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A HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL OUR READERS

NORTH KENN BENEFICE
SERVICES FOR JANUARY 2011
Sunday January 2nd
8.0 am Whitestone
9.30 am Holcombe Burnell
11.0 am Tedburn St Mary
3.0 pm
Pathfinder
3.0 pm
Cheriton Bishop

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Family Service
Holy Communion
Churches Together

Revd Martin Wood
Revd Tim Gorringe
Revd Martin Wood
Canon Geoffrey Moore
Revd Martin Wood

Thursday January 6th
7.30 pm Holcombe Burnell

Feast of the Epiphany
Epiphany Communion

Revd Martin Wood

Sunday January 9th
9.30 am Holcombe Burnell
9.30 am Whitestone
11.0 am Cheriton Bishop
3.0 pm
Pathfinder
3.0 pm
Tedburn St Mary

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Family Service
Prayer and Fellowship
Evening Prayer

Revd Martin Wood
Revd Tim Gorringe
Revd Martin Wood

Saturday January 15th
6.0 pm Whitestone Hall

Saturday Surprise

Revd Martin Wood

Sunday
8.0 am
9.30 am
3.0 pm
6.0 pm

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Evensong
Evensong

Revd Martin Wood
Canon John Tutton
Lay led
Revd Martin Wood

Holy Communion
Ecumenical Service
Christian Unity
Family Service
United Service

Revd Tim Gorringe
Canon John Tutton
Revd Martin Wood
Revd Martin Wood

January 16th
Tedburn St Mary
Cheriton Bishop
Pathfinder
Holcombe Burnell

Sunday January 24th
8.0 am Cheriton Bishop
9.30 am Whitestone
9.30 am T. St. M. Methodist
11.0 am Holcombe Burnell
3.0 pm Pathfinder

Sunday January 30th
Candlemas
10.30 am Tedburn St Mary
Benefice Communion
4.0 pm Cheriton Bishop

Café Church

Every Thursday
10.30 am
Pathfinder

Holy Communion

Lay led

Revd Martin Wood
Revd Tim Gorringe to preach
Revd Martin Wood

Revd M Wood

FROM THE RECTOR

Looking for warmth in the coldest month
January is statistically the coldest month in the year on average although sadly February is not
very much warmer. In some years there are obviously other months which are colder than
January but if you predicted which month would be the coldest January would be your best guess.
In the face of the cold, people seek refuge from it in the warmest places. I always think cats and
dogs are good guides as they often have a favourite warm place. To make a place warm takes
effort and money. Sadly sometimes people struggle to keep warm and they often need help in
practical ways like bringing in fuel for the fire. It is important to remember those people who need
practical help when the weather is very cold.
As I grew up, I have lived in houses without any fires. All but one of them had central heating with
radiators, although the first house we lived in had electric storage heaters in a couple of the
rooms. The rest of the house was cold. Everyone migrated to the two warm rooms in the house
and even these would get colder during the evening when the stored heat ran out. I remember
going to bed early to hide under the bed clothes. I went to visit an aunt; she had an open fire with
coal in the grate. I was fascinated by the glowing red coals and the heat it produced. I settled
down in front of the fire like a cat. My parents were engrossed in conversation and I became
curious about the coal on the outside of the fire which was still black. I wondered why the coal
was not burning and why it appeared to be cold. I carefully touched the black coal only to find out
it was blisteringly hot! I learnt my lesson the hard way by experience.
What is interesting about the coal on the outside of the fire which is black yet very hot? If with a
pair of tongs you remove it from the fire and leave it on its own it will cool down and not burn. The
coal needs the heat of the fire to get it to the point of burning and to produce heat itself. Without
the heat the coal remains black and cold. The same can be said about our emotional and spiritual
warmth. If we become separated from friends and family emotionally we can become lonely and
isolated. Being a good neighbour to someone can restore the warmth of human relationships, just
by talking to each other and showing kindness.
Spiritually if we lose contact with God and other people who share the same spiritual values then
the world seems to be a hopeless place, in which, quite often evil and badness appear to have
the upper hand. If we seek God we start to find hope and good in the world around us. Being in
relationship with God, challenges us to look at our other relationships with family, friends and
neighbours. God wants us to make them the best they can be. This means sharing the warmth of
friendships and acting practically to help those in need. It is about rekindling warmth in ourselves
and sharing with others to rekindle their warmth if they will let God have a chance.

Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop 01647 24119 (Tuesday to Sunday)

DAILY OFFICE (MATTINS AND EVENSONG)
Martin will be saying the Daily Office (Mattins and Evensong) in each of the churches once a week at
9.00 am and 3.00 pm as follows:
Tuesday:
Holcombe Burnell
Wednesday:
Tedburn St. Mary
Thursday:
Cheriton Bishop
Friday:
Whitestone
He will be very pleased to see anyone who wishes to join him or speak to him at these times as well.

PRISE SATURDAY SURPRISE SATURD
Saturday 15th January 2011
Parish Hall 6.00 pm
Come to sing
(hymns and songs to suit all tastes)
to learn, to be still, to meditate,
to pray (if you wish) but above all
to have fun.
It's Church with a difference,
for regular church people and for
others who are just interested.
Maximum 45 minutes!
Kiddies' play area.
And always a

CHURCH ELECTORAL ROLL
We will be revising the Church Electoral Roll
prior to the AGM on the 24th March 2011.
If you wish to join the existing Roll, please,
by the 2nd March 2011,
complete the application form and return to:
Mrs. J. Thomas, 2 Barton Cottages,
Whitestone, Exeter EX4 2LB
Forms are available from the Church Table,
Dr Richards or Mrs Thomas.

!!!!!SURPRISE!!!!!

Christmas Shoebox Appeal,
(Samaritan’s Purse "Operation Christmas Child")
Thank you very much to all who prepared Shoe Boxes this year. We were able to take 33 to the Exeter Depot, one of
four collection points in Devon. The Exeter Depot received just over 17500 boxes for distribution to impoverished
children, and this year the countries chosen were Serbia and Ukraine. Rodney Olding, the local Manager said on
receiving our boxes "Thank you so much. That means 33 happy children!"
We will be inviting contributions again in 2011, so how about starting to collect boxes now? We have found that shoe
shops are perfectly happy to give away empty boxes. You don't have to buy an expensive pair of Gucci's!

