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NORTH KENN MISSION COMMUNITY
SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2020
Sunday February 2nd
10.30.am Holcombe Burnell

Team Communion

Revd Tim Gorringe

Parish Communion
BCP Communion
Family service
Prayer and Fellowship
Tea and Fellowship

Revd Tim Gorringe
Revd Martin Wood
Revd Martin Wood

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Family Service
Evening Prayer
Evening Prayer

Revd Martin Wood
Revd Tim Gorringe
Revd Martin Wood
Lay led
Revd Martin Wood

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Family Service
United Service
Evening Prayer

Revd Martin Wood
Revd Martin Wood
Revd Martin Wood

Sunday February 9th
9.30 am
9.30 am
11.00 am
3.00 pm
3.00 pm

Whitestone
Holcombe Burnell
Cheriton Bishop
Pathfinder
Tedburn St Mary

Revd Martin Wood

Sunday February 16th
9.00 am
9.30 am
11.00 am
3.00 pm
6.00 pm

Tedburn St Mary
Cheriton Bishop
Whitestone
Pathfinder
Holcombe Burnell

Sunday February 23rd
8.00 am
9.30 am
11.00 am
3.00 pm
3.00 pm

Cheriton Bishop
Tedburn St Mary
Holcombe Burnell
Pathfinder
Whitestone

Wednesday February 26th Ash Wednesday
10.30 am Pathfinder
Holy Communion

Thursdays Pathfinder
6th February
13th February
20th February

10.30 am
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion BCP
Holy Communion BCP
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Revd Martin Wood
Revd Martin Wood
Lay led
Revd Martin Wood
Revd Martin Wood

FROM THE RECTOR

A busy month in February
This year February has quite a few memorable events. The most obvious being that it is a
leap year making it a twenty-nine-day month. This will be especially helpful to all those
people who have a birthday on that day. I particularly like leap years as you avoid the
mistake of putting February dates in your diary in March. Normally, if you get the wrong
month, the date and day do not match up and you see your mistake immediately. It is not
much fun being a month early or a month late for an appointment!
The second of February sees the end of the Christmas season, it is celebrated for forty
days. This year helpfully it lands on a Sunday. The end of Christmas is marked by
Candlemas, it remembers when Jesus was presented at the temple when he was forty
days old. Simeon sees great promise in Jesus and warns Mary that it will be painful, ‘a
sword will pierce your own soul too’. At Candlemas, candles were blessed for the year.
There is already a sense of the darkness of the cross being foreboding and the importance
of the Christ light standing against it. I came across a weather prediction on the basis of
Candlemas.
If Candlemas Day be fair and bright, Winter will have another flight.
If Candlemas Day brings cloud and rain, Winter is gone and won’t come again.
The end of February sees the beginning of Lent on Ash Wednesday 26th February. We see
that foreshadowing of the cross that Simeon saw in the baby Jesus being played out some
thirty or thirty-one years later in Jesus’ life. Lent takes us through the forty days to Easter.
We need to get ready and be prepared. Simeon told Mary that it would be painful and
involve the worst day of her life. Yet, she had to walk forward in faith and trust that God
would carry her through her darkest day. We often have to keep going and pray for God’s
help. In Lent, we are told to prepare in many different ways. We are encouraged to prepare
by self-examination and repentance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and
meditating on God's holy word. I would encourage us all to try and get realigned with God
and use this time of getting ready to adjust our lives into God’s way. Focusing on reading
and meditating on God’s word, the Lent course might help you do this. It is on a
Wednesday night starting on 28th February and runs for six weeks. It focuses on the prayer
Jesus taught his disciples. Whatever you do for Lent try and make it help our world and the
people around, then it should have a positive outcome!
Lastly, do not forget Shrove Tuesday on the 25th February. Better known as pancake day
to many people. It has its origins in using up the rich food before the start of Lent. A
reminder from the past, over four hundred years ago, not to waste food but use it carefully.

Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY 01647 24119 (Tuesday to Sunday)
email : revwood163@gmail.com

DAILY OFFICE (MATTINS AND EVENSONG)
Martin will be saying the Daily Office (Mattins and Evensong) in each of the churches once a week at
9.00 am and 3.00 pm as follows:
Tuesday:
Holcombe Burnell
Wednesday:
Tedburn St. Mary
Thursday:
Cheriton Bishop
Friday:
Whitestone
He will be very pleased to see anyone who wishes to join him or speak to him at these times as well.
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Sally White
•

Visiting Foot Health Practitioner

•

Professional help for all your foot
care needs

•
•

S.A.C. Dip, FHPP, FHPT

Painting & Decorating
Exterior & Interior
Cleaning of Guttering,
Fascias, etc.
Window Cleaning
Weeding & Clearance of
Gardens
NO JOB TOO SMALL
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Bob on
01392 811980 or
07907899097

Tel: 07503199473
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SAMARITAN’S PURSE (Dec 2019)

VILLAGE VOICES

Exeter is no longer a box sorting depot and, this year, all
the Exeter District boxes had to be dropped off at a secure
distribution location outside Exeter by Tom Oliver and
myself. Many thanks to Tom for helping and knowing how
to negotiate entry to the location. (I learnt a lot that
morning). Thankfully, I had a phone number contact for
the person receiving the boxes. The system of distribution
proved to be efficient and, the following weekend, all the
boxes were transported by Gregory’s of North Tawton to
the area Sorting Depot in Wiltshire. Great teamwork by
the team in Exeter!

Village Voices Christmas concert, a Jazz Sequence
“Gabriel and Mary” was dedicated to Anna Kellagher, a
founder member of the choir. The hall was full and the
audience enjoyed the mulled wine, mince pies and
carols. This was followed by a short, lively rendition of
“The Twelve days of Christmas” featuring Edith Nield as
Emily, writing to restrain her ardent fiancé.
The retiring collection for Cancer Research U.K. raised
£140, which reflects Whitestone’s generosity. Thank you
to the choir, committee, accompanists, soloists, Edith
and everyone who attended.
Liz Watkins

Just two points to add.
Please ensure that boxes reach the Whitestone receiving
locations given in the Parish Magazine no later than the
closing date.

