and we can eat, and sae the Lord be thankit”.  We 
were then served very efficiently by members of the 
committee with the starter of a slice of Haggis and salad 
(or cock a leekie soup for those who didn’t want haggis).  

 
The main course followed, a 
deliciously tender and tasty 
beef olive with neeps 
(mashed swedes) and 
tatties. The final triumph was 
either a sherry trifle or 
cranachan pudding suitably 
flavoured with the real stuff.  
 
After a hearty vote of thanks to the organizer and cook, 
Margaret Nierop, for a wonderful meal, a few hearty 
people danced The Gay Gordons while everyone else 
mingled and chatted happily. So ended a great evening. 
 



HOMEWORKS 
 

Carpentry 
 

General maintenance and 
Refurbishment 

 

Dealing with all types of maintenance 
 

Painting and Decorating 

♦ Independent Family Owned Funeral Business 
♦ Private Chapels of Rest/24 Hour Personal Service 
♦ Professional Staff/Competitive Quotations 
♦ Modern Traditional Vehicles/Ample Parking 
♦ Golden Charter Pre Payment Funeral Plans  

 

10 Alphington Road, EXETER EX2 8HH 
Tel: 01392 255535 

94/95 High Street, Crediton EX17 3LB 
Tel: 01363 772326 

www.leroyfunerals.co.uk 

    

H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A YYYY    
 
 

Carpenter & Joinery Manufacturer 
 
 

Pitt Farm, Churchtown, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2LG 
 
 

07710 434760 (mobile)    01392 811829 (tel/ans) 

 

LE-ROY FUNERAL SERVICE 
 

M.WREFORD & SONS 

 

 
 
 

 
 

TIMELY TIPS FOR THE VEGETABLE AND 
SOFT FRUIT GROWER (Part 2) 

 
February “catch-up”  Complete the digging over of  
empty areas, removing weeds and incorporating  
compost or well-rotted manure in the process. Should 
the soil be wet and stick to the spade or footwear, stand 
on a wide wooden board or stiff wire screen. Ridging 
the soil, as I do, helps drainage and drying from the 
wind. Should your growing area be on a slope, ridge 
down it, not across. Sandy soils can be dealt with in 
March/April without the need for ridging. 
 

March-planning  Rotation is important on an annual 
change of crops basis with the strawberry’s site 
changed every three years. 
Depending on space available, and your individual 
choice of crops, you can have either three or four year 
rotation, both of which avoid the soil becoming sick and 
increasing the risk of pests and diseases. 
3 year rotation requires 3 plots: Plot 1 i.e. potatoes 
(early and main crop) followed by spring cabbage, leeks 
ant turnips. Plot 2 brassicas, salad items, peas and 
beans. Plot 3 carrots, parsnips, beets and turnips. In the 
second year, items in plot 1 go to plot 3 and plot 3 goes 
to 2. 
4 year rotation needs 4 plots with brassicas and  
legumes in separate plots. 
Rhubarb and onions are often grown in a permanent 
position but, if onions develop root rot, you’ll need to 
change the site for a good long interval. 
Do avoid using animal manure on the root vegetable 
plot as it can cause the roots to fork, use wood ash  
instead (a source of potash) if available, before sowing, 
at a rate of 8oz/sq. yd. (250g/m2) 
 

March-tasks  In early March, obtain seed potatoes for 
chitting, packet seeds, fertilizers and sowing compost 
for trays and pots. Prune gooseberries and red  
currants. Plant out new bushes. Sow indoors in trays: 
onions, broad beans (cylinders of newspaper work well 
for these), brussel sprouts and early lettuce. 
Cut out Autumn fruiting raspberries to near ground level 
and cut tips off Summer fruiters at about 5ft. 
Dig in any green manure e.g. rye grass and vetches 
grown over winter from autumn sowing. 
 

Later March tasks  Sowing outdoors. Prepare seedbeds 
and cover with glass or polythene to protect from bad 
weather elements and assist the soil to warm up. Plant 
early crop potatoes if soil/weather allows. Harden off 
indoor-raised plants i.e. outside daytime, indoors night 
time. You can judge whether the soil is suitable  for out-
side planting by when the top 2/3” is friable (If a handful 
rolled into a ball disintegrates when squeezed, that’s 
ideal). 
 

Other timely tasks which come to mind are soil testing 
for PH value i.e. acid, neutral or alkaline: forcing rhu-
barb by covering the crowns with large pots etc,  
skeleton wood boxes covered with leaves and manure 
overall. Test the viability of old seeds (not too old!) in a 
small pot on the kitchen window sill. I grew a row of  
Lincoln peas, let them ripen fully on the plant,  dried 
them in seed trays, then stored them in an air-tight 
glass jar. Very pleased with germination of 8 out of 9 
sown!  That’s it for this month! 
 

“He that planteth should plant in hope” 1 Corinthians 
David Gibson, 6 Merrymeet 
 
 

MITCHELL 
 

Sydenham & Vernon 
 

FUNERAL SERVICES 
 

Your local Funeral Directors 
 

Should you wish to telephone, there is an experienced 
Member of our staff available 24 hours a day to offer advice 

 
Tel:  (01392) 272682    Chapels of Rest 

King William Street, York road, Exeter, EX4 6PD 



 

A. S. DOWN 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
Domestic and Commercial Installations 

 
 

Rewiring         Cooker Repairs 
 

Economy 7 Heating 
 

Showers                                Lighting  Design 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Telephone : 01392 811431 
Mobile  :  07976 626206 

 
 

Merry View, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2JT 
 

 

 

 
 

