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NORTH KENN MISSION COMMUNITY 

 
INTENDED SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2020. 

 
Sunday December 6

th 

 

9.30 am Whitestone   Holy Communion      Revd Martin Wood 
9.30 am Holcombe Burnell Parish Communion          Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.00 am Tedburn St Mary  Informal Worship           Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm  Pathfinder    Holy Communion               Revd Martin Wood 
6.00 pm  Cheriton Bishop   Evening Prayer                Lay led 
 
Thursday December 10

th 

 

10.30 am Pathfinder   Morning Prayer         Revd Martin Wood 
 
Sunday December 13

th
 

9.30 am  Whitestone    Parish Communion           Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30 am Holcombe Burnell BCP Communion            Revd Martin Wood 
11.00 am  Cheriton Bishop  Family Service             Revd Martin Wood  
3.00 pm   Pathfinder     Prayer and Fellowship      
3.00 pm Tedburn St Mary   Evening Prayer        Revd Martin Wood 
   
Sunday December  20

th 

 

9.00 am Tedburn St Mary  Holy Communion       Revd Martin Wood 
9.30 am   Cheriton Bishop  Parish Communion           Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.00 am Whitestone     Family Service                          Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm Pathfinder   Evensong          Lay led 
6.00 pm Holcombe Burnell Evensong                     Revd Martin Wood 
 
Thursday December  24

th
 Christmas Eve 

 

7.00 pm Tedburn St Mary  Said Christmas Communion    Revd Martin Wood    
7.00 pm Whitestone   Said Christmas Communion    Revd Tim Gorringe 
 
Friday  December 25

th   
CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

10.00 am Cheriton Bishop  Said Christmas  Communion    Revd Martin Wood 
10.00 am Holcombe Burnell Said Christmas  Communion    Revd Tim Gorringe 
 
Sunday December 27

th 

  

3.00 pm Pathfinder   United Service 
 
 
 
This schedule is correct at the time of printing. 
If there are any changes they will be notified on the Village Website and Peter  Hanson’s 
Newsletter – so please keep an eye out for alterations ! 
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FROM THE RECTOR 

 
 

Christmas but not the same as always 
 
I think I managed only a couple of my monthly articles without talking about Covid-19. Sadly, it is 

very much back and giving us all real concerns and worries. There is already talk about what 

Christmas may be like with the restrictions of the rule of six or no households able to mix with one 

another. There may be travel restrictions and no overnight stays. It is hard to foresee what might 

be possible. What seems likely is that the way we have observed and celebrated Christmas in 

past years will be very different this year. For some people they want to carry on regardless, for 

others they are looking to find a new way of making Christmas special and sadly for others they 

are questioning whether it is worth the effort. You can see how people view the same event from 

very different perspectives. Taking one Christmas tradition, the turkey, will there be large ones? 

(will you be fined for ordering for more than six?), will people be able to buy smaller ones? Or do 

you break with tradition and try something different? I think it is important to remember the  

farmers for whom Christmas is an important time for their livelihoods. They cannot easily change 

the size of the turkeys at the last minute, we should stand by them as they work so hard to  

support us. 
 

I was reminded that how we look at things can change our perspective. If we look at this coming 

Christmas as a disaster just waiting to happen, it’s more than likely that is what we will get.  

However, if we change our perspective, we can see Christmas as an oasis in these difficult times. 

We can look to make the most of the opportunity to have time with those we love within these  

difficult days, we can look to start new traditions and even ask people what they would like to 

have or do, rather than tread the well worn paths of Christmas past. 
 

It is always a good idea to reflect on what happened at the beginning. We know that Mary and  

Joseph travelled to Joseph’s home town and there was no room for them to stay. After a long 

journey, they would have been tired and desperate for a bed for the night. It is through the  

kindness of a stranger, the innkeeper, they got shelter for the night. For many sleeping in a stable 

would hardly seem a kindness, yet Mary and Joseph gratefully received the kind offer of a place 

to stay. We know the baby is an unexpected arrival in the most unlikely of circumstances. It  

matters not where or when the birth occurred, it is eclipsed by the great joy and hope. We see this 

clearly in the celestial song of the angels that the shepherds witness on the hillside. They rush to 

see for themselves and are not disappointed but return home praising and glorifying God. 

It is not how we find a situation that defines us, it is what we do with it that counts. Make  

happiness and share joy and Christmas will be special. 

 

Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY 01647 24119 
(Tuesday to Sunday) revwood163@gmail.com 

 

Welcome to the third magazine after the break and thank you to all 

the people who have sent in contributions. Please keep them coming. 
 

The minimum subscription for regular subscribers for next year will 

be £3 .00 to take account of the lost magazines due to coronavirus. 
 

However, if you wish to help the magazine’s finances with a donation, 

we would be very grateful if the usual amount of £5.00 was paid. 
 

For new subscribers, the annual cost for 12 copies is £5.00. 
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Unit 7 
GD Units 
Cofton Road 
Marsh Barton 
Exeter  
EX2 8QW 
 

Email:  info@westcoastwindows.co.uk 
Web:    www.westcoastwindows.co.uk 

 

Contact: Nigel Gribble or Mike Melluish 

 

ALUMINIUM  -  DOMESTIC  -  PVC WINDOWS 
DOORS  -  CONSERVATORIES  -  SHOP FRONTS 

  CURTAIN WALLING 
 
 

Tel:  01392 829800 
Fax: 01392 829808 

Raising Standards,  Installing Trust 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like a last resting place in 

beautiful countryside overlooking 
Dartmoor. 

 
Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie 

or Martin Chatfield 
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH DURING THE 
CORONAVIRUS/COVID 19 PANDEMIC 

 

A group of residents feel that we need to be 
aware that there will be people self-isolating in 
Whitestone who may need support at this  
difficult time. 
  

Please consider your neighbours and, if they 
need help, the people listed below will be willing 
to receive calls and hopefully contact young fit 
parishioners who can fetch shopping,  
medication or other tasks if you cannot. 
 

Please be aware of the government guidelines 
concerning washing hands, wiping shopping 
and keeping your distance. Coins and bank 
notes might also carry the virus. 
 

Remember the Tedburn Stores have a mobile 
shop which calls in at Whitestone on Saturdays 
at 10.30 am in Crossways and 10.50 am in the 
centre of the village. 
  

Contact the Tedburn Stores on 01647 61320 or 
shop@allstock.co.uk 
 

Helping Group 
 

Maria Joll       01392 811501   
 (Tea Party Group) 
 

Kay Norrington    01392 811428    
 (Church Warden) 
 

Liz Watkins     01392 811285  
 (Village Voices) 
 

Tracey Baird      01392 272 352   
 (The Royal Oak) 
 

Martin Fairley     01392 811977   
 (Parish Pals) 
 

Angela Paddy      01647 61934    
 (Good Companions at  
         Pathfinder Villlage) 
 

Tom and Rebecca Oliver   01392 811313  
 (Trillow) 
 

Mary Belt     01392 811374 
 (Parish Councillor) 

Announcement of the Death 
of a previous Whitestone resident 
 

We are sad to tell you of the death on  
November 8th of Mrs Jean Christopher at her 
home in Lifton. 
 

