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NORTH KENN MISSION COMMUNITY 

 
SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2020 

 
Sunday September 27th 
 

8.00 am  Cheriton Bishop     Holy Communion    Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30 am  Tedburn St Mary     Parish Communion    Revd Martin Wood 
11.00 am  Holcombe Burnell Family Service     Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm  Pathfinder      United Service 
6.00 pm  Whitestone      Harvest Praise          Revd Martin Wood 
 
Sunday October 4th  
 

9.30 am  Whitestone         Holy Communion          Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30 am Holcmbe Burnell  Harvest Communion      Revd Martin Wood 
11.00 am Tedburn St Mary  Informal Worship        Revd Martin Wood  
3.00 pm  Pathfinder Village Holy Communion          Revd Martin Wood 
6.00 pm  Cheriton Bishop  Harvest  Praise        Revd Martin Wood 
          
Sunday October 11th 
 

9.30 am  Holcombe Burnell Holy Communion          Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30 am  Whitestone    Parish Communion    Revd Martin Wood 
11.00 am  Cheriton Bishop       Family Service                    Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm  Pathfinder   Fellowship and Prayer 
6.00 pm Tedburn St Mary  Harvest Praise               Revd Martin Wood 
 
Sunday  October 18th 
 

9.00 am   Tedburn St Mary Holy Communion       Revd Martin Wood 
9.30 am  Cheriton Bishop  Parish Communion             Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.00 am  Whitestone   Family Service            Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm   Pathfinder   Evening Prayer        Lay led 
6.00 pm   Holcombe Burnell Evening Prayer        Revd Martin Wood 
        
Sunday October 25th 
 

8.00 am  Cheriton Bishop  Holy Communion       Revd Martin Wood 
9.30 am  Tedburn St Mary  Parish Communion       Revd Tim Gorringe  
11.00 am  Holcombe Burnell Family Service        Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm  Pathfinder   United Service 
3.00 pm Whitestone   Evening Prayer        Lay led 
 
 
Pathfinder 
Every Thursday 10.30 am   
  October 1

st
   Holy Communion (BCP)     Revd Martin Wood 

  October 8
th
   Holy Communion (BCP)     Revd Martin Wood 

  October 15
th
   Holy Communion (BCP)     Revd Martin Wood 

  October 22
nd

   Holy Communion (BCP)     Revd Martin Wood;  
  October 29

th
   Holy Communion (BCP)     Revd Martin Wood 
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FROM THE RECTOR 

 
Autumn Colours 

 
As I write, it is still very dry and hot and some of the trees have yellow leaves, or have lost their 
leaves because there is a shortage of water.  Nearly all of us are enchanted by the vivid reds and 
browns that emerge from the leaves. I know several people who travel to forests to see the  
Autumn colours.  For many years I wondered how the trees knew when to shed their leaves. I  
always assumed it was something to do with a fall in night-time temperature. The trees sensed it 
was getting colder. 
 
Apparently, it is ‘Photoperiodism’, that is the tree responds to the length of daylight.  I always  
marvel at the complexity of nature and how so often what appears to be simple is a complex 
mechanism perfectly suited to its task.  As we watch the leaves changing colours, we are  
witnessing the tree shutting down for winter. The leaves are slowly dying as the water and  
nutrients are being withdrawn.  The beauty I notice in the leaves happens more subtly in spring 
with fresh green colours, and more vibrantly in autumn with yellows, oranges and reds. At both 
these times, a rapid change is occurring before our eyes, and the eyes notice that change.  What 
we witness is the ability of the tree to sense the amount of daylight and respond appropriately.  
  
What is less apparent is what happens between spring and autumn, as the tree is in constant leaf.  
I am reminded that while things remain pretty much unchanged we take little notice.  When 
change happens rapidly we are often surprised or shocked by it.  Yet, if we remember the tree, it 
measures the daylight each day and acts accordingly. The problem is when things do not change 
much, we often forget to do the important things and take things for granted.  For me, I forget to 
say thank you or how much I value someone precious.  Then when things change rapidly it is too 
late to do the things you should have done.  Often there is no chance to make it up.  We are often 
guilty of failing to appreciate what we have before we lose it.  When I read in the Bible that people 
become comfortable, often their need for God diminishes and He becomes irrelevant.  
Unsurprisingly, they quickly drift into trouble and expect God to rescue them.  The teaching of the 
Bible is that a constant relationship with God should shape our everyday existence. 
 
The cycle of boom to bust is not a good model and to expect God to be the one who gets you out 
of trouble, free of charge, is not realistic. When things go wrong, there is always pain and hurt 
which are never easily overcome or forgotten. 
 
If we return to the trees and their measurement of daylight, we quickly realise that the light of the 
Sun is pretty much constant.  What changes is the proximity and angle of the earth to the Sun and 
that determines how much light the tree receives and how it should respond.  If we make the  
parallel comparison, God is constant.  What changes is how close and to what extent we are 
turned towards God.  God can only work with what we allow Him to do in our life. 
 

Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY 01647 24119 
(Tuesday to Sunday) revwood163@gmail.com 

 
 

 

 Welcome to the magazine again, and thank you to all the 

people who have sent in contributions. Please keep them 

coming. 
 

Subscriptions next year will be adjusted to take this  

year’s lost issues  into account.  
 

We shall try to keep printing, but future  restrictions due to 

Covid19 are unpredictable. 
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Unit 7 
GD Units 
Cofton Road 
Marsh Barton 
Exeter  
EX2 8QW 
 

Email:  info@westcoastwindows.co.uk 
Web:    www.westcoastwindows.co.uk 

 

Contact: Nigel Gribble or Mike Melluish 

 

ALUMINIUM  -  DOMESTIC  -  PVC WINDOWS 
DOORS  -  CONSERVATORIES  -  SHOP FRONTS 

  CURTAIN WALLING 
 
 

Tel:  01392 829800 
Fax: 01392 829808 

Raising Standards,  Installing Trust 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like a last resting place in 

beautiful countryside overlooking 
Dartmoor. 

 
Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie 

or Martin Chatfield 
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH DURING THE 
CORONAVIRUS/COVID 19 PANDEMIC 

 

A group of residents feel that we need to be 
aware that there will be people self-isolating in 
Whitestone who may need support at this  
difficult time. 
  

Please consider your neighbours and, if they 
need help, the people listed below will be willing 
to receive calls and hopefully contact young fit 
parishioners who can fetch shopping,  
medication or other tasks if you cannot. 
 

Please be aware of the government guidelines 
concerning washing hands, wiping shopping 
and keeping your distance. Coins and bank 
notes might also carry the virus. 
 

Remember the Tedburn Stores have a mobile 
shop which calls in at Whitestone on Saturdays 
at 10.30 am in Crossways and 10.50 am in the 
centre of the village. 
  

Contact the Tedburn Stores on 01647 61320 or 
shop@allstock.co.uk 
 

Helping Group 
 

Maria Joll       01392 811501   
 (Tea Party Group) 
 

Kay Norrington    01392 811428    
 (Church Warden) 
 

Liz Watkins     01392 811285  
 (Village Voices) 
 

Tracey Baird      01392 272 352   
 (The Royal Oak) 
 

Martin Fairley     01392 811977   
 (Parish Pals) 
 

Angela Paddy      01647 61934    
 (Good Companions at  
         Pathfinder Villlage) 
 

Tom and Rebecca Oliver   01392 811313  
 (Trillow) 
 

Mary Belt     01392 811374 
 (Parish Councillor) 

 

We will be celebrating 

HARVEST 
on Sunday September 27th at 6.0.pm 

However it will not be as usual as we are not  
allowed to sing the familiar hymns. 

Please still bring gifts of tinned and dry goods 
for St Petrocks. 

 

This is the period of Creationtide until 
October 4th –the Saint day of  

St Francis of Assisi 
 

And our service will be a Thanksgiving in words and 
organ music for a bountiful Harvest 

(particularly of apples !) 

WHITESTONE with OLDRIDGE PARISH 
 
2020 Annual Meeting of the PCC 
 
1. The Annual Meeting of Parishioners was held in the 
Parish Hall on the evening of 25 Aug 2020 – each  
attendee, there were 12, had their own table in the main 
hall (so plenty of social distancing). 
 

Dr Jane Richards and Lady Kay Norrington were  
proposed and elected as Churchwardens. 
 

Jane and Kay were thanked for their services to the  
Parish during 2019/20. 
 
2. The Annual PCC meeting then followed. 
 

• The Annual Report and Financial Statements of the 
PCC for year ended 31 Dec 2019 were circulated .In 
his report, the Independent Examiner, Mr John  
Robinson, expressed his thanks to the Treasurer, Mr 
Philip Nierop, for producing the Accounts in such a 
clear format and in an accurate and timely manner. 
These thanks were endorsed by the whole meeting 
and the Report and Financial Statements were  
approved.The Churchwardens were thanked for  
putting the comprehensive Annual Report together. 

 

• A report from Pathfinder Church was circulated. Jenny 
Halling, who had for many years organised the  
management and development of Pathfinder Church, 
had expressed a wish to retire from this role on the 
PCC. Jenny was thanked for her outstanding  
contribution at Pathfinder and all wished her a  
peaceful retirement and hoped she would visit  
whenever she wished. 