THE GREEN CORNER 
 
Amongst the cables leaked recently by Wikileaks were 
some from the US embassy in Riyadh urging 
Washington to take seriously a warning from a geologist 
and former head of exploration at Aramco, the Saudi oil 
company, that Saudi Arabia’s oil reserves may have 
been overstated by as much 40%. 
This is an extremely authoritative source and, if true, it 
might explain why the Saudis seem unwilling to increase 
oil production to ease the upward pressure on price; - 
they couldn’t produce any more even if they wanted to. If 
you add to this the expectancy that the world will very 
soon (if it hasn’t already) reach the point of maximum oil 
production and that the economies of China and India 
are continuing to boom, you could be forgiven for 
thinking that oil prices won’t be coming down any time 
soon, if ever. 
The oil price is now over $100 a barrel and the heating 
oil and transport fuels have risen accordingly, as we all 
know. There is even talk of oil reaching as much as 
$200 a barrel. If it does, and other commodity prices 
also continue to rise, as seems likely, it would seem 
prudent to take action sooner rather than later to try and 
reduce fuel use,- particularly at home. If you’ve done all 
the easy things like loft insulation, draught-proofing, 
cavity wall insulation and pipe insulation, maybe it’s time 
to bite the bullet and insulate your walls and change the 
glazing.  
Double glazing these days is very good. The best is 5 
times as good as single glazing and if it’s on a south-
facing wall the amount of heat it lets in from the sun is 
more than the amount it loses during the heating season 
– so you get free heat.  
If you are thinking of changing your glazing, make sure it 
has: 
� Argon filling (Argon conducts less heat than air) 
�   16 or 20mm air gap. It’s the air that does the  
     insulating but over 20mm you get convection currents  
     which increase the transmission of heat. 
�   A heat-reflective coating like Pilkington’s “K” glass.  
� Thermal breaks in the frames. 
     Other treatments like “soft coat” which reduces the  
     “U” value (the heat loss factor) and self-cleaning are  
     available. 
 
 
 
WHITESTONE  BOOK  CLUB 
  
The first meeting of the Whitestone Book Club took 
place in the Village  Hall at 2.00 pm on Monday 14th 
February. There were 6 participants. 
  
Future meetings will be on the 2nd Monday of each 
month at 2.00p.m. 
  
Everyone is welcome to the next meeting on Monday 
14th March whether you have read the current book or 
not. "Valeria's Last Stand"   by Marc Fitten is the choice 
for this month. 
  
A donation of £1 per person is collected to cover the 
cost of the hall. 
  
Hope to see some of you at the next session. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

If you would like a last resting place in 
beautiful countryside overlooking 

Dartmoor. 
 

Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie 
or Martin Chatfield 

www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 
 

 

MARY'S DAIRY DIARY  -  FEBRUARY 2011 
  
Everything has the 
battered look that comes 
from sitting in a deep 
freeze of a winter with 
several inches of snow 
sitting on its back.  Since 
then, there’s been 
weather enough to get 
growth started - grass, 
snowdrops, catkins. 
Then we have frosts to 
remind us that winter has 

something else in store.  Wild things get bolder as they 
get hungrier, in the hundred hungry days between 
Christmas and Easter.  Owls fly on fine nights, a barn 
owl swoops low overhead on a starlit night.  We collect 
the owl pellets for children to discover the delicate 
tracery of the skeletons of the little creatures the owls 
eat - death and excrement, enormously interesting to 
children.  Although we are culling wild boar, they are 
still bold, facing you out if you come across them in the 
track, sniffing and snorting, eventually lumbering away, 
oddly nimble despite being so solid. 
 
CROPS  -  start moving in warmer weather, they’ve 
enjoyed the soil shattered at depth by the frost.  
There’s the magical feel of soil and plants and animals 
uncurling slowly and fitfully from the iron grip of winter.  
The annual miracle of the earth turning in space, 
bringing us back to warmth and ease, gives a shared 
joy felt by all living things.  We carefully eke out our 
stores of silage and straw harvested last year to feed 
the animals until the grass growth takes off faster than 
cows eat it at the end of March. 
 
Now, we’ve had cows eat off the frost-damaged grass 
leaves before their ruins stunted the growth to follow.  
The grass starts growing as soon as it’s nibbled off - 
ask the people who work the lawnmowers.  Even as 
early as the first week in February, as long as we 
haven’t got frost or flood, we’ll have the fresh calved 
cows graze, some grass stored from the autumn, but 
some grass grown in the milder weather this year - the 
best nourishment there is.   
 
COWS  -  The cows are starting to calve, half the cows 
calving in a torrent of calves in the first three weeks of 
February.  The calving pens are a feat of organization, 
getting the cows in the right place at the right time - pre
-calving, they chew the cud sociably.  Coming up to 
calving they find a private corner to concentrate, away 
from the auntie cows who in their own precalving state 
can claim another’s calf as her own to everyone’s 
confusion.  Then the calving, water bag first, then little 
black or white front feet, then legs, then a nose, 
squeeze the shoulders out and a great whoosh of calf 
and water out, often a slurp of air in.  She turns round 
to see who’s there, gives a lick and a nudge, and the 
heart-stopping moment of the calf’s first indrawn 
breath.  The afterbirth comes, rich colours, and then the 
cow will often solemnly chew it, membranes hanging 
from her mouth, giving her valuable nourishment to 
start off her milking.  We leave cow and calf together 
long enough for the calf to get the colostrum, the first 
milk, but not so long that they bond, more than eight 
hours but less than a day.   

 



CALVES  -  We make the straw pens up in a barn and 
put ten calves at a time in and teach them to drink milk 
from a teat on a milk bar for the penfull.  Like the cows, 
they have a day of looking bereft then start playing with 
their pen-mates and looking forward to the person 
coming to feed them with noisy blarts. 
 
