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NORTH KENN BENEFICE 
 

SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2010 
 

Sunday February 7th 
 8.0 am  Whitestone   Holy Communion Revd Martin Wood 
 9.30 am  Holcombe Burnell  Parish Communion      Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.0 am  Tedburn St Mary  Family Service        Revd Martin Wood 
 3.0 pm  Pathfinder Village  Holy Communion     Canon Geoffrey Moore 
 6.0 pm  Cheriton Bishop  Evening Prayer        Revd Martin Wood 
       
Sunday February 14th  
 9.30 am  Holcombe Burnell  Holy Communion        Canon John Tutton 
 9.30 am     Whitestone            Parish Communion   Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.0 am  Cheriton Bishop        Family Service            Lay led   
 3.0 pm  Pathfinder   Fellowship and Prayer 
 3.0 pm  Tedburn St Mary  Evensong        Lay led 
 

Wednesday February 17th  Ash Wednesday 
10.30 am Pathfinder   Holy Communion       Canon Geoffrey Moore 
 7.30 pm  Holcombe Burnell  Holy Communion       Canon John Tutton 
 

Sunday February 21st 
 8.0 am  Tedburn St Mary  Holy Communion  Canon John Tutton 
 9.30 am  Cheriton Bishop  Parish Communion Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.0 am  Whitestone   Family Service        Revd Martin Wood 
 3.0 pm  Pathfinder   Evensong   Rosemarie Scaife 
 6.0 pm  Holcombe Burnell  Evensong   Lay led 
 

Sunday February 28th 
 8.0 am  Cheriton Bishop  Holy Communion  Revd Martin Wood 
 9.30 am  Tedburn St Mary  Parish Communion Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.0 am  Holcombe Burnell  Family Service  Revd Martin Wood 
 3.0 pm  Pathfinder   United Service 
 6.0 pm  Whitestone   Evening Prayer  Lay led 
 
 

Thursdays 4th, 11th and 25th 
10.30 am Pathfinder   Holy Communion   Revd Martin Wood  
 
PLEASE NOTE: Tedburn Church will be closed until the end of March for redecoration. Services 
will be held at various venues within the parish. The Maundy Thursday Benefice service will be 
held at Whitestone. 
  
 
DAILY OFFICE (MATTINS AND EVENSONG) 
Martin will be saying the Daily Office (Mattins and Evensong) in each of the churches once a week at 
9.00 am and 3.00 pm as follows:   
     Tuesday:  Holcombe Burnell 
     Wednesday: Tedburn St. Mary 
     Thursday:  Cheriton Bishop 
     Friday:  Whitestone 
He will be very pleased to see anyone who wishes to join him or speak to him at these times as well. 



FROM THE RECTOR 
 

A foot in both camps 
 
The month of February encompasses the end of the Christmas celebration on the 2nd February 
and the beginning of Lent on Wednesday the 17th February.  February has one foot in 
Christmastide and one foot in Lent.  There is a change of mood from celebration to sombre 
reflection.  However the two seasons are not unrelated events but part of the whole picture of the 
life and significance of Jesus Christ. 
 
Let’s start with the end of the Christmas period.  Perhaps you thought Christmas was done and 
dusted by the beginning of January.  Firstly, the church has a tradition of marking significant 
events with a forty days observance, so for example Easter and Christmas are observed for 40 
days as is the build up to Easter with forty Lenten days.  Secondly, in the story of Jesus’ birth we 
are told that Mary and Joseph presented themselves with Jesus at the temple forty days after his 
birth. This was part of  the Jewish custom of the mother being accepted back into public life.  It is 
not that long ago when women who were coming towards the last part of their pregnancy were 
confined. They remained at home until after the birth of the child.  If you were to look at the back 
of your prayer book there is a service for the churching of women.  I quote from the prayer book. 
 

“Forasmuch as it hath pleased Almighty God, of his goodness, to give you safe 
deliverance, and to preserve you in the great danger of Child-birth; you shall therefore give 
hearty thanks unto God,” 
 

As you can see it was very much part of the birthing process and when Jesus’ is presented at the 
temple Simeon and Anna can foresee Jesus’ greatness and the pain that his mother would have 
to bear.  It is a bitter sweet revelation.  
 
You might ask “why forty days?”  I am not entirely convinced by this explanation and perhaps you 
may have a better one?  It is thought that people counted 40 days as a time period that would 
give a good approximation to the solar year of nine forty day periods.  However reliance on the 
lunar cycle gave rise to a miss matched calendar and seasons. 
 
When Jesus is just forty days old the shadow of the cross is cast over him.  It is not surprising that 
as the Christmas celebration of the birth draws to a close we turn from new life to death. The 
church prepares to face the cross on Good Friday through the observance of Lent.  It is rather like 
a spiritual spring clean.  There is reflection on how our Christian faith is being applied and the 
chance to enhance it by removing obstacles that get in the way or  by looking for new ways to 
apply our faith. We are encouraged to read the bible and to learn about our faith. The lent course 
is a good way of taking a fresh look at all aspects of Christianity. It is open to everyone, so come 
and join in on Wednesday nights in Lent. 
 

Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop 01647 24119 (Tuesday to Sunday) 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Placement with the North Kenn Team Ministry 

Over the next few months Rita Bullworthy from North Tawton, who is training to be a Deaconess on the SW Ministry 
Training course, is doing her long term placement within the North Kenn Team. She will be seeing how things work 
in the parishes as part of her ministry formation." 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Turning your world Upside! 

 
Lenten Course - Wednesday Nights in February and March 

 

In the weeks leading up to Easter we will be looking together at the Beatitudes from the Sermon on the 

Mount to see in what ways it has things to say to the twenty first century. 

 

Bible Studies led by Rev. David Ursell.  

 

Discover more in the Bible, meet with other people. Everyone welcome 

 

 7.30pm      24th Feb  Longdown Village Hall, Lounge 

 7.30pm       3rd  March Tedburn Village Hall, Bromell Room 

 7.30pm       10th March Pathfinder Church, Pathfinder Village. 

 7.30pm     17th March Whitestone Village Hall, Billiard Room 

 7.30pm     24th March Spalding Hall, Cheriton Bishop. 

Lent begins on Ash Wednesday February 17th with a Benefice Communion at Holcombe Burnell 
at 7.30 am The Lent course begins the following week as detailed in the notice below. 

The Society of Mary and Martha 
Sheldon, Dunsford, Exeter  EX6 7LE  :  smm@sheldon.com  :  01647 252752 : www.sheldon.uk.com 

 
Richard Hawkins - More Bishops, Less Priests? 

 
What is the future of ordained ministry in the face of major changes in 
church and society?  Now retired from a lifetime in parish ministry and 
senior roles in the diocese, Bishop Richard sets out the questions and 

challenges he thinks need to be addressed. 
 

26th February 2010  Friday Fringe 7:30 pm 





HISTORY CORNER 
 

WHITESTONE PARISH HALL 1927-1951 (Part 2 of 3) 
 

We continue our look at the minute book of the Parish Hall Committee by concentrating on the war years. The min-
utes are not very informative and I have therefore supplemented them with information taken from a paper prepared 
in 1962 by the then churchwarden, Mr R. R. Wilcox. 
 

Wilcox states that in 1938 “Every house and cottage was visited and a census taken of the number of gas masks 
likely to be required. During September, all parishioners came to the parish hall to be measured and fitted.” 
 

Wilcox states that on 3/9/1939 “the country found itself at war with Germany again. All lights had to be screened at 
night and this black-out was continued vigorously for five years”. The situation is reflected in the minutes by an entry 
on17/9/1939 when, “Meeting called to discuss closing of the room owing to the blackout”. 
 

If the hall was closed for a time is not clear but certainly it was not for long since the minutes show on 21/2/1940, 
“Whist drive and dance held in aid of the Mayoress Fund for Comforts to the Troops”. Another meeting was called on 
19/9/1940 “re the blackout for windows of the hall”. 
 

In June, 1940  Wilcox reports that “a meeting of inhabitants took place at the parish hall at which the wardens urged 
the householders to provide themselves with stirrup pumps for use against fires. Lectures on first aid were started 
and in 1941 a course of lectures were started with a view to forming a first aid post at Whitestone: poor attendance 
and the scattered nature of the parish caused the idea to be abandoned”. 
 

Wilcox tells us that at the end of July 1941 a meeting was held in the parish hall to discuss the question of food and 
shelter for refugees from Exeter should it ever be needed and on 15/4/1942 a meeting of the civil defence committee 
was held in the parish hall to discuss our part in a big invasion exercise to be carried out in Exeter and District. On 
24th April, however, the plans had to be put into action when “many high explosive bombs fell on the City and around 
causing great damage and many casualties. Refugees poured out of the City and over 600 were received in White-
stone and given shelter in the parish hall, schools and Whitestone House”  KK”eventually reaching the 1000 mark 
with 700 being packed into Whitestone House”. 
 

At a committee meeting held on 4/10/1941, “proposed and seconded that Home Guards be granted use of the hall at 
3/- (15p) per meeting” and on 2/4/1944 they asked for and were granted an extra evening’s use of the hall. 
 

With the end of the war, the committee decided on 12/8/1945 “to throw open the parish room to celebrate VJ day. 
Free drinks and refreshments to be passed around. Mr Spearway offered a barrel of beer and lemonade for the eve-
ning and proposed that 9 gals of cider be obtained “.  Perhaps one or two celebrated a little too freely since at the 
next meeting of the committee on12/9/1945 is minuted “VJ Day celebrations reported on. Letter to be sent to Mr E. 
Beer barring him from entry to the Parish Hall until April 1946”!!  At the meeting of the 27/10/1946, it was proposed 
and seconded that "a fine of 1/-  (5p) for first offence should be made that no drink or gambling to be had in the 
room." - Was this because Mr. Beer had recently completed his sentence? It would certainly cause the Social Club a 
bit of a problem if it was still enforced! 
 

The final entry in connection with the war is on 2/5/1950 when it is noted that the hall was hired by Food Office for the 
distribution of ration books. I hadn’t realised that rationing was still in force that late but I am informed that certainly 
bacon and sweets were still the subject of rationing even this long after the cessation of hostilities. 
 