She was a prominent member of the parish  
particularly known for her flower arranging – 
winning most of the classes at the Flower Show 
when we still had one – and her lovely garden 
at Ramslade. Members of the  
Gardening Club will remember a visit to her and 
Vic at Lifton and a magnificent spread of food ! 
 

Our condolences to Vic and their daughter,  

Jenny. 

ARMISTICE DAY 
WEDNESDAY 11

TH
 NOVEMBER 2020 

 

On this special and unusual Armistice Sunday, a group of 
Whitestone residents met in the Parish Hall Community 
garden to commemorate Armistice Day and remember 
the fallen in all wars and conflicts.  Everyone was pleased 
to see that over 40 pebbles had been decorated with  
poppies and words of remembrance by children and  
residents of the village, and had been laid out around a 
central small cross.  At 11 o'clock a two minutes silence 
was held. 
 

Social distancing was observed throughout and there was 
a cool breeze blowing but everyone stopped afterwards to 
chat and catch up with others. It's surprising how pleasant 
it is to have a few words with friends and also to meet 
new residents of the village and hear their stories.  
 

Thank you everyone who turned up on this chilly morning, 
I hope you felt uplifted by it as I did. 

Pam Lee – on behalf of Whitestone Parish Council 

REMEMBRANCE 
 

DAY 
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• Painting & Decorating 
Exterior & Interior 

• Cleaning of Guttering, 
Fascias, etc. 

• Window Cleaning 
• Weeding & Clearance of 

Gardens 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 

Call Bob on 
01392 811980 or 

07907899097 

 

 

 

 

Sally White 
 

 

Visiting Foot Health Practitioner 

 

Professional help for all your foot 

care needs 

 

S.A.C. Dip, FHPP, FHPT 

 

Tel: 07503199473 
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COVID19 AND THE ‘NEW NORMAL’ 
 

The ‘new normal’ is a phrase often used in questions 
about the future. I thought it would be interesting to see 
what it means to different people. 
 

To me, it means meeting people again, church services 
with hymns, clubs and societies meeting again in the  
Parish Hall, helping a feeling of community, going  
shopping or to the theatre or cinema, all without a face 
mask, hooray! 
 

I hope the new normal world will be less wasteful, less fre-
netic, and where you don’t have to have notices in shops 
etc to say that abuse will not be tolerated. 
 

I found this verse in a Church Army leaflet, and the author 
gave me permission to reproduce it. 
 
Imagine A World 
........ words by William Lee  
 

Imagine a world where there’s no viruses or violence 
Where the cries of the vulnerable aren’t met with our  
silence. 
Imagine a world where everyone has a safe home,  
Where the elderly and vulnerable aren’t left on their own. 
This world, where a pavement is no longer a pillow,  
Where rough sleepers aren’t spat at from the back of the 
limo. 
And  I’m not Marcus Rashford, but I love what he said, 
About  kids not going hungry before they get into bed. 
Imagine a world where everyone has enough to eat,  
And changes in policy happen without the need for an  
athlete. 
This new world where food banks aren’t necessary,  
And everyone everywhere having enough to eat isn’t  
revolutionary. 
 

So we won’t stand still and wait for injustice to see itself 
out,  
We’ll be the ones who take the knee, stand up to poverty 
and raise a shout. 
Imagine a world where we look back and say,  
We ended homelessness poverty and injustice in my day. 
Racism snarls and poverty bares it’s teeth,  
But we are the ones who are hope on the streets. 
                      ———————————- 
And we are the ones with voices and votes, to be used not 
only when planning applications crop up. 
 
What does the new normal mean for you? Do share your 
thoughts and opinions. 

Jennifer Kellagher. 

WHITESTONE SIGN AND 

PAINTED PEBBLES FOR THE NHS 
 

Just  a note to say, “Thank you very much”. First of all, to 

the children who so kindly thought of the special idea to 

paint a pebble for the NHS at the start of the first  

lockdown in March and place it around the Whitestone 

sign and then to thank all the other children and adults 

who took the time to paint so many lovely pebbles to  

surround the sign. So very kind and meaningful.  

THANK YOU 

Maria Joll 
 

Please note that the pictures, in full colour, can be viewed 

on the Whitestone website at: 

http://www.whitestone-devon.org.uk 

 

WHITESTONE RESIDENT STILL LOOKING TO RENT 
 

2 bed accommodation with garden/decking area and  
outside storage in Whitestone or surrounding area. 
Alternatively, a possible plot for positioning an eco-lodge. 
Must be sunny, open and light. 
Currently living at Acorn Barn. Good references are  
available from Rob and Una Mingo. 
2 professional adults, no children, no pets.  
(Very sad move, landlords unexpectedly require property 
back to move into.) 

  
All ideas, suggestions or recommendations to: 
Gerry Bolt 07836 576 615 or Mandy Swift  07780 607670 
Email: boltgerry@gmail.com 
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ACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Established since 1981  
 

Fully Insured 
 

Any amount large or small -  
Domestic & Commercial 

 

Prompt Reliable Service -  
Available 7 days a week 

 

Free Quotations - Competitive Prices 
 

Tel: 01392 430988 
 

Highfield, Rowhorne Road 
Nadderwater, Exeter, EX4 2JEEmail: aces-

caffolding@yahoo.co. uk 

 

 

Family business, 
   established 25 years 
 

House clearance service 
 

Removal service 
 

Free scrap metal collec-
tion including 
   washing machines, 
cookers, etc. 
 

Free quotations 
 

Fully insured 
 
 

**NEW ** Steam cleaning service for 
gardens, patios, car engines as well as 

industrial items including lorries 
 

Phone Tim on 01392 427415 or 07887694873 

Aerials & Satellite 
City & Guilds  NVQ 

 

01363 777190   07841 644395 
 

kev@kevinosborneaerials.co.uk 

 
Aerial Upgrades ** All aspects of Installation and Repair 

** Existing Aerial & Satellite Problems Resolved **  

Discrete Installation ** DAB Radio Aerial ** Extra TV Points 

Free Advice ** Free Quotation Service ** Free Signal Check 
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Hello everyone.  
How are you coping with the present lockdown? A major 
news item that has been announced recently is that a 
treatment has been found that is 94% effective. As was 
said many years ago, by Winston Churchill, “This is not 
the end….But it is, perhaps, the end of the beginning”. 
Let`s hope so. 
 

One sad piece of news is that I heard recently was that a 
valued member of the club has died. The one and only 
Joan McCartney. She was a long time member and had 
served on the committee for a good while, she could, 
latterly, be found looking after the raffle at the club. She 
had to give up, before the first lockdown, due to shortage 
of breath and difficulty in walking. She was always  
cheerful. Our good wishes go to her family at this time. 
 