HEIFERS  -  Their sisters two years older are doing 
everything for the first time  -  calving, coming into the 
milking parlour, just lost sight of their calves  -  always a 
time to be patient and gentle.  We wipe their teats clean 
with cloths, hand milk each teat to get the milk flowing, 
then put on the milking cluster, which after the first 
surprise, gives them the relief they want.  
Understandably, some find this challenging, and respond 
with a sharp kick - your arm, face and chest are in the 
firing line.  We’ve reared them knowing we’ll have this 
moment, and gentle handling through their lives gives 
most of them the trust that we mean no harm, and soon, 
one or two milkings in, the young heifers bustle in, 
knowing they are to be milked and wanting it. 
 
We can’t make cheese out of the first milk, it doesn’t set, 
but that goes to feed the calves.  After 3 days the milk 
goes to the cheese dairy to be made into cheese - the 
fresh calved cows milk a different milk than that of cows 
calved in the autumn.  As the flow builds up it’s less 
creamy, with a stronger protein, and more complex, 
especially when the cows go out to graze the early spring 
grass. 
 
CHEESE  -  In the cheese dairy, the challenge is to 
adjust the make to the milk to produce something that is 
recognizably our cheese every day.  We assess how firm 
the junket sets after we put the rennet in, and cut sooner 
or later to match.  A more fatty milk will need more 
moisture driving out of it by cutting more finely, but as the 
protein in the milk increases, we cut the junket less to 
avoid making too firm a cheese. 
 
I love the challenge of this changing season of making a 
complex, enduring flavour which doesn’t beat you up, 
with the right amount of creaminess and acidity in the 
front of the flavour and the complex brothiness unfolding 
for several minutes, a warm aroma hitting your nose from 
your palate.   
 
RIND  -  It’s very exciting, we have brought our cheese 
mite down to an almost invisible level with our mite 
blowing/extracting set up.  Now we discover we are 
getting almost invisible rinds, so you could be eating the 
rind, barely see it, think the cheese had an off-flavour.     
 
What’s happening?   Over the years, as our mite problem 
built up since losing our fumigant, we have erred on the 
side of protecting the cheese – plenty enough lard, 3 
muslin cloths on the top and bottom of the cheese and 
used ozone to slow up mite breeding.  Now we’ve got no 
mite to eat the lard and mark the rind, and the ozone cut 
down the mould growth that helps form the rind (which 
the mite were doing in their own destructive way). 
 
We’ve eased back on the lard, taken the third cloth off 
and turned the ozone off.  We are starting to get higher 
levels of mould back, which will help, but the other 
measures will take a year and more to come through as 
the cheese we are making now matures.  In about a fifth 
of the cheese, the top and bottom rinds are so invisible 

that we are cutting them off, just so you don’t get and 
accidental mouthful of rind – and some people like it, but 
I don’t.   
 
Please forgive us for this accidental effect of a joyful 
story, that we have licked the mite.  If you know any 
cheesemaker suffering from mite, let me know, I’d be 
delighted to share our solution with them, as the ideas 
that made it were a generous gift to me from handling of 
Australian iron ore and our Devon Grain farmers’ co-
operative.* 
 
RECIPE  -  I love the comfort food of potatoes, bacon 
and cheese, with the starchiness of the potatoes 
balancing the richness of the cheese.  It’s an easy 
supper for a winter evening. 
 
Chop an onion & sweat in Quickes Traditional Butter, 
when softened add some chopped bacon.  Slice some 
(2lbs) firm potatoes, skins on if you like which I do, (I’ve 
got some Ratte potatoes I grew in the garden) into the 
mix and leave to sweat a little (5 mins or so) with a lid on.  
Put into a greased baking dish, add a little milk or cream 
if you are going for the full dairy experience (1/2 pint) and 
Quickes Traditional Mature Cheddar (about 8oz) 
shredded roughly, season with pepper, add some dried 
breadcrumbs if you have them.  Bake for about 30 
minutes at 180WC or until the potatoes are cooked and 
the top is lightly toasted.  Serve with roasted vegetables 
or a salad if it’s looking a bit warmer. 

MARY QUICKE 
 
*Full technical details of the machine are in the Specialist 
Cheesemaker’s Association Newsletter, December 2010. 



WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL          20
th
 JAN 2011 

 
Minutes of Whitestone Parish Council meeting held at 
Whitestone Parish Hall on Thursday 20th January 2011 
at 7.00pm. 
 
Attendance: Chairman – Councillor Mrs M Belt  
  Councillors P Hanson, D Munro, A Reed, 
Mrs B Netherway,  R Phillips, Mrs T Taylor 
  District Councillor P Bromell   
Mrs P Vaughan, Clerk to the Council 
25 members of the Public 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
The meeting was opened by the Chairman and she  
invited members of the public to speak regarding the 
planning application for Springdale Farm, Bondhouse 
Lane, which the Council were going to discuss as the 
application requires a response within a 21 days  
deadline.   
 
This application is for the use of former farmyard as a 
residential and transit site for gypsies comprising  
manager’s caravan, four residential caravans, four tran-
sit pitches, secure play area and commercial vehicle 
parking. 
 
Several members of the public spoke with objections 
and the following points were raised:- 
� The fact that this is actually a retrospective  
application and not a change of use because buildings 
have already been erected without permission and this 
should not have been allowed. 
� One resident queried the answers which were given 
on the planning application form submitted by Mr Ware, 
which he had examined, as he felt that a number of 
them contained serious errors which should be  
investigated 
� The fact that this will be a change of use for a  
farmyard as it constitutes development in the country-
side in this rural setting of great landscape beauty. 
� The site is close to a Public Bridlepath and there are 
concerns that people may feel intimidated when using 
this amenity. 
 � There are concerns that the farmyard is adjacent to 
the landfill site and there is a query as to whether some 
of this area is contaminated land. 
� Why is further accommodation needed for the man-
ager of the site when there is already a house at the 
location? 
� Traffic problems were also mentioned as a concern. 
 
A Ms Amanda Tully spoke to the meeting as a  
representative of the owner, Mr Ware, and read a  
detailed statement from him that he was a Romany  
gypsy and that the site was intended for members of his 
family only. 
 