Next month we will look at plans to expand the hall and some of the activities associated with it.  

Table Tennis 
 
“There ain’t no Table Tennis” 
“Oh Yes there is, but not until after the Pantomime!” 
 

The hall has been booked for the spring.  The new dates are: 8th February, 
15

th
 February, 1

st 
March, 15

th
 March, 29

th
 March, 12

th
 April, 19

th
 April,  

10
th
 May and the 17

th
 May  -  all at 7:30 pm.   

 

These are mostly the first and third Monday of the month but not exclusively as the first Monday 
in February is Panto, the 29th March is an extra fifth Monday, the first Monday in April is the 
Easter Monday Bank Holiday and the first Monday in May is the May Day Bank Holiday. 
Oh yes and now the bad news.  It was decided that prices should be increased to £1.50 per 
adult now! Boo Hiss, Boo Hiss! 
 

If anyone has any questions, feel free to call Rob Prouse on 07720 510452 and I will try to help. 
I look forward to seeing you all on the 8th February 2010 at 7:30 pm. 



GREEN CORNER 
 

A DIFFERENT NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION 
 
I don’t suppose I’m alone in having gone to a sale and bought something just because it seemed good value/nearly 
fitted/might come in handy one day. Not because I needed it of course. When you think about it, most of the things 
we buy, we buy  because we want, rather than need (apart from food of course, although some are lucky enough to 
be able to buy food they want, not just need).  
Given that we’re using up the resources of the planet as though we had three planets to live on, maybe it’s about 
time we cut back on any pointless shopping.  
The thing you bought in that sale and didn’t really need had to be manufactured somewhere using raw materials and 
energy. The electricity could well have come from a coal-fired power station which throws out more carbon dioxide 
into the air than any other fuel. Then it had to be transported to a warehouse, quite possibly from the other side of the 
world using oil-powered ships, then a lorry to the warehouse or depot, and finally in another lorry to the store, where 
it was displayed in a heated, brightly lit space until you bought it (having possibly gone to the store in your oil-fuelled 
car).  
Of course if you needed it, no problem. But so often we don’t really need things we buy. So maybe we should make a 
New Year’s resolution to try and buy only things we really need this year. And if we do occasionally let temptation get 
the better of us and then regret buying something, make sure we recycle or better still “freecycle” it (give it away to 
someone who needs it via www.freecycle.org.uk) rather than dump it. 
What about food shopping. We all need to do it, so what’s best - supermarket or local shop, go there yourself or have 
it delivered? 
It seems fairly clear that if you own a car, shopping on-line and having it delivered will be better because one van will 
deliver to many houses, instead of each household driving separately to the shop. You’re also less likely to buy 
things like BOGOF’s which might result in wastage. As far as the local shop versus supermarket is concerned, if the 
shop sells locally sourced, less processed food, it’s likely to be better. If not, it’s probably an even bet as to which is 
better.! 
 
This article, and the Peak Oil article, are from a series of articles written for the Express and Echo "Echo4eco" section by Peter Hanson and we 

print them here as we think it might be of general interest. If you have an article of your own on a similar or related theme, please send it to the 

editor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY FUND RAISING FOR  
THE PARISH HALL ROOF AND DEVELOPMENT 

 

On February 27
th 
 at 7:30 pm, another Family Fun Quiz  is to be hosted by Nikki Coombs.  

Previous events have been great fun and rounds have covered such technical subjects as 
‘Identify the CBeebies character’ and ‘Advertising slogans’.  No technical knowledge is re-
quired (or expected!). 
 

Go on—surprise yourself with what you really can recall. 
 

Just come along as a table of four or by yourself and be part of a full table.    
The only cost is £5 per table of 4. 

 
All profits will go towards the development of the Parish Hall.  We look forward to seeing you. 



GROWING THREAT TO EACH AND EVERY ONE OF US 
 

Why did no one see the credit crunch coming?  We all thought the good times would just keep rolling on, seemingly 
forever. The trouble is, just around the corner is another far greater crisis which just like before, nobody seems to be 
aware of. It’s a crisis which will dwarf the credit crunch and it’s one that mankind will almost certainly never ever  
recover from. We could do, if we all accepted it and started doing something about it, but mankind isn’t like that.  
Governments won’t want to admit it because of the panic it would cause.  
 

Guessed what it is yet? It’s not global warming or climate change, serious though they are. Think for a minute about 
your life right now.  You’re probably sitting down, reading this in a nice warm building. If you’re thirsty you can turn on 
a tap or put the kettle on. If you’re hungry you've got food to eat or can travel to get some.  With luck, you’ve got an 
income to do all this. We take all these things for granted, don’t we? But how is it we can live like this when years ago 
we couldn’t?  
 

Technology?  
Yes in part, but it’s by no means the whole story because technology’s no good without machines. And machines are 
no good without fuel. So now hopefully you’ve got the answer, - it’s oil (and coal and gas) but most of all it’s oil. 
 