Now we come to the final section of Sarah`s story of a 
Home help: 
"In a few months, Jean had learned to love the way the 
old people’s faces would light up when she knocked on 
their doors. “Come in”, would be the cry “Come in and tell 
me how you are, how are your children? Come and get 
warm before you start your work. It`s cold upstairs today”. 
And when Jean had to go home, why was it she had a 
little lump in her throat as she waved goodbye through 
the window and looked  at that wrinkled face, so full of 
life’s experiences, smiling  and waving back. “Good-bye 
dear, thank  you for all you have done. I’ll see you next 
week”. “Goodbye. “Thank you for the cup of tea it was 
lovely. See you next week”, was Jean’s reply. 
 

Looking at the little hamlet, Jean realised how many 
friends she had made working with Home Help.  
Worthwhile and trusting, friends who needed her help and 
looked forward to the visit each week. ‘And my old dears’, 
she thought, ‘kind, gentle and difficult as you are  
sometimes, I always need you too. We all need each  
other’. 
 

The light was fading as Jean walked home. She was  
getting near to three stone cottages and saw smoke  
swirling  from the chimney of one. This was where Mrs, 
Dickens lived. She saw the cosy light coming from the 
living room window, and there was Mrs. Dickens sitting in 
her rocking chair, knitting as usual. Mrs. Dickens waved 
to Jean and Jean waved back. A little way down the road 
she saw the grandchildren running towards her. “Hello, 
are you going to see your Gran?”. “Yes we are going for 
tea. She makes smashing cakes with icing on the top”. 
She saw  two children with happy faces race up to Mrs. 
Dicken’s front door and burst in with laughter. How Mrs. 
Dickens loved her grandchildren. As Jean hurried home 
she thought, ‘young and old alike, we all need each other 
all through life’. The End. 
 

I hope you have enjoyed this prize winning story. There 
may be another one day. 
Well this will reach you shortly before Christmas. I would 
like to take this opportunity to wish you all as good a 
Christmas as  possible. Let us all think of the true  
meaning of Christmas, especially this year, new year, 
new hope. 
All the best to you  Continue keeping safe - Hands, Face, 
Space. 

From Angela and all the team. 

THE GREEN CORNER 
 

The UK Health Alliance on Climate Change, which  
includes the BMA, The Lancet, ten royal colleges of  
medicine and nursing as well as well as other health  
professionals says the climate crisis cannot be solved 
without action to cut the consumption of food that causes 
high emissions, such as red meat and dairy products. But 
it also points out that more sustainable diets are also 
healthier and would reduce illness. 
 

The group says food production is responsible for a  
quarter of the world’s greenhouse gas emissions and has 
called for a climate tax to be levied on foods in line with 
their emissions. 
 

Marco Springmann of Oxford University says without a 
drastic reduction of the production and consumption of 
meat and dairy products there is little chance of avoiding 
dangerous levels of climate change 
 

THE HEALTH CORNER 
 

An apple a day? A study published in Science Reports 
involving over 25,000 adults in Norfolk found that food 
and drinks such as tea, apples, grapes, red wine and  
cocoa contain flavon-3-ols which are naturally occurring 
compounds known to be associated with lower risk  
factors for cardiovascular disease. 
 

Measurements of the participants’ intakes of these  
chemicals showed that the difference in blood pressure 
between the lowest 10% of consumption and the highest 
10% was about 4 on the usual blood pressure scale 
(mmHg or mm of mercury). 
 

Not a huge difference I suppose but if it means we can 
drink red wine and eat more chocolate without feeling 
guilty, I’ll drink to that! 

Peter Hanson 

  JUST FOR FUN 
 

My Holiday Plan for 2020 
 

        EXPECTATION      REALITY 
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added to through discussion in the meeting which can be 
put forward to further oppose the application and he will 
conclude his report within the week which he will get back 
to the Council for submission to Devon Counnty Council. 
 

Councillor Swain left the meeting at 8.15pm 
 
48. PLANNING  
48.1 20/01798/FUL  Demolition and replacement of an 
existing single storey studio annexe and outbuildings with 
a new single storey studio annexe, storage sheds and 
workshop at Hackworthy, Trillow Hill. 
Response made:-  This application which is broadly  
supported. The proposed buildings will be approximately 
on the same footprint as the previous construction. The 
proposal is sympathetic to EN12 (woodlands, trees and 
hedge rows), and to EN2A (landscape protection and  
enhancement).  Materials to be used look in keeping with 
the environment.  It is unlikely that there would be any 
major visual impact on neighbours or the landscape. 
There would be no extra traffic issues, once building has 
finished (although we would like to suggest that  
construction deliveries come from Heath Cross and then 
down to Hackworthy from Waddlesdown and not from the 
Nadderwater end, where there is considerable risk of  
environmental damage).  We would however request that 
a condition be set that the new constructions are reserved 
for the private use of the applicants only, and not for any 
commercial or rental purposes . 
 

48.2 20/01803/FUL  Provision of new access and parking 
area at Styles Barton Meadow 
Response made:-  The Parish Council do not support this 
application for the following reasons: 
This application as submitted appeared fairly simple but 
following careful consideration we realised that the  
application had failed to mention the recent planning  
application for the conversion of an adjacent agricultural 
barn under Class Q into two dwellings, which was granted 
prior approval earlier this year under application 20/00074/
NPA.  The Parish Council had stated concerns regarding 
the overdevelopment of this site but being Class Q we had 
little involvement.  This planning history is highly  
significant and relevant in being able to appropriately  
assess this application.  The previous application was for 
an adjacent barn conversion into two dwellings, a large 5 
bedroomed dwelling being allocated 3 parking spaces and 
a smaller 3 bedroomed dwelling being allocated 2 parking 
spaces.  The main property also has existing parking at 
the rear through its original large tarmacked driveway and 
stated in this application as 2 existing spaces.  This  
application proposes to remove a 43 metre section of the  
existing well established hedgerow along the roadside and 
replace with close boarded fencing with a finished  
driveway opening of 6.2 metres between wooden posts.  
There are several points which we feel need to be  
considered:- 
1. The positioning of this new driveway is slightly offset to 
the driveway on the opposite side of the road at Hurston 
Cottage who currently had to cautiously exit their entrance 
onto this stretch of road which is fairly narrow and even 
though it is set in the 30mph speed limit it is just short of 
the change-over to 60mph.  We feel an additional  
entrance onto this stretch of road could be hazardous.  
The previous application stated that the existing access 
has adequate visibility onto the highway and there will be 
space for vehicles to have on-site parking. 
2. The removal of such a large section of hedge and 
replacing it with even more close boarded fencing is not in 
keeping with the rural scene and would produce an  
adverse visual impact which would contravene Policy 
EN2A.  The replacement of a veteran hedgerow with a 

 WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
12th NOVEMBER 2020 
 

DRAFT Minutes of Virtual Meeting of Whitestone Parish 
Council held at 7.30pm on Thursday 12th November 2020 
to be ratified on 10th December 2020. 
 