Questions were raised regarding sites for gypsies and 
the meeting was informed that it was necessary for  
provision to be made for such sites where suitable  
locations could be found. 
 
The meeting was informed by Councillor Belt that any 
decision regarding the application was made by  
Teignbridge District Council and that the Parish Council 
was asked for views, based on local knowledge, and  
 

these would then be considered by Teignbridge when 
they were reaching a conclusion.  Parishioners with ob-
jections should make these known to the Teignbridge 
District Council personally although the points raised at 
this meeting will be conveyed in the Parish Council’s 
report. 
 
The meeting was then closed to the public and the 
Council discussed the plans submitted by Teignbridge 
District Council and the following comments were made:- 
 
It was felt that there was some support for the site but if 
granted it must be strictly monitored to ensure compli-
ance with any restrictions that may be placed on the per-
mission.  There were grave concerns as to the need for 
commercial vehicles on what Mr Ware had said would be 
a residential site and it was strongly felt that no business 
activities should be allowed to run from the site.  It was 
also stated that no floodlights should be erected as the 
site is situated where it is open to views across the coun-
tryside and in particular from Whitestone village. There 
was also a query as to why there was a need for the four 
transit pitches.  Mention was made as to the outfall of 
any sewage into a brook and the contamination which 
might occur.  Councillors also had concerns with interfer-
ence to the Public Bridleway in the area.  
 
An observation was made that with Whitestone already 
having two other gypsy sites within the Parish it was 
hoped that further sites would not be considered as ap-
propriate. 
 
In view of the comments made it was agreed that District 
Councillor Bromell should request the Planning Officer 
that the application be placed in Category B in order that 
it is determined by the Teignbridge Planning Committee 
and this procedure was explained to the members of the 
public.   
  
Members of the public then left the meeting with the ex-
ception of Mrs S Greenfield.   
 
Councillor Phillips declared an interest in the following 
item as he was aware of two of the quotations involved. 
 
Quotations were discussed for the installation of facia 
boards, soffits and down pipes at School Houses as fol-
lows:- 
1. £2,645.00 including 17.5% VAT (this will now be 
        20%) 
2. £2,076.75 
3. £1,475.00 
4. £3,390.00 including £565.00 VAT  
 
It was resolved to accept the quotation 4. of £3,390.00 
as after discussion regarding the details of the specifica-
tions this was considered to be best value. 
 
The meeting closed at 8.30pm. 

The last date for  contributions to the 
March 2011 Parish Magazine is 

 

Wednesday 16
th
 March 

Please send articles to Jock Kirkpatrick 
2 Merrymeet, Whitestone 
kirkpatrick@eclipse.co.uk 



WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL          10
th
 FEB 2011 

 
Minutes of Whitestone Parish Council meeting held at 
Whitestone Parish Hall on Thursday 10th February 2011 
to be ratified at the Council meeting on Thursday 10th 
March 2011 
Attendance: Vice Chairman – Councillor R Phillips  
  Councillors P Hanson, D Munro, A Reed, 
Mrs B Netherway, Mrs T Taylor 
  County Councillor J Brook   
District Councillor P Bromell   
Mrs P Vaughan, Clerk to the Council 
Apologies: Councillor Mrs M Belt,  
  Councillor E Beeching (illness),  
 
The February Draw for the 100 Club in support of the 
Parish Hall Appeal had been carried out at the meeting 
on the 20th January and the winning number was 41 
and belongs to Laura Obbard 
 
The meeting was opened by the Vice Chairman,  
Councillor Phillips, in the absence of Councillor Mrs Belt 
who is on holiday. 
 
Minutes of Council meetings held on 13th and 20th  
January 2011 having been circulated were taken as 
read and signed as a true copy. 
 
PLANNING 
Application Withdrawn 
10/03922/FUL  Two storey extension at Poole Farm, 
Tedburn St Mary 
Applications Granted 
10/03593/FUL  Retention of access path and track to 
stables at Woodlands, Five Mile Hill 
10/03435/FUL  New front entrance lobby, change  
existing kitchen into new toilets and the existing toilets 
on the other side of the hall into a larger kitchen and 
store at Whitestone Parish Hall. 
Planning Application 
11/00268/FUL  Widening of existing field access at  
Barton Vale Farm, Barton Head Hill for Mr T Russell.  
The application and plans were examined and although 
there were no objections concerns were raised because 
this work has already been carried out prior to  
permission being applied for and is therefore in breach 
of planning regulations. 
 
MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 
Council Minutes 
The Clerk asked for authorisation to arrange for the 
binding of the Council Minutes from 2006 to 2010 for 
archival presentation purposes as these books go to the 
Devon Records Offices.  Enquiries have been made 
from a local book binding company and the cost would 
be £62.  It was proposed and seconded that this action 
be implemented.  All in favour. 
Winter weather road conditions 
Devon County Council Highways have responded to the 
complaints raised by the Council and given explanations 
regarding the clearing of the highways and the filling of 
the grit bins.  County Councillor Brook reported to the 
meeting on his input into the situation.  Councillor Taylor 
raised the point that not all grit bins have in fact been 
fitted with numbers or replenished as stated in the letter 
from DCC and she volunteered to again make an in-
spection in order that the Clerk could reply to DCC with  

the necessary information.  It was suggested that the 
question of the Parish Council purchasing grit which 
could be placed in strategic areas throughout the parish 
could be discussed at the June meeting in order that this 
could be implemented for the winter months. 
School Houses 
Cooksleys have reported on the condition of the houses 
and it was noted that they arranged for repair work to be 
carried out on the living room door and a bathroom win-
dow handle at a cost of £40. following complaints by the 
tenant at No 1.  Councillor Belt has reported that the 
side door post is broken at No 1 and the door will not 
close.  Accounts for £430.71 for the work on the  
chimneys and £3,390 for the guttering, fascia and soffits 
were proposed and seconded for payment.  All in favour. 
The Clerk reported that four estimates have been  
received for dealing with the damp problems at the 
houses.  Councillor Phillips recommended that in view of 
the complicated nature of the estimates a sub committee 
should be set up to examine these and it was resolved 
that this should comprise of Councillors Belt, Phillips and 
Reed who would then report back to the Council with 
recommendations. 
 