THE LIBRARY IN THE PARISH HALL

Also, the person receiving our boxes said that the ones
coming in from Whitestone were so well done. (She had
been involved when Exeter was a sorting depot and would
have known about this.) I just wonder whether that lady
travelled to Wiltshire with the Gregory’s load.

The Parish Hall library has started 2020 with a bumper
crop of donations; all now filed. All books that are new
from this month, have a RED sticker on the binder,
should you wish to identify new books. The thrillers
have all been donated in the last 6 months. We passed
on the older books to the Castle Drogo bookshop and
Book-cycle.

In all, I think that there were two lorry loads from Exeter.
Thank you to all who contributed a box or, indeed, boxes
this time. There were not as many boxes a usual but each
one was a wonderful gift to a child who, otherwise, would
not have received a Christmas present.
Mary Stanbury

Magazines - thank you to everyone who contributed
magazines to find out if people were interested in
borrowing these. It appears very few magazines were
borrowed so I have ended the trial! So no more
magazines please.
Non fiction - You might want to checkout our non fiction.
There are some interesting biographies and non fiction
works by well known authors. Can people consider their
non fiction contributions as we are after up to date
books that have a broad appeal. Please no cook books
or "how to" books that are a bit out of date.

In the mean time, thanks to everyone who continues to
support our little library and do stop by to check out
what is new. Happy Reading
Any suggestions - please let me know.

Judy Sanford
01392 811584

LONGDOWN VILLAGE HALL
GRAND JUMBLE SALE
FEBRUARY 29th at 2.30pm
Entrance 50p.
Refreshments available
Jumble donations at the Hall
on the morning or ring
Jane on 01392 811334
Future Date : “Curry and Quiz Night”
March 28th Tickets £7.50

NO LENT LUNCHES
There will be no Lent lunches this year in the Parish
Hall but watch this space in the March magazine for
a new venture.
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ALUMINIUM - DOMESTIC - PVC WINDOWS
DOORS - CONSERVATORIES - SHOP FRONTS
CURTAIN WALLING

Unit 7
GD Units
Cofton Road
Marsh Barton
Exeter
EX2 8QW

Tel: 01392 829800
Fax: 01392 829808

Email: info@westcoastwindows.co.uk
Web: www.westcoastwindows.co.uk
Contact: Nigel Gribble or Mike Melluish

Raising Standards, Installing Trust

If you would like a last resting place in
beautiful countryside overlooking
Dartmoor.
Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie
or Martin Chatfield
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk
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THE GREEN CORNER

JUST FOR FUN

• Greta Thunberg will surely be happy. Black Rock is

A topical story with ‘The Pied Piper’ being the
Pantomime of choice for the Whitestone Players this
year.

the world's biggest investor and has signed up to
"Climate Action 100+" which is a group of investors
managing investments of £27,000bn that presses
fossil fuel producers and other companies
responsible for two thirds of annual emissions to
show how they will reduce carbon dioxide pollution.

A man walks into an antique shop in Hamelin and has a
good look round. He finds an exquisitely moulded
model of a brass rat and asks the owner for the price.
“£10”, is the answer, which he accepts and he buys the
brass rat.

• One of the world's first zero carbon neighbourhoods

is to be built in Wales after Neath Port Talbot Council
approved a scheme for 35 houses that are able to
generate more renewable energy than they use. As
well as solar panels and storage batteries, they use
ground source heat pumps and innovative ventilation
systems that keep them warm without the use of
fossil fuels.

On walking away from the shop, he notices that he is
being followed by a real rat. He quickens his step, looks
over his shoulder, and sees that he is being followed by
five rats. Walking quicker still, a further glance back
reveals that the number of rats has increased to about a
hundred.
Feeling rather uncomfortable about this, he starts
running but now finds that he is being pursued by
thousands of rats. He heads towards the river and takes
the opportunity of throwing his brass rat into the river. All
the rats follow the model into the water and are swept
away in the fast flowing water.

• Correction from last month from my Met Office friend:

"Drax can never be carbon neutral even if it uses all
wood. It still takes carbon to chop down the trees,
transport them and make the wood pellets. Not to
mention the embedded carbon in the infrastructure
and plant. It also needs cooling towers so heat is
being wasted. It only has one wood pellet boiler and it
is only marginally better carbon-wise, over its lifetime,
than gas. It is better though, and Drax as wood
burning is better than coal"

Taking a moment to catch his breath and regain his
composure, he decides to return to the antique shop.
At the shop, when the owner approaches, the man says,
“I hope you can remember me, but I bought a model of a
brass rat here about 40 minutes ago”.
“Yes, certainly sir”, said the owner.
“Well” asked the man, “Have you any brass models of a
solicitor?”

THE HEALTH CORNER
•

According to a recent edition of New Scientist, one of
the key bacteria that cause gum disease may also
be a root cause of Alzheimer's disease, a type of
dementia. The main bacterium involved is called P.
gingivalis and the enzyme it uses to feed on human
tissue was found in nearly all cases of Alzheimer’s in
samples taken from the brains of 54 sufferers. The
conclusion of research teams involved was that
Alzheimer's could be the result of the bacterium
getting into the brain rather than the cause.

•

Green tea is good for you, according to Edzard Ernst,
Emeritus Professor of Complementary Medicine at
the Peninsula School of Medicine, at the universities
of Exeter and Plymouth. Studies in test tubes show
that the ingredients of green tea inhibit tumour growth
and cause the death of cancer cells. In animal
experiments, green tea impedes the development of
chemically induced cancers. An investigation in China
of 254 women with ovarian cancer showed that, while
78% of green tea drinkers survived for longer than
three years, the figure was only 48% for the
abstainers. Another analysis found similar effects for
sufferers of prostate cancer.
Peter Hanson

TUESDAYS
10 to 12
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HOMEWORKS
Carpentry
General maintenance and
Refurbishment
Dealing with all types of maintenance
Painting and Decorating

H E N R Y J. N E T H E R W A Y

BOOKING THE PARISH HALL

Carpenter & Joinery Manufacturer

Please contact the Booking Clerk, Caroline
Honeywill, to arrange bookings for the Parish Hall.