Attendance:- Chair – Councillor T Miles. 
Councillors   M Belt, V Bryant, L Dyer, A Evans, L Fairley, 
       C Galton, D Jones, P Lee, S Llewelyn  
County Councillor A Connett (left at 7.45pm) 
District Councillor A Swain (left at 8.15pm) 
Mrs P Vaughan – Clerk to the Council 
Mr M Harris, Mr G Fielding. 
 

Prior to the Parish Council meeting, the Councillors had 
discussion with Mr Rob Murdock of RMA Environmental 
regarding the application DCC/4101/2018 for Lower Hare 
Farm.  Importation of 350,000m

3
 of inert soils and topsoils 

for the land raising of previously disturbed land that is not 
capable of sustaining commercial agriculture. 
 
44. Declaration of Interests 
Cllr Evans to declare an interest in the planning  
application for Hackworthy, Trillow Hill and took no part in 
the discussions. 
 
45.   Minutes of the virtual Council Meeting held on  
Thursday 8th October 2020. 
 
46.1 County Councillor Connett requested that he may 
submit his comments as he wished to leave the meeting 
early.   He advised that although he could not comment 
on the Lower Hare Farm application because he  
remained neutral and was involved in the decision making 
he advised that residents and the Council should submit 
their representations as early as possible in order to meet 
the deadline of 24th November and also to send their 
comments directly to the members of the Devon  
Management Committee.  He confirmed that a site  
meeting had taken place and he had attended.  
 

46.2 He stated that Devon County Council had launched 
the Holiday Hunger Scheme which had been allocated 
£2.1million to provide school meals to children during the 
period of Christmas and Easter 2021 and encouraged 
people in need to apply. 
 

46.3 Mr Guy Fielding asked a question on behalf of the 
STAWL opposition group regarding timings, and a  
response and was given by Councillor Connett in regard 
to the Devon View planning application and he indicated 
that this is now being decided by an Appeal and would be 
discussed further by Councillor Swain    
 

Councillor Connett then left the meeting at 7.45pm. 
 
47.1 District Councillor Swain requested to continue to 
report regarding the Devon View application as he also 
would like to leave the meeting and spoke regarding the 
recent events and procedures.  The Teignbridge planning 
officer had now indicated that she would be presenting a 
delegated refusal which would be sent to the planning 
inspectorate and the application would be given a new 
Appeal reference.  Cllr Miles confirmed that she had also 
spoken to the planning officer and had been advised the 
new reference of 20/00056/NONDET. 
 

47.2 Further discussion took place regarding the planning 
application DCC/4101/2018 -  Lower Hare Farm.  Cllr 
Miles stated that the Parish Council have again consulted 
Mr Murdock of RMA Environmental to review the  
technical details against the Regulation 25 request and he 
has suggested further substantive points which were then 
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fence does nothing to enhance landscape character and 
also consider that it would be contrary to TDC’s Climate 
Emergency Plan to reduce carbon emissions. 
3. There are a number of entrances already along this 
stretch where hedging has been replaced with fencing.  
Even though it is not a wildlife corridor there would be a 
significant loss to ecology and biodiversity, Policy EN8.  
We could not help but note the photo of the very severely 
flailed hedgerow included by the ecologist which was 
very much different to the Google image taken previously 
by a very much healthier looking hedge which was of 
concern. 
4. The other main point noted was the proposed physical 
location of this new parking area in respect to the  
previously approved conversion which was submitted by 
this same applicant, it is positioned right outside the  
master bedroom of the 5 bedroomed dwelling, with  
windows on this elevation and doors opening to the front.  
This would cause, privacy issues, noise nuisance,  
exhaust fumes and light nuisance and would not be  
acceptable as would affect the amenity of this dwelling.  
(Whether built or not, there is a 3 year window in which to 
commence works and therefore has to be included as if 
built – cumulative effects). 
5.  This application is proposing the creation of an  
additional 2 parking spaces to make a total of 4 for the 
main property but it is noted that there was also another 
5 designated parking spaces set aside by the owner for 
the conversion which would make a total of 9 car parking 
places for this site.  We do not feel this is necessary and 
is “over development of the site”.  The Google image of 
the main property shows a very large existing driveway at 
the rear. 
 

48.3 20/00230/FUL – Devon View.  Change of use of 
agricultural land and conversion of existing buildings to 
commercial use (Use Classes B1, B2 & B8) including 
widening of existing access 
It was reported that this is now being decided by an  
Appeal. 
 

48.4 DCC/4101/2018 -  Lower Hare Farm.  Importation of 
350,000m

3
 of inert soils and topsoils for the land raising 

of previously disturbed land that is not capable of  
sustaining commercial agriculture. 
This item was discussed further in regard to the review of 
latest Regulation 25 information and the following key 
points were presented by Councillor Jones:- 
• The information provided by the applicants has been 
reviewed by RMA Environmental.  It concludes that the 
submitted Environmental Statement does not comply 
with the EIA Regulations and does not prove compliance 
with Policies W1, W5, W7, W14 or W28 of the Devon 
Waste Plan.  It recommends that the application should 
be refused on the grounds of non-compliance with EIA 
Regulations and with key planning policies.   
• The DCC Landscape Officer has said that the  
proposed site location is considered unsuitable for an 
inert waste landfill operation as the site lies in an area of 
great landscape value which provides an important part 
of the landscape setting of the City of Exeter. 
• If Natural England’s advice is followed then the   
estimated duration of the land raising would have to be 
extended from 10 years to at least 25 years, adding 
heavier weight to the Landscape Officers’ conclusions. 
• No assessment has been provided of the amount 
and quality of in-situ soil resources available for re-use, 
contrary to the Regulation 25 request and paragraph 4 of 
the Schedule 4 of the Environmental Impact Regulations 
(2017). 
• No assessment of the impact on soil quality after the 
proposed land raising has been provided, contrary to the 

Regulation 25 request and paragraph 4 of Schedule 4 of 
the Environmental Impact Regulations (2017). 
• The likely sources of soils to be imported have not 
been identified, as required by the second Regulation 25 
request.  Without this information it is not possible to con-
sider reasonable alternative locations for the disposal of 
soils which might result in greater benefit anr/or less    
environmental damage. 
• It also means that it is not possible to prove         
compliance with Waste Plan Policies W7 (Waste          
Disposal) and W27 (Transportation and Access), both of 
which seek to minimise the distance that waste is       
transported.  Also because of the absence of information 
on likely soil sources the adverse impact on climate 
change cannot be determined contrary to one of the key 
objectives in the Devon Waste Plan. 
• The revised biodiversity metric has shown that the 
proposed development will result in a net loss in on-site 
biodiversity of such magnitude that it can only be        
compensated by off-site mitigation.  The limitations and 
uncertainties contained within the air quality and noise 
assessments have not been adequately described,      
although required by the Regulation 25 request and     
paragraph 6 of Schedule 4 of the Environmental Impact 
Regulations (2017) 
• Assumptions and methodologies have been chosen 
to ensure that adverse effects are significantly and wrong-
ly underestimated. 
• No assessment of cumulative environmental impact 
on landscape, ecology, biodiversity, air quality, or climate 
change have been provided or considered.  This is  
contrary to the Regulation 25 request and paragraph 5 of 
the Schedule 4 of the Environmental Impact regulations 
(2017). 
• Access to the operational areas is now to be via a 
section of track that was constructed contrary to the   
planning permission granted for a farm access track in 
2016.  This is dismissed by the applicants as a “minor 
amendment” demonstrating a worrying disregard for both 
planning law and the environment.   
• Historic satellite imagery does show that the         
proposed catchment ponds for run-off are to be sited on 
land that was used for the unregulated landfill abandoned 
in 2006.  As no contaminated land report has been      
provided, other than a Phase 1 desktop review, there will 
be a risk that any contamination from buried hazardous or 
infectious waste material would be carried into the        
Alphinbrook via the catchment ponds. 
 