MATTERS RAISED BY THE CHAIRMAN 
Broken reflector posts on the village side of Pound View 
Entrance being widened and building/waste materials in 
a field in Pound Lane 
Mud on the road at Nadderwater/Nadderbottom leading 
up to Top Steps Farm.  This has been reported (number 
11387217) and apparently the owner at Top Steps Farm 
has arranged for this to be cleared.  Concerns were  
expressed regarding the large number of lorries (28 a 
day) going to this site which had planning permission to 
build up a track.. 
Large pothole on the road from Trowbridge to Oldridge 
and also on this road there is subsidence causing  
vehicles to ground. 
 
FINANCE  
Expenditure  Clerk’s expenses  £45.19 
Parish Hall Management Committee (February payment) 
     £125.00  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Whitestone Parish Hall Management – letter of  
appreciation for the Hall signs that have now been  
installed and thanks to County Councillor Brooks for the 
monies which he had allocated from his community fund 
which had formed the main resource for this  
expenditure.  The Clerk submitted the account for the 
fixing of the boards in the amount of £356.80 and this 
was proposed and seconded for payment.  All in favour. 
Police Report for Chudleigh Sector – reported to  
Councillors. 
Devon County Council – P3 Finance 
Devon County Council Highways – response regarding 
matters reported from the January meeting. 
Devon County Council – Leaflets and information  
regarding Social Care for Adults distributed to  
Councillors. 
ROSPA – notification of playground inspection in March 
Devon Association of Local Councils – Conference 
“Making it work locally” to be held on 15th March from 
9.45am to 4pm in Exeter.  It was resolved that three  
delegates (Councillors Phillips, Reed and Mrs Belt) 
should attend this event at a cost of £10 per person.   

/continued overleaf 
 



 

Tedburn’s Mobile Shop 
Tel: 01647 61320       Clive: 0797 1234 827       Email: shop@allstock.co.uk 

 

Debit and Credit Cards Welcome (Cash back available) 
 

At Whitestone Centre on Saturdays: 10am to 11am 

 
Specific deliveries and housecall are available.  Please phone Sylvie to arrange 

this and to order your magazines and papers as we can only carry a small range 

on the mobile shop. 
 

°Groceries  °Meat  °Frozen food  °Vegetable  °Fresh bread and cakes (daily delivery)  °Dairy 

products  °Newspapers  °Magazines  °Cards  °Stamps °Confectionery  °Crisps  °Tobacco °

Wines and Spirits °Light bulbs °Batteries   + many other items …… 
 

Our shop in Tedburn is open till 9pm every night 7 days a week including bank 

holidays. We open at 6am Monday to Saturday and 8am on a Sunday 

 

Shawthorne Bungalow 
Whitestone 
Exeter EX4 2JS         Tel:  01392-811374 
 

Mary Belt 
 

Dressmaking   Curtains   Alterations   Repairs 

 

Zip Replacements 

 
PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 10th Feb 2001
(continued) 
 
REPORTS 
Road signpost snapped off at Pound Down Corner/
Bickhams Farm 
Potholes were reported at Heath Lane, Hackworthy 
Lane.  Deep gulley at edge of road by Lower Hare. 
Broken sign at bottom of Heath Lane (to be reported to 
Teignbridge District Council. 
It was reported that a track at Cutteridge Lane just  
before Dymond Bridge was sunken and difficult to  
traverse owing to deep mud.  It ascertained that this 
comes within the Holcombe Burnell Parish and the 
Clerk verified that she had contacted them in  
November 2009 regarding this and would write again 
regarding the matter. 
County Councillor Brook spoke to the meeting  
regarding the impending financial cuts which will be 
made to  services and warned how this will affect all 
Councils. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.15pm. 
 
 
 

WHITESTONE WEBSITE 
If you have a computer with access to the internet, 
please have a look at:: 
 

www.whitestone-devon.org.uk 
 

 
Please contact: 

info@whitestone-devon.org.uk 
 

to comment on the site or to suggest or provide  
additional material. 



WHITESTONE PARISH HALL FUND APPEAL 
 
Many thanks to those who have contributed to the Appeal 
in the last month, particularly to Les and Leslie who raised 
money from selling apples, the Social Club for their 
donation after the Burns evening and to Peter Field and 
Herb Piper for their donation from selling maps. 
  
The total raised to date (after allowing for 100 club 
payments) is approximately £33,750 of which about 
£21,900 has been spent on the work to date. 
  
We've had some good news in that planning permission 
for the development has been granted, which will assist 
us in applying for grants.   Well done to all those involved 
in getting this permission. 
  
The next fund-raising event is the Police Community 
Choir concert on 3rd March, which is a wonderful 
opportunity to hear this very popular choir performing a 
mix of popular songs. Tickets (only £5) can be obtained 
from Derek Fisher (01392 811979). 
 
We have also provisionally pencilled in July 16th as a date 
for the Summer Fete.  Another suggestion was some type 
of event around the Royal Wedding weekend - any ideas 
please pass them onto Mary Belt or anyone on either the 
Hall Management committee or the Parish Council.  
  
The next fund raising meeting is planned for 24th February  
in the Billiard Room at 2;:00 pm. 
 
Finally, may we express out thanks to the Parish Council 
for facilitating the provision of the two new  signs for the 
Parish Hall.  Thanks also to all those involved in making 
the Whitestone Village sign so beautiful .  Both are an 
excellent and eye-catching asset to the village.   