A. S. DOWN
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR
Domestic and Commercial Installations
Rewiring

Cooker Repairs
Economy 7 Heating

Showers

Lighting Design

Telephone : 01392 811431
Mobile : 07976 626206
Merry View, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2JT

December 2010
Dear Friends,
As the term here draws to an end and we begin to think
about celebrating Christmas, we wish you all a very
Happy and blessed Christmas. We have already kicked
off the festive season as our student-led Sunday School
at UCU put on a Christmas play last Sunday, - actually
an interesting blend of some rap numbers, readings,
and a traditional Nativity, with Abigail being the Angel
Gabriel (see photo, below)

No snow for us hereN it has been hot, sunny, rainy,
and humid – pretty much as usual! Thank you for your
prayers for us both as we have taught this term. Exams
are in the first two weeks of December, so do pray for
the students, for their exams and for safety as they
travel home for the holidays. Our Theology students
have been in placements in their home dioceses this
term, and will be back with us in January for their next
term of studies.
As well as teaching Dan has been busy working on the
proposal for an “Institute for Faith, Learning, and
Service” at the university, (the brain-child of our new VC
John Senyonyi). He is also taking a group of twenty-six
lecturers to a conference on “Developing
Comprehensive Christian Higher Education in Africa”
being held in Nairobi, by IAPCHE, (International
Association for promotion of Christian Higher
Education). Please pray that the conference will be of
value to all who participate, and for safe travels as they
are going by bus, leaving here on 15th Dec and
returning on 19th. Do please also continue to pray for
John Senyonyi in his new and very important role as
Vice Chancellor of UCU. He has been doing a
wonderful job so far, as we knew he would, and is
probably still in the “honeymoon period,” but we do pray
that as that inevitably expires, the support and cooperation of others will continue. Rosie has also been
running the Children’s Library on campus, and is very
pleased that it seems that two of the volunteers, a
Ugandan lady and an American missionary, both of

whose children are frequent users of the library, seem
willing to take it on after we leave. Please pray that their
tentative offers (so far) will become a firm commitment!
Rosie has been leading the Story Hour for the children
of the Day Care weekly as our usual person is away on
leave – a refreshing and fun change from her normal
work here!
In the past we have asked you to pray for Olivia Banja
our Dean of Theology, and especially for her baby
daughter Ann Grace, who is thankfully making really
good progress now, although still catching up with
learning to walk especially. Olivia and Susan Olwa (wife
of Alfred) are organising a gathering for all our women
clergy, from 2nd to 5th January, and Rosie is also
involved with that. We
hope that many women will be able to come, especially
those from the most rural parts of Uganda, to receive
Bible teaching, mutual support and encouragement. We
are asking the women to make a small contribution but
many of our rural clergy are only paid by their
congregations in food and in kind, and therefore have
very little money if any at all. So we are trying to raise
the rest of the money needed to run the event. Please
pray that this will be a very helpful time for these
women, and for the funding to be found.
Our friend Dismas is getting married on Dec 11th. As
well as being a tutor here he is now Chaplain at utabika
Hospital in Kampala for the mentally ill. Pray for him in
this amazing work, and for him and Priver as they begin
their new life together.
Please also continue to pray for us as we make plans
for leaving Uganda and the next step. Things are
radually becoming clearer but we would value your
prayers that everything will fall into place. Abigail and
Alex are both very well, excited that Christmas is
coming, excited that we are taking a short holiday in
Kenya after term finishes (as are we!) and very excited
that Rosie’s parents are coming to stay after Christmas
for two weeks (again as are we!) We are thankful that
Abigail has begun to be good friends with two girls in
her class, and
Alex has firmly
teamed up with
a new arrival on
campus, Jake.
Please do pray
for them in the
time of transition
ahead.
So once again
we thank you for
all your prayers,
and for your
financial
support.
And a very Happy Christmas to you,
With our love and prayers,
Dan, Rosie, Abigail and Alex.

The Royal Naval Association
Exeter Branch
St. Catherine’s is one of the few churches entitled to fly
the White Ensign and the one currently used was kindly
provided by the Royal Naval Association. They would
like to welcome New Members to their venue at:
Royal British Legion
Alphington
They meet at 7.30pm in the last Thursday of each
month. You can be sure of a warm welcome if you
come along.
MITCHELL
Sydenham & Vernon
FUNERAL SERVICES
Your local Funeral Directors
Should you wish to telephone, there is an experienced
Member of our staff available 24 hours a day to offer advice
Tel: (01392) 272682
Chapels of Rest
King William Street, York road, Exeter, EX4 6PD

LE-ROY FUNERAL SERVICE
M.WREFORD & SONS
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Independent Family Owned Funeral Business
Private Chapels of Rest/24 Hour Personal Service
Professional Staff/Competitive Quotations
Modern Traditional Vehicles/Ample Parking
Golden Charter Pre Payment Funeral Plans
10 Alphington Road, EXETER EX2 8HH
Tel: 01392 255535
94/95 High Street, Crediton EX17 3LB
Tel: 01363 772326
www.leroyfunerals.co.uk

THANKS
A note of thanks to the Chairman and Clerk of the
Parish Council for their hard work and tolerance during
the past years. Despite, sometimes, hurtful and unjust
criticisms, they carry on.
A Parishioner

ROYAL OAK HEALTHY START CLUB
I am thinking of running a friendly group to help keep
those of us that would like to loose some weight after
the Christmas and New Year celebrations or just get fit!
There are a number of ways to keep fit nowadays with
probably WII FIT being the most popular at home . The
intention is to meet once a week to discuss menus,
recipes, and weigh yourself if you want to then do 30
minutes exercise which we can vary from week to
week. I would propose a morning at around 9.30. If you
are interested and would like to know more please
contact Tracey on 01392 272352 or call in at the Royal
Oak.
Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year.
Regards Tracey

WHITESTONE PARISH HALL FUND APPEAL
Thanks to those who have contributed to the Appeal in
the last month, particularly to Jamie Oliver who raised
money by selling items on eBay, and to the Mr and Mrs
Hutchinson for donating the mulled cider for the Skittles
Evening. Also thanks to all who organised and
supported the Skittles and Dance Evenings which were
very enjoyable though sadly not very well attended.
The total raised to date (after allowing for 100 club
payments) is just over £33,600, of which about £21,900
has been spent on the work to date.

HOMEWORKS
Carpentry
General maintenance and
Refurbishment
Dealing with all types of maintenance
Painting and Decorating

CALLING ALL
POTENTIAL ASPIRING COUNCILLORS
Teignbridge District Council are holding an informal
event
‘People like you make a difference’
at Forde House, Newton Abbot on 29th January 2011
giving guidance on the role of Councillors and how to
stand for election, with the opportunity to meet and chat
with existing Councillors.
This event, with an eye to the forthcoming local
elections in May 2011, runs from 10:30 am to midday
(approx.) and is equally applicable to aspiring Parish
and District Councillors.
It is designed to answer people’s questions, interests or
concerns and attendance will not commit you in any
way.
To register your interest, please call 01626 361101 or
email; makeadifference@teignbridge.gov.uk
P.Nierop