Cllr Miles then asked Councillors to vote upon this issue 
that the application be strongly objected to and that the 
same approach as previous, i.e. submitting two separate 
reports to Devon County Council,  one from Whitestone 
Parish Council and one with the RMA Technical          
Consultant’s Report submitted from the Parish Council 
Chair should be applied.   The vote was taken and this 
was unanimously agreed. 
 

48.5 20/01752/HOU  Two storey extension at 6 Church 
Lane. 
Response:- The proposed application is for a two-storey 
side extension on the south side of the property to provide 
increased accommodation for the applicant’s family. This 
proposed extension is felt to be quite large being double 
the width of the present conservatory and extending the 
full length of the south side of the property. However, 6 
Church Lane sits in a spacious plot with space between 
the existing property and its neighbour so probably would 
be able to support this proposed sized extension. The 
neighbours, we understand, are not unduly concerned by 
this planning application as there will be no windows    
facing towards their property and therefore they won’t be 
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overlooked.  At the time of writing our response to this 
planning application no Ecology Report had been  
submitted to establish whether bat activity is present which 
might be an important factor to be considered when the 
existing roof is disturbed when joining to the new extension 
roof.  It is understood that no trees or hedging will need to 
be removed and no increased traffic is envisaged once 
building work is completed.  This application is therefore 
supported. 
 
PLANNING GRANTED 
48.6 20/01572/FUL  Alterations to disabled exit ramp by 
increasing the width and decreasing the slope at 
Whitestone Parish Hall. 
 

48.7 20/01016/HOU  Two storey side extension, single 
storey front extension, conversion of outbuildings to  
habitable accommodation and hipped roof over  
outbuildings at 2 Barton Cottages. 
 
PLANNNG APPEAL 
48.8 Appeal Decision by the Planning Inspectorate 
20/00018/REF  Appeal against the refusal of planning  
permission for 19/01413/FUL – change of use of  
agricultural land to rear to self-storage business (Use 
Class B8) and associated works.   It has been reported 
that the Appeal is dismissed. 
 
49. MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 
49.1 Latest Covid 19 Lockdown  
It was reported that there are no constraints for the  
playpark this time.  It was reported that signs have been 
posted reminding users of the need for sanitising  
equipment and social distancing and although some  
sanitising had been done previously it was felt that this 
should be a parental responsibility.  It was reported that 
there had been a socially distanced gathering to mark  
Remembrance on the 11th November. 
 

49.2 Teignbridge Climate Emergency 
To be deferred to a future meeting 
 

49.3 Grants   
The following grants were proposed and seconded and 
approved:- 
Parochial Church Council (for inclusion of minutes in the 
Church Parish Magazine)           £200.00 
Whitestone Gardening Club for tending the Community 
Garden adjoining Crossway Park         £150.00 
Donation to the British Legion Poppy Appeal        £50.00 
 

49.4 School Houses  
Following the installation of heaters at 2 School Houses 
there was a request  from 1 School Houses for installation 
of new heaters.  There has been no response from the firm 
who were requested to assess the current heating and this 
is at present in obeyance. 
 

49.5 Crossway Park  
Cllr Fairley reported having obtained three estimates for 
the removal of the faulty Bear Springer and the installation 
of new equipment which would be in the form of a Boat 
Springer. This has been quoted as £4,800 + VAT from  
Trevor Parsons of Somerset.  It was proposed and  
seconded that this equipment should be purchased. The 
installation of the painted pebbles and the Remembrance 
poppies which had been placed in the garden has been 
much admired and it was suggested by Cllr Belt that some 
shelving be placed so that the pebbles could be displayed 
for the future. 
 

49.6 Parish Lengthsperson 
Cllr Belt reported that Mr Blades had been busy removing 
litter and branches throughout the Parish and had difficulty 

in disposing of large items at the Recycling Centre  
because he had a van and, although dumped items had 
been reported to Teignbridge, they had not been removed.  
Cllr Belt also reported that following complaints from local 
parishioners the dog bin on the green has been re-sited 
again.   
 
50. MATTERS RAISED BY THE CHAIRMAN 
50.1 Cllr Miles asked that people are aware of the Exeter 
City Council planning for a major development of 80  
dwellings being built at Exwick Lane, Redhills which would  
affect the Whitestone residents and encouraged  
representations to be sent in. 
  
50.2 Cllr Miles informed the three new Councillors that 
there are training courses available for fresh Councillors 
and they indicated that they would be interested in  
attending.  In addition Cllr Evans agreed to undertake the 
Finance for Councillors Course and assist in budget setting 
next month.  Details will be investigated. 
 

50.3 Cllr Miles reported that the tenants at 2 School  
Houses had requested funding towards some paint in  
order to make good areas where the installation of new 
heaters had been carried out the she had approved this as 
a good option not requiring a painter/decorator to be  
involved.  
 

50.4 Carter Geering had advised the Council on the 
change in Government Policy due to Covid 19 regarding 
tenancy agreements and the “Right to evict” due to rental 
arrears and they had suggested than an insurance policy 
be considered to cover against this eventuality.  The policy 
offered is £30 per month per property.  After discussion it 
was resolved that the policies should be obtained for one 
year. 
 
51. FINANCE  
Income 
51.1  1 School Houses rent to 29th November 2020 
£750.00 - £72.00 (includes £12.00 VAT) =       £678.00 
51.2  2 School Houses rent to 1st December 2020 
£825.00 - £79.20 (includes £13.20 VAT) =       £745.80 
Expenditure 
The following expenditure having been proposed and  
seconded for payment cheques were signed by  
Cllrs Miles and Belt.   
51.3 Pyne Electrical services (includes £594.00 VAT)  
(Cheque 1535)        £3,564.00  
51.4 Whitestone Gardening Club (Cheque 1536)     £50.00  
51.5 Whitestone Parochial Church Council  
       (Cheque 1537)          £200.00  
51.6 British Legion Poppy Appeal (Cheque 1538)    £50.00  
51.7 Mr L Blades (Cheque 1539)         £358.77  
 
52. REPORTS 
52.1 Cllr Bryant raised the issue of Wildlife Wardens as 
promoted by Action on Climate in Teignbridge (ACT) and  
Cllr Miles indicated that she would place a note in the  
Parish Magazine as this is a community scheme. 
 