 

• Muriel circulated her report on Oldridge Church and 
thanked Rev Martin Wood for taking their Easter,  
Harvest and Carol services in a friendly and caring 
way 

 
3. Elections  
 

1) PCC - The remaining PCC members after Jenny  
Halling’s retirement had indicated agreement to  
continuing and were unanimously voted in en-bloc 

2) Sidesmen—All had agreed to continue and were  
voted in en bloc 

3) Synod - Mary Stanbury reported on the meeting with 
the Bishop of Crediton. After nearly 40 years as a 
Synod representative Mary wished to stand down. 
Mary was warmly thanked for her service. Jane  
Richards and Kay Norrington having indicated  
willingness to stand were voted in as Synod  
Representatives. 

4) Treasurer - Philip Nierop expressed the wish to leave 
his Treasury role in 2021 

5) Independent Examiner - John Robinson was prepared 
to continue and was voted in with thanks 

6) Health & Safety and Safeguarding - Jane Richards 
was thanked for agreeing to continue and was voted 
in as Health &Safety Officer and Safeguarding Officer. 

 
4. Any other business 
 

Jennifer Kellagher recommended that the Parish  
Magazine should re-commence with the October ’20  
issue - It was noted that there were plans for an October 
issue and Jock would require items by 20.9.20 
 

The meeting closed at 8pm. 
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• Painting & Decorating 
Exterior & Interior 

• Cleaning of Guttering, 
Fascias, etc. 

• Window Cleaning 
• Weeding & Clearance of 

Gardens 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 

Call Bob on 
01392 811980 or 

07907899097 

 

 

 

 

Sally White 
 

 

Visiting Foot Health Practitioner 

 

Professional help for all your foot 

care needs 

 

S.A.C. Dip, FHPP, FHPT 

 

Tel: 07503199473 
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The last date for  contributions to the 
next Parish Magazine (NOVEMBER) is 

 

Friday 16th October 
 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

magazine@superjock.co.uk 

BOOKING THE PARISH HALL 
 

No new bookings are being taken for the  
Whitestone Parish Hall at present.  

Please contact the Booking Clerk, Caroline  
Honeywill, for the latest information. 

 

Tel: 01392 811245 email: carolinehoneywill@icloud.com 

Health Inequalities Workshop  19/08/2020  
run by Devon Communities Together 

Report by Cllr. Susan Llewelyn 
 
On 19

th
 August, Devon Communities Together ran an  

on-line workshop to consider the question of Health  
Inequalities in Devon. It took the form of a discussion  
between about 14 participants (from various voluntary 
groups, town and parish councils, and social enterprises) 
and was chaired by Dr. Louise MacAllister, Project Lead 
for Devon Communities Together.  I attended as a  
member of Whitestone Parish Council.  The outcomes  
from the event are being fed back to Devon County  
Council and will help to shape thinking about how to  
improve future health provision across Devon, and how to 
reduce health inequalities, especially after the pandemic. 
  
Participants discussed their perceptions of existing  
inequalities in health and social care experience and  
service provision across Devon. Examples included poor 
transport links, poor quality housing, loneliness, social  
isolation (for example amongst the farming community) 
and lack of youth services, all of which contribute to mental 
and physical ill-health locally.  It was suggested that there 
is, to a degree, a postcode lottery of access to services in 
the county, and that primary care has to work hard to pick 
up the slack.   It was clear that local communities have an 
important role in providing good quality community 
healthcare, such as having good neighbourhood networks 
and local hubs (like the Parish Hall and email networks in 
Whitestone). These make a lot of difference in connecting 
people, reducing isolation and distress, as well as  offering 
practical help to people when needed.  
 
Three key points emerged for DCC and local councils if we 
want to reduce health inequalities and build better health 
for our communities in the future, especially post-
pandemic: 
 
1. The importance of keeping good records of what is 

happening, and of what is needed, was stressed. There 
are grants and money available to improve services, 
but only if need can be proved.  So good data is vital to 
prove what is needed, and how a particular service 
might make an impact. 
 

2. Good health is not only, or even primarily a matter of 
personal choice since much of what influences our 
health is determined by larger forces not under our own 
control:  things like air quality, access to good quality 
food, dry and safe housing, safe transport, access to 
social opportunities etc. Therefore we need to make 
sure we keep the focus of policy makers on these 
things.  
 

3. Local knowledge and connections seem to be vital.  
Local communities were encouraged to ensure that 
there are clear pathways for people who need help, 
and that we know how to help those who are struggling: 
for example would we notice if there was a local family 
that is having difficulties, and know how to get them 
referred to the services that could help them? 

 
There are also three specific ways to improve services and 
the experience of health across Devon: 
 
1. Streamlining funding so that less is wasted by unhelpful 

competition between different parts of health and social 
care. 
 
 

2. Making decision-making as local as possible, and 
linked to specific places. 
 

3. Improving public transport and reducing dependence on 
cars which add to pollution, isolation and lack of physi-
cal fitness. 

 
The organisers were also interested in receiving further 
comments or expression of interest in further collaborative 
work around health, health inequality, and COVID-19 in 
Devon. 
 
Please get in touch with me        
     (susan.llewelyn@hmc.ox.ac.uk)  
if you are interested in taking any of these points further.  
 

JUST FOR FUN 
 

• The man who invented the door knocker got a no-bell 
prize. 

• My ex-wife still misses me. But her aim is starting to 
improve. 

• How does a lawyer sleep? First he lies on one side, 
then he lies on the other. 

• There was a kidnapping at school yesterday. Don’t 
worry, though - he woke up. 

• He wasn’t originally going to get a brain transplant, but 
then he changed his mind. 

• Which country’s capital has the fastest-growing  
population? - Ireland. It’s Dublin every day. 

• A supercilious crook going downstairs? Oh you mean, 
a condescending (con, descending). 

• Jill broke her finger today, but on the other hand she 
was completely fine. 

• England doesn't have a kidney bank, but it does have 
a Liverpool. 

• I tried to sue the airline for losing my luggage. I lost 
my case. 

• I went to buy some camouflage trousers yesterday but 
couldn't find any. 

• I can’t believe I got fired from the calendar factory. All I 
did was take a day off. 

• The man who survived pepper spray and mustard gas 
is now a seasoned veteran 

• Will glass coffins be a success? Remains to be seen. 

• ‘I have a split personality’ said Tom, being Frank. 
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ACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Established since 1981  
 

Fully Insured 
 

Any amount large or small -  
Domestic & Commercial 

 

Prompt Reliable Service -  
Available 7 days a week 

 

Free Quotations - Competitive Prices 
 

Tel: 01392 430988 
 

Highfield, Rowhorne Road 
Nadderwater, Exeter, EX4 2JEEmail: aces-

caffolding@yahoo.co. uk 

 

 

Family business, 
   established 25 years 
 

House clearance service 
 

Removal service 
 

Free scrap metal collec-
tion including 
   washing machines, 
cookers, etc. 
 

Free quotations 
 

Fully insured 
 
 

**NEW ** Steam cleaning service for 
gardens, patios, car engines as well as 

industrial items including lorries 
 

Phone Tim on 01392 427415 or 07887694873 

Aerials & Satellite 
City & Guilds  NVQ 

 

01363 777190   07841 644395 
 

kev@kevinosborneaerials.co.uk 

 
Aerial Upgrades ** All aspects of Installation and Repair 

** Existing Aerial & Satellite Problems Resolved **  

Discrete Installation ** DAB Radio Aerial ** Extra TV Points 

Free Advice ** Free Quotation Service ** Free Signal Check 
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Hello everyone, 
 

Once again I hope you are all keeping well and keeping 
safe. 
 

This time, I was sincerely hoping to say that we were  
hoping to restart Good Companions in October but the 
government has reduced the number of people meeting 
together from 30 down to 6. The exceptions are for  
weddings, funerals and students. 
 

I have been asking you to `watch this space` but now, 
regrettably, we will have to wait until at least December 
provided, of course, everyone keeps to the advice -  
  Hands Face  Space.  
If they do, we can get back to some form of normality 
quicker. 
 

Has anyone any interesting little tales that could interest 
or entertain us. Something lighthearted would be  
appreciated. 
 

Whatever you do,  keep well and keep safe always. 
 

Angela and the team. 

Sour Apples 
From “The Times” Notebook (Janice  Turner) 10.9.2020 

 

I do wonder about the motives of people who shove vast 
bags of windfall apples into your hands every visit. “Here, 
we’re swimming in them”, they say “it’s been a bumper 
crop this year.” 
So you stagger off with a ton of fruit which must immedi-
ately be peeled ,chopped and cooked, otherwise practi-
cally within minutes it sits brown, seeping and reproachful 
in the fruit bowl. You make a crumble or a tarte tatin, but 
still there are dozens left. Eventually, tipping rotten apples 
into the bin, you berate yourself for squandering nature’s 
bounty, and reflect that this windfall is less a gift than a 
problem shared.. 

Jane Richards 

*** IT’S THAT TIME OF YEAR AGAIN *** 
THE SAMARITAN’S PURSE 

 

Otherwise known as the SHOEBOX APPEAL - 
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD, Samaritan’s Purse is 
a charity devoted to relieving poverty worldwide.  
Christmas Child operates by giving shoeboxes filled with 
small items to children who otherwise would receive no 
presents at all at Christmas. Imagine the joy of finding 
unexpected goodies -pencils, gloves, a toothbrush, a toy 
or two as a gift when you have nothing. 
 