THE GREEN CORNER
Winter seemed to come a bit early this year so here are
some suggestions for easy ways to keep your energy
bills down, - if you haven’t done them already:
•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Draught - proofing is about the most cost effective
thing you can do. Check for draughts with your
cheek next time it’s windy, - especially under
doors.
Put on thermal vests and /or body warmers and
turn the thermostat down a bit.
Make sure any heating pipes under the floor or in
the loft are really well insulated. Also your hot
water cylinder cupboard if you have one.
Shower instead of bathing, - and remember you
don’t need to keep the shower on while you’re
soaping yourself. And don’t feel bad if you don’t
shower every day, - 44% of British men and 33%
of British women don’t. There are also regular
suggestions that you don’t need to wash your hair
every day. Matthew Parris recently admitted he
hadn’t washed his for a decade. Andrew Marr left
his unwashed for a while and was quite satisfied
with the results. Some dermatologists think that
intense, regular washing strips the skin of
beneficial germs.
Get a wood burning stove that heats the water as
well. Make sure it’s got a flat top so you can slow
cook stews, heat up the washing -up water etc.
You’ll never look back, -ask Liz Watkins and Rob
Jones what they think of their new one.
Use a pressure cooker and microwave where you
can and, if using an electric oven, try to cook lots
of things at the same time as they use a lot of
energy.
Switch electrical things off at the socket when not
in use if you can. Make sure you’ve got energy
saving light bulbs wherever they are on for any
length of time.
If you’ve got some money in a savings account
and you’ve got a south-facing roof, get some PV
panels installed. You’ll get a return of about 10%
tax free for the next 24 years, you’ll increase the
value of your home and there’s no need to worry
about maintenance. It’s such a good deal that
companies are willing to put the panels on your
roof for nothing. You get the electricity they
generate for free but they get all the income from
the generation. It’s a really good proposition for
them but even better for you.
Also coming in June is the Renewable Heat
Initiative which may be even more cost effective.
This will pay you for generating heat from say a
solar hot water panel or a wood pellet/chip boiler,
provided it was installed after July 2009.

Editor’s note:
If you have energy saving tips of your own to add,
please send them to me before Jan 16th for inclusion in
the February magazine.

Shawthorne Bungalow
Whitestone
Exeter EX4 2JS

Tel: 01392-811374

Mary Belt
Dressmaking Curtains Alterations Repairs
Zip Replacements

H E N R Y J. N E T H E R W A Y
Carpenter & Joinery Manufacturer
Pitt Farm, Churchtown, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2LG

07710 434760 (mobile)

01392 811829 (tel/ans)

GARETH J CLATWORTHY
Interior & Exterior Quality Decorating

Tel: (01392) 811819

‘LOWER HURSTON’
Tedburn Road
Whitestone
Exeter, EX4 2HF

MARY'S DAIRY DIARY - DECEMBER 2010

Light is seeping fast out
of the shortening days,
spectacular days are so
short, overcast days
have twilight at noon.
This is the time of year
my father died, making
the dark days darker.
Little birds fleet over the cold landscape, escaping the
hungry eyes of the buzzards who wait on the telegraph
poles. The deer get more and more inventive about
how to get into my vegetable garden (what about a now
7 foot high electrified fence with a proximity alarm don’t
they understand - it feels like we are training them to
steeplechase).
CROPS - The crops are coming up well using the
minimum tillage machine. The soil is firm underfoot,
even after a fair amount of rain. The idea is that it will
develop a good structure with more organic matter and
less disturbance of all the myriad creatures that live in
soil, and they give the plants access to nutrients that
otherwise we have to add in. Soil left undisturbed
produces huge amounts of vegetation, so feels like
there is a lot to understand about the way soil works,
and we literally are just scratching the surface.
COWS - The autumn has been kind, and we hope to
graze right up to Christmas. We stop milking the cows
to calve in February ‘dry them off’ to allow them to rest
before calving and the next round of milking. Then
we’ll bring in any animals that need a little TLC, and
graze the fatter animals on crops we’ve grown to hold
them. I was talking to a remarkable farmer from
Somerset, Matt Bolas, who does the opposite and says
that the lean ones thrive better outside. I’ll have to try
that out - there is always something to learn. The
autumn calving cows are going to the bull, so we bring
them in a little sooner so adverse weather doesn’t
affect them getting in calf.

If you would like a last resting place in
beautiful countryside overlooking
Dartmoor.
Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie
or Martin Chatfield
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk

CALVES AND HEIFERS - They are all tucked up in
the barn now. The spring calves went down with IBR,
like a heavy cold that leaves some prone to pneumonia
- they had been looking so well; so it’s sad to see them
looking poor. We treated them, and all but three came
through. We will now vaccinate - we think we brought
the disease in when we brought in a few animals when
we set up the autumn herd, even through the vet had
given them a clean bill of health. We’ve got the rest of
the winter to get them back up to scratch, before they
go to the bull in May.
CHEESE - We’ve been playing around with some
ewe’s milk cheese - I’ve always wants to develop one.
We are beginning to think we are getting somewhere taste it in the shop and give us your feedback. The
challenge is to make a cheese that doesn’t taste of
fleece, and instead has our hallmark creamy complex
balanced flavour with a long finish.

I’m so pleased with how the mite busters are doing - as
long as we keep at blowing the cheese with our invention,
the mite is there but not that visible. Will we be able to
keep the mite from going under the cloth where we can’t
get them? Wait for the next instalmentNN.
PRIZES - At the World Cheese Awards we have
provisionally won a Gold for Quickes Traditional Vintage
Cheddar, Bronze for Quickes Traditional Mature Cheddar
and Bronze for Quickes Traditional Extra Mature
Cheddar.
HAVE A CHEESY CHRISTMAS - We are packing ready
for Christmas, and we are making up baskets and
selection packs - send a taste of Newton St Cyres to your
friends, order by email, phone with a card. We can send
cheese to the UK, Europe by arrangement with the shop
01392 851000. Last orders for posting to be in the shop
by Wednesday 15th December.
ALAN JENKINS - Alan is leaving us at Christmas time
after 26 years as Farm Manager. Over the years, he’s
been a great contribution to the farm. He & Trudi have
bought a farm in South Africa near the Garden Route, it is
brilliant he’s done so much here then is leaving to fulfill a
dream he’s had for many years. The new Farm Manager
is Adam Reeves.
RECIPE - I’ve finally worked out how to cook the
cardoons that Clarissa Dixon-Wright encouraged me to
grow - you can get the seeds in all the vegetable ranges,
but it’s taken me about 10 years of puzzling what to do
with them. They are such a good vegetable - they grow
vigorously from November through to February in all but
the hardest frost, and deer and other wildlife don’t eat
them. They are a variety of globe artichoke, but you eat
the central part of the leaf. I pull a couple of leaves off the
plant, and cut off the green bits. I chop the core of the
leaves into about 6 inch lengths, then pull out a few of the
strings. Chop into about centimetre lengths, and put on
lemon juice for flavour and to stop them discolouring.
Braise in a saucepan with a little olive oil, a few chopped
anchovies and some chopped garlic. I serve as a
vegetable or as a snack with a little grated Quickes
Traditional Mature Cheddar on top. They are bitter and
crunchy and completely addictive.
MARY QUICKE