52.2 Cllr Jones reported that he has sold his house and 
will be moving from Whitestone shortly and will therefore 
be resigning his position on the Parish Council and this will 
be his last meeting.  The meeting expressed regret at  
losing someone who had been such a valuable member of 
the Council since May 2019 but wished him every success 
for his future. 
 
The next meeting will be a virtual meeting on Thursday 
10th December 2020 at 7.30pm. 
Topic: Whitestone Parish Council Meeting 
Join Zoom Meeting 
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 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8492542955?
pwd=aGRkaEORWU1YTIYcTBjdlp4ckwzQT09 
Meeting ID: 849 2564 2955    Passcode: 991087 
 

The meeting closed at 10pm. 

Conclusion - The planning officer has deliberated her find-
ings and will now write a delegated refusal to the planning 
inspectorate, this will be available to view on the new ap-
plication appeal number when it is submitted. There is 
currently a 3-4 week backlog with validating any new ap-
peals. Please submit your representations when asked 
and then expect about a 6 month wait before the decision 
is finalised. Stay positive. 
 

Apart from Devon View, the Lower Hare Farm Landfill  
application (DCC/4101/2018) has eventually come around 
for decision by the Devon Management Committee. This 
is highly contentious and probably one of the most  
objected to applications that the Devon County Council 
Planning department has encountered. This is due in part 
to the fact that this proposal is subject to an  
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and this requires 
a whole raft of technical assessments to ensure that the 
environmental effects of the proposed development are 
properly considered. When vital information is missing the 
applicant is requested to provide this additional  
information, as most of you are aware this is done under a 
regulation 25 request, this has now happened twice and 
the applicant has again provided additional information. 
 

Even after a long wait, it still appears that the information 
provided lacks essential information and has effectively 
failed to meet the 2nd regulation 25 request. This is highly 
irregular and, even though the Devon Planning  
department have bent over backwards to assist the  
applicant, the criteria has still not been met. The Parish 
Council have responded appropriately on your behalf. We 
await the decision with interest on the 2nd December. 
 

Action on Climate Teignbridge (ACT) – Wildlife Wardens 
The ACT Ecology Group is looking for parish-based,  
volunteer Wildlife Wardens. You are needed to help  
support, protect and increase our district’s wildlife and  
improve its chances of surviving the ecological and  
climate emergencies we face. Wildlife Wardens need to 
love wildlife but don’t need specialist knowledge, Training 
will be provided. 
 

Anyone who is interested in or knowledgeable about  
wildlife/ecology can become a Warden. This is a  
community initiative and not run by the Parish Council. In 
the first instance, please contact Councillor Lou Dyer if 
you are interested - email: cllr.lou.dyer@gmail.com 
 

Light up Whitestone to show we care 
How about creating some festive cheer by doing a little 
more with lights and decorations this year to make it a 
happy experience to walk around the village.  It is sad how 
people have had to hide away this year just to stay safe 
and this has inevitably caused some loneliness.  Around 
the second week of December what about everyone  
adding at least a small decoration in a window, maybe 
even a battery operated candle.  This will show we care 
and may warm the hearts of those who can only peer out 
of a window but, if they can see the lights, it would give 
them some encouragement.  All lights must be turned out 
at a reasonable hour to respect the dark skies and  
nocturnal wildlife that we must protect. 
 

One last thing, the Parish Council wish to extend their 
gratitude to everyone who voluntarily helps out in the  
village in one way or another and you are invited to write 
in and request funding for any resources needed. We are 
proud of our village and we know you are too. Thank you 
all. 
 
Look after yourselves and stay safe, 
Councillor Tanya Miles 
Chair of Whitestone Parish Council  

 

                  Whitestone Parish Council 
                      Message from the Chair 

 
 
 
 

Hello everyone,  
It has been an extremely busy month for the Parish 
Council particularly for planning applications. Many of you 
know that I have been heavily involved in objecting to the 
application known as Devon View in Whitestone, 
(20/00230).  
 

Following a continual stream of valid objections against 
this application and a 9 month long wait, we were then 
advised that the applicant had taken the application to 
appeal for non-determination by Teignbridge District 
Council. This is most irregular and the planning officer 
was as surprised as we were.  She had been actively 
engaged with the applicant right up to the point that they 
notified her of their decision. This is lawful and the 
applicant had crafted the opportunity by not agreeing to 
an extension date for determination even though a date 
had been offered by TDC but not formally agreed  
between the parties. The applicants must have realised 
that things were not going their way and decided to jump 
forward to the appeal stage without awaiting the decision. 
The planning officer is obliged to work with the applicant 
under the NPPF Framework Paragraph 38 which states 
that LPA’s are required to approach decisions “in a  
positive and creative way”. This was done rigorously and 
we are assured that every representation that has been 
submitted by the community has been read and  
considered and where this raised questions these were 
then discussed with the applicant/agent or relevant  
statutory consultee to see if the issue had been  
addressed or could or would be covered under mitigation.  
 

Due to the requirement in the application for the change 
of use classification from agricultural to B1, B2 and B8, 
this was a stumbling block in so much as it had to be a 
suitable change for any business of that classification to 
occupy the site rather than just the particular applicant, 
which is one of our major areas of concern. The applicant 
has majored on rural diversification of a farm which is 
Policy EC3 of the local plan which apparently is  
acceptable. The current position is that the application will 
be determined by the planning inspectorate under appeal 
and the new appeal application reference will be 
20/00056/NONDET.  We are assured that all of the  
existing representations will be sent forward and included 
in the determination and each person who had made an 
earlier representation will be written to by the inspectorate 
asking if you wish to make a further comment. The weight 
of public opinion will count and it is important to continue 
submitting your robust objections when you are invited to 
do so. Also think about relevant conditioning in case the 
application is considered for approval, look at the  
guidance under the NPPF Paragraph 55 which makes it 
clear the criteria that any conditions would have to meet 
for them to be successfully applied. Anyone can suggest 
conditioning if it satisfies the criteria. 
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WHITESTONE BIRDING and Other Beasties 
 
I know that many people enjoyed an increased  
awareness of the birds in their gardens and hearing the 
dawn chorus during lockdown and hope that you continue 
to do so. Feeding the birds is a great way during the  
winter months to encourage birds to the garden and there 
are various different foods that can be put out. Peanuts 
are a good staple which will attract the tits (blue, great, 
coal, long-tailed and if you are very lucky marsh), great 
spotted woodpeckers, nuthatches and starlings.  
Sunflower seed attracts the finches (goldfinch, greenfinch 
and chaffinch), house sparrow and wood pigeon as well 
as the species that visit the peanuts.  
A few tips here. Firstly, if you get sunflower hearts, they 
are a bit more expensive but will produce less mess  
under the feeder. If you have sunflower seed the cases 
that the birds discard can be usefully added to the  
compost heap! A tray under the feeder will help to keep 
the area underneath clean. Often the spilled food is  
eaten by robins and dunnocks whilst a few apples that 
are going over can be scattered on the ground for the 
blackbirds and song thrush. 
 