Pitt Farm, Churchtown, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2LG

Tel: 01392 811245 email: merrygirl1@hotmail.co.uk

07710 434760 (mobile)

01392 811829 (tel/ans)

Mitchell Funeral Services

ROYAL OAK, NADDERWATER

Your local Funeral Directors

*** New ***
Weekly PRIZE BINGO Every Tuesday
Next meeting 3rd December
EYES DOWN LOOKING 7.30 pm ‘til 9 pm
Books £6
Pop along a join the fun !!!
For more info call 01392 272352

In your time of need we'll take care of all the funeral
arrangements. Call us 24 hours a day.

We also supply Funeral Pre-Payment Plans

King William Street, Exeter EX4 6PD
Tel: 01392 272682
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BE OUR GUEST - 1 YEAR ON!
Just a note to say we have enjoyed some
lovely afternoons over the past 12 months so
here are future dates for your diary.
If you are on your own and would like some
company for the afternoon then, on the first
Friday of every month,
Please come and join us for a get together.
The next meeting is on 7th February
Tea, cake and a friendly chat
from 2.30 pm onwards.
Come and enjoy our company and
we will enjoy yours.
Transport available if needed.
Please give me a call on 811501.
Really looking forward to seeing you,
Maria Joll, Merrymeet, Whitestone
Future Dates: 6th March
3rd April
1st May

JUST FOR FUN
A new 50p coin has been issued by the Royal Mint to
commemorate the latest announcements by the Royal
Family.

W H I T E S TO N E

Parish Pals Lunch Club
bringing the community together

An opportunity for Parishioners to
CONNECT together
CHAT in a supportive setting, and
STRENGTHEN our community network
We meet on the first Tuesday of each month (time dependant
on our destination) at The Royal Oak, Nadderwater.

February 4th Bernaville Nurseries followed by lunch at
The Stables.
March 3rd Bow Garden & Aquatic Centre - lunch there.
April 7th Bickleigh Mill – lunch there.

The last date for contributions to the
next Parish Magazine (MARCH) is

May 5th Fingle Bridge Inn– lunch there.
June 2nd Dartmoor Prison Museum followed by lunch at
The Plume of Feathers.

Sunday 16th February

July 7th Powderham Farm Shop– lunch in The Orangery

EMAIL ADDRESS
magazine@superjock.co.uk

August 4th Jacks Patch Garden Centre – lunch there.
If you have any other suggestions please contact us.
Merry Christmas & A Happy New Year
from all at Parish Pals.

PARISH MAGAZINE SUBSCRIPTION
Thank you to all those who have renewed their annual
subscription to the Parish Magazine for 2020.

If you need transport to be able to join us or for more info. Please
contact Martin Fairley on 811977 or Tracey on 272352.

If you have not yet paid your £5 subscription, please
note that it is now overdue.
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ACE
Family business,
established 25 years
House clearance service
Removal service
Free scrap metal collection including
washing machines,
cookers, etc.

Established since 1981
Fully Insured
Any amount large or small Domestic & Commercial
Prompt Reliable Service Available 7 days a week
Free Quotations - Competitive Prices

Free quotations
Fully insured

Tel: 01392 430988

**NEW ** Steam cleaning service for
gardens, patios, car engines as well as
industrial items including lorries

Highfield, Rowhorne Road
Nadderwater, Exeter, EX4 2JEEmail: acescaffolding@yahoo.co. uk

Phone Tim on 01392 427415 or 07887694873

Aerials & Satellite
City & Guilds



01363 777190 07841 644395
kev@kevinosborneaerials.co.uk
Aerial Upgrades ** All aspects of Installation and Repair
** Existing Aerial & Satellite Problems Resolved **
Discrete Installation ** DAB Radio Aerial ** Extra TV Points
Free Advice ** Free Quotation Service ** Free Signal Check
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GARDENING CLUB FOR FEBRUARY

Meeting in Pathfinder Village Hall – 2.30pm
Usually, 1st and 3rd Wednesday of the Month

Your Pruning Month

Before spring growth starts, get those woody plants
back into shape.

5th February…..Ronald Bramhall…..Life on a Nuclear
Submarine
19th February..... Paul Rendall…..Ghosts of Dartmoor

ALWAYS use sharp secateurs, cut at an angle and
take care not to cut too close to the dormant buds.
• Buddleia - Remove all old shoots to 20cm from the
ground.
• Bush Roses - Cut out all old wood & crossing
stems and prune back to 3 nodes.
• Wisteria - Reduce all last seasons long side
shoots, leave short stubby shoots (these will carry
the flowers) and cut back to 3 buds.
• Dogwood (Cornus) - Prune to ground level. This
stimulates strong colour for this year.
• Clematis Group 1 - Early flowering - remove old
growth after flowering.
• Clematis Group 2 - Summer/June flowering - best
pruned straight after flowering .
• Clematis Group 3 - Prune now to 2nd or 3rd node
above ground level.

Hello everyone,
I hope you all had a good Christmas and New Year.
Well, Good Companions ended the year in fine style. We
had a very good Christmas Lunch at the Kings Arms on
the 4th December and, on the 18th December, we had
our Christmas Social. What a social it was. We were
entertained right royally by a contingent of the Tedburn
Choir. We all had a fabulous time with their singing carols
and songs interspersed with stories and poems. They
took part in our raffle and partook of our refreshments. A
truly wonderful afternoon. I have a feeling they may find
themselves invited back again.
On 22nd January, we had our AGM and I will be
reporting on the outcome in the next issue. So watch this
space.
On the 5th February, we have Ronald Bramhall telling us
about Life on a Nuclear Submarine. This is something
different and should prove interesting. The 19th February
sees an old friend, Paul Rendall, come to tell us of the
ghosts of Dartmoor. So come prepared to be slightly
scared.

It may not look like it, but plants are beginning to stir.
Although many plants are leafless, it’s essential to
carry out this work before growth starts.
Happy Pruning !
Whitestone Gardening Club

In March, on the 4th, we have a Social Afternoon with a
quiz made up by one of our members and, if there is
time, we may have a puzzle for you as well.

WHITESTONE BOOK CLUB

On behalf of the committee I wish you all a Happy and
Peaceful New Year, see you all soon.
Angela and the Committee.