PILATES
From 6th January 2011, Pilates classes will
be carrying on as usual in the Parish Hall,
Thursdays 6:30 to 7:30pm.
The cost is either £5 each session or £24
for a block of 6. Contact Peter Hanson on
811878 if you’d like to come.
If you’d prefer to come to a day-time class,
please contact Mary Belt on 811374

ALUMINIUM - DOMESTIC - PVC WINDOWS
DOORS - CONSERVATORIES - SHOP FRONTS
CURTAIN WALLING

Unit 7
GD Units
Cofton Road
Marsh Barton
Exeter
EX2 8QW

Tel: 01392 829800
Fax: 01392 829808

Email: info@westcoastwindows.co.uk
Web: www.westcoastwindows.co.uk
Contact: Nigel Gribble or Mike Melluish

WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL

9 DEC 2010

Draft Minutes of Whitestone Parish Council meeting
held at Whitestone Parish Hall on Thursday
9th December 2010 to be ratified at the Council meeting
on Thursday 13th January 2011
Attendance: Chairman – Councillor Mrs M Belt
Councillors P Hanson, D Munro, A Reed,
Mrs B Netherway, R Phillips, Mrs T Taylor
County Councillor J Brook
Mrs P Vaughan, Clerk to the Council
Mr D Fisher, Mr M Quinn, Mr P Nierop
Apologies: District Councillor Bromell, Councillor E
Beeching (illness),
The meeting was preceded by the December Draw for
the 100 Club in support of the Parish Hall Appeal by Mr
Fisher and the winning number was 5 and belongs to
Neil Davies.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mr Nierop, Mr Fisher and Mr Quinn all took part in public
participation Mr Nierop commented on the answers
which will be debated by the Councillors within the
meeting regarding the statement on income and
expenditure on School Houses stating that he did not
consider the statement adequate. Mr Fisher and Mr
Quinn raised their concerns regarding the use of funds
to purchase play equipment for the Crossway Park.
Councillor Taylor asked that she might be allowed to
clarify the position regarding the play equipment and
explained that in September 2008 it had become
necessary to remove the play bus at the Park as it was
considered a danger. The Parish Council considered
replacing this equipment and prices were investigated.
At that time District Councillor Bromell kindly obtained a
grant of £300 from his Community Fund towards this
enterprise. In view of the cost implications Councillor
Taylor undertook some fundraising ventures and in total
the fund for a new piece of equipment at present stands
at £1,305.62. In September 2010 the Parish Council
discussed the purchase and installation of a play castle
costing £3,900 including VAT and it was proposed and
seconded that this be ordered. After further discussion
and a site visit with the suppliers of the new piece of
equipment it was decided to amend the equipment to
the suitability and to the space required. This will mean
that the cost will now be £3,750 including VAT which
includes installation and the provision of the necessary
matting to go under the equipment. A brochure of the
equipment was on display at the Whitestone Parish
Open day in September and parishioners who attended
liked the equipment and comments were made about
installation of the equipment saying they did not want
the view obscured, it should blend in with the
surroundings, be good for all ages, leave room for other
activities such as the Fete Sports Day. In addition the
Whitestone Toddler Group was consulted and they also
liked the equipment.
Public participation was then closed and the Chairman
opened the Parish Council meeting

Minutes of the Council meeting held on 11th November
2010 having been circulated were taken as read and
signed as a true copy by the Chairman with a comment
from Councillor Hanson that he had offered a donation of
£50 for the wood which would be removed from the
Crossway Park and this amount had not been
mentioned, merely that he would give a donation. A
suggestion was made by Councillor Taylor that this is not
a sufficient contribution for the amount of wood which
had been cut but Councillor Hanson stated that it had not
been refused when his offer was made.
MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION
Mr Nierop’s Questions
A statement had been prepared by the Clerk in
conjunction with Councillors Belt and Phillips and had
been distributed to Councillors. This statement was read
to the meeting and was open to discussion by
Councillors.
Q.1 Council Tax/electricity for No 1 is significantly less
for No 2. Why? Do they cover similar periods? Why no
water charge for No 1? Why are these taxes and
services charged to the Parish and not the tenants?
No 1 and 2 School Houses were vacated in December
2006 and the necessary repair and renovation work
began as follows:No 1 from January 2007 until tenanted in September
2007
No 2 from May 2007 until tenanted in July 2009.
Teignbridge District Council allow exempt Council Tax
payments for a period of up to six months whilst a
“dwelling” is undergoing repair work to render it habitable
so no Council Tax was payable until July 2007 after
which time the Parish Council was responsible for the
Council Tax until tenants occupied the houses and then
the tenants became responsible for the Council Tax.
The utility bills from December 2006 until the tenants’
occupation were also the responsibility of the Parish
Council.
Q.2 As it is not possible to calculate the monthly rental
income from the figures provided, what is the projected
income and expenditure for 2010/2011? Is a surplus
anticipated for the current financial year and if affirmative
how much and for what purpose will the surplus be
used?
The rental for the two houses is £1,375 per month
(£1,126.80 in September due to change in tenancy) less
the Letting Agents Commission/fees and this amounts to
£8,075.47 to 30th November. The projected income
(provided both houses are occupied) from December
2010 to March 2011 will be £4,781.36 thus making a
total income from April 2010 to March 2011 of
£12,856.83. Expenses for repairs from April 2010 to
30th November total £1,202.66. The quotation for the
painting of the houses is £3,290 although there will be
additional expense as the Council requested extra
scaffolding to be erected to inspect the chimneys
following reports of damp in the houses. Any surplus will
be used for the benefit of the Parish – an appeal from
the Parish Hall Committee was considered at the
November meeting and the amount of £2,000 was given
to assist with their finances.