Here’s a little bit about oil. When a new field is discovered, the amount produced rises until it reaches a maximum 
when it levels off. After that the amount it produces year by year decreases. America was the first country to really 
discover oil in a big way but production peaked in 1970 and they are now a big importer. The Alaskan oil fields 
peaked in 1989 and the  North Sea oil peaked in 2000 and they're now on their way down. Of course they will dis-
cover more oil fields but they‘ll be harder to get (i.e. more expensive). All the easy oil has been discovered already.  
You’d think that when oil got up to $147 a barrel last year, everyone would have been producing as much as they 
could to get the most money for it. So why didn’t the amount produced go up? Because it couldn’t, is the short  
answer. Even Saudi Arabia with the biggest oil reserves in the world can’t increase its production because they are 
also at their maximum and about to start reducing.  The truth is, we have now almost certainly reached the biggest oil 
production rate we ever will. That means from now on, it’s downhill all the way, with a plateau of a few years,  
perhaps. But meantime the Chinese and Indian economies are expanding rapidly and needing more and more oil.  
So just what do you think that will do to the price? 
 

Does this matter? 
Well, think what we use oil for. Take food for example. If tractor fuel goes steadily up in price, along with the price of 
fertilisers and pesticides (because they’re made from gas and oil), not to mention the cost of transporting it half way 
round the globe, storing it, processing it and delivering it to the shops (most of these use oil, coal or gas in one way 
or another), food is going to get seriously expensive. People in some parts of the world may well starve. If they  
possibly can, they will want to move to a better place. 
And what about you and me? Even if we can afford the more expensive food we’ll want to cut down on other things. 
The car may well have to go. We’ll put off buying things. And that means recession will be back, this time to stay. 
Unemployment will increase, as no doubt will crime and social unrest. Health will suffer. We’ll need to face up to the 
fact sooner or later that the good times will never come back because they were based on cheap oil supplies. There 
may be a lull once we’ve adjusted and cut back on unnecessary expenditure, but then things will continue on down 
until, perhaps 200 years from now, we’ll be back where we were, living within the limits of the environment again. 
 

It doesn’t look good, does it. But surely it can’t be true? After all, if it’s true, why isn’t the government telling us about it?  
Well the thing is, the government get their figures about future oil supply from the International Energy Agency (IEA). 
For years now, the IEA have said they expect oil supplies to continue growing at least until 2030. But last month, 
there was a report in the Guardian which starts off: 

“The world is much closer to running out of oil than official estimates admit, according to a whistleblower at the 
IEA who claims it has been deliberately underplaying a looming shortage for fear of triggering panic buying. 
The senior official claims the US has played an influential role in encouraging the watchdog to underplay the 
rate of decline from existing oil fields while overplaying the chances of finding new reserves. 
The allegations raise serious questions about the accuracy of the organisation's latest World Energy Outlook 
on oil demand and supply to be published tomorrow – which is used by the British and many other govern-
ments to help guide their wider energy and climate change policies.” 

This was backed up only a couple of days later by a report from Uppsala University in Sweden, which starts: -  
“A leading academic institute has urged European governments to review global oil supplies for themselves 
because of the "politicisation" of the IEA figures.  Uppsala University in Sweden today published a scathing 
assessment of the IEA's annual World Energy Outlook, saying some assumptions drastically underplayed the 
scale of future oil shortages.” 
 

So what are we going to do? We’re talking here about the next 25 years or so for the first stage of decline before we 
adjust enough for things to temporarily stabilise. The first effect is that just about everything is going to go up in price, 
especially if a lot of oil is used in the process of manufacturing and delivery. If you can afford it, now is the time to 
invest in things which will cut your other costs down. Heating is a big cost, so get your house really well insulated. 
Buy a new boiler if yours is not very efficient. Buy one of those plug-in meters which tell you how much electricity all 
your appliances are using. Change those that consume a lot for the best you can afford. Find ways to use less petrol. 
Learn how to grow vegetables and fruit. Use every corner of your garden if you have one. If not, use tubs or even the 
window sill. Do what you can. Maybe you can share someone else’s garden if you offer to dig it for them. Take up a 
handicraft or a useful hobby. Swap stuff with others. Help to build your community in any way you can. Take care of 
your health. There’s lots you can do, and the best time to make a start is now. 



Global warming – in defence of climate modellers  
  

It’s great to see global climate change so high on the agenda that it’s being discussed in the parish maga-
zine!  Philip Nierop’s article (January 2010) draws attention to some issues that complicate the science of 
climate change prediction.  However, it lacks balance and contains a few misconceptions.  Let’s start by 
correcting some facts: 
  
1.  Computer models used in climate studies are not, as he states, “statistical constructs”; they are dy-
namical models which represent, as faithfully as possible, our knowledge of the physical and chemical 
processes of the global atmosphere (including clouds), oceans, ice sheets and land surface (including 
vegetation and land use).  They include various feedback processes, both positive and negative (of which 
more below), within and between these components of the climate system.   

  

2.  The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) doesn’t “rely” on these models.  Of equal im-
portance is the finding that the predictions of such models, when run retrospectively for the 20th century, 
match closely the observed record of increasing temperatures.  Without this, they would not be considered 
plausible models for predicting 21st century climate.  Accumulated evidence from measurements of tem-
perature, sea-level, sea-ice, glaciers, etc., all supports the hypothesis that climate change is predominantly 
and increasingly man-made.  So climate model results are not “thoroughly discredited” but are accepted 
as the best available guidance by an overwhelming majority of the scientific community. 
  