 

JUST FOR FUN 

 
Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie.   

 

AMAZINGLY CLEVER ANAGRAMS 
 
PRESBYTERIAN:   BEST IN PRAYER 
 
ASTRONOMER:   MOON STARER 
 
DESPERATION:   A ROPE ENDS IT 
 
THE EYES:    THEY SEE 
 
THE MORSE CODE:  HERE COME DOTS 
 
DORMITORY:   DIRTY ROOM 
 
SLOT MACHINES:  CASH LOST IN ME 
 
ANIMOSITY:   IS NO AMITY 
 
ELECTION RESULTS:  LIES - LET'S RECOUNT 
 
SNOOZE ALARMS:   ALAS! NO MORE Z 'S 
 
A DECIMAL POINT:  I'M A DOT IN PLACE 
 
THE EARTHQUAKES:  THAT QUEER SHAKE 
 
ELEVEN PLUS TWO:  TWELVE PLUS ONE 
 
MOTHER-IN-LAW:  WOMAN HITLER 
 
 



Master Craftsmen in Stone 
Providing superb quality & value 

Langmead Memoria ls  
Memor ia ls ,  addi t ional  inscr ipt ions  

c leaning & renovat ions 
 

Phone 01392 273259 
St .  Marks Avenue, Exeter ,  EX1 2PX 

 

Web: www. langmead-memor ia ls .com 
Emai l :  sa les@langmead-memor ia ls .com 

GARETH  J  CLATWORTHY 

 

Interior & Exterior Quality Decorating 

 
 

‘LOWER HURSTON’ 

Tedburn Road 

Whitestone 

Tel: (01392) 811819                  Exeter, EX4  2HF 

Place to be, Therapy CentrePlace to be, Therapy CentrePlace to be, Therapy CentrePlace to be, Therapy Centre    
 

Set in the relaxation of the countryside of Whitestone.  
Therapeutic treatments are also available in Crediton, Exeter, 

Shaldon and in the comfort of your own home 
 

 • Various Massages and Facials 
 • Crystal therapies 
 • Therapeutic Counselling & Psychotherapy 
 • Reiki Training and Healing Treatments 
 • Pamper Days and Short Courses 
 

Rooms available to Therapists, Artists & Musicians to hire 
 

For further details call Mandy on 01363 772298 
www.placetobetherapycentre.co.uk 

INTERESTED IN INDOOR BOWLS? 
  
The April meeting of the Whitestone Social Club is now 
confirmed as Wednesday,13th April (6:45 pm) at the 
Isca Centre, Whipton. Come and try your hand at long 
mat bowling under the guidance of our resident experts 
Gill and David Oakey. The cost, £4 for members, £5 
non-members, will include 2 hours bowling plus 
refreshments. 
 

Priority will be given to members who have booked with 
and paid Pauline Fisher by Tuesday,29th March.  
Non-members are welcome, depending on availability; 
provisional bookings may be made by them at any time 
but will not be confirmed until the above deadline.  

 

Names and payment please to  
Pauline Fisher on 01392 811979 

Transport will be arranged for those who require it. 

1950’s IDEA TO POWER 21st CENTURY ENERGY 
NEEDS? 
A flexible energy source first conceived in the 1950s 
may provide the answer to the growing world demand 
for energy. 
It produces no CO2, can use existing power supply 
lines, is highly efficient, uses an almost inexhaustible 
raw material and can be used to destroy existing nuclear 
waste. The technology for  LFTR’s ( Liquid fluoride 
thorium reactors) was first developed and tested as  part 
of the US nuclear programme at the height of the cold 
war  but sidelined because of its lack of defence 
potential.    Research has continued elsewhere and 
China recently announced its intention to bring this new 
energy source on stream with an intensive programme 
that could see Chinese coal fired power plants and their 
associated pollution (estimated to kill 500,000 people 
each year) on the way to being  phased out within the 
next twenty years.  
LFTR’s use low-pressure reactor vessels unlike current 
nuclear plants that use enriched uranium in high 
pressure reactors and they are inherently safe and 
controllable. One pound of thorium can produce as 
much energy as 3 million pounds of coal and LFTRs are 
highly fuel efficient burning close to 100% of the thorium 
used to fuel them. The United States alone has enough 
thorium deposits to last for many thousands of years.   
LFTRs are small and can be manufactured on an 
assembly line, dramatically lowering costs and enabling 
electricity generation at a lower cost than new 
construction natural gas, coal, geothermal and 
hydroelectric power, as well as being vastly more 
affordable than unreliable wind and solar projects.  
One private company, International Thorium Energy & 
Molten-Salt Technology Inc. aims to produce a small 
(10KW) reactor by 2016 with an amazing retail price 
target of 6.8p per kWh!  
To put that into perspective, the UK's feed-in tariff 
ranges from 26.7p/kWh for a small wind turbine to 
41.3p/kWh for a retro-fitted solar installation. LFTRs will 
not require the installation of a vastly expensive new 
‘super grid’ and could be installed on the site of existing 
power stations but being air cooled, do not require the 
vast quantities of cooling water needed by current power 
stations..  
 Are solar power and photo-voltaics (both of which rely 
on ever diminishing reserves of rare earth minerals) set 
to become yesterday’s technology?  
 



 
 
 
 
 

New cycle trail launched at Killerton  
 

The new cycle track at Killerton Estate follows a safe 
route along rural tracks and quiet roads through  
stunning Devon countryside.  
 

Councillor Stuart Hughes, Devon County Council  
Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation, said: 
“We’re proud to be part of this exciting project, working 
in partnership with the National Trust. Anyone looking 
for a leisurely cycle couldn’t ask for a more picturesque 
setting than the grounds of Killerton, and this short trail 
is ideal for families. This new route will prove to be a 
terrific asset to the National Trust and to the Devon 
economy as a whole, and I’m sure it will attract plenty of 
visitors and locals.”  
 

