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NORTH KENN MISSION COMMUNITY 

 
 

 SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 
 
 
Sunday September 6th 
 
9.00 am  Whitestone        Holy Communion         Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30 am  Holcombe Burnell Holy Communion     Revd Martin Wood 
11.00 am  Tedburn St Mary      Family Service      Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm  Pathfinder       Holy Communion         Canon Geoffrey Moore 
6.00 pm  Cheriton Bishop      Evening Prayer      Revd Martin Wood 
 
 
Sunday September 13th 
 
9.30 am Holcombe Burnell Holy Communion            Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30 am Whitestone      Parish Communion      Canon John Tutton 
11.00 am Cheriton Bishop    Family Service    Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm Pathfinder     Prayer and Fellowship 
6.00 pm Tedburn St Mary    Tent Service     Revd Martin Wood   
 
   
Sunday September 20th 
 
9.00 am Tedburn St Mary    Holy Communion   Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30 am Cheriton Bishop    Parish Communion           Revd Martin Wood 
11.00 am Whitestone     Family Service         Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm Pathfinder      Evensong      Revd Martin Wood 
6.00 pm Holcombe Burnell Evensong              Lay led 
 
 
Sunday September 27th 
 
8.00 am Cheriton Bishop  Holy Communion   Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30 am Tedburn St Mary  Parish Communion   Revd Martin Wood 
11.00 am Holcombe Burnell Family Service    Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm Pathfinder   United Service 
6.00 pm Whitestone   Harvest Praise           Revd Martin Wood   
 
 
Every Thursday  10.30.am  Pathfinder   Holy Communion (BCP) 
     September 3rd   Revd Martin Wood 
     September 10th   Revd Martin Wood 
     September 17th   Revd Martin Wood 
     September 24th    Canon Geoffrey Moore 
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DAILY OFFICE (MATTINS AND EVENSONG) 
Martin will be saying the Daily Office (Mattins and Evensong) in each of the churches once a week at 
9.00 am and 3.00 pm as follows:   
 Tuesday:  Holcombe Burnell    Wednesday: Tedburn St. Mary 
 Thursday:  Cheriton Bishop    Friday:   Whitestone 
He will be very pleased to see anyone who wishes to join him or speak to him at these times as well. 

FROM THE RECTOR 

 

Harvest a beginning or an ending? 
 
September is the time when we celebrate Harvest. The Harvest festival is a time 
of saying thank you to those who produce it, the farming community.  It also  
reminds us of our dependence on Godôs provision. The history of the Harvest 
festival in church can be traced back to the tradition of a large celebration at the 
end of the gathering in of the crops.  It celebrates both the food harvested and 
the end of the long back breaking work that went into bringing in the harvest.  
This celebration predates the Christian faith.  There are people who think that it 
was incorporated into a Christian celebration to try to curb the worst of the  
excesses of celebration! 
 
It reminds us of the connection we have to the farming community who supply 
the majority of our food.  Sadly, our dependence on other people to produce 
food for us can allow us to become complacent and forget to be thankful.  I have 
heard people say it does not really matter because we can always buy it from 
somewhere else.  We have lost sight of our interdependence and have fallen 
into the trap of taking these people for granted.  Harvest should always remind 
us of our plenty and Godôs provision for us through the farming community.  
  
In our readings on Sunday, I was struck by a reading from Mark 4 vs. 26-29 
where Jesus compared the Kingdom of God to seed growing, bearing grain and 
being harvested. Two things struck me about the parable. The first thought was 
while the farmer helps the whole sowing and growing stage by his efforts,  he is 
still none the wiser as to how and why it happens. The second thought was that 
harvesting with a sickle, cutting the stalks, is both brutal and deadly. Jesus was 
talking about heaven and there is a sense that we might know something about 
heaven. It is place where people go when they die and is a place where we can 
meet God. Yet we know nothing about how it works or why it is there. There are 
many things we know about but have absolutely no understanding of how they 
come about.  It also strikes me in the very act of celebration of abundant harvest 
we forget or ignore that the plant has died in the harvesting process. It is quite 
relevant that a parable about heaven also has death at the heart of it. There is 
always a connection between beginnings and endings and often we focus on 
only one of the two. So at harvest time we focus on the harvested crop and lose 
sight of the death of the plant that provided it. When someone dies we are 
shocked by their death and we tend not to focus on their new beginning in  
heaven. The parable reminds us that we have to work with God with things that 
we do not fully understand. We should look for a harvest from our lives in terms 
of generosity, concerns for our others and being guided by God. Then our new 
beginning in God will be made complete even if we do not know how or why.  
 

Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY 01647 24119 (Tuesday to Sunday) 
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    Folk songs and instrumental music 
    Come and join in - Free entry 
    Every 3

rd
 Tuesday 8pm 

  
 
Royal Oak       Nadderwater 

 
Also, donôt forget the QUIZ every Monday night 
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Sally White 
 
 

Visiting Foot Health Practitioner 
 

Professional help for all your foot 
care needs 

 
S.A.C. Dip, FHPP, FHPT 

 
Tel: 07503199473 

     
          Stephen Heathcote 
         Property Surveying 
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