The basics of global warming in response to increasing levels of CO2 have been understood for over a 
hundred years and are not seriously contested.  Various feedbacks that make the response stronger 
(positive feedbacks) or weaker (negative feedbacks) have been understood more recently and are still be-
ing refined.  Two important positive feedbacks are well understood: firstly, a warmer atmosphere can hold 
more water vapour, itself a strong “greenhouse gas”, thus amplifying the effect; and secondly, a warmer 
atmosphere reduces the extent of sea ice, making the planet darker, thus causing less sunlight to be re-
flected and warming the planet further.  Effects of changes in clouds are more complicated: increasing 
cloud at high altitudes will warm the planet, whereas increasing low-level cloud will cool it, and whether a 
warmer planet will have more or less cloud (either high or low) is not at all obvious, as it depends on 
changes in wind patterns and other meteorological effects.  However, the computer models of all the 
world’s major climate centres include all these effects and many more.  Philip cites the work of Professor 
Lindzen (a lead author of a chapter of the 2001 IPCC Report).  Lindzen has drawn attention to some po-
tentially important feedback effects, and to the uncertainties in our understanding of them, but this does 
not mean that today’s climate models omit them. 
  
So, climate models embody the best science that can be included in them, tested against available evi-
dence from measurements of many types.  They are not perfect – they contain approximations and simpli-
fications - and research continues to improve them.  Moreover, their results vary; although they all agree 
on the underlying effects of warming due to CO2, they differ in the subtle balances of the various feedback 
effects.  This is why they vary in their predictions for global temperature rise, with a probable range of be-
tween 2°C and 5°C by the end of the century (given a medium CO2 emissions scenario).  Nevertheless, 
even the lowest of these is cause for major concern, and the highest could be cause for despair!  Taken 
together, they are more than sufficient reason for us to act, and soon. 
  
Philip is clearly sceptical about all this.  Scepticism in science is essential – that is how it progresses.  I am 
not a climate modeller myself, but I talk to them regularly.  In my experience, they are fully aware and criti-
cal of the remaining weaker parts in their models, and they strive to improve them.  In the meantime, we 
would do well to act on the carefully considered and balanced advice that they are giving us. 
  
John Eyre 



MARY’S DAIRY DIARY  -  JANUARY 2010 
 
The days are lengthening, but we are at the dead time of year.  We had so much rain in the autumn that, in the great 
swings of weather we seem to have now, we are hoping for a bright cold January.  Our slurry storage (liquid manure 
and dirty water) needs a break from lots of extra water.  The barn owls with their fluffy soft feathers, can’t hunt in the 
rain, and get to look very urgent in their hunting in gaps in the rain – three nights of rain and they start to become too 
weak to hunt and can starve. 
 
My father died in November, and in the bleak time of year, I miss his love, friendship and wise counsel.  I walk 
through the fields he knew and loved, the woodland he planted and nurtured, the farmstead that fulfils his vision of a 
farm that produces things people want to buy, and am sad and glad for his life. There was a lovely obituary in The 
Times:- 
 
  www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/comment/obituaries/article6946484.ece . 
 
CROPS  -  The crops are holding up well with the wet then the frost.  I’m really pleased with the crops we put in with 
our neighbour James Lee’s minimal tillage machine.  They don’t look as tidy as a ploughed seedbed, but almost the 
roughness and the lack of breaking the underlying soil structure seems to have them looking good in the winter as it 
unfolds.  I guess it may leave more harbourage for slugs and mildews, with more old crop around for them to feed on 
and more gaps in the soil for them to overwinter in; so we may need to treat more, although so far, so good: the trade
-offs of farming.   
 
COWS  -  The milking cows are inside until the last days of the month: as long as it’s not too wet, we’ll turn out the 
cows to graze as soon as we have enough cows calved to fill one side of the milking parlour (30 cows).  The pastures 
will have recovered from the minor damage caused by the cows taking off the last of the autumn grass in the rain.  As 
long as the pug marks aren’t too deep, as long as the turf isn’t inverted, a sward that’s working well has a great ability 
to recover itself.  We will do a little soil lifting when it gets dry for any fields we damaged more than they can mend 
themselves, and that should restore them.   
 
The dry cows are out on the last of the kale that’s left over from the deer, who are uncommonly partial to it.  The red 
deer aren’t meant to graze in a field where the cows are, but are not taking any notice of this.  We had someone 
complain it was cruel to have cows grazing in the rain.  Cows, weighing in at over half a tonne, with a heat producing, 
cellulose fermenting vat in their centres, are more troubled by heat than cold.  They are very effective at using food to 
generate heat, eating noticeably more to stay warm.  They are fine with either wet or cold.  In driving cold rain or 
sleet, they bunch together in a steaming mass, that limits their heat loss;  if the weather is too savage, we can bring 
them in, but mostly they are happier and healthier out.  We keep the leaner cows in so they can use their food to put 
on their backs not keep them warm.  Fat cows have problems calving and getting in calf, so we can use the weather 
to get their fat cover right. 
 