Phillip Smart, Killerton’s Property Manager added: “We 
are delighted to be able to launch this cycle path to the 
public. Cyclists of all ages are invited to explore Killerton 
at their leisure and this new route is the ideal way to  
discover parts of the wider estate on two wheels they 
may not have already visited.” 
 

Councillor Peter Bowden, Local County Councillor for 
Broadclyst and Whimple, said: “This addition to the  
cycling and leisure facilities springing up throughout 
Devon is not only to be welcomed but deserves to be 
visited by adult and child alike. Killerton National Trust 
and their team deserve congratulation and praise for the 
hard work they have undertaken for our benefit.” 
 

Devon's bus pass funding concerns  
 

Councillor Stuart Hughes, Devon County Council  
Cabinet Member for Highways and Transportation, has 
briefed the Minister on the growing concern in Devon 
about the lack of funding for concessionary bus fares, 
public transport and highway maintenance. 
 

It was agreed that Department for Transport officials 
would monitor the situation and would keep in touch with 
the County Council on the issue. 
 

The Minister also invited the County Council to write to 
him with further evidence of the funding gap so that he 
could investigate further. 
 

Councillor Stuart Hughes said: “We had a detailed  
discussion with Norman Baker and it was good to  
receive some positive feedback from him. The Minister 
listened to what we had to say and it was encouraging 
to hear him say he would investigate our concerns about 
the impact that funding reductions are having on bus 
services in rural areas.” 
 

Due to changes in the legislation, District Councils’  
responsibility for the pass ends on the 31st March, with 
Devon County Council taking over direct responsibility 
for concessionary bus travel within its area from 1st 
April. Devon has been handed £7million of Government 
funding to operate the scheme, but it is expected to cost 
the authority around £12.35million to run.  



WHITESTONE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE  
(Sec. Margaret Nierop ( 01647 61419) 
The February meeting was an interesting talk by Mac 
McLaren a local man who spent all his working life with 
the RNLI responsible for lifeboat maintenance locally.  
He also works in retirement as a volunteer coastguard 
and told many fascinating stories about his work. 
 Next meeting of WI will be on Monday 14th March and 
will be held at the home of Gene Alford where Margaret 
Nierop will give a demonstration of bread making. 
 
 
TABLE TENNIS  
We are now back to our usual schedule of Table Tennis 
on the 1st and 3rd Mondays of the month at 7:30 pm in 
the Parish Hall. 
For March, this means the 7th and 21st.  Please make a 
note in your diary. An evening’s entertainment and  
fitness regime for only £1.50. 
 

Up to four tables available.  Everybody welcome.  Just 
remember that children under 16 must be accompanied 
by a parent. 
 
 
WHITESTONE HANDBELL RINGERS 
(for information, contact Mrs Chris Piper 01392 811365) 
We are a fairly newly formed group and have 21 bells. 
We would welcome both experienced and learners alike. 
At present we practice every Tuesday afternoon between 
2 and 3 p.m.  
 

If anyone would like to join us or would like to know more, 
please contact Mrs. Chris Piper.  
 

 

WHITESTONE WALKERS MARCH WALK 
 

Sunday 6th March 2011 
 

Meeting at the Village Hall at 09.30a.m.as usual, we will 
then drive to the free car park at Klondyke Road, 
Okehampton for a walk to Meldon Viaduct along the Granite 
Way and return on footpaths and bridleway to Okehampton.  
The outward route is on a tarmac footpath/cycle way but the 
return route may be muddy.  
Distance approximately 5.5 miles.  
 

The afternoon walk will start from the same location in  
Okehampton and go to Belstone via Klondyke Hill and 
Chapel Ford before returning to Okehampton via Fatherford 
Viaduct.  Distance approximately 4.5 miles. 
 

For anyone wishing to go directly to the car park at  
Okehampton - On entering Okehampton from the Exeter 
direction, turn left at the second set of traffic lights into Mill 
Road.  Bear right at the ‘Y’ fork, and once across the river 
bridge take the next turning on the left into Station Road.  
Continue up the hill to the old railway station.  Do not enter 
the station car park but continue ahead under the bridge, 
and the car park is 20 yards on your left.  
 
 
TEA AND A CHAT 
The next Tea and a Chat will be at 3.30pm on March 24th  
in the Parish Hall.  Please contact either Jennifer Kella-
gher (273864) or Ros Hanson (811878) if you would like 
to come. 
 
  
CHURCH BELL RINGING 
We practise most Thursday evenings at St Catherine’s 
Church from 7:30 to 9:00pm.  We urgently need more 
ringers - please help to keep up this English tradition in 
Whitestone.   
 

If you would like to learn, find out more, or 
are a visiting ringer, we would be very pleased to see 
you.  To confirm that we are practising on a particular 
Thursday, please telephone Nigel Bateman on 01392 
811677 
 
 
WHITESTONE SOCIAL CLUB 
Secretary Peter Hanson, (tel. 01392 811878) 
 

Forthcoming Events: 
March 28th   Normal meeting with talk. 
    (subject to be finalized).  
April 13th                     Visit to Exeter Bowls Club.  
     £5 inc refreshments 
May 23rd   Talk on Deer Management 
     by John Stowers 
June 27th    Music Evening in the  
     community garden 
The ‘Bring & Share’ food & drink evenings are a great 
way to meet other people in the village. In particular new-
comers to the village can get to know people, make new 
friends and find out what is going on. There’s also a book 
swap club. Meetings start 7 30 pm in the parish hall. 
 

Why not join, it’s only £12 per year, or try one of our 
‘Bring & Share’ food & drink evenings to see if you 
like it; it’s free for a first visit and then only £2.00 a 
time if you prefer to just come occasionally. 
 