Q.3 What is the central reason for the Parish Council
retaining ownership of School Houses?
Houses are retained for investment income so that the
Parish Council can benefit the Parish in all its aspects
for years to come.
Q.4 Will the Parish Council agree to a review of its
policy regarding School Houses? In particular will the
Council investigate the current market potential for these
properties and whether the Parish would derive greater
benefit from selling one or both properties in order to
finance improvements to the Parish Hall?
At previous Council meetings it was always decided that
the houses would be retained but this could be placed
on an agenda in the New Year for further discussion
Q.5 Will the Parish Council commit to reducing the
precept in the next financial year, as previously
promised for the current year, by an amount equivalent
to the sums raised in the precept 2009/10, 2010/11
specifically to fund the refurbishment of School Houses?
It is the intention to reduce the precept as was done last
year and this decision will be made at the financial
meeting to determine the precept in January. The
Precept for 07/08 was £6,000; for 08/09 was £8,000; for
09/10 was £8,000; for 10/11 is £7,000.
It was agreed by the Councillors that this was a
satisfactory response to Mr Nierop. However, Mr Nierop
having been aware of this document had sent an email
to the Clerk listing the following comments:Q.1 The statement provided in October to which my
question refers itemises expenditure thus:
No 1
No 2
Council tax £368.73
£1,850.47
Electricity £183.89
£538.66
SW Water
£1611.01
The response in the prepared statement is not adequate
and does not address the legitimate queries raised in
question 1.
After the tenants left in December 2006 the Parish
Council were accountable for all bills for both houses
until they were again occupied when obviously the
tenants took over the responsibility. The account with
SW Water was queried but unfortunately this had to be
paid – neither house is on a water meter.
Q.2 The response “any surplus will be used for the
benefit of the Parish” conveys no useful information from
which I deduce there is no specific plan to utilise any
projected surplus?
There is no specific plan as the Council have to be flexible in their use of funds to meet the needs that arise
during the year.
Q.3 Houses are retained for investment income etc
begs the question ‘what income? When surplus of
Income over expenditure for the last 14 years is £1.015
only, see below
From y/e 1996/7
Income
£48,960.05
to ytd 07/10
Expenditure £47,945.06
Surplus
£1,015.44

Mr Nierop had gleaned these figures from
documentation provided for Councillors in order to give
them information when planning for a Precept and is
unaware that from 1996 when the Clerk started to
prepare this document to 2007 the houses were rented
out at very reduced rents as they were occupied by the
Caretakers and the stand-in Caretaker for the Parish
Hall. In fact No 2 only had income of £10 per week as it
was occupied by the Caretakers and came rent free to
them with the Hall Committee contributing the £10.
When the caretakers left it was necessary to do much
repair work to No 2 in particular, which also had dry rot,
and to bring both houses up to the standard required for
letting in today’s marketplace.
Q.4 In order for there to be an informed debate on the
merits or otherwise of disposing of one or more of the
school houses the current asset value of these
properties should be known (NB I believe the value of
any substantial asset (land/buildings) held by the
Council should be shown in the annual accounts).
Whilst the Council may previously have decided in
favour of retention the current situation and questions of
best value would suggest that the Council should in
consultation with the public conduct an urgent and
thorough review to decide whether retention remains an
appropriate policy.
The Clerk informed the meeting that the insurance value
for the houses was: No 1 £92,730.20 and for No 2 was
£102,442.68.
County Councillor Brook spoke supporting the decision
to keep the houses as an investment. The Clerk read a
letter from Mr Graham Milverton, a parishioner of 26
years who also served for many years on the Parish
Council who also feels that the houses are an
investment opportunity.
The Chairman agreed that the situation regarding the
houses could be placed on the agenda in the New Year
for review by the Parish Council.
Crossways Park
Three letters had been received and these having been
circulated to Councillors were discussed and questions
answered:Mr Quinn had asked
Who are the owners of the Play Park?
What is the age group that the Play Park is aimed at?
How many of the Whitestone residents are within this
age group?
What percentage proportion of the Play Park age group
is, in relation to the overall number of resident?
What proportion of the annual precept was used in
terms of a grant to the Play Park?
The Clerk had replied to his letter and stated that the
Parish Council own the Crossways Park and it is aimed
at all age groups but it is not known how many children
are within the families of the 630 residents within the
Parish. The Council will be responsible for an amount of
£1,885.87 towards the new piece of equipment for the
Play Park and the rest will be paid for by monies donated from fundraising events which were organised
over the past months. The annual precept for 2010/11
was £7,000.

The two letters from Mr Fisher and Mr Nierop dealt
mainly with the expenditure on the new piece of
equipment and the criticism regarding the number of
Whitestone children who will benefit from the provision
of this.
A Thank You card to Whitestone Parish Council from the
Whitestone Toddler Group was circulated to the meeting
saying “thank you for helping towards the new play
equipment. On nice days, after toddler group, we often
stay and have lunch in the park and it will be so nice to
have equipment that is more appropriate for the toddler
age range. It also gave special thanks to Councillor Mrs
Taylor for her interest in carrying this forward”.

2 School Houses
A quotation of £2,645 was provided for new fascias and
guttering but in view of the expenditure involved it was
resolved that two other estimates should be sought.
This might involve there being extra cost for the scaffolding to remain in place until the work has been done.
It was reported that the painting of the houses is
ongoing but the decorator has suggested that he leaves
the painting of the external doors until better weather
prevails as having to leave them open for paint to dry
means that a great deal of heat will be lost from the
house.
MATTERS RAISED BY THE CHAIRMAN
Councillor Belt requested that the wrongly spelt sign for
Halsfordwood Lane at Trillow Corner be again reported
to Teignbridge District Council. There had been several
complaints regarding the water coming from a drain
cover at Nadderwater as this was freezing and causing
hazardous conditions for traffic and she had personally
been in touch with BT and Teignbridge District Council
regarding this. It was noted that warning signs have
now been installed and the area is well gritted but it is
hoped that the water leak will now be further
investigated. She also reported that the bus timetable
board had been removed from Merrymeet Cottage and
the Clerk was asked to write to Dartline to request its
reinstatement.
It was reported that when attending Whitestone Church
on the occasion of the Remembrance Day Service
discussion had taken place regarding the unsafe nature
of the steps into the churchyard. Dr Jane Richards has
since written a letter requesting support for something to
be done to solve the problem of disabled access to the
churchyard and also to ask for support regarding the
removal of a condition which was imposed that no
burials may be nearer than 30 feet from the wall on the
far side of the lane in case the lane needs widening.
This applies to the burial ground on land given to the
church by the late Mr Bernard Netherway and as the
Church is now running out of grave spaces they are in
consultation with Teignbridge and DCC Highways to see
if the condition still applies and would be grateful for the
support of the Parish Council in this matter. Discussion
followed and it was agreed that Councillor Belt should
contact Dr Richards and inform her that the Council
would support any action they wished to take.

It was reported that during the recent tidying up at
Crossway Park prior to the instalment of the new play
equipment a bench which was in bad repair, which had
been donated by the Trailblazers a children’s group who
had in past years met at the Parish Hall, had been
removed. There had been a plaque stating that the seat
had been donated by them had been removed and was
in her keeping. Councillors thought that at some future
date the seat might be replaced and then the plaque
could be re-attached.