Open an appropriate history book (or type it into Google)
and it’s easy to find horrifying accounts of the slave
trade. Over a period of almost two hundred years, it is
estimated that approximately 3.1 million people were
exported from Africa and about 2.7 million arrived at their
destinations in America or the West Indies. The
conditions of their forced labour, driving the trade in
sugar, cotton and tobacco that fuelled Britain’s economy
for so long, are well known.

JUST FOR FUN
If the person who named Walkie Talkies named
everything, we might have:

However, in “The Long Song”, Andrea Levy deals with
the facts differently. She sets out to explore her own
ancestry and culture by giving an authentic voice to
those who endured such cruelty and that voice belongs
to "Miss July". Born into slavery in Jamaica, Miss July
tells her story, her own truth, so vividly that we are led
through a variety of emotions (shock, horror, pity,
amusement, admiration) in turns. The slaves are
exploited in every imaginable way. Some are lazy, most
are exhausted but they are also resilient, cunning and
resourceful... as they have to be in order to survive. The
plantation owners sometimes mean well but the system
is what it is. This prize-winning novel, much appreciated
by our group, is highly recommended.

Stamps - Lickie Stickies

Defibrillators - Hearty Starty
Bumble bees - Fuzzy Buzzy
Pregnancy test - Maybe Baby
Bra - Breastie Nestie
Fork - Stabby Grabby
Socks - Feetie Heaties
Hippo - Floatie Bloatie
Nightmare - Screamy Dreamy

Our next book is “The Narrow Road to the Deep North”
by Richard Flanagan which won the Booker Prize in
2014. It looks like being another harrowing and deeply
affecting story.
Carole Jones
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PARISH COUNCIL DRAFT MINUTES

9 January 2020

DRAFT Minutes of Whitestone Parish Council held at
Whitestone Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday
9th January 2020 to be ratified on 13th February 2020

removal of the Rural Aid Grant; a reduction in the
councillors locality grant. The new budget will fulfil the
manifesto pledge to find a Climate Change Officer and will
be adopted in February.. Full details are on the
Teignbridge website.

Attendance:
Chairman – Councillor N Thom
Councillors M Belt, R Bramhall, V Bryant, L Fairley,
R Hunt, D Jones, P Lee, T Miles.
County Councillor A Connett (left at 8.30pm)
District Councillor A Swain (left at 8.30pm)
Mrs P Vaughan, Clerk to the Council
Mr M Fairley, Mrs T Taylor, Mrs S Greenfield,
Mrs B Netherway, Mrs T Baird
Mrs M Neirop, Mrs L Hickman (both left at 7.55pm)
Mr F Hawkins, Mr T Oliver, Mr J Bryant, Mr P Neirop,
Mr A Rose (all left at 8pm)
Mrs B Bramhall joined the meeting at 9.30pm.
Apologies:
Councillor S Llewelyn, District Councillor
C Nuttall, District Councillor A Foden

3. PLANNING
Grant of Conditional Planning Permission
3.1 19/01473/MAJ Improvement of the existing golf
facilities and remodelling of the golf course along with
change of use of the existing golf course land for the siting
of 25 self contained units of holiday accommodation at
Fingle Glen Golf Club.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mrs Taylor raised concerns regarding the increasing
traffic using Heath Lane as a route to Crediton and said
that it was unsuitable for the amount of traffic which was
now using the road and there had been ensuing
accidents. County Councillor Connett explained that he
was having a meeting with officials from the Parish
Council on Monday next and this was one of the issues
which could be added to the agenda for discussion.

Refusal of Planning Permission
3.4 19/00877/OUT Outline to erect one holiday lodge (all
matters reserved for future consideration) at Glebe Farm.

Mrs Hickman said that she had a letter for Cllr Thom
itemising some points on the agenda for this evening’s
meeting which she hoped would be considered. She
welcomed the setting up of an office at the Parish Hall
which would be open once a month for parishioners to
attend with suggestions for the Parish but queried the
need for the Parish Council to fund a sum of money for
professional advice regarding planning issues. The letter
was then passed to the Chairman.

School Houses
4.2 It was reported that electrical repair work at both 1
and 2 School Houses had been organised through Carter
& Geering and the accounts paid through them and
debited from the rents.

3.2 19/02063/FUL Agricultural building and associated
works at Rebecca Springs, Nadderwater.
Grant of Request for Prior Approval
3.3 19/02213/NPA Application for Prior Approval under
Part 3 Class Q (a) and (b) and paragraph W of the GPDO
change of use of agricultural building to a dwelling at Ham
Farm, Tedburn Road.

3.5 19/02121/FUL Change of use of part of paddock to
domestic curtilage at 2 Barton Cottages

4. MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION
Speeding through Whitestone
4.1 A meeting with County Councillor Connett has been
Mr Oliver supported the sum of money which was being
arranged for Monday next to discuss this issue.
allocated for independent professional advice regarding
Councillors also asked if weight restrictions on lorries
planning issues and some discussion took place from the coming from Tedburn to Whitestone could be enforced
floor and it was agreed that these monies could include
and it was agreed that this was another matter which
advice for other issues which arose throughout the Parish. could be discussed during the meeting.

Mr Neirop queried the need for more noticeboards within
the Parish and Cllr Thom indicated that this issue was
now on hold.
Cllr Thom thanked members of the public for their
comments and then opened the Parish Council meeting.
1. Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Tuesday 10th
December 2019 having been circulated were taken as
read and signed by the Chairman.

Crossway Park
4.3 Cllr Thom reported that he had now installed the
“Frog Bin” in the Park and it was suggested by Cllr Belt
that a “Teddy Bear” bin should also be purchased and
installed which would give children the initiative to tidy up
the Park. It was resolved that this should be purchased
and, as Cllr Belt was approaching the firm to purchase
something for the Parish Hall, she would obtain a price for
the extra bin and place an order. It was agreed that some
signs should be obtained to encourage the children to use
the bins for recycling.