Fat balls also make a good additional food which is  
appreciated by starlings and house sparrows in particular. 
Please do also use a proper fat ball feeder. Many fat balls 
are sold in small mesh bags. The theory is good but far 
too often birds get their feet trapped in the mesh  
leading to a slow death. 
 

As ever, hygiene is important so please do clean your 
feeders regularly as well as the areas under the feeders. 
Bread and cake are bad news for the birds. They will en-
joy both but will feel well-fed without having the  
proteins and fat that they need – a bit like us eating too 
many crisps. Water is also important both for drinking and 
bathing. The house sparrows here enjoy bathing in a 
plant pot saucer on the ground, but just be aware that 
cats might also find this irresistible for the wrong reason! 
 

You may have heard that this year has been what is 
called a ‘mast’ year. This means that there has been 
plenty of wild food available for them. Several people 
have noted that their gardens have been quieter birdwise 
and this may well be the reason why. We will wait and 
see what happens during the winter. 
 

Late autumn, early winter is here again with a changeover 
of birds. In this area there has been a good movement of 
redwing and fieldfare recently – both belonging to the 
thrush family. The fieldfare is the larger of the two being 
about the same size as a mistle thrush. It can be  
identified by its grey head, white armpits and ochre  
coloured breast. Its presence is often first noticed by a 
loud schack-schack-schack call. This compares with the 
mistle thrush which has large black spots on a white 
breast and whose call sounds like a football rattle. Both 
species can be seen in the churchyard with the mistle 
thrush being present all year round. The field behind the 
village hall is also a good place to see redwing and  
fieldfare later in the winter. 
 

The slightly smaller autumn arrival is the redwing. A very 
neat thrush, roughly the size of a song thrush, with a 
broad white stripe above the eye – known as a  
supercilium – and rich red armpits. This makes a tseep-
tseep call which can often be heard as the birds migrate 
during the night. All of these species often move in the 
same flock and they are been regularly seen along the 
road from the church moving high in the trees. They are 
very flighty. 
 

Perhaps a bird that we do not expect to see migrate is the 
wood pigeon. You may have seen large flocks of them 

flying over the village. Flocks can consist of up to 1,000 
birds. These are probably birds from north and east  
Europe which are spending the winter here.  
 

As far as ‘other beasties’ are concerned the highlight of 
the summer had to be the hedgehogs that visited the  
garden regularly up until about mid-October.  
 
It looks as though there was a large female present and a 
smaller hog (although it grew fairly rapidly). Hopefully they 
have gone to find a suitable site to hibernate.  

The wildlife camera gave some good images with a  
surprising supporting cast at times. For a while a ginger 
cat visited regularly. There were also a few wood mice and 
the most unexpected visitor was a fox cub who kept  
pinching the food bowls! 
 

The moth trap was out regularly in the summer. Generally, 
there appear to have been fewer moths around. However, 
there were a large range of species. Some have amazing 
names like the Lackey and the Lobster Moth with another 
being called an Uncertain! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the meantime, enjoy your birding and watching the birds 
in the garden. Keep an eye out for anything that looks  
unusual and stay safe.           
             Judith Read                                                                                         
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Building Surveys 
Defect & Repair Advice 

Expert witness 
Architectural design 

Contract Administration        
Party Wall 

Dilapidations 

 

GARETH  J  CLATWORTHY 
 

Interior & Exterior Quality Decorating 
 

‘LOWER HURSTON’ 
 Tel: (01392) 811819                                Tedburn Road 
          07925 054796                                      Whitestone 
    gj.clatworthy@gmail.com                                     Devon   
                          EX4  2HF 

     

          Stephen Heathcote 
         Property Surveying 
 
 

    Pound Farm 
    Whitestone 
    Exeter  EX4 2HP 
    shpsurveying@btinternet.com  
    www.shpsurveying.co.uk 
    07711 047372  
 

 Your Local    
         Chartered Building Surveyor & 

 Architectural Designer       

 

 

RM House &  
Commercial Clearance 

including 
 

Houses, Workshops, Garages & Gardens 
Any size job 

 

Call/txt 07578 869 650  

HOMEWORKS 
 

Carpentry 
 

General maintenance and 
Refurbishment 

 

Dealing with all types of maintenance 
 

Painting and Decorating 

H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A Y 
 
 

Carpenter & Joinery Manufacturer 
 
 

Pitt Farm, Churchtown, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2LG 
 
 

07710 434760 (mobile)    01392 811829 (tel/ans) 

Mitchell Funeral Services 
 

Your local Funeral Directors 

In your time of need we'll take care of all the funeral 
arrangements.  Call us 24 hours a day. 

We also supply Funeral Pre-Payment Plans 
 

King William Street, Exeter EX4 6PD 
Tel: 01392 272682 
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GARDENING CLUB FOR DECEMBER 

 
Here we are at the last month of the year. Will there 
be sparkly lights and family get togethers? The only 
certainty is that your steadfast friend - your garden - 
will be out there waiting and welcoming you back. 
 

GIVE YOUR SOIL A BOOST 
A mulch of manure (available at garden centres or 
collect from stables) or garden compost will not only 
improve your soils structure and nutrient levels, it will 
also add micro organicism's that are vital for healthy 
plant growth. 
Simply spread on soil surface where worms and bugs 
will drag it into the root zone over the coming weeks. 
 

A FEW SIMPLE JOBS 
1. Deadhead winter pansies for continued flowering. 
2. Mulch Hellebores . 
3. Check stored apples regularly. 
4. Keep netting on ponds to keep leaf free. 
5. Harvest any remaining root crops. 
6. Tidy greenhouses and sheds, clean pots and tools. 
 

Most of all, the shortest day will pass and we can only 
hope, with the turn of the New Year, there will be 
something to celebrate.  

  Gill   

AVIAN FLU 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR 
ALL POULTRY & CAPTIVE BIRD KEEPERS 

 

You may be aware that there has been a number of  
Avian Influenza cases in the UK, one of which is in  
Devon. An Avian Influenza Prevention Zone (AIPZ) 
has been declared across the whole of England  
effective from 5.00pm on 11 November 2020. 
All poultry keepers in England (whether they have  
commercial flocks or just a few birds in a backyard flock) 
are required by law to take a range of biosecurity  
precautions.  
 

If you keep poultry (including gamebirds or pet birds) or 
other captive birds, you must act now to reduce the risk 
of disease in your birds by following the relevant  
biosecurity measures required within the AIPZ. Your 
stock needs to be feed and watered under cover to  
prevent contamination from wild birds. Good biosecurity 
improves the overall health and productivity of your flock 
by helping keep out poultry diseases such as avian  
influenza and limiting the spread of disease in an  
outbreak. 
 