YOUNGSTOCK  -  All the heifers, smaller, leaner and needing to grow, are inside.  They still have very woolly winter 
coats, looking like shaggy beef animals, not the sleek milkers they will become.  The young calves from the autumn 
herd, now all weaned, blart (moo in that pleading calf way) every time they hear or smell you; they associate people 
with a full tummy, and let you know they’d like something now, please.  They’ve got feed, straw and calf mix, in front 
of them all the time, but still associate people with comfort. 
 
CHEESE  -  this is the least milk we produce all year, and there is very little packing of cheese: everyone’s fridges 
are full and their pockets empty from Christmas.  So January is the month we blitz on cleaning stores, getting the 
mite to invisible quantities, cleaning racks so all cheese will go onto pristine repaired racks, and the store gleam.  It’s 
tedious work but necessary – getting everything straight for the next deluge of milk that starts in February when the 
cows calve and the grass starts growing. 
 
PRIZES  -  We won Best of Dairy and Champion Product in the Taste of the West Awards, the best of 1200 products 
from the South West of England, for our Extra Mature Cheddar.   That makes it 43 awards this year: my father would 
have been so proud, and we are proud to honour his vision of world class cheese. 
 
RECIPE  -   Sally Jenkins’ ‘it’s cold and horrible and I need something easy and good, jacket potatoes’.  Throw some 
washed potatoes in the oven at 180°C to cook while you are doing something else.  My favourite potato is that red 
variety Desiree, but Estima is nice too (they are all pretty good this way other than a salad spud).  They are cooked 
when you get that lovely baked potato aroma from the oven.  Halve, dig out a hole for a good dob of Quickes 
Traditional Whey Butter, grate a decent amount of Quickes Traditional Mature Cheddar over it and serve with your 
favourite chutney (Sally says, whatever you have in the cupboard):  I’m enjoying that lovely Tracklements Onion 
Marmalade at the moment. 
 

MARY QUICKE 



WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
Due to the bad weather, the Parish Council meeting had to be rescheduled to Thursday, 21st February. 
Draft minutes will appear in the March issue. 
 
BELL RINGING 
Practice nights are on Thursday evenings at 7.30 pm.  Visitors are welcome, please contact Joy Field on 01392 
811600 beforehand. 

 
BENEFICE CHOIR 
Anyone who would like to join the choir and sing please contact Jackie Lightband (811527).  New recruits always 
welcome. 

 
GUILD OF ST. RAPHAEL (Sec. Mrs. E. Milverton, Tel:  811268). 
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 23rd February at  2:30 pm in Pathfinder Village Church with the Revd. Martin Woods.  
Any requests for prayer to  Eileen Milverton on 01392 811268. 

 
MOTHERS UNION 
Please contact Mrs. Gilbert on 811230 for details. 

 
WHITESTONE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE (Sec. Mags Smith ( 01392 430485) 
The next meeting of the Whitestone WI will be on Monday 8th February 2010 in the Parish Hall at 7.30pm.  The 
speaker for the evening will be Judith King who will be giving a talk and putting the ladies through their paces about 
Keeping  Fit in a Chair.  So if you feel like a little gentle exercise followed by a cup of tea we would love to see you.  
 
TABLE TENNIS (Contact Rob Prouse on 07720 510452) 
Table Tennis numbers are beginning to pick up again but we would still welcome old and new players to come and join in. 
The next sessions are booked for the 2nd and 3rd Mondays in February   -  the  8th and the 15th of February. 
Just come along for a great night at minimum cost.  If you have any questions please give Rob Prouse a ring. 
 
WHITESTONE SOCIAL CLUB- Secretary Peter Hanson, (tel. 01392 811878) 
Forthcoming Events: 
Monday February 22nd Fun Auction 
Saturday March 20th Candle-lit supper with bubbly, free for all members 
Monday April 26th  “Under Lyme bay” talk by Pater Glanvil 
Monday May 24th            The River Dart – From Source to Sea (talk by Dartmoor NT) 
Monday June 21st          Music evening in Community garden 
The ‘Bring & Share’ food & drink evenings are a great way to meet other people in the village. In particular newcom-
ers to the village can get to know people, make new friends and find out what is going on. There’s also a book swap 
club. Meetings start 7 30 pm in the parish hall. 
Why not join, it’s only £12 per year, or try one of our ‘Bring & Share’ food & drink evenings to see if you like 
it; it’s only £2.00 a head. 
 
WHITESTONE PLAYERS PANTOMIME 
This year’s pantomime in the Parish Hall is Dick Whittington with performances from 2nd to 6th February 2010 at 7:30 
pm (Saturday matinee at 2:30 pm).  Tickets are £5 for adults and only £2.50 for the under 14s. 
Box office 01392 433997.  
 