Proposed Parish Council Surgery
4.4 It was agreed that this should take place on a
monthly basis commencing on a Saturday morning in April
2. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR /
from 10am to 12noon. The first session would be
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
undertaken by Cllrs Bramhall and Bryant. It was
2.1. County Councillor Connett reported that he would be suggested that the May session should take place on a
meeting with Whitestone Councillors on Monday next to
Thursday from 6pm to 8pm and volunteers will be sought
discuss speeding and transport issues throughout the
by Cllr Bramhall.
Parish.
Parish Warden update
2.2 District Councillor Swain gave a full report on the
4.5 Cllr Thom was compiling a job specification and
proposed budget for Teignbridge District Council which
details would be placed in the Parish magazine. The role
will see a Council Tax increase of £5 a year for the
was looking to be in place to coincide with the start of the
average Band D household about 3% or 10p a week.
next financial year in April.
Staffing restructures and a recent senior management
Parish Action Plan
restructure will create budget savings in future years.
There will be a more commercial approach to the services 4.6 Discussion took place regarding the Whitestone
Action Plan which was completed in 2017 and which had
that TDC provide aimed at generating more income;
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received backing from 70% of parishioners. Cllr Bryant
said that this was now in need of support as the original
organisers have stood down. It was proposed that at the
February meeting the Parish Council should take forward
the suggestions which had been made and take
responsibility for the Parish Plan in order to raise the
profile of the Plan.

firewood could take them but he would be clearing the
remaining branches after two weeks.
7.4 Cllr Miles reported accessing the Parish-on-Line
mapping system and would be trialling the information
received and reporting. The cost to join would be £75 +
VAT.

The meeting closed at 9.50pm
5. MATTERS RAISED BY THE CHAIRMAN
5.1 Cllr Thom reported that he proposed completing
next meeting will take place on Thursday,
some pothole filling on the 27th January from 10am to 1pm The
th
13
February
2020.
and would be meeting at the Royal Oak carpark and
would appreciate any help.
5.2 Cllr Thom had been approached from several
quarters about noticeboards. It was now being suggested
that only two be produced, one for outside the Church and
one possibly at Heath Cross.

Criminals carry out courier fraud by cold calling
the victim, purporting to be a police officer or
bank official. The fraudsters will then claim
there’s an issue with the victim’s bank account or
request their assistance with an ongoing bank or
police investigation. The ultimate aim of this call
is to trick them into handing over money or their
bank details.

6. FINANCE
6.1 Bank Balance at Nat West at 30th December 2019

Current A/c

£200.00

Business Reserve A/c 1

£35,611.44

Business Reserve A/c 2

£3,413.30
£39,224.74

Common techniques used by the fraudsters
include telling the victim to withdraw large sums
of cash, purchase an expensive item, or provide
their bank cards/details. In all cases, a ‘courier’
will then come and pick up the cash or items, on
behalf of the police or bank. They will often come
to the victim’s home address.

6.2 Draft budget for 2020/21
Documentation regarding the finances of the Parish
Council having been distributed it was resolved after
discussion and amendment that the budget of £23,819.00
for 2020/21 be adopted and it was proposed by Cllr
Bramhall and seconded by Cllr Thom that the Precept
should be reduced from £6,100 by £1,000 and the
Precept should therefore be £5,100. A vote was taken
and the proposal was adopted.
Cllr Thom thanked the Clerk and Cllr Bramhall for all their
efforts.
Income
6.3 1 School Houses rent to 30th January
£725.00 - £69,60 (includes £11.60 VAT) =
6.4 2 School Houses rent to 1st February
£800.00 - £76.80 (includes £12.80 VAT) =

COURIER FRAUD?

Courier Fraud is committed by Organised Crime
Groups and targets the elderly and vulnerable.

£655.40
£723.20

Expenditure
The following expenditure was proposed and seconded
for payment. All in favour and the cheques were signed
by Councillors Thom and Belt.
6.5 Mr G Mitchell (Tree felling at Crossway)
£190.00
6.6 Clerk’s expenses
£16.62
The following work was organised and paid for through
Carter Geering:6.7 Dave Totterdell Electrical
(includes £23.02 VAT) – 1 School House
£138.10
6.8 Viator Electrical Contractors
(includes £40.30 VAT) – 2 School House
£241.79
6.9 A H Gilbert & Son Ltd
(includes £49.64 VAT) – 2 School House
£297.84
7. REPORTS
7.1 Cllr Fairley reported two accidents on the C50 road,
one of which had caused a road closure.

The scale of courier fraud in the UK should not
be underestimated, as nationally:
•£10.5 million reported loss in just two years
•Over 2,000 reports to Action Fraud in two years
•Two thirds of victims were women over 75
•On average victims lost over £8,000 each
Recently we have had two victims in the North
Devon area, suffering a loss of around £10,000
each.
If you or someone you know has been a victim, it
can be quite common to not feel able to report it.
We urge you to do so in order that we can get a
full picture of the offences which will give us the
best chance of catching the offenders. Please
report on 101. If it is easier for you to email
please send information to:
101@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk

If cold callers, withheld numbers and silent calls
are an issue for you or someone you know then
please use this link for information about call
blockers:
https://www.devon-cornwall.police.uk/advice/your
-money/fraud/courier-and-telephone-fraud/

7.2 Cllr Thom reported that there had been several
instances of vandalism over the Christmas period and the
Police had been called. He advised of the importance of
reporting problems to the Police.
7.3 Cllr Belt reported that the branches from the tree
which had been cut down at the bus stop area were still in
situ and Cllr Thom indicated that they had been left in
order that any persons wishing to avail themselves of

Free Fraud Awareness talks are available for
social groups and coffee mornings. If you would
like to arrange an input please call 01271
311415 or email
Kim.Foster@DevonandCornwall.pnn.police.uk
View the series of booklets on fraud at:
https://www.met.police.uk/littlemedia
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PEOPLE WATCHING #3
Notes from the Chair

I’m sure that many of us feel that the news can be really
depressing. Well, there’s a reason for that, and it’s quite
simple: in general, news is negative. And it’s negative
because people are more interested in negative
information, and it has more impact on us, than positive
information.
For instance, if you ask people who have just had an
appraisal interview if they thought their boss was being
“fair” in what they had told them, it turns out that the
assessor needs to give nine pieces of positive
information for every piece of negative information if the
recipient of the information is going to feel that they have
been judged fairly.