The scheme is supported across the country and, last 
year, thousands of boxes travelled to Eastern Europe 
with the boxes being checked by volunteers before  
despatch. Mary Stanbury (01392 811532) collates the 
boxes for Whitestone and Oldridge and, if you are  
intending to fill a box and are unsure of how to go about 
it, please contact her for more information. Mary also 
has leaflets which each person contributing requires 
(one leaflet per box). If you have any problem in  
obtaining a box, Mary has some flat-pack ones  
available. 
 
You can deliver your filled box to Mary no later than 2nd 
November but please telephone her beforehand to  
ensure that she is around to receive your box or boxes. 
Alternatively, as there is an early morning service at St. 
Catherines on Sunday 1st November, boxes may be 
delivered there. 
 
Sadly children in many places still go without. You can 
make a big difference to one of them this Christmas. 
Boxes for boys are particularly welcome. Visit: https://
www.samaritans-purse.org.uk/ if you are interested in 
finding out more. 
 
If you wish to fill a box, please select from the following 
or similar items. All items should be new. 
PLEASE NOTE THAT TOOTHPASTE AND SWEETS 
ARE NO LONGER PERMITTED IN THE BOXES. 
 
• A cuddly toy 
• A toothbrush, bar of wrapped soap & flannel 
• Note pad, drawing paper, picture and comic books 
• Pencils, pens and pencil sharpener 
• A set of crayons or felt pens 
• A hat, cap, gloves or scarf 
• A small ball or tennis ball 
• A puzzle (small jigsaw) 
• For boys: a toy car, truck, passenger plane or similar 

and football cards 
• For girls: small jewellery set, doll or skipping rope or 

hair accessories 
• A greetings card and / or a photo of yourself 
 
I’m sure you will understand that YOU MUST NOT  
INCLUDE ITEMS FROM ANY OF THE FOLLOWING 
CATEGORIES: 
• Chocolate, sweets or other food items 
• War related games (Toy guns, knives, play soldiers, 

  etc.) 
• Clothing other than listed above 
• Liquids of any type 
• Hand-made or knitted stuffed toys 
• Medicines 
• Toothpaste 
• Books with many words 
• Marbles or sharp objects 
• Anything of a political, racial or religious nature 
 

Mary Stanbury,  Poole Meadow, Tedburn St.Mary, Ex66 AJ 

WHITESTONE RESIDENT LOOKING TO RENT 
 

2 bed accommodation with garden/decking area and  
outside storage in Whitestone or surrounding area. 
Alternatively, a possible plot for positioning an eco-lodge. 
Must be sunny, open and light. 
Currently living at Acorn Barn. Good references are  
available from Rob and Una Mingo. 
2 professional adults, no children, no pets.  
(Very sad move, landlords unexpectedly require property 
back to move into.) 

  
All ideas, suggestions or recommendations to: 
Gerry Bolt 07836 576 615 or Mandy Swift  07780 607670 
Email: boltgerry@gmail.com 
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Ms Baird was in attendance at the meeting and the  
meeting was closed to allow her to answer some queries 
before the following report was authorised. 
The application is in the main supported.  The Royal Oak 
is an existing business and it’s proposed expansion is 
compliant with the NPPF and Teignbridge Local Plan  
policies.  The proposed extension and alterations to the 
interior accommodation will meet the needs of the  
applicant and her family as well as providing better  
disabled access and improved toilet facilities for all  
customers.  The impact on the landscape character and  
visibility would be minimal.  Existing trees and hedges are 
far enough away from the development site not to cause 
concern. 
 

The Council have identified three points that they wish to 
be considered regarding this application. 
The proposed development is situated in a Flood Zone 3 
area and it is stated on the application form that surface 
water is to be disposed of into the existing water course 
which we are assuming is the Nadderbrook.  We have 
some concerns regarding the plans to  manage flood risk. 
No new car parking spaces are proposed and we question 
whether 12 existing allocated spaces which now includes 
one designated disabled space will be adequate if the 
business is to expand.  The road outside the front of the 
Royal Oak is not suitable or safe to be used for overspill 
parking,.  The narrow single track lane opposite is not  
suitable for cars to park along either. 
The Planning Statement is lacking in details regarding the 
impact of the proposed expansion of business to those 
living close by.  The opening hours have not been  
specified and if these are to be increased the impact of 
noise and light pollution will need to be considered. 
 
28.3  The following applications having been  
received from Teignbridge District Council with a  
request for comments were examined and responses 
were sent which can be viewed on Teignbridge  
District Council Planning site:- 
19/00202/FUL (7

th
 May 2020)  Formation of a slurry pit at 

Upper Kingswell Farm 
20/00843/CLDE (4

th
 June 2020) Certificate of lawfulness 

for existing residential use at building on Rowhorne Road 
20/00018/REF  13

th
 July 2020)  Appeal against refusal of 

planning permission for change of use of agricultural land 
to rear of self storage business at White Horse Self  
Storage, Tedburn Road 
20/00726/FUL  (July 2020)  First Floor extension, attached 
garage and associated works at Ridgeway. 
20/01016/HOU  Two storey side extension at 2 Barton 
Cottages. 
20/01130/FUL (10

th
 August 2020)  Erection of temporary 

mobile agricultural dwelling for 3 years on land adjacent to 
the Old Chapel. 
20/00230FUL (10

th
 August 2020)  Change of use of  

agricultural land and conversion of existing buildings to 
commercial use including widening of existing access at 
Devon View. 
 

Cllr Miles noted that there have been landscape  
objections for the application for Devon View and also  
objections for 2 Barton Cottages 
 
PLANNING GRANTED/REFUSED 
28.4  Variation of Condition following Planning  
Permission 17/00378/MAJ 
20/00120/VAR  Variation of conditions 2 and 3 to allow 
revised design and material finishes on planning  
permission for Treelands, Five Mile Hill – Granted 
20/03/20 
 

 WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL 10th September 
2020 
 

DRAFT Minutes of Whitestone Parish Council held at 
Whitestone Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 10

th
  

September 2020 to be ratified on 8
th
 October 2020. 

 

Attendance:- Chairman – Councillor N Thom 
  Councillors M Belt, V Bryant, L Fairley, P Lee,  
  S Llewelyn, T Miles. 
  Ms T Baird. 
Apologies:- Councillor D Jones owing to remaining  

clinically extremely vulnerable and, in the  
absence of a proven infrastructure for hybrid 
meetings, it is an unnecessary risk for his  
attendance at an indoor public meeting although 
he has been participating in Council business 
throughout the past six months. 

 

24.   The Chair opened the meeting of the Parish Council 
and the Minutes of the Council Meetings held on  
Thursday 12

th
 March and the Virtual Meeting held on 

Monday 1
st
 June having been circulated were taken as 

read and signed by Councillor Thom. 
 

25.  Cllr Thom thanked the Councillors for dealing with 
the planning applications during the past months during 
the lockdown and Cllr Llewelyn proposed that the  
arrangements currently in place should continue into the 
future with all Councillors being consulted.  This was  
seconded with all in favour and therefore the proposal 
was formally approved. 
 

26. Appointment of Vice Chair to fill the vacancy due to 
resignation of Mr R Bramhall. 
Cllr Fairley was proposed and seconded with all in favour. 
 

27.Co-option of two Councillors to fill vacancies through 
the resignation of Mr R Bramhall and Mr B Hunt. 
Applications received from Ms T Baird, Mrs L Dyer, Mr A 
Evans, and Mrs C Galton having been circulated to  
Councillors were then voted upon with Mr A Evans and 
Mrs C Galton being nominated to fill the two vacancies. 
 

27. It had been noted that County Councillor Connett has 
been appointed as the Leader of Teignbridge District  
Council and congratulations were sent on behalf of the  
Parish Council. 
 
28. PLANNING - These applications can be viewed 
on line by going into the public access system at  
Teignbridge Planning/Devon County Council follow-
ing the directions giving the application reference 
Planning Applications 
28.1  20/01265/HOU  First floor rear extension and 
ground floor porch at Norway Farm. 
This application was considered to be in accord with  
Local Plan policy WEB    (Domestic Extensions, Ancilliary  
Domestic Curtilage Buildings and Boundary Treatments).  
It will result in improved accommodation.  It is not an  
overdevelopment of the site and has no impact on the 
neighbouring properties.  No trees or hedges are affected.  
There is no significant visual impact on the landscape and 
the landscape character is not changed.  The results of 
the ecological survey and the proposed mitigation are  
satisfactory.  The view is that this application should be 
supported although the Council would point out that  
construction vehicles will need to access Norway Farm 
from the Parish Hall end of Church Lane and not from the 
Whitestone Church end since the lane is too steep and 
too narrow with a very difficult right turn. 
 