FINANCE
Expenditure
The Clerk reported receiving a BACS remittance advice
from Teignbridge District Council in the amount of £14.00
and upon querying this had been told that it was sent to
the Council in error as it was payment for the hire of the
Parish Hall for a meeting. The Clerk had agreed with
Teignbridge that she would forward this to the Hall
Management Committee and therefore the cheque for
the December payment towards the Caretaker’s wage
would be increased to £139.00 to include this amount to
save writing two cheques.
The following accounts were presented and proposed
and seconded for payment. All in favour.
Clerk’s expenses £25.25
Parish Hall Management Committee
(December payment £125 + £14) £139
Membership renewal for Society of Local Council
Clerks £44.00
Sovereign Design Play Systems £3,750
Mr D Surridge (tree pruning) £493.50

CORRESPONDENCE
Devon County Council Parish Paths – Notification of
Christmas Events and P3 Annual Finance Forms to be
completed and returned by 14th February 2011
Devon County Council Highways - response regarding
action taken with regard to complaints raised at the
November meeting regarding situations at Eastercot
Farm, Little Folley, Nadderwater and Heath Cross.
Teignbridge Association of Local Councils – notification
of meeting Thursday 27th Jan. Passed to Councillor Belt
who will attend.
Teignbridge District Council – Information re Council Tax
2011/12 and related matters and Precept request form to
be completed and return by 28th January 2011.
Devon County Council – Information regarding Gypsies
and Traveller Planning Application. Booklet copied and
distributed to Councillors.
Whitestone Parish Hall Committee of Management Minutes of meeting held on 2nd December – distributed to
Councillors.
The Clerk had written to the Aon Insurance to investigate
claiming from the Insurance Company for the oil that had
been lost from the tank owing to the fractured pipe and
although they replied asking for further information
nothing has been heard to date.

PLANNING
Councillor Hanson had forwarded a statement from Mr
David Friend regarding a planning application for
Springdale Farm which he had seen on the internet.
The Clerk telephoned Teignbridge Planning Department
as no notification has been received by the Parish
Council regarding any application. The information
given was that there had been an application but that it
was on hold because there was a query regarding the
submission. The Clerk passed on this information to Mr
Friend.
Planning Application
10/03593FUL Retention of access path and track to
stables at Woodlands, Five Mile Hill. Plans were
examined and discussed with no objections.
Granting of Conditional Planning Permission
10/03097/FUL Porch and single storey extension
including decking to replace existing porch and rear
sunroom at 22 Merrymeet
Appeal Decisions for Fingle Glen Gold Course, Tedburn
St Mary
10/2129857 12 residential units for holiday
accommodation – Refused
10/2129854 6 residential units for holiday
accommodation – Refused
10/2129859 4 residential units for holiday
accommodation – Granted
REPORTS
Councillors reported drain cover still missing in Pound
Lane and no gritting having been done on the road from
Heath Cross to Crediton.
Councillor Hanson then made a presentation on behalf
of the Hall Development Sub-Committee of the Hall
Management Committee. He gave details of the
problems with the existing building and the proposed
action to improve the usage of the Hall. It has been
estimated that it may cost between £55,000 - £60,000
and the hope is for the work to be phased and carried
out as funds permit. The pitched roof areas and the
Green Room roof have already been carried out as
Phase 1 of the improvements. The Hall Committee
intend to apply for a grant from the County Council and
the application form asks if the Parish Council is
contributing. The Hall Committee are not asking for a
contribution as such, just asking for permission to
include on the form that the Parish Council would
support.
Discussion followed and it was agreed that the Parish
Council are willing to support the project and also to
contribute according to their financial position.
Messrs Fisher, Quinn and Nierop then reiterated their
concerns regarding the expenditure on the purchase of
equipment for the children’s playground as they felt that
insufficient investigation had been given to finding out
exactly who used the playground.
The meeting closed at 10.20pm.

Master Craftsmen in Stone
Providing superb quality & value

Langmead Memorials
Memorials, additional inscriptions
c l e a n i n g & r e n o va t i o n s

Phone 01392 273259
S t . M a r k s A ve n u e , E xe t e r , E X 1 2 P X
W e b : w w w . l a n g m e a d - m em o r i a l s . c o m
Email: sales@langmead-memorials.com

SEQUENCE DANCING
at

WHITESTONE PARISH HALL
Every Tuesday at 7:30 pm
Come and meet new friends
Everyone welcome
For more details, ring Colin on 01392 206442

Tedburn’s Mobile Shop
Tel: 01647 61320

Clive: 0797 1234 827

Email: shop@allstock.co.uk

Debit and Credit Cards Welcome (Cash back available)

At Whitestone Centre on the following days:
Wednesday: 10am to 11am
Saturdays: 10am to 11am
On Saturdays specific deliveries and housecall are available. Please phone
Sylvie to arrange this and to order your magazines and papers as we can only
carry a small range on the mobile shop.
°Groceries °Meat °Frozen food °Vegetable °Fresh bread and cakes (daily delivery) °Dairy
products °Newspapers °Magazines °Cards °Stamps °Confectionery °Crisps °Tobacco °
Wines and Spirits °Light bulbs °Batteries + many other items ……

Our shop in Tedburn is open till 9pm every night 7 days a week including bank
holidays. We open at 6am Monday to Saturday and 8am on a Sunday

Weather warning!
Two feet of snow is expected.

DANCE LESSONS IN THE PARISH HALL

JUST FOR FUN

If there were classes on say a Thursday evening from 8
to 9pm and from 9pm till 10pm in Salsa and either Jive or
Street Dance (at a somewhat faster pace than the recent
taster session) or possibly even Lindy-hop or Argentine
Tango, with each class costing £3, would you be
interested? If so, please call Peter Hanson on 01392
811878.

A CANDID DATE FOR THE PULLET SURPRISE

FITNESS CLASSES IN THE PARISH HALL
If there is sufficient interest, we could run a circuit-training
fitness class in the hall. The trainer would be Neil,
husband of the Pilates teacher, who took the Pilates
classes for a while. He’s a fully qualified fitness instructor
and classes would run either on a Monday morning 10:30
to 11:30 am or a Wednesday evening 8 to 9pm, or both,
and each would cost £3. They would consist of circuits of
strength exercises, cardio-vascular and core
strengthening exercises - tailored to your needs.
If you think you’d like to attend regularly, please contact
Peter Hanson on 811878

OIL PRICE INCREASES
World demand for oil in 2010 is likely to exceed the
previous record set in 2007 to 86.7 million barrels a day
according to specialist oil consultants. In 2011, they
expect it to be 88.1m and, in 2012, 90m, powered by
demand from China and Asia.
The trouble is that oil production has probably reached its
peak so they won’t actually be able to produce enough to
match that demand.
This is going to push up prices even more.
Time to get insulating and thinking about ways to cut
down on fuel use?

WHITESTONE WEBSITE
If you have a computer with access to the internet,
please have a look at::

www.whitestone-devon.org.uk
We try to keep it up-to-date if we are kept informed of
events, functions and interesting facts about
Whitestone. We would have loved to have informed
you of about the recent road closure through
Whitestone but, without information, we were also
caught out.
Please contact:
info@whitestone-devon.org.uk
to comment on the site or to suggest or provide
additional material.