Fellow Whitestonians,
I would like to start by wishing everyone a happy and
healthy 2020.
The January meeting of Whitestone Parish Council was
the best attended yet this political year. It is very helpful to
have input from across the Parish, to have questions
asked and to keep us in check. The increased interest
was in part due to the upcoming budget being set and
about the actions that Councillors want to take forward.
Although some concerns were raised, the majority of
attendees supported the allocation of funds for
professional advice. Members took on board these
opinions and agreed to expand the remit of what the
monies could be spent on. I want to assure everyone that
this money is not already allocated and I sincerely hope
we never have to tap into it.

So when the people producing news programmes and
newspapers are looking for stories that they think will
interest their viewers, listeners and readers, they
(because they are human too) are more likely to pick the
negative stories than the positive stories.
The other thing that news editors know is that people are
fascinated by stories about other people. This
fascination is even built in to how we see the world.
When we look at a scene, let’s imagine it’s of people
playing with a dog on a beach, we not only tend to focus
on the people (rather than the sand or the sea) but we
also, literally, see the people as bigger than they really
are. Although the information received by our eyes is an
accurate representation of what’s “out there”, when that
information is received by the brain the picture it
constructs focuses on the bits we find most interesting
(and most useful), that is, the people. It’s easy to test
this idea. Just think of the times you’ve taken a
photograph of people in a landscape and then been
surprised, and disappointed, by how small the people
appear in the photograph relative to how big you thought
they were.

The Council is pleased to be able to go ahead with the
setting up of a Parish surgery; details of times and dates
to follow. This will give everyone the opportunity to meet
and interact with Councillors on a regular basis.
Following feedback, we will reduce the number of notice
boards we had planned to put up. At the next meeting a
job description and person specification will be looked at
for the exciting new role of Parish Lengths Person; ready
to roll out in April.
By the time you have used this article to light the fire, a
site meeting with regard to traffic concerns would already
have taken place. With guidance from DCC and the
Highways authority, WPC will put together all the
alternatives, with costings, and offer them to every
resident in a sort of speeding referendum.

With the whole world to choose from, there is an almost
endless supply of negative news stories to pick from,
and an almost endless supply of stories about people,
and put the two together, about people doing bad
things. The problem with this is that it isn’t a proper
reflection of what is actually happening, and it isn’t an
accurate representation of what most people are like
most of the time.

Some time ago, Whitestone Parish Council was warned
by TDC that it needed to reduce its reserves or it would
not be allowed to ask for a contribution from Council Tax
payers. I am pleased to be able to say that in April we will
be asking for £1000 less than last year. This represents a
real term reduction of 17%. I am only sorry this isn’t the
same for the whole tax bill.

Recent research is beginning to show us that people are
much more “pro-social” (a posh word for “good”) than we
tend to assume. If we look at very young children, it
seems that even toddlers are more prosocial than we
often give them credit for. For instance, in one recent
study, pairs of two-year-olds were given a set of marbles
that made a nice sound when put into a box. Children
this age are not exactly renowned for sharing — yet the
researchers found that about half the time, the kids
divided up the marbles fairly. Only in about 1 in 5 cases
did one child selfishly take all of the marbles for
themselves. In a variation of the study, one of the pair
started out with three marbles, while the other received
just one. Even in this case, the luckier child willingly
gave one of their marbles to the less fortunate kid in
about a third of trials. And toddlers even seem to enjoy
helping others. The children showed what the
researchers called “positive body language” and
“positive emotions” after helping another child. In fact,
helping others seemed to be just as rewarding to the
children as helping themselves.
There is hope after all!
Guy Fielding

Finally, as I am sure you are all well aware, January 27th
is Saint Percy’s day and as everyone knows St Percy is
the Patron Saint of Pot-Holes. To honour this little known
Martyr (he died of complications arising from having a
Nadder Bottom), a working party will meet in the car park
of The Royal Oak at 10am ready to start mending our
roads. If anyone wishes to help or report any nasty
pot-holes then please get in touch with any of your
Councillors.
‘Hole’ Lotta Love…
Nick
cllrnickthom@gmail.com
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MARY’S DAIRY DIARY
JANUARY ON THE FARM

N AT U R E
The land has a drenched look from all the rain we’ve had.
The grass on the cows’ river meadows has a combed
look, showing the flow of floodwater over it. Wildlife looks
disconsolate. Owls with their fluffy wet feathers, cannot
hunt in the rain and can starve if they are prevented
from hunting for three nights. I hear some owls calling and
hope the rain eases off for them.
A skylark popped up in front of me out of the pasture.
They are with us all year, and the ethereal song suddenly
felt like the new year dawning. Weeding heather, the
daffodil bulbs are already shooting out. Each day, the sun
rises just that little bit earlier. I know we have a ‘hundred
hungry days’ ahead of us and the longer days give
assurance that the hard days will end.
AR ABLE
We didn’t manage to get all our crops in before the rain
started. It’s horrible seeing bare land with all that rain.
That confirms our determination to create farming
systems that have plants actively growing all year. We
can overwinter animals on kale, and get a second crop
from a spring barley crop. We are already swapping out
maize, with soil bare for half the year, for red clover. Soil
needs actively growing roots to keep it working efficiently.
G R ASS
On our better draining spring grazing land, we had the
cows out till they were dry late in December, and the
grass is in good shape for next month’s calving cows. On
the autumn cows' flood meadows, the wet stopped us
getting the longest grass. We hope for not too much hard
frost, which can damage the longer grass.

Very small news this month, which I suspect you
can guess - the information that the applicants
are required to provide has still not been
provided. However, it seems that, yet again, we
are told that this information will be provided
“imminently”.
Meanwhile, the world around us is changing
rapidly or, at least, our understanding of that
world and our place within it is developing rapidly.
It is now clear that our climate is warming rapidly
and destructively, and that human activity is a
major, if not the major, reason for these changes.
It is also clear that we can no longer argue that
we can put off doing something about this until
tomorrow. If we are going to halt the increase in
greenhouse gasses in the atmosphere, and then
to reduce them to much lower levels, so that our
climate stabilises, then the decisions we make
now have to be made with their impact on the
climate and our wider environment very much at
the front of our minds. Every decision counts,
there are no “this one won’t matter” decisions any
more.
For a thousand years or more, the valleys of
Devon have presented a landscape primarily
consisting of woods and pasture. Whilst small
areas of flattish land have been ploughed and
cultivated, the steep-sided valleys west of the
Exe, in which Whitestone lies, have been a
landscape of grazing animals. Sheep don’t seem
to mind steep sided valleys, and grass loves our
wet and mild climate. The woods of mixed native
deciduous trees not only add to the beauty of
these landscapes, but also provide valuable
habitats for wildlife and a variety of resources for
the people living here.