28.2  20/01443/FUL  Two storey side extension at  
Royal Oak, Nadderwater 
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28.5 Grant of Conditional Planning Permission 
20/00194/FUL Change of use of previous care home to 
domestic dwelling at Cameroon – Granted 15/04/20 
19/01872/FUL Office building and associated works at 
Cross Park Farm, Tedburn St Mary – Granted 27/04/20 
19/02276/FU  Demolition of barn and construction of two 
dwellings at Styles Barton Farm – Granted 12/05/20 
   20/00584/VAR  Variation of condition 2 on planning 
permission 17/01292/FUL (replacement of conservatory 
with new extension and replacement of garage and shed 
with garage/workshop building) to allow increased  
storage in loft space at East Kent Farmhouse – Granted 
19/05/20. 
20/00521/FUL Change of use of land to form a campsite 
at Exeter View Stables, Rowhorne Road – Granted 
10/06/20. 
19/01730/MAJ Change of use of the land from  
agricultural to a dog walking field including two shelters 
and static caravan on land opposite Rebecca Springs, 
Nadderwater – Granted 10/06/20 
20/00501/FUL Replacement dwelling at Nadderwater 
Haven, Nadderwater – Granted 12/06/20 
20/00616/FUL Single storey front/side extension, side 
dormer window including raising of part of roof and  
extension of driveway to provide additional off-road  
parking space and retaining walls at 9 Merrymeet – 
Granted 20/06/20. 
20/00886/FUL Agricultural building at Woodhay Farm – 
Granted 28/07/20 
 
28.6  Refusal of Planning Application 
20/00870/AGR Agricultural storage barn at Bickhams 
Farm – Refused 25/06/20 
28.7  Prior Approval not required 
20/00660/AGR Two machinery and fodder stores at Little 
Chilton Farm – Granted 21/05/20 
28.8  Appeal Decisions by the Planning Inspectorate 
Refusal of planning permission for change of use of part 
of paddock to domestic curtilage at 2 Barton Cottages – 
29/5/20. . 
Refusal of conversion of existing commercial building into 
two dwellings and partial demolition of two single story 
elements and associated works at Unit 1, Rebecca 
Springs – 03/6/20. . 
 
29. MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 
29.1   2 School Houses – Thermal Insulation Assessment 
Following the information received from the Letting 
Agents (Carter Geering) regarding the insulation not 
reaching the current regulations, they had obtained two 
quotations for remedial work to be completed and the 
Parish Council had arranged for a third all of which had 
been circulated to Councillors. 
Quotation 1 - £3,205.15 + VAT and disposal at £120 + 
VAT. 
Quotation 2 - £2,913.16 + VAT (£582.63) including  
disposal.  
Quotation 3 - £2,970.00 + VAT (£594.00) 
Following discussion it was resolved that Quotation 3 
which was from Pyne Electrical Services should be  
accepted. 
 
29.2   Crossway Park Report by Cllr Fairley 
The playground was closed after the 21

st
 March, on  

order of the Government, until the 4
th
 July when  

graduated opening of outdoor venues was permitted.  
The week before opening Cllr Thom and Mr Blades (our 
Lengthsman) did a lot of repairs to the play equipment 
but the Bear Springer was taped off and a notice put on it 
to say “out of use”.  Cllr Lee and I sanitised the  
equipment each time before opening and before closing 
and kept a distant presence there.  We also kept a record 

for track and trace if necessary.  To start with the  
playground was opened just between 12 and 4pm on 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, then after two 
weeks it was opened every day as measures were lifted.   
People were generally very compliant with using hand 
sanitiser and keeping groups of children distanced.  As 
lockdown was lifted we continued to sanitise equipment 
regularly with longer gaps between visits as the strong 
sunlight and rain on other occasions were helpful in  
keeping things clean. People have had to be reminded 
not to let children use the Adult Exercise Equipment and 
of adult responsibility so we have left some of the notices 
up at the entrance. 
 

The only real problem during this time was a large wasp’s 
nest in the grass bank which Mr Blades dealt with  
promptly.  We still check the playground on a regular  
basis and unfortunately litter has become more of a  
problem again as the use of the playground increased.  
Before lockdown the equipment was checked about once 
a week.  We also talked to a few of the people using the 
playpark and everyone we spoke to was pleased we have 
managed to re-open with the safety measures in place.  
One father from Crossways had a suggestion that an 
opening/stile be created in the hedge at the end of the 
Close to make it safer for the families there to walk into 
the playpark without the need for walking along the lane 
without a pavement or along the main road, again without 
a pavement.  We wondered it this was feasible and if so 
would it be a good idea to do a survey to ascertain the 
support for this access or not. 
 

The Bear Springer is beyond repair so a replacement was 
investigated.  I looked at four manufacturers and only the 
original supplier made one of the size of the original, the 
others only had smaller springers of which we already 
have two.  The replacement springer would cost 
£3,174.81 + delivery charge of £317 (Proludic)  The  
removal of the original and installation of the new one has 
been difficult to find out.  I am still awaiting a reply from 
Somerset Landscapes for removal of the broken springer 
and installation of the new.  They did reply but I could not 

 
30. MATTERS RAISED BY THE CHAIRMAN 
30.1  Cllr Thom informed the meeting of his imminent 
retirement from the Parish Council owing to personal  
commitments.  The meeting proposed a vote of thanks to 
Cllr Thom for his time and commitment to the post of 
Councillor and Chairman during his time on the Council 
and he returned the Chairman’s Badge of Office. 
 

30.2  As he will no longer be in office he proposed 
that a Councillor should become the line manager for the 
Parish Lengthsman and Cllr Belt accepted the  
commitment.  
 

 30.3 Discussion took place regarding future meetings 
and the necessity for Councillors unable to attend for 
health reasons being able to take part in the Council  
business.  Cllr Miles proposed that a laptop should be 
purchased for the use of the Council as was authorised in 
the budget for 2020-21 and this was sanctioned by the 
meeting held in January 2020.  She will investigate the 
procedure for buying a licence for Zoom in order that the 
Council could have hybrid meetings owing to the current 
situation regarding coronavirus. 
 

30.4  Following a request for an estimate for a  
replacement noticeboard for the wall at the Parish Hall Mr 
Netherway has quoted a sum of £435.00 and it was  
resolved that this quotation was accepted.  
 

 /Continued on p13 
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Income 
31.4  01/09/20 1 School Houses rent to 29

th
 September 

2020 £750.00 - £72.00 (includes £12.00 VAT) = 
£678.00. 

31.5 03/09/20 2 School Houses rent to 1
st
 October 

2020 £825.00 - £79.20 (includes £13.20 VAT) =  
£745.80. 

 
Expenditure 
The following expenditure was proposed and seconded 
for payment.  All in favour and the cheques were signed 
by Councillors Belt and Miles. 
31.6 Mrs P Vaughan - Clerk’s expenses/quarterly salary 
 £329.31 (Cheque No 526)  
31.7 HM Customs and Excise - Clerk’s income tax £75.80 
 (Cheque No 527) 
31.8 Fry & Son  £120.37 (includes £20.07 VAT) (Cheque 
 No 528) 
31.9 Mr L Blades £309.18 (Cheque No 529) 
 
32. CORRESPONDENCE  
31.1 A letter from the Trustees of the Parish Hall has been 
received thanking the Parish Council for agreeing to  
contribute £1,000 towards the installation of a hearing  
system in the Billiard Room.  Once the Covid-19  
restrictions are lifted, the Parish Hall Committee will be 
arranging a demonstration prior to purchase and the  
Parish Council will be informed when the date is set. 
 

31.2 An email was received indicating that the Hall  
Management Committee are intending to replace the  
existing exit/entrance ramp at the side of the Hall with one 
that complies with modern legal standards and they felt 
that the Parish Council need to be informed as they are 
the owners of the land. 
 
32. REPORTS 
32.1 Cllr Miles reported booking for a Webinar on  
Changes in Planning Law Course taking place on 17

th
 

September organised by Devon Association of Local 
Councils at a cost of £15 plus VAT. 
 

32.2 Cllr Belt reported that there is a vegetation landslip in 
the hedge near Brooklands Cottage which is in need of 
attention and the Clerk was instructed to report this to 
Devon Highways. 
 

32.3 The question of additional litter bins was discussed 
and quotes had been obtained from Glasdon and it was 
sanctioned that Cllr Miles should order two bins to be  
delivered to Cllr Belt and that Mr Blades will fix these in 
position.  
 

32.4 Cllr Llewelyn reported that she had attended a Heath 
Inequalities Workshop run by Devon Communities  
Together on the 19

th
 August and would be forwarding a 

copy for inclusion in the Whitestone Parish Magazine. 
 

32.5 Cllr Llewelyn also reported attending the Parish of 
Whitestone and Oldridge Church meeting on the 25

th
  

August. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.25pm. 
 
The next meeting will take place on Thursday 8

th
 October 

2020. 

(continued from p11) 
 
31. FINANCE Details since 31

st
 March 2020 

31.1 Closing Bank balance at Nat West at 31
st
 March 

2020  £40,162.13 
31.2 Statement of income and expenditure to 17

th
 August 

2020 
Income – from 1

st
 April to 4

th
 August £15,884.63 as  

follows 
1 School Houses rent to 29

th
 April 2020 £750.00 - £72.00 

(includes £12.00 VAT) = £678.00. 
2 School Houses rent to 1

st
 May 2020 £825.00 - £79.20 

(includes £13.20 VAT) = £745.80. 
1 School Houses rent to 30

th
 May 2020 £750.00 - £72.00 

(includes £12.00 VAT) = £678.00. 
2 School Houses rent to 1

st
 June 2020 £825.00 - £79.20 

(includes £13.20 VAT) = £745.80. 
1 School Houses rent to 29

th
 June 2020 £750.00 - £72.00 

(includes £12.00 VAT) = £678.00. 
2 School Houses rent to 1

st
 July 2020 £825.00 - £79.20 

(includes £13.20 VAT) = £745.80. 
1 School Houses rent to 30

th
 July 2020 £750.00 - £72.00 

(includes £12.00 VAT) = £678.00. 
2 School Houses rent to 1

st
 August 2020 £825.00 - 

£79.20 (includes £13.20 VAT) = £745.80. 
1 School Houses rent to 30

th
 August 2020 £750.00 - 

£72.00 (includes £12.00 VAT) = £678.00. 
2 School Houses rent to 1

st
 September 2020 £825.00 - 

£79.20 (includes £13.20 VAT) = £745.80. 
Teignbridge District Council £2,550.00  1

st
 Half year  

Precept 
Devon County Council £750.00 P3 Footpath Grant 
HM Revenue and Customs VAT returned £4,709.63 
 
31.3  Expenditure of £7,158.45 has been paid to 17

th
 

August which includes management charges from Carter 
Geering as indicated above. 
01/04/20  RMA Environmental Ltd £1,345.44 (includes  
   £224.24 VAT) Professional Consultancy  
   Services (cheque 513) 
01/04/20  Fry & Son £213.90 (includes £35.65 VAT)   
   Pothole material (cheque 514) 
03/04/20  Devon Association of Local Councils £170.78  
  (includes £29.78 VAT) (cheque 515) 
29/02//20 Carter Geering EPC Report for 1 School House 
   £84.00 (includes £14 VAT) paid through Carter 
   Geering. 
29/02/20  Carter Geering EPC Report for 2 School House 
  £84.00 (includes £14 VAT) paid through 
                Carter Geering 
31/03/20  Carter Geering EPC re-visit at 2 School House  
   £52.00 (includes £7 VAT) paid through 
                Carter Geering 
05/05/20  Came & Company (Council Insurance)   
   £1,230.79 (cheque 516) 
13/05/20  Graham Dicker – grass cutting £826.73   
  (cheque 517) 
02/06/20  Mr R Cox (Internal Audit)  £200.00  
  (cheque 518) 
02/06/20  Mr F Clark (replacement steps on footpath 22  
   and new sign on bridleway 27) £526.63 
                (includes £97.77 VAT) (cheque 519) 
04/06/20  Mr L Blades £341.77 (cheque 520) 
22/06/20  Mrs P Vaughan (Clerk’s expenses/quarterly  
   salary £380.17 (cheque 521) 
22/06/20  HM Customs and Excise (Clerk’s income tax  
   £75.80 (cheque 522) 
14/07/20  Mr L Blades £420.86 (cheque 523) 
10/08/20  Mr L Blades £423.45 (cheque 524) 
17/08/20  CPRE £36.00 (cheque 525) 
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Building Surveys 
Defect & Repair Advice 

Expert witness 
Architectural design 

Contract Administration        
Party Wall 

Dilapidations 

 

GARETH  J  CLATWORTHY 
 

Interior & Exterior Quality Decorating 
 

‘LOWER HURSTON’ 
 Tel: (01392) 811819                                Tedburn Road 
          07925 054796                                      Whitestone 
    gj.clatworthy@gmail.com                                     Devon   
                          EX4  2HF 

     

          Stephen Heathcote 
         Property Surveying 
 
 

    Pound Farm 
    Whitestone 
    Exeter  EX4 2HP 
    shpsurveying@btinternet.com  
    www.shpsurveying.co.uk 
    07711 047372  
 

 Your Local    
         Chartered Building Surveyor & 

 Architectural Designer       

 

 

RM House &  
Commercial Clearance 

including 
 

Houses, Workshops, Garages & Gardens 
Any size job 

 

Call/txt 07578 869 650  

HOMEWORKS 
 

Carpentry 
 

General maintenance and 
Refurbishment 

 

Dealing with all types of maintenance 
 

Painting and Decorating 

H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A Y 
 
 

Carpenter & Joinery Manufacturer 
 
 

Pitt Farm, Churchtown, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2LG 
 
 

07710 434760 (mobile)    01392 811829 (tel/ans) 

Mitchell Funeral Services 
 

Your local Funeral Directors 

In your time of need we'll take care of all the funeral 
arrangements.  Call us 24 hours a day. 

We also supply Funeral Pre-Payment Plans 
 

King William Street, Exeter EX4 6PD 
Tel: 01392 272682 
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GARDENING CLUB FOR OCTOBER 
 
During lockdown, so many people have found a new 
interest in dedicating this free time to their gardens, 
courtyards, and balconies. 
 

So many months have now passed and we are now in 
Autumn. It's harvest time and time to enjoy the late 
summer sun. 
 

For those of you who have enjoyed this new passion, 
the Garden Club will appear in this magazine to guide 
you on events and suggest  jobs to do each month. 
The club would usually meet once a month at the  
Parish Hall but we do hope that life will have some 
sort of normality in 2021 and we will be able to  
welcome visitors and new members once again.  
 
Here are a few Autumn jobs : 
1. Tidy and clean cold frames and greenhouses (in 

readiness for tender plants) 
2. Begin Autumn care in your lawns. 
3. Plant bulbs to provide spring colour (tulips not till 

November ) 
4. Time for some pruning ( but not Mahonia Hebe 

Camellia )  
5. Rake up fallen leaves. 
6. Replant containers for winter flowering ( pansies 

heathers bulbs ) 
7. Keep dead heading ( this allows the plant to  

redirect energy for regrowth) 
8. Lift and divide perennial's which have grown too 

big. 
9. Start a compost bin with all kitchen waste, grass 

cutting and garden trimmings. 
10. Mulching is great for borders as this adds valuable 

nutrients to the soil. 
  
Any guidance call Philip 01647 61419  or Gill/David 
811585 
 

Whitestone Gardening Club 

Notes from the Chair    

Dunsford Amateur Dramatics Society (D.A.D.S.) 
 
It is with great regret that DADS have decided that, due 
to the restrictions regarding COVID-19, there will be no 
pantomime performed in January 2021. At present, the 
Village Hall committee is unsure when the hall will be 
able to re-open and, as the rehearsals for the pantomime 
usually start in Sept/Oct, there will not be time for the 
necessary preparations to ensure the next pantomime is 
up to our normal standard. The good news is that we 
hope to be able to put on a play or some light  
entertainment around Eastertime, providing we are back 
to normal by then. 
  

Fellow Whitestonians, 
 

What incredible times we live in. It seems like an age 
since I last did this and so much has happened. I write 
this, my final ‘notes from the Chair’, following  
September’s Parish Council meeting. The first mask to 
mask gathering since the onslaught of Coronavirus. 
 

Despite all the upheaval and Government restrictions, 
your Councillors have continued to work extremely hard 
on your behalf. I would like to thank them for all their  
efforts especially around planning applications. 
I hope you will all have seen the benefits to our Parish 
with the employment of Mr L Blades, our new 
lengthsman. He has been very busy steadily going 
through the long list of jobs I gave him. If there is anything 
you feel he should tackle, then please get in touch with 
Mary Belt who will in the future be co-ordinating his work 
load. 
 

Over the lockdown period, we did lose two valued  
members of the council, Ron Bramhall and Bob Hunt. I 
would like to take this opportunity to thank them for all 
they accomplished serving Whitestone. Two new  
members were elected at the meeting, I wish them well. 
 

There have been a few changes and additions over the 
summer. Lots of work has been carried out at the play 
park with much needed repairs to equipment, new litter 
bins have been installed which we hope will encourage 
our younger parishioners to recycle as much as possible. 
More trees have been planted and notice boards have 
been ordered. With more people taking exercise around 
our lovely bit of Devon, we have ordered some new bins 
to be placed at various new places to help keep the place 
looking clean and welcoming. 
 

The Council has adopted a new approach to conducting 
its business which has proved to be very successful. 
Councillors have taken responsibility for various tasks or 
planning applications and then put together a summary of 
views for consideration by Teignbridge DC. We must  
continue to be vigilant and not allow anything to sneak 
through, under the cloak of Covid. 
 

It is with great sadness that I handed in my resignation at 
the September meeting. Following a massive change in 
personal circumstances, I must concentrate all my  
energies on self-preservation and my daughter Tabitha’s 
future. 
 

In my brief spell as Chair, I hope I have helped in some 
small way to keep this wonderful place we call home  
special. 
Over and out! 
Nick 

WHITESTONE PLAYERS 
 

It is with great disappointment that we have decided it is 
not practical to do a pantomime this year.  Even though 
the Hall will have all the appropriate precautions, we feel 
we cannot keep it safe for everyone over  all the  
components that go into producing a pantomime.  We are 
not prepared to put on a pantomime that does not come 
up to the fantastic Whitestone standard. 
 

Having said that, pantomime will be back and we look  
forward to seeing everyone in Autumn 2021 for  
rehearsals and everyone else in 2022 for a rip roaring 
pantomime! 
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SUMMARY OF THE LAST SIX MONTHS WORK 
OF WHITSTONE PARISH COUNCIL 
 
Dear Fellow Whitestoners, 
 

Well, it has been a long and demanding six months,  
hasn’t it?   The pandemic has been (and continues to be) 
a tough haul for many of us, with some of us facing  
hugely increased work demands or caring responsibilities 
at home or work, while others have been dealing with the 
stresses of working from home, or the need  to  
self-isolate, or are dealing with sudden unemployment.  
 

Our Parish Hall has been effectively closed for the past 
six months, and most local clubs and organisations have 
not been able to meet in person.  The opportunity to meet 
and take part in community or social activities has been a 
big loss for many of us.  
 

The upside of all this, however, has been how well the 
community has responded as a whole, with offers to help 
with shopping or picking up prescriptions or transport, 
and an enhanced awareness of how central our friends 
and neighbours are to us and to our positive mental 
health. Given changes to the daily demands of the  
commute, and the needs of school or work, people have 
hopefully also had a bit more time and opportunity for 
reflection, and a chance to focus on the things that matter 
most to them. 
 

As you may know, in common with most other  
organisations, Whitestone Parish Council made the  
decision not to continue to meet in person as soon as 
lockdown was announced in March.  Sadly we also had 
to oversee the temporary closure of the facilities and 
equipment at Crossways Park. Nevertheless, we have 
continued to work together as a Council, and have kept 
going by regular communication between ourselves and 
with Teignbridge District Council (TDC).  This has  
happened mostly by email or phone, enabling us to  
continue with our responsibilities of contributing to the 
wellbeing of local residents, considering planning  
applications, and responding to requests and initiatives 
from TDC and elsewhere. 
 

So the kind of things we’ve been doing over the last 5-6 
months include: 

• Co-ordinating input from the indefatigable Laurence 
Blades, our Parish Lengthsman, who has continued 
his work on taking care of verges, checking road 
signs, reducing litter and carrying out repairs in key 
places, like ditches and overgrown hedges  

• Continued communication with TDC and the police 
over our concerns about speeding through the village 

• Keeping a watchful eye on controversial and  
potentially damaging planning applications which have 
raised serious concerns amongst many local people 

• Ensuring that we remain financially solvent and  
compliant with requirements 

• Responding to TDC initiatives (such as a local group 
on health inequalities, which will be reported on in a 
forthcoming magazine article) 

• Commenting on the Greater Exeter Strategic Plan in 
the light of possible implications for Whitestone  

• Continuing to monitor local footpaths  
 
Happily, you may have noticed that the playpark has 
opened again (initially for limited hours). In the light of 
Covid restrictions, two Councillors (Cllrs. Fairley and Lee) 
have been cleaning and sanitising the equipment each 
time before opening and before closing, and have also 
kept a distant presence there, plus keeping a record for 

Track and Trace if necessary.  To start with the  
playground was opened just between 12 and 4pm on Mon-
day, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday, then after two 
weeks it was opened every day, as measures were lifted.   
Now we still check the playground on a regular basis, 
cleaning and sanitising everything at least once a week. 
Please can we remind parishioners who use this wonderful 
facility NOT to let children use the Adult Exercise  
Equipment, and also of the need for adult responsibility for 
all children using the park. Unfortunately, litter has become 
more of a problem again. PLEASE can you put litter in the 
bins provided. 
 

We hope that during the lockdown, parishioners have 
made the best of our lovely local area, exploring the  
countryside by using our network of footpaths.  We’ve 
checked on the condition of Bridleway 27 and Footpath 28 
in the Oldridge area, and Footpath 23 where a new  
signpost has been put up. This is a lovely tranquil walk but 
needs to be done in dry weather as it is usually very  
muddy! We’ve also checked Footpath 22 where new steps 
have been completed through Whiptail Wood, along with 
Bridleways 2a and 16 in the Rowhorne area. 
 

We also have some changes to report in our membership. 
Sadly we have had to accept the resignation of our  
previous Chair, the much admired Nick Thom, for personal 
reasons, to take effect immediately. We will be voting on a 
new Chair very shortly.  We are however pleased to report 
the appointment of Cllr. Linda Fairley as our new Vice 
Chair (to fill the vacancy due to resignation from this  
position of Cllr. Ron Bramhall), and of two new Councillors 
(to fill vacancies through the resignation of Cllr. Ron  
Bramhall and Cllr. Bob Hunt.)  We are pleased to say that 
Alwyn Evans and Carol Galton have now been appointed 
to fill the two vacancies. Because of Nick’s resignation, we 
now have another vacancy, and if anyone is interested in 
applying, please see the advertisement on the Whitestone 
website (http://www.whitestone-devon.org.uk/)  and on  
noticeboards in the village. Those interested should  
contact the Parish Council Clerk, Mrs Pat Vaughan, with 
their resume (patricia.vaughan2@btinternet.com). 
 

Finally, we are sorry that we have had to suspend our plan 
for local ‘surgeries’ or office hours for residents to come 
and meet Councillors at a convenient time. Hopefully we 
can re-start these when we are able to do so. On a more 
positive note, we held our first face to face, socially  
distanced Council meeting at the Hall on 10th September, 
and aim to continue doing so in the future (although we 
may also attempt to use Zoom in order to ensure everyone 
can attend who wishes to do so, but cannot for health  
reasons).   
 
Hopefully, normal service will resume shortly!  Thank you 
to all Whitestone residents for your continued support and 
community-mindedness during these challenging times. 
 

Whitestone Parish Council 

JOBS FOR THE  PARISH LINESMAN 
 

If you notice any damage to Parish property, build up 
of litter, blocked roadside ditches, or any other matter 
that would improve the environment and well-being of 
Parishioners or visitors within the Parish boundaries, 
please contact the Parish Linesman’s line manager: 
 

Cllr Mary Belt on 01392 811374 
 

who will liaise with the Parish Council and schedule 
the tasks. 
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MARY’S DAIRY DIARY 
SEPTEMBER ON THE FARM 

NATURE 
The joyful plenty of September is tinged with sadness at 
the heralds of autumn. The joy is the pleasure of full barns, 
orchards and hedges heavy with fruit, our autumn herd 
calving and newly sown crops germinating. The sadness is 
my clinging on to the passing year, the days now galloping 
towards equal length as the nights. In spring, leaves are 
luminous, bright with infinite variety. The even mid-green of 
high summer is now tinged with browns and ochres. 
 

ARABLE 
Warm weather in spring gave a harvest both early and 
plentiful. Now we sow next year’s crops. Given last year’s 
rain from the middle of September, we’ll get on with it and 
risk over-leafy growth in the balmy September days. We 
sowed maize when the rain hampered earlier crops. We 
now harvest the golden heavy ears, full of starch, the sun’s 
energy for the dark times of year.  We will grow a little next 
year, and mostly we will sow red clover and grass.     
 

COWS 
Our fertile valley land, with the help of some well-timed rain 
showers, feeds the calving cows. We’ve grown some 
standing hay to feed the girls while they are calving. It’s 
better for them to keep their bellies full with stalky, seed 
headed grass.  When the calf comes, they still have  
capacity to take in lots of the leafier grass they will enjoy.  
Even heavy in calf, they still are up for evening chats. The 
first calving heifers calve first, so they have a chance to 
settle down and be the herd that the more experienced 
cows are joining to avoid any bullying.   
 

One will find a quiet spot on her own, tail out as the calf 
moves inside her, water bag first, then front feet, muzzle, 
last push to get the shoulders out, then the calf drops, 
slithering, with slurps as the gap is filled briefly with air. 
The calf lands, and usually that shock is enough to set 
them breathing. Our vigorous little cross bred cows calf 
easily, with lively calves. The new mother gazes, it seems 
with wonder, at her own production, and licks and nuzzles 
the new born into taking those first wobbly steps to suckle 
the first milk that is so health-giving. Happy joining of 
mouth to teat of full udder, and urgent sucking of first meal.  
 

CHEESE DAIRY  
In the cheese dairy, we mix the new milk from the  
autumn cows with the steady milk from the spring cows.  
Soon, that milk will become over fatty, and as the  
autumn cows’ milk increases, the mix will balance out to 
make a lovely rich cheese. Then into the nursery stores. 
The young cheese is glowing and pristine.  Slowly,  
starting at about a month old, the moulds develop in a 
beautiful unique artwork on each cheese, conferring the 
special taste of this place.  
 

Our sales are a little hampered with people still cautious 
about eating out. We’ve been so grateful to people who’ve 
still sought our cheese out online and from local shops. We 
need to know how much cheese to make for a year and 
more ahead.  My crystal ball is a little cloudy and we are 
trusting this cheese will find people to enjoy it.   
 

Mary Quicke 
 

 

 

CHURCH HOUSE EDUCATION 
FOUNDATION [CHEF] 

 
EDUCATIONAL GRANTS AVAILABLE 

 
CHEF is a charitable trust administered by a committee 
of trustees who are elected to represent village 
organisations.  The fund was set up in 1753 by John 
Splatt, an Exeter candlemaker for the education of its 
beneficiaries. 
 

The committee meet twice a year in May & November to 
consider applications for grants.  ANYONE living in the 
ancient parish of Whitestone is eligible to apply for a 
grant regardless of age or income. There is no means 
test applied to applications.  Grants have been awarded 
for a wide range of needs, it could be a student applying 
for money for books, a pensioner wishing to learn a  
foreign language in their retirement to someone looking 
for a career change needing assistance with retraining.  
Successful applications have typically ranged from £50 
to £500, sometimes more. 
 

We would welcome applications for consideration in  
November, these should be made by:  
   Friday 30th October to  

  
All applications must be fully costed and be in writing 
with supporting documentation please. 

The Green Corner 
 

A climate assembly was recently formed to come up with 
a policy for economic recovery in the wake of the Covid19 
epidemic to help drive the move towards zero carbon 
emissions. 

 

Interestingly it was formed from ordinary members of the 
public, chosen completely at random from all walks of life. 
The 108 members met over six weekends this year and 
produced a report which was published on Sept 10

th
. 

 

Key recommendations were: 

• A frequent flier tax on those who fly furthest and most 
often. 

• Increased government investment in low carbon  
buses and trains. 

• An early shift to electric vehicles 

• An urgent ban on selling heavily polluting vehicles 
such as SUVs 

• Grants to help people buy low carbon cars. 

• A cut in car use of 2 to 5% a decade 

• Making wind and sloar energy a key part of how the 
UK reaches net zero. 

• Greater reliance on local produce and local food  
production. 

• A change in diet - driven by education to reduce meat 
and dairy consumption by 20 to 40% 

 

Peter Hanson 
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Shawthorne Bungalow 
Whitestone 

Exeter EX4 2JS         Tel:  01392-811374 
 

Mary Belt 
 

Dressmaking   Curtains   Alterations   Repairs 
Zip Replacements 

 
    Louise Blades 
 

  Saddle Fitter & Stubben Specialist 
                     07764 303 659 
           www.stubben-specialist.co.uk 

 
For all your saddle and accessories requirements 

Large stock of used saddles including Stubben, GFS, 
Pessoa, Bates and Albion 

 

50% off my visit charge with this advert 

   

 Ford Farm Dogs 
 

Worried about leaving your dog to go on 
holiday or business? Worry no more! Your 
Dog can come to us at Ford Farm and live 
as part of the family. We have a  
huge secure garden, fields, woods and 
streams to explore and our dogs have  
two lengthy, energetic walks a day.  

 

Day boarding and dog walking services also available. 
 

To find out more call 07932 569144 or visit our website 
www.fordfarmdogs.com 
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BOOK CLUB 
 

A BOOKWORM IN LOCKDOWN 
 

“We are so lucky.”  In Devon you hear it everywhere. We 
marvel at our good fortune and share our relief and  
gratitude.  Covid 19 has had such a devastating effect on 
so many people all over the world and yet here we have 
been spared the worst of it …so far.  Many of us have 
been able to retreat into our homes and gardens, to walk 
in our beautiful countryside and to appreciate our lovely 
community. Pictures, walls and even whole houses have 
been painted.  Gardens have become immaculate  
sanctuaries.  Cakes have been baked and books have 
been read.  We have nestled in a calm eye of the storm 
while the winds of change have wreaked havoc around 
us.  Or so it seems.  
 

You probably have to be retired, out of the fray, in order 
to think this way.  In fact it has been lonely for so many 
people, hugely worrying for those suddenly unemployed, 
furloughed or fearing job losses, demanding for parents 
and damaging for children’s education.  While our  
doctors, nurses, carers, teachers, drivers, food providers 
and farmers and so many more have struggled on the 
months have rolled by.  Never has our reliance on others 
been so evident.  We have learnt the hard way that we 
can no longer take anything or anyone for granted. 
 

Here in Whitestone those of us of a certain age have 
missed the clubs and societies where many friendships 
have been founded and nurtured.  We don’t know when 
or if they will begin again in the same way but life has 
been mostly bearable, often pleasurable and, as the  
lockdown eased, we cherished our “bubbles”, mimed 
hugs from a socially acceptable distance and exploited 
the telephone and social media.  Some of us have even 
discovered Zoom!    
 

For those of us in Whitestone Book Club, without our  
usual meetings and supplies from the Library Service, 
there has been much buying and sharing of books.  
 

I am, and always have been a compulsive reader – of 
fiction, non-fiction, poetry, newspaper articles, sauce-
bottle labels and, more recently, sub-titles on the tv (so 
necessary for “Inspector Montalbano”) but like many of 
my generation my early years were spent without the  
distraction of television.  I also had the great good fortune 
of having a grandmother whose weekly visits provided 
liquorice pipes and catherine wheels, Sherbert Dips, 
Spangles, comics, a Matchbox car for my little brother 
and a book for me.  From her, I inherited my addiction to 
second-hand bookshops. It therefore came as a shock to 
find myself, at the beginning of the lockdown, unable to 
retreat into fiction and then to discover I was not alone in 
this.  Concentration had deserted me. But I shouldn’t 
have been surprised. Though reading may be an escape 
from reality it is not a passive activity.  You need a clear 
head. 
 
In 2014, the Times journalist Caitlin Moran was invited to 
be a judge for the Man Booker prize and found herself 
having to read 59 books in five months.  Exhausted and 
“physically sick with literature” she also rediscovered 
what she had known as a child, that “to read is, in truth, to 
be in a constant act of creation.”  In an excellent article 
for The Times magazine she wrote, “A writer is  
essentially typing blank pages - shouting out spells in the 
dark – until the words are read by you and the magic  
explodes in your head and no-one else’s .  You are the 
electricity that turns it on.”  In the face of the devastating 
news of the pandemic, day after day, that electricity or 

energy seemed unavailable.  However, old habits die hard 
and the joy of reading gradually returned.   
 

Unlike a number of our group I have not yet finished “The 
Mirror and The Light.”  Nor have I become a student once 
more and read all of Virginia Woolf as one of us chose to 
do.  Sometimes it’s good to savour a little light reading and 
enjoy page-turners like the novels of Harlen Coben or Ann 
Cleeves or, more recently, Richard Osman’ s “The  
Thursday Murder Club.”  There is wonderful writing in “A  
Gentleman in Moscow” by Amor Towles and “Shadowplay” 
by Joseph O’Connor.  As we face the dark days ahead, as 
we put the trowels and forks away, the quest for absorbing 
books will be ever more urgent. CJ Sansom’s seven 
Shardlake novels are unputdownable historical novels set 
in the reign of Henry VIII, ideal for those winter afternoons 
by the fire.  Classics like “My Cousin Rachel” by Daphne 
du Maurier or Graham Greene’s “The Quiet American” are 
worth re-discovering.   
 

In the days to come, we are going to need to create our 
private escapes from the world.  It doesn’t matter what we 
choose to read but to share the experience with others, to 
swap books and bounce ideas around is a relatively  
inexpensive pleasure.  Wiped down or left untouched for a 
few days a book is unlikely to spread the virus so if you 
read something good why not leave it on someone’s  
doorstep?  Share the joy. 
 

Carole Jones 

 
Fresh, 'living' herbs and  

vegetables as well as potted 
plants, seedlings and much 

more! 
 

St. Catherine's Nursery is now open to the public on 
Monday and Friday mornings between 10am and 12 

noon. 
So please come along and pick your own produce  

directly from our aquaponic systems or visit the  
website and order online.   

We are continually adding new products. 
 

A delivery service can be provided for older and more 
vulnerable customers. 

 
David Jones 

Three Treasures Living 
St. Catherine's Nursery 

Whitestone 
Exeter 

EX4 2LF 
07722797487 

 

www.instagram.com/taoponics 
www.threetreasuresliving.com 

 
Most plants are sold 'living' with the roots fully intact, to 

maximise freshness . 
They can be kept in a water-filled vessel (1-2 inches of 
water) and will continue to grow for at least a week as 
long as the water is changed every couple of days.  

Many plants can also be potted-on into good compost 
and will survive quite happily. 

http://www.instagram.com/taoponics
http://www.threetreasuresliving.com/
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FOLLOW GOVERNMENT COVID19 ADVICE 
AND REPORT YOUR NEIGHBOUR. 

NOTICE OF CASUAL VACANCY 
For the Parish of WHITESTONE 

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, pursuant to  Section 87(2) 
of the Local Government Act 1972, that a vacancy exists 
in the office of Councillor for the above Parish. 
 

If, within fourteen working days after the date of this  
notice (i.e. by no later than  2nd October 2020) a request 
to fill this vacancy by election is made in writing to the 
Proper Officer, Forde House, Brunel Road, Newton  
Abbot, TQ12 4XX by TEN electors of the Parish, then an 
election will be held to fill the vacancies, otherwise the 
Parish Council will take steps to fill the vacancy by  
co-option. 
 

IMPORTANT:  Please be advised that in accordance with 
the Coronavirus Act 2020 and The Local Government 
and Police and Crime Commissioner (Coronavirus) 
(Postponement of Elections and Referendums) (England 
and Wales) Regulations 2020, if an election is requested 
to fill these vacancies it will not take place before May 
2021. 
 
Signed:   P M Vaughan         
Date:      14th September 2020 
  (Clerk to the Council) 

Devon View planning application for a  
mega-industrial site at Whitestone 

Ref: 20/00230/FUL 
 
South West Refrigeration currently has industrial  
premises on the Marsh Barton estate and wants to  
expand, but admits it has no money to rent enlarged 
premises, so plans to wreck Whitestone instead. They 
currently deal in huge tankers, metal bashing, and  
enormous vehicles all over the country. They don’t need 
to be in Whitestone but could be based anywhere in the 
country.  
 

There is so much that is wrong with this application, and 
it should never be allowed. The World Wildlife Fund  
recently launched its Living Planet Report 2020, showing 
the alarming loss of wildlife. Will Teignbridge add to this 
disaster by allowing this application? 
 

Councils are required to facilitate sustainable  
developments. This is NOT sustainable, quite the  
reverse, and you can see many objections on the TDC 
website. It also leaves much of a green field with no  
access, which will undoubtedly also become part of the 
industrial premises.  
 

Make sure you add your objection before it is too late. 
You can see the online information at: 
 

https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/planning/forms/planning-
application-details/?Type=Application&Refval= 
20/00230/FUL 
 

If you have no computer, then write to: 
 

Kelly Grunnill, Planning Department, Teignbridge District 
Council, Forde House, Brunel Road, Newton Abbot. 
TQ12 4XX, Tel. 01626 361101. 
 

Ignore any deadlines, as they have relaxed them for the 
applicant. 
 

Let your neighbours without computers know about this. 
Who knows what else will happen to our lovely village in 
the future if this is allowed? 
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VILLAGE VOICES 
 

Village Voices have been furloughed, (without 
pay!) since the outbreak of Covid along with 
many others. We have all missed both the  
singing and the social aspects of the choir but, 
while many choirs have been active "on line", I'm 
afraid I did not have the technical competence to 
make this work. I have taken part with two choirs 
in this way, and did not feel that many would  
enjoy what is effectively singing on your own 
along to a backing track. Should you favour this 
approach, Gareth Malone and many others have 
offered a good alternative. 
 

Gathering in outdoor spaces to sing has the 
problem that singers are spaced out and may 
feel that the support of those around them is a bit 
thin! Community choir is a supportive  
environment and singing outside is not! 
 

While there were a couple of weeks where 
weather and government might have allowed us 
to get together, now the virus has put paid to 
that, and we are afraid that Carol Singing in the 
Village Hall Car Park may be all that we can offer 
this Christmas. Even that may be banned!   
Who knows? 
 

We hope to celebrate Christmas in some way 
and will give further details as soon as the  
Government allows! 
 

With best wishes to you all, Liz Watkins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Groundhog Day? 
 

Well, here we are approaching the end of September 
2020 and, yet again, we seem to find ourselves  trapped 
in an unending time loop where no progress is made, nor 
can it be made, towards determining Planning Application 
DCC/4101/2018, aka the proposed landfill at Lower Hare 
Farm, Whitestone. 
 

As you are all probably aware, back in March 2020  
Stephen Boundy, the Case Officer responsible for the 
management of this application, determined that the  
applicants had failed to provide a sufficiently detailed  
Environmental Statement which should have  
accompanied the application. He therefore issued a Reg 
25 letter requiring the applicants to provide this  
information with “stopping the clock” on consideration of 
the application. After eventually receiving this information, 
the Environmental Statement was still judged to be  
inadequate and so, at the beginning of April 2020, he  
issued a second Reg 25 letter. However, the applicants 
then failed to provide the required information by the 
agreed deadline. So the Case Officer then had to  
negotiate with the applicants, via their agent, yet another 
deadline by which the application would be considered 
and decided one way or the other by DCC. This deadline 
was agreed by the applicants as the end of September 
2020, with the relevant meeting of the Committee to  
discuss and decide on the application taking place on 
Wednesday 23

rd
 September. This meant that the  

information required by the second Reg25 letter would 
have to be submitted by the applicants by mid-August at 
the latest in order for there to be adequate time for the 
necessary processes of public and statutory consultation 
to take place prior to that meeting. 
 

Well, I suspect it will come as no surprise to anyone  
reading this piece that the applicants yet again have 
failed to provide the required information by the agreed 
deadline. Therefore the clock remains stopped, and 
therefore DCC simply cannot consider the application. It 
cannot be rejected, nor can it be approved unless and 
until the applicants have submitted the required  
information. (Perhaps STAWL has become STALL?) 
 

Of course, we now know what happens next. Mr Boundy 
will discuss this with the applicants and their agent and 
will then propose a new deadline, which they will accept. 
At the time of writing (16

th
 Sept) nothing has been posted 

to the DCC website about the new deadline so we have 
no idea what the new deadline is going to be. It is unlikely 
to be the end of October, as the effective deadline for the 
submission of the required information, in order that the 
application could be considered at the committee meeting 
at the end of October, has already passed. The earliest 
possible deadline would now be the end of November. 
But even if it is the end of November, if past behaviour is 
any guide to future behaviour, then the applicants will 
again ignore this new deadline and we will go around the 
loop yet again, in principle without any resolution of the 
issue ever occurring. 
  

It is worth examining why we are in this completely  
unsatisfactory situation. When an application is first  
received by a Council’s Planning Department, it will be 
examined to see if all of the information that is needed for 

the Council to make a properly informed decision about the 
application has been provided. If it is, the application is 
“validated” and the planning process then begins, for  
instance contacting statutory consultees and seeking their 
views, and informing members of the public that the  
application has been made, and inviting them to comment 
on/object to the application, before the application is  
considered at a meeting of the Planning Committee.  
 

In the case of the Lower Hare Farm application, when it 
was originally submitted, it was missing an enormous 
quantity of the necessary information, as well as being  
inadequate (“inadequate” being somewhat of a  
euphemism) in many other respects. Despite this, it was 
validated and the planning process began. It was quickly 
pointed out, by STAWL and many others, that the  
application had multiple inadequacies and the Case Officer 
therefore had to “stop the clock” and ask/invite the  
applicants to provide the missing information. However, as 
we have seen, by mistakenly validating a seriously flawed 
application DCC have effectively lost control of the process 
and handed that control to the applicants. 
 

Despite the fact that we are now just one month short of 
two years since the application was first submitted and that 
we are all heartily fed-up with this destructive proposal, 
please be assured that STAWL is not going to go away, 
that we will continue to fight to get this proposal rejected, 
and that we will keep everyone informed of what we are 
doing to ensure that this happens. Thank you all for your 
continuing support and encouragement, and let us  
together ensure the survival of our beautiful environment 
and our wonderful community. 

Guy Fielding 
Chair, STAWL 
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WHITESTONE SOCIAL CLUB 
(Secretary Bryan Durrant 01392 811328) 
The Social Club normally meets monthly, mostly in the 
Parish Hall, and is a great opportunity to meet other  
people. After the speaker there is a social “bring and 
share” food and drink session. Membership is £12 per 
annum, but non-members are most welcome to join us at 
meetings in the hall (except for the anniversary meal) on 
an occasional basis at a cost of £3.00 per evening.  
Meetings in the hall normally start at 7:30pm.  
 

In response to a questionnaire from the Parish Hall  
Committee, the Social Club Committee  met and  
decided that it is unsafe to hold Social Club meetings in 
the Hall before March 2021 at the earliest. This date will 
be reviewed as the COVID situation changes. All  
existing annual memberships will be extended by a  
period matching the period that the club has been shut 
down. 
 
PILATES 
The Whitestone Pilates group session has continued to 
meet on a Monday evening, though in cyberspace.  
Caroline Dodd, our fantastic instructor, has provided an 
amazing steady and reliable service, with the option for 
people to attend more than once a week if they choose.   
 

We are planning to restart in the village hall as soon 
as  this becomes possible, which will not be until 2021.  In 
the meantime we will continue on Zoom to keep strong 
and stretched out. 

Judy Sanford and Martin Fairley 

TABLE TENNIS  SHORT MAT BOWLS 
 
VILLAGE VOICES  CUBAN AIRWAVES 
 
 WHITESTONE GARDENING CLUB 
 
ARTS & CRAFTS MORNINGS     SOCIAL CLUB 
 
 WHITESTONE HANDBELL RINGERS 
 
 WHITESTONE CHRISTIAN PRAYER GROUP 
 
CHURCH BELL RINGING  BENEFICE CHOIR 
 
 FLOWER ARRANGING CLASSES 
 

All the above cancelled until further notice. 
 

WHITESTONE WALKERS 
Next Walk – Sunday 4th October 2020 
The walk for Sunday 4th October 2020 will start from 
the car park at the rear of Finch Foundry, Sticklepath.  
Meeting at 10.00am for a circular walk of 5.3 miles. The 
route will include the Skaigh Valley plus footpaths and 
bridle ways around Belstone. 

The riverside path is very uneven, muddy and could be 
wet.  Good quality footwear will be essential.  
My phone number on the day will be 07773552906.  
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Please contact the Parish Clerk, Pat Vaughan, for the 
latest information.  (01392 411628) or view the 
Whitestone website www.whitestone-devon.org.uk 

 

The Whitestone Parish Hall will be closed until 1st January 2021 at the earliest. 
This date will be reviewed in line with national guidance. 

 

  Gerry Bolt now resident in Whitestone       Gerry@G3promotions.co.uk 
     Tel: 07836 576 615                      www.G3promotions.co.uk 