I have a spelling checker.
It came with my PC.
It plane lee marks four my revue
Miss steaks aye can knot sea.
Eye ran this poem threw it.
Your sure reel glad two no
Its vary polished in it’s weigh.
My checker tolled me sew.
Each frays come posed up on my screen
Eye trussed too bee a joule.
The checker pour o’er every word,
To cheque sum spelling rule.
Butt now bee cause my spelling
Is checked with such grate flare,
Their are know faults with in my cite.
Of non eye am a wear.
To rite with care is quite a feet
Of witch won should be proud.
And wee mussed dew the best wee can,
Sew flaws are knot aloud.
Sow ewe can sea why aye dew prays
Such soft ware four pea seas,
And why I brake in two averse
By righting watt eye pleas.

CHOICES BUDGET CONSULTATION PROGRAMME
(September – December 2010)
Over the 12 week period, 34,000 people participated in
the programme in some way. Over 3,200 people
completed the online survey. A total of 15 local public
meetings were held in market towns across the county.
These evening meetings were well attended with nearly
1000 people in total participating. The level of
attendance was far beyond participation in previous
years which reflects the current climate and level of
public concern. Generally, there was surprise at how
much the council did and how much it affected people’s
lives. There was also a lack of understanding about the
range of statutory duties imposed on the Council by
central government.

Place to be, Therapy Centre
Set in the relaxation of the countryside of Whitestone.
Therapeutic treatments are also available in Crediton, Exeter,
Shaldon and in the comfort of your own home
• Various Massages and Facials
• Crystal therapies
• Therapeutic Counselling & Psychotherapy
• Reiki Training and Healing Treatments
• Pamper Days and Short Courses
Rooms available to Therapists, Artists & Musicians to hire

For further details call Mandy on 01363 772298
www.placetobetherapycentre.co.uk

The services most positively identified for continued or
additional funding were:
•Protecting children from abuse (94%)
•Support for children with special needs (91%)
•Support for people who care for others (90%) and
home care for the elderly (90%)
Those services most identified for cuts in funding were:
•Street lighting (72%)
•Tourism Promotion (63%)
•Public transport subsidies (60%)
There was no strong response to the question of which
services the county council should stop providing
altogether. Of those people who expressed a preference
the top services identified were:
•Tourism (23%)
•Libraries (12%)
•Public transport subsidies (8%)
There was also no strong response to the question of
which services that people would consider paying higher
fees and charges. Of those people that expressed a
preference the top services identified were:
•Libraries (12%)
•Young people’s services (10%)
•Elderly care (9%)
Over 500 suggestions for ways to improve services or
cut costs were received.
The top rated suggestions (rated out of 5) were:
•Review overtime costs for staff (4.9)
•Cut County Councillor expenses (4.8)
•Review spending on leaflets and promotions (4.8)
•Reduce heating bills by turning off when not needed
(4.8)
•Cut duplication between Town, District and County
(4.6)
•Review contracts for buildings and building works to
ensure best value for money (4.5)
•Negotiate discounts with all suppliers and services to
the council (4.5)
•Streamline back office systems such as travel
expenses, have one single flat rate (4.5)
•Turn more streetlights off at midnight (4.5)
•Charge more for social care transport (4.5)
For more information, visit www.toughchoices.co.uk

WHAT TO DO IF YOU AND YOUR CAR
IS TRAPPED BY THE SNOW

FREE ONLINE FAMILY HISTORY RESOURCE AT
THE DEVON RECORD OFFICE UNTIL MARCH 2011
The Devon Record Office is offering free access to
online resources to help members of the public find out
about their family history.
The website containing the 1911 census,
www.findmypast.com, usually charges a fee, but is
available free to visitors to the Devon Record Office in
Exeter until the end of March 2011.
Searchable documents on the website include the
Devon Family History Society marriage index 1754 1837, and the baptism and burial indexes 1813 - 1839.

Stay in the car.
•

Display a trouble sign.
•

"It is excellent news that we are once again able to offer
free access to this valuable resource.
"The website is an easily searchable online index to help
us find baptisms, marriages and burials in Devon.
"The Devon Record Office exists to collect and preserve
the historical records of Devon and to make them
available to anyone who wish to study them so I would
encourage anyone who is interested in finding more
about their family history to go along and see what they
can find out."
Devon Record Office is at Great Moor House, Bittern
Road, Sowton in Exeter. For more information call
01392 384253, email devrec@devon.gov.uk or visit
www.devon.gov.uk/dro

The last date for contributions to the
February 2011 Parish Magazine is

Monday 17th January
Please send articles to Jock Kirkpatrick
2 Merrymeet, Whitestone
kirkpatrick@eclipse.co.uk

Hang a brightly coloured cloth on the radio
antenna and raise the bonnet.

Occasionally run engine to keep warm.
•

•

Councillor Roger Croad, Devon County Council Cabinet
Member responsible for the Devon Record Office said:

Do not leave the car to search for assistance
unless help is visible within 100 yards. You may
become disoriented and lost in blowing and
drifting snow.

•

Turn on the car's engine for about 10 minutes
each hour. Run the heater when the car is
running. Also, turn on the car's light when the car
is running.
Beware of carbon monoxide poisoning. Keep the
exhaust pipe clear of snow, and open a downwind
window slightly for ventilation.

Watch for signs of frostbite and hypothermia.
•
•

•
•

Do minor exercises to keep up circulation.
Clap hands and move arms and legs
occasionally. Try not to stay in one position for too
long. If more than one person is in the car, take
turns sleeping.
For warmth, huddle together.
Use newspapers, maps, and even the removable
car mats for added insulation.

For more information, visit www.devon.gov.uk/winter

WHITESTONE WOMEN’S INSTITUTE
(Sec. Margaret Nierop ( 01647 61419)
Our annual ‘Christmas’ meal and meeting, held at the
Walled Garden, Dunsford, was a convivial and enjoyable
occasion with lovely food and good company but tinged
with sadness as this was our last meeting for Lorna
Gunter who will be sadly missed. We wish Lorna every
happiness in her new home.
There is no meeting in January, our next being on
Tuesday, 14th February 2011

TABLE TENNIS
Unfortunately, the Parish Hall is unavailable during
January as it is being used for pantomime rehearsals,
We will be back in February with dates to be announced
on the website and in the next magazine.
Up to four tables available. Everybody welcome. Just
remember that children under 16 must be accompanied
by a parent.

TEA AND A CHAT
Please make a note in your diary for 3.30pm on January
27th for the next Tea and a Chat in the Parish Hall

GARDENING CLUB
Sec. Mary Stanbury, Tel: 811532)
The club dinner will be on Thursday, 13th January 2011.
New members are always welcome. Join us for £12.00
for the year or come for the evening meeting for only
£2.00.