All bird gatherings within the AIPZ are prohibited and 
the general licence that had permitted bird gather-
ings has been revoked. 
 

For more guidance please visit https://www.gov.uk/
guidance/avian-influenza-bird-flu 
 

If you find dead wild waterfowl (swans, geese or ducks) 
or other dead wild birds, such as gulls or birds of prey, 
you should report them to the Defra helpline at  
03459 33 55 77. 
 

Public Health England advises that the risk to the public’s 
health is very low. Food Standards Agency (FSA) has 
said that on the basis of the current scientific evidence, 
avian influenzas pose a very low food safety risk for UK 
consumers. 
 

Avian influenza is unconnected with coronavirus 
(COVID-19). 
 

Voluntary registration 
You can choose to register fewer than 50 birds, or birds 
you keep as pets. The Animal and Plant Health Agency 
(APHA) encourages you to register even if you do not 
have to by law. 
By registering: 
• APHA will be able to contact you if there’s a disease 

outbreak (such as bird flu) in your area 
• you’ll help prevent the spread of disease and protect 

the national poultry flock 
 
Thank you. 
 
Nicola L J Pearce 
Trading Standards Officer 
e-mail nicola.pearce@devon.gov.uk 
Mob: 07971950919 
Tel: 01392 383000 

JUST FOR FUN 
Lambs to the left of me. Mutton to the right. 

And, here I am. Stuck in the middle with ewe. 
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Action Fraud is warning people selling items online to be 
on the lookout for criminals sending fake PayPal emails. 
   

• Between January 2020 and September 2020, 21,349 
crime reports were made to Action Fraud about fake 
PayPal emails. 

• Victims reported losing a total of £7,891,077.44 during 
this time. 

• Those targeted included people selling jewellery,  
furniture and electronics via online marketplaces. 

• Reports of fake PayPal emails to Action Fraud made 
up a third of all reports of online shopping and auction 
fraud during this period. 

 
How does it happen? 
 

Criminals have been targeting people selling items online, 
by sending them emails purporting to be from PayPal. 
The emails trick victims into believing they have received 
payment for the items they’re selling on the platform. 
 

Typically, after receiving these emails, victims will ship 
the item to the criminal. This leaves them at a further  
disadvantage having not received any payment for the 
item and also no longer being in possession of it. 
 
How can you protect yourself?  
 

• Sellers beware: If you’re selling items on an online 
marketplace, be aware of the warning signs that your 
buyer is a scammer. Scammers may have negative 
feedback history, or may have recently set up a new 
account to avoid getting poor feedback. Don’t be  
persuaded into sending anything until you can verify 
you’ve received the payment. 

• Scam messages: Don’t click on the links or  
attachments in suspicious emails, and never respond 
to messages that ask for your personal or financial 
details. 

• How to spot the difference: A PayPal email will  
address you by your first and last name, or your  
business name, and will never ask you for your full 
password, bank account, or credit card details in a 
message. 

 
If you think you’ve been a victim of fraud, report it to  
Action Fraud online at www.actionfraud.police.uk or by 
calling 0300 123 2040. 
 
 
 
PROTECT YOUR Pa$$W0rD 
 

As we spend more time at home and on our online  
devices, over one third of people say that they’re more 
concerned about cybercrime than physical crime and a 
startling 1 in 5 people have been a victim of cybercrime! 
(survey of 14,000 members of Neighbourhood Watch) 
You could be more at risk than you might think. 
 

If strengthening your passwords is something you keep 
putting off, or you feel overwhelmed by the sea of online 
security information, you’re not alone. 
 

PROTECT YOUR Pa$$W0Rd in 3 easy steps  
1. Create a separate password for your email account 
2. Use 3 random words and augment them* 
3. If possible, turn on two-factor authentication (2FA) 
 

*Go to http://https://www.ourwatch.org.uk/passwords  
  to watch the animation. 

JOBS FOR THE  PARISH LINESMAN 
 

If you notice any damage to Parish property, build up 
of litter, blocked roadside ditches, or any other matter 
that would improve the environment and well-being of 
Parishioners or visitors within the Parish boundaries, 
please contact the Parish Linesman’s line manager: 
 

Cllr Mary Belt on 01392 811374 
 

who will liaise with the Parish Council and schedule 
the tasks. 

A trial to boost re-use of electrical items is taking place 
at Household Waste Recycling Centres across Devon. 
The nearest participating trial site is Pinbrook Recycling 
Centre, Pinhoe, Exeter. 
 

The project, funded by the electricals industry to  
encourage the re-use of electrical items, will initially  
focus on flat screen TVs, vacuum cleaners and lighting. 
 

In 2018/19, over 7,200 tonnes of electrical items were 
recycled through Devon’s recycling centres and the trial 
aims to go one step further and capture any items that 
are still in good working order to keep them in circulation 
for longer. 
 

Residents arriving at participating recycling centres with 
flat screen TVs, vacuum cleaners or lighting will now be 
asked by site staff if the item is still working and in good 
condition. Items that can be reused will be PAT and 
function tested by trained site staff and then made  
available in the site’s reuse shop for the public to buy, 
along with furniture, bric-a-brac and other re-useable 
household items. Non-working electrical items and any 
failing the testing procedure will be recycled. 
 

It is estimated that following the testing process, 33% of 
TVs, 50% of vacuums and 72% of lighting/lamps will be 
suitable to re-use, meaning an additional 48 tonnes of 
electrical goods will be re-used per year at participating 
sites. 
 

Recycling centre re-sale shops are popular with the  
public as they offer a range of household items at  
affordable prices.  Public demand for re-sale shops to 
include electrical items has grown as budget savvy 
shoppers embrace the cost savings of buying re-usable 
goods, whilst also benefiting the environment. 
 

The grant funding has helped provide workshop and 
testing facilities as well as staff training to allow  
re-useable items to be function and safety tested prior to 
re-sale.  It is anticipated that the scheme will be  
self-financing going forward which will help keep it going. 
 
For more information visit www.recycledevon.org. 
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  Gerry Bolt now resident in Whitestone       Gerry@G3promotions.co.uk 
     Tel: 07836 576 615                      www.G3promotions.co.uk 
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MARY’S DAIRY DIARY 
NOVEMBER ON THE FARM 

NATURE  
Low light illuminates the woods, the trees standing like the 
pillars in a cathedral. Little clumps of young deer enjoy the 
social fun of adolescence before their adulthood of  
competition and sexual frustration for the males, and  
motherhood for the females. The last of the fruit clings onto 
the trees and bushes. A walk is a feast of aromas: plants 
rotting, turning back to earth, a whiff of animal from a  
hidden beast and always some unfamiliar waft that comes 
from the myriad fungi.  We see sulphurous coloured penny
-bun shaped mushrooms and decide against taking some 
home to identify if they are edible. 
 
AR ABLE  
Bitten by last year’s rain, we sowed the winter crops early. 
They are now growing lush and leafy in