COWS
Now all the spring cows are on their winter holidays
before calving next month. As it is so wet, we are bringing
any cows that need TLC inside. We are working out how
to evict straw from the buildings to be able to bring all the
animals inside, for the people and the soil’s benefit, if not
the cows. We are looking at one of those fabric structures
for the straw, to give the cows the building. More news as
we work it out.
The little heifers are inside eating straw. Like the yokel I
am, I can chew a piece of straw and enjoy the faint aroma
of summer, and it isn’t food for me. It’s funny to see even
quite young calves tucking in enthusiastically to great
mouthfuls of straw. Of course, that’s what ruminants do:
eat stalky, fibrous food that we can’t, and create food from
materials that we can’t eat.
It is a glorious symbiosis with the added bonus that
ruminant meat, milk, butter and cheese are some of the
most nutrient-rich and scrumptious foods on the
planet. Where they graze also gives that benefit known
as ‘golden hoof’, where crops thrive in soils where animal
manures are naturally spread.
D AIR Y
Cheesemaking is warm and steamy, as I come into the
cheese dairy from the cold. Milk in the vats reaches 40°C,
that is over 100°F. We work to make sure the milk is
balanced: there is always the tendency with indoor feeding that the milk is too fatty. Not long now, for that magic
first taste of grass, maybe even before January is out.
Mary Quicke
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At the moment, scientists are desperately
searching for carbon capture technologies that
can enable us to pull carbon out of the
atmosphere at scale and at reasonable cost. This
is proving to be difficult. However, we already
have a well-developed low-cost technology that
can do the job for us: it’s called a tree.
Meanwhile, there’s a local farmer who has a small
area of “previously disturbed land” (which is
double-speak for land where building waste has
been dumped). He wants to do something useful
with the land, and maybe make a bit of money
while doing so. Now here’s a simple idea:
perhaps he could simply plant some trees? He’d
be investing in a way that will pay off handsomely
in maybe 20-25 years, he’d be restoring the
landscape to its historic form, and he’d be helping
to save the planet. And I’m almost sure no-one
would object. What’s not to like?
Guy Fielding

Stephen Heathcote
Property Surveying

Building Surveys
Planning applications
Architectural design
Defect & Repair Advice
Options appraisals
Contract Administration
Maintenance Planning

struth@talktalk.net
stephenheathcote.com
07711 047372
01647 270093
Your Local

Chartered Building Surveyor

GARETH J CLATWORTHY
Interior & Exterior Quality Decorating
Tel: (01392) 811819
07925 054796
gj.clatworthy@gmail.com

‘LOWER HURSTON’
Tedburn Road
Whitestone
Devon
EX4 2HF

RM House &
Commercial Clearance
including

Houses, Workshops, Garages & Gardens
Any size job

Call/txt 07578 869 650
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Buy 3
4th Free
Tues, Wed,
Thurs
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Shawthorne Bungalow
Whitestone
Exeter EX4 2JS

Tel: 01392-811374

Mary Belt
Dressmaking Curtains Alterations Repairs
Zip Replacements

Louise Blades
Saddle Fitter & Stubben Specialist
07764 303 659
www.stubben-specialist.co.uk

For all your saddle and accessories requirements
Large stock of used saddles including Stubben, GFS,
Pessoa, Bates and Albion
50% off my visit charge with this advert

Ford Farm Dogs
Worried about leaving your dog to go on
holiday or business? Worry no more! Your
Dog can come to us at Ford Farm and live
as part of the family. We have a
huge secure garden, fields, woods and
streams to explore and our dogs have
two lengthy, energetic walks a day.
Day boarding and dog walking services also available.
To find out more call 07932 569144 or visit our website
www.fordfarmdogs.com
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WHITESTONE SOCIAL CLUB
(Secretary Bryan Durrant 01392 811328)
Thanks to Glenn Johnson for an entertaining evening in
December.

Please note: With the pantomime using the Parish
Hall on 2nd and 4th - 8th February, all regular
meetings on those dates will not take place.

TABLE TENNIS
Table Tennis sessions are on 10th and 17th February.
It’s fun, it’s healthy and it starts at 7.30 pm in the
Whitestone Parish Hall.
Children under 16 should be accompanied by an adult.
For more info, contact :
Philip on 01647 61419 or Andy on 01647 270109.

Mon 24th Feb

Luc Vandamme to give a talk on the
work of the charity “Mission Aviation
Fellowship”.

Sat 21st March

Anniversary Dinner (Members Only)

The Social Club meets monthly, mostly in the Parish
Hall, and is a great opportunity to meet other people.
After the speaker there is a social “bring and share” food
and drink session. Membership is £12 per annum, but
non-members are most welcome to join us at meetings
in the hall (except for the anniversary meal) on an
occasional basis at a cost of £3.00 per evening.
Meetings in the hall normally start at 7:30pm.

WHITESTONE WALKERS
Next walk Sunday 2nd February 2020.
Meeting at Village Hall 09.30am or Okehampton Railway
Station at 10.00am for a circular walk of approximately
5 miles.
The route and distance will be dictated by the weather on
the day.
Following this very wet period, the Okement river and
waterfalls should be fairly spectacular.
As there is a pantomime matinee performance that day,
there will be a limited number attending from Whitestone.
Anyone meeting me at Okehampton, please let Herb
know in order that he does not set off without you.
We will meet at the FRONT entrance to the Station.
Waterproof footwear essential!
There is a cafe at the finish which can supply bacon
sandwiches!!