 



WHITESTONE PLAYERS 
Secretary: Judith Read 
Thanks to all who supported this year’s pantomime by 
taking part, helping it happen or watching.  As stated in 
the programme, the two causes being supported this 
year are Cancer Research UK and Clyst Stroke Unit at 
the RD&E.  and we look forward to finding out the 
amount that we will be able to donate. 
 
 
 
BENEFICE CHOIR 
Anyone who would like to join the choir and sing please 
contact Jackie Lightband (811527).  New recruits always 
welcome. 

 
 
 
SUSTAINABLE WHITESTONE  
(Coordinator Liz Watkins, tel. 811285) 
If you’ve seen the photographs of Nick and Alison 
Randall's log cabin, you may be pleased to hear that a 
visit is being arranged to see the structure first hand. 
(If you haven’t seen the photos yet and you have access 
to a computer, please visit www.whitestone-devon.org.uk 
and click the arrow to the log cabin). 
Please contact Liz to find out the actual date and time. 
 

 
 
GARDENING CLUB  
Sec. Mary Stanbury (Tel: 01392 811532) 
 

Next meeting:   21st March at 7:30 pm  
      in the Billiard Room 
Apples picked fresh from our gardens, either for 
cooking or just to eat from the tree (dessert apples) 
may not be identical in size but their taste is 
dintinctive of their variety and full of flavour.  
Additionally, they’ve not travelled miles after being 
picked.  Having one’s own apple tree or orchard in 
which the varieties grown are the ones chosen, 
planted and matured by oneself is a delight.  (Yes, 
they do sometimes produce only a small crop). 
Are you warming to the idea of having an apple tree 
in your garden?  There are so very many to chose 
from to suit individual taste and size of garden right 
down to very small trees.  Knowing nothing about 
the choice of trees or the cultivation is NO 
PROBLEM because we have - 
Benedict Murrell - trained in Horticulture at Kew 

and working at Bicton coming to speak about, 
“Growing Apple Trees - everything you need to 
know”.  He is pleased to give advice and may have 
time to speak about PLUM trees. 
DO COME for only £2.00 and let Benedict enthuse 
you into planting an apple tree as well. 
 

New members are always welcome. Join us for £12.00 
for the year or come for the evening meeting for only 
£2.00. 

REGULAR PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 
 
There are regular activities in the Parish Hall apart from 
the monthly society events.  In response to suggestions 
we publish a list.  Please note contact numbers for future 
reference. 
 
 

WEEKLY 
Tue evening  

   Sequence Dancing Colin Thorne      01392 206442   

Wed 10.00 - 12.00 noon  

   Mothers & Toddlers Rachel Wilson      01647 61744 

Thurs 6:30-7:30pm 

   Pilates   Peter Hanson     01392 811878 

Fri  evening     

   Bingo   Ray Kielty           07949 865204 

Sat  9.00am - 1.00pm   

   Topaz Dancing  Sally Gray          01392 424073 
 

MONTHLY 
Parish Council Meeting Normally 2nd Thursday in the 
    month starting at 7.30pm.   
    Open to the Public. 
 

BOOKING THE PARISH HALL 
Please contact the Hall Caretaker, Paula Cook, to 
arrange bookings for the Parish Hall. 
  Address: 8 Crossways, Whitestone 

  Tel:        01392 811038 

  Mobile :     07786596445 

  email:        Paula.cook@friendsprovident.co.uk  



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY   

28 February 2011 Social Club - Visit to Sidmouth Observatory 

02 March 2011 Last date for return of Church Electoral Roll forms 

03 March 2011 Concert - Exeter Police and Community Choir - Hall  7:30 pm 

04 March 2011 Womens World Day of Prayer - Pathfinder 11:00 am    Tedburn 2:30 pm 

06 March 2011 Whitestone Walkers - meet at Parish Hall  9:30 am 

07 March 2011 Table Tennis - Whitestone Parish Hall  7:30 pm 

09 March 2011 Ash Wednesday Service - St Catherine’s 7:30pm    Pathfinder 10:30 am 

14 March 2011 Whitestone Book Club - Parish Hall  2 pm 

14 March 2011 WI meeting - Demonstration of bread making 

16 March 2011 Last date for submissions to the April Parish Magazine 

16 March 2011 Saturday Surprise - Whitestone Parish Hall  6:00 pm 

16 March 2011 Lent Course - Spalding Hall, Cheriton Bishop  7:30 pm 

19 March 2011 Jumble Sale - Cheriton Bishop Village Hall  2:30 pm 

21 March 2011 Table Tennis - Whitestone Parish Hall  7:30 pm 

21 March 2011 Gardening Club - Billiard Room 7:30 pm  (Benedict Murrell on Apple trees) 

24 March 2011 Tea and a Chat - Whitestone Parish Hall  3:30 pm 

28 March 2011 Social Club meeting 

29 March 2011 Last date for contacting Pauline Fisher re-indoor bowling (13 April) 

30 March 2011 Lent Course - John Bromell Room, Tedburn Village Hall  7:30 pm 

06 April 2011 Lent Course - Billiard Room, Whitestone Parish Hall  7:30 pm 

09 April 2011 Coffee Morning - Pathfinder Village Hall  10:30 am 

13 April 2011 Social Club - Indoor Bowls at the ISCA Centre  6:45 pm 

13 April 2011 Lent Course - The Lounge, Longdown Village Hall  7:30 pm 

02 May 2011 Art & Craft Fair  Whitestone Parish Hall  10 am - 4 pm 

08 May 2011 Last date for applications to Church House Educational Foundation 

11 May 2011 AGM of Church House Educational Foundation, Billiard Room   8:00 pm 

23 May 2011 Social Club - Talk on Deer Management - John Stowers 

27 June 2011 Social Club - Music Evening in the Community Garden 