WHITESTONE WALKERS 
Next walk – Sunday 14

th
 February 2010 

Please note that the February walk will be the second Sunday in the month because of Pantomime commit-
ments.    
Meeting at the Parish Hall at 09.30 a.m. to share cars, we will then drive to the Flowerpot Car Park off Okehampton 
Street, Exeter. 
For anyone wishing to make their own way, we will meet at the Car Park at approximately 09.50 a.m. 
The walk will be along the cycle track and footpath beside the river Exe and Exeter Canal as far as Salmon Pool 
Bridge, where we join the Exeter Green Circle route.   We will then follow the Green Circle route via Alphington back 
to Okehampton Street.   The total distance will be approximately six miles.  
Sections of this route can be extremely muddy, please wear appropriate footwear.  
There will not be an afternoon walk this month.   

 
SUSTAINABLE WHITESTONE (Coordinator Liz Watkins, tel. 811285) 
There are quite a lot of green and related matters to occupy the mind in this month’s magazine.  If you have any 
ideas or suggestions for future visits or activities, please don’t hesitate to ring me. 



GARDENING CLUB Sec. Mary Stanbury,  Tel:  811532) 
The next meeting is on the 15th February at 7:30 pm in the Billiard Room at the Parish Hall.  Mr David Oaky will give 
a talk about orchids. 
 
TEA AND A CHAT 
A reminder to those who would like to come for Tea and a Chat, the next tea party will be on Thurs 25th February 
at 3.30pm in the Parish Hall.   If you can come please let Jennifer Kellagher (01392 273864) or Ros Hanson (01392 
811878) know in order to get an idea of numbers. 
 
REGULAR PARISH HALL BOOKINGS 
There are regular activities in the Parish Hall apart from the monthly society events.  In response to suggestions we 
publish a list.  Please note contact numbers for future reference. 
 

WEEKLY 
Tuesday evening    Sequence Dancing  Colin Thorne - 01392 206442  (see advert) 
Wednesday 10.00am - 12.00 noon Mothers & Toddlers Rachel Wilson - 01647 61744 
Friday evening    Bingo    Ray Kielty - 07949 865204 
Saturday 9.00am - 1.00pm  Topaz Dancing  Sally Gray - 01392 424073 
MONTHLY 
Parish Council Meeting   Normally 2nd Thursday in the month starting at 7.30pm.  Open to the Public. 

 
BOOKING THE PARISH HALL 
Please contact the Hall Caretaker, Paula Cook, to arrange bookings for the Parish Hall. 
  Address: 8 Crossways, Whitestone 
  Tel:        01392 811358 
  Mobile :     07786596445 
  email:        Paula.cook@friendsprovident.co.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contributions for the March 2010 Parish Magazine to Pat Martin, 11 Merrymeet, by Tuesday 16th 
February.  Any queries, comments, suggestions or complaints about the magazine, please, to the 
editor, Mrs. J. Kellagher, East Rowhorne – (01392) 273864. 
 

All endings are also beginnings. We just don't know it at the time 

 

PLANS FOR FUND RAISING EVENTS IN 2010 FOR THE PARISH HALL 
 

February 27
th  7:30 pm Family Fun Quiz  to be hosted by Nikki Coombs.  Only £5 per table of 4. 

  Please see larger article. 
 

March 6
th
  8 pm  Barn Dance with bar 

 

April 24
th
  7:30 pm Auction of promises. 

 

May 3
rd 10:00 am - 4:00 pm Art and Craft Fair  

 

May 21
st  6pm – 9pm  Open gardens of “Summers Place” by kind permission of Mr & Mrs Stafford Charles.  

 

July 3rd 2:30 - 5 pm Whitestone Fete 
 

July 17
th
 7:30 pm Musical evening in Community Garden. Performers to be arranged.  

WHITESTONE PANTOMIME 
 

Dick WhittingtonDick WhittingtonDick WhittingtonDick Whittington    
    

The great antidote to the bad weather. 
Don’t delay and buy your tickets now. 

 
Contact: 01392 433997 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HOMEWORKS 
 

Carpentry 
 

General maintenance and 
Refurbishment 

 

Dealing with all types of maintenance 
 

Painting and Decorating 

 

    

H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A YYYY    
 
 

Carpenter & Joinery Manufacturer 
 
 

Pitt Farm, Churchtown, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2LG 
 
 

07710 434760 (mobile)    01392 811829 (tel/ans) 
 

MITCHELL 
 

Sydenham & Vernon 
 

FUNERAL SERVICES 
 

Your local Funeral Directors 
 

Should you wish to telephone, there is an experienced 
Member of our staff available 24 hours a day to offer advice 

 
Tel:  (01392) 272682    Chapels of Rest 

King William Street, York road, Exeter, EX4 6PD 
 

Master Craftsmen in Stone 
Providing superb quality & value 

Langmead Memoria ls  
Memor ia ls ,  addi t ional  inscr ipt ions  

c leaning & renovat ions 
 

Phone 01392 273259 
St .  Marks Avenue, Exeter ,  EX1 2PX 

 

W eb: www. langmead-memor ia ls .com 
Emai l :  sa les@langmead-memor ia ls .com 

 

GARETH  J  CLATWORTHY 

 

Interior & Exterior Quality Decorating 

 
 

‘LOWER HURSTON’ 

Tedburn Road 

Whitestone 

Tel: (01392) 811819                  Exeter, EX4  2HF 

SEQUENCE DANCING 
at 

WHITESTONE PARISH HALL 
 

Every Tuesday at 7:30 pm 
Come and meet new friends 

Everyone welcome 
 

For more details, ring Colin on 01392 206442 

 Experienced Therapist 
 

 • Indian Head Massage £25 
      (with oil option and hot/cold crystal stone option) 
 • Crystal therapy £25 
      to balance and harmonise your body 
 • Crystal therapy and/or Reiki £Negotiable 
      to balance and harmonise buildings 
 • Reiki Master from £25 
      offering healing and training others to heal 
 • Counsellor and Psychotherapist £30 (Member of BACP) 
 

     Beautiful rural location with easy and free parking. 
        This private setting is wheelchair friendly. 