WHITESTONE WALKERS JANUARY WALK
Next Walk – Sunday 2nd January 2011, 09:30a.m.
We will meet at the Parish Hall car park as usual. Because
the weather is so unpredictable at present, there will be a
choice of two walks.
Number 1 A walk in the Taw Valley area either from
Sticklepath through Skaigh Valley, or Belstone out onto the
open moor.
Number 2 A walk along the Exe Estuary from Lympstone
to Exmouth.
A decision will be made by Thursday 30th of December
2010 when the weather forecast for the Sunday will be
known. The website will be undated at that time.
Would anyone wishing to be notified directly by email, of the
final walk location, please email me with your details to:
herb.piper@hotmail.com
WHITESTONE HANDBELL RINGERS
(for information, contact Mrs Chris Piper 01392 811365)
Whitestone Handbell Ringers gave a short concert of festive
music to the residents of Treelands on the afternoon of
Wednesday, 15th December.
The audience seemed to enjoy it as much as the ringers
and joined in some of the carols and we all enjoyed tea and
mince pies afterwards.
CHURCH BELL RINGING
We practise most Thursday evenings at St Catherine’s
Church from 7:30 to 9:00pm. We urgently need more
ringers - please help to keep up this English tradition in
Whitestone.
If you would like to learn, find out more, or
are a visiting ringer, we would be very pleased to see
you. To confirm that we are practising on a particular
Thursday, please telephone Nigel Bateman on 01392
811677

WHITESTONE SOCIAL CLUB
Secretary Peter Hanson, (Tel. 01392 811878)
Forthcoming Events:
January 22nd
Burns Night supper.
Everyone welcome but need to book.
February 28th
Visit to Sidmouth Observatory
March 19th
Anniversary meal,- free for members
April 25th
Visit to Exeter Bowls Club
The ‘Bring & Share’ food & drink evenings are a great
way to meet other people in the village. In particular newcomers to the village can get to know people, make new
friends and find out what is going on. There’s also a book
swap club. Meetings start 7 30 pm in the parish hall.
Why not join, it’s only £12 per year, or try one of our
‘Bring & Share’ food & drink evenings to see if you like it;
it’s free for a first visit and then only £2.00 a head if you
prefer to just come occasionally.

BENEFICE CHOIR
Anyone who would like to join the choir and sing please
contact Jackie Lightband (811527). New recruits always
welcome.

SUSTAINABLE WHITESTONE
(Coordinator Liz Watkins, tel. 811285)
On the 18 November 2010, three of us shared a car to
visit Pete Addie just outside of Axminster to see his “low
environmental impact” techniques.
The first feature we were shown was a voltaic solar panel
that was capable of generating a maximum of 900 Watts.
This energy could be stored in batteries for future use.
A home made solar collector measuring about 2 sq.m.,
placed vertically against a south-facing wall at ground
level, provided the energy for one third of his hot water
requirements. His home-built conservatory was used for
heat collection. He said long and narrow was best and,
surprisingly, single glazing was better than double as
double could reduce heat collections due to reflections.
A novel feature was his solar air heater, 3x4 m of
aluminium matt black painted sheeting mounted on an
insulated backing and placed 2inches behind 4mm
polycarbonate sheeting. This generated 2kW; the hot air
being circulated through part of his house by means of a
fan powered from a small voltaic panel. This
arrangement avoided warm air being circulated out of the
house when the air heater was cool, as the fan would not
run when there was no sunshine!
Next in line were his vegetable garden and various
composting methods including a wormery and a fourstage compost heap. A quarter acre coppice provided all
his wood fuel, the wood being split immediately after
felling then stacked horizontally with the occasional pallet
sandwiched between to facilitate drying in an openended shed. Another large voltaic panel, produced up to
4kW . An inverter, which changed DC to AC, allowed
surplus power to be exported to the grid.
Finally his transport, two tricycles with recombinant
peddling position, canopy and visor each with different
luggage capacity. Tricycles allowed a much lower
gearing as one could go much slower that on a bicycle.
He used higher capacity one to do his weekly shopping
in Honiton!
The time flew by; we were there for 2 hours or so, a very
interesting visit.
Deric Munro
WHITESTONE PLAYERS
Rehearsals for the February production of 'Cinderella'
are well under way. Parts have now been cast but
volunteers to help backstage are always welcome.
Help with costumes is always desperately required. If
you like sewing, please contact Kate on 811539.
If you’re already involved with the panto, don’t forget
rehearsals on January 3rd, 5th, 10th, 12th, 17th, 19th, 24th,
25th, 26th, 27th, 28th and 29th at 7:30 pm prompt. Please
have a look at the ‘Pantomime’ page on the Whitestone
website www.whitestone-devon.org.uk for all details.
Tickets are already on sale. Please don’t leave it until the
last minute to buy your tickets as, last year, several
people were disappointed that they couldn’t get the night
of their choice.

REGULAR PARISH HALL BOOKINGS
There are regular activities in the Parish Hall apart from
the monthly society events. In response to suggestions
we publish a list. Please note contact numbers for future
reference.
WEEKLY
Tue evening
Sequence Dancing
Wed 10.00 - 12.00 noon
Mothers & Toddlers
Thurs 6:30-7:30pm
Pilates
Fri evening
Bingo
Sat 9.00am - 1.00pm
Topaz Dancing
MONTHLY
Parish Council Meeting

Colin Thorne

01392 206442

Rachel Wilson

01647 61744

Peter Hanson

01392 811878

Ray Kielty

07949 865204

Sally Gray

01392 424073

Normally 2nd Thursday in the
month starting at 7.30pm.
Open to the Public.

BOOKING THE PARISH HALL
Please contact the Hall Caretaker, Paula Cook, to
arrange bookings for the Parish Hall.
Address: 8 Crossways, Whitestone
Tel:
01392 811038
Mobile :
07786596445
email:
Paula.cook@friendsprovident.co.uk

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
02 January 2011
06 January 2011
13 January 2011
15 January 2011
17 January 2011
22 January 2011
27 January 2011
29 January 2011
07 February 2011
14 February 2011
21 February 2011
28 February 2011
02 March 2011
03 March 2011
19 March 2011
25 April 2011

Whitestone Walkers - Hall - 9:30 am
Pilates - Hall - 6:30 pm
Gardening Club dinner
Saturday Surprise - Hall - 6:30 pm
LAST DATE for submission of articles for the February magazine
Social Club - 'Burns Night' - 7:30 pm - Hall
Tea and a Chat - Hall - 3:30 pm
Aspiring Councillor’s event - Newton Abbot - 10:30 am
Table Tennis - Hall - 7:30 pm
WI meeting
Table Tennis - Hall - 7:30 pm
Social Club - Visit to Sidmouth Observatory
Last date for return of Church Electoral Roll forms
Concert - Exeter Police and Community Choir - Hall
Social Club - Anniversary meal - free for members
Social Club - Visit to Exeter Bowls Club