WHITESTONE GARDENING CLUB
(Secretary Gill Oakey on 01392 811585)
This month is our AGM on 17th February in the Billiard
Room of the Parish Hall. A reminder that it’s time to pay
your subscription (only £12). After the formalities, David
Oakey is coming to show us how he makes his amazing
troughs and pots! Some will be for sale!
Visitors Welcome £4.00

SHORT MAT BOWLS
We play on:
Tuesday evening (not 4th February) 7.30 pm to 9.30pm
Wednesday morn (not 5th February) 10.00 am to noon
Friday evening (not 21st February) 7.30 pm to 9.30pm
Please come and join in the fun if you feel you would like
to have a go. Cost £2.00 per session with free
refreshments. Bowls are available for you to use.
As 15 minutes is permitted for setting up, please
arrive early so that we can make a PROMPT start.
Details always available from Gill and David 811585 or
Sue and Jock 811205
VILLAGE VOICES
(Liz Watkins tel.01392 811285)
The choir will meet on 13th, 20th and 27th February.
CUBAN AIRWAVES
Call Dave Lee on 01392 811579 or email on
dave.lee1071@gmail.com
After 4 years playing Cuban Music, we are expanding our
repertoire of 32 Cuban songs to include more "World
Music". We welcome any amateur acoustic musicians
and singers to come and play music together for fun
once a month in the Parish Hall. Please ring or email me
if you are interested in joining us. Our next session is on
Friday 21st February at 7.30pm. There is a small charge
of £2.00 towards hire of the hall.

WHITESTONE HANDBELL RINGERS
The open day was very successful and we hope to start
again this month. We usually meet on Tuesdays at 2pm or
sometimes on a Wednesday afternoon at East Rowhorne.
Beginners or experienced players are welcome. We don't
read music to play our pieces but follow numbers instead.
If you think you can help please contact Jennifer Kellagher
on 01392 273864 or Vicky Bryant at vbryant269@gmail.com
ARTS AND CRAFTS MORNINGS
Forthcoming Thursday dates for 2020 are:
February 13th
March 12th
April 9th
May 21st
Are you trying to finish off a painting, sewing, knitting or
anything else? Come along to Whitestone Parish Hall
Billiard Room and give yourself time to work on your
project. Enjoy tea/coffee and a chat while you work on
your project or new skill.
Time: 9.30 to midday. Cost £2
Contact Marian Durrant (811328)
or Nikki Phillips (07763 879897)
PILATES
Pilates group classes are held most Monday evening
from 6.15 to 7.15pm in the Whitestone Parish Hall.
Our teacher is Caroline Dodd who is highly qualified and
has many years experience in teaching Pilates.
Classes cost only £5.00 Call Judy Sandford on 811584
or Martin Fairley on 811977.

BOOK CLUB
Next meeting on Monday 10th February in the Parish
Hall.

WHITESTONE CHRISTIAN PRAYER GROUP
(Contact: Kay 07717 826711 or Sue 01392 811021)
We meet on the first Monday of the month and our next
meeting will be on Monday 3rd February.

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
The next meeting will take place in the Billiard Room of
the Parish Hall on:

Thursday 13th February at 7.30pm

BENEFICE CHOIR
Anyone who would like to join the choir and sing please
contact Jackie Lightband (811527). New recruits always
welcome.

Members of the Public and Press are invited to attend.
CHURCH BELL RINGING
If you would like to learn, find out more, or are a visiting
ringer, please telephone James Bryant on 01392 811391
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sun
Tue to
Sat

02 February 2020
04 February to
08 February 2020

(Sunday Matinee - 2.30 pm)

Sun

02 February 2020

Whitestone Walkers - Meet in Whitestone Parish Hall car park - 9.30 am

p21

Tue

04 February 2020

Parish Pals Lunch Club - Bernaville Nurseries followed by lunch at
The Stables

p9

Wed

05 February 2020

Good Companions - “Life on a Nuclear Submarine” - A talk by Ron Bramhall
Pathfinder Village Hall - 2.30 pm

p11

Fri

07 February 2020

“Be Our Guest” - Maria Joll - 2.30 pm

p9

Mon

10 February 2020

Book Club - Parish Hall - 2.00 pm to 4.30 pm

p11

Thu

13 February 2020

Art & Craft Morning - Billiard Room - Whitestone Parish Hall - 9.30 to midday

p21

Thu

13 February 2020

Whitestone Parish Council - Billiard Room of Parish Hall - 7.30 pm

p21

Sun

16 February 2020

LAST DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF ARTICLES FOR MAR 2020 MAGAZINE

p9

Mon

17 February 2020

Gardening Club - AGM - Billiard Room of the Whitestone Parish Hall - 7.30 pm

p21

Wed

19 February 2020

Good Companions - “Ghosts of Dartmoor” - a talk by Paul Rendall
Pathfinder Village Hall - 2.30 pm

p11

Fri

21 February 2020

Cuban Airwaves - Whitestone Parish Hall - 7.30 pm

p21

Mon

24 February 2020

Social Club - Talk by Luc Vandamme - “Mission Aviation Fellowship”.
Whitestone Parish Hall - 7.30 pm

p21

Sat

29 February 2020

Grand Jumble Sale - Longdown Village Hall - 2.30 pm

p5

Mon

02 March 2020

Whitestone Christian Prayer Group - The Glebe - 7.30 to 9.00 pm

Wed

04 March 2020

The Climate & Ecological Crisis? What’s all the fuss about.
A talk by David Ramsdem MBE - Whitestone Parish Hall - 7.30 pm

Whitestone panto - The Pied Piper - Whitestone Parish Hall -7.30pm p19
(Saturday matinee 2.30pm)

WEEKLY EVENTS IN FEBRUARY 2020
Day

Dates

Event

Mon

3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th

Mon

10th & 17th

Tue

11th, 18th & 25th

Whitestone Baby & Toddler Group - Parish Hall - 10 am to 12 noon

Tue

11th, 18th & 25th

Short Mat Bowls - Whitestone Parish Hall - 7.30 to 9.30 pm

Wed

12th, 19th & 26th

Short Mat Bowls - Whitestone Parish Hall - 10am to 12 noon

Thu

13th, 20th & 27th

Village Voices - Whitestone Parish Hall - 8.00 to 9.30 pm

Fri

14th & 28th

Pilates - Whitestone Parish Hall - 6.15 to 7.15 pm
Table Tennis - Whitestone Parish Hall - 7.30 to 9.30 pm

Short Mat Bowls - Whitestone Parish Hall - 7.30 to 9.30 pm
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