 

Please call Mandy on 01363 772298 

Shawthorne Bungalow 
Whitestone 
Exeter EX4 2JS         Tel:  01392-811374 
 

Mary Belt 
 

Dressmaking   Curtains   Alterations   Repairs 

 

Zip Replacements 
 

 

 

 

 

Gift 
Vouchers 
Available 



The Fish Supper House 
for 

Fabulous Fish and chips 
Friendly Service and 

Fantastic Value 
 

Open Lunch times and Evenings 4 days a week 

Wednesdays to Saturdays inclusive 

 

Tel. 01392 272432   17 Okehampton Rd 

St. Thomas, EXETER 

 
T h e    P u r r f e c t    

C a t s ’    H o t e l 

Mrs. Pamela Chisholm 
Hatfield 
Longdown 
Exeter, EX6 7SR 
Tel: 01392 811682 

A Country Hotel 
for Cats 

Burmese and Birman 
Kittens 

 

LE-ROY FUNERAL SERVICE 
 

M.WREFORD & SONS 

♦ Independent Family Owned Funeral Business 
♦ Private Chapels of Rest/24 Hour Personal Service 
♦ Professional Staff/Competitive Quotations 
♦ Modern Traditional Vehicles/Ample Parking 
♦ Golden Charter Pre Payment Funeral Plans  

 

10 Alphington Road, EXETER EX2 8HH 
Tel: 01392 255535 

94/95 High Street, Crediton EX17 3LB 
Tel: 01363 772326 
www.leroyfunerals.co.uk 

 

ALUMINIUM  -  DOMESTIC  -  PVC WINDOWS 
DOORS  -  CONSERVATORIES  -  SHOP FRONTS 

  CURTAIN WALLING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Unit 7 
GD Units 
Cofton Road 
Marsh Barton 
Exeter  
EX2 8QW 
 

Email:  info@westcoastwindows.co.uk 
Web:    www.westcoastwindows.co.uk 

 

Contact: Nigel Gribble or Mike Melluish 

 

A. S. DOWN 
 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR 
Domestic and Commercial Installations 

 
 

Rewiring         Cooker Repairs 
 

Economy 7 Heating 
 

Showers                                Lighting  Design 
 
 

 
 
 

Tele- phone : 
01392 811431 

Mobile  :  07976 626206 
 
 

Merry View, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2JT 

Tel:  01392 829800 
Fax: 01392 829808 



 

OSBORNE GROUND & BUILDING SERVICES 

 

ALL TYPES OF GROUNDWORK - EXCAVATIONS - DRAINAGE- 
SEWERS – CONCRETE FORMWORK & GENERAL BUILDING 

LANDSCAPING & FENCING 
 

LARGE AND SMALL CONTRACTS UNDERTAKEN 
 

PLEASE PHONE FOR FREE ESTIMATE 

01392 833708 OR 811879   MOBILE 07970 053639 

01392 811829 (tel/ans)    07710 434760 (mobile) 

273449 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

If you would like a last resting place in 
beautiful countryside overlooking 

Dartmoor. 
 

Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie 
or Martin Chatfield 

www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 
 

The Royal Oak 
NADDERWATER 

(01392) 272352 

royaloak.nadderwater@hotmail.co.uk  

www.theroyaloaknadderwater.co.uk  

 
 

BOOK NOW FOR  
VALENTINES DAY 

 

Shrove Tuesday is pancake day 

choose either a savoury or sweet filling 

 
 

SUNDAY ROAST 

(Served 12 – 2.30pm)From £3.95 
 

Bar snacks available 

From £1.50 

THE KINGS ARMSTHE KINGS ARMS  

  TEDBURN ST MARYTEDBURN ST MARY  
  

Tel. 01647 61224 Tel. 01647 61224   
www.kingsarmsinn.co.uk 

 

Our Award Winning Carvery is available every 
 Tuesday and Thursday  from 12  to 2.30pm – still only £4.95 

 

Every Wednesday Evening – All You Can Eat Hot Buffet - £7.95 
Recent selections have included Freshly Battered Fish (cooked 
to order); Homemade Soup; Chefs’ Freshly Made Lasagne; 

Coq au Vin; Stir Fried Sizzling Beef 
 

Valentines Day  
Themed romantic specials available all weekend   

 

Mothering Sunday – 14th March 
We are now taking bookings for our “Extra Special Mothers 
Day Carvery”  - Served between 12 noon and 6pm - £8.25  

Full menu also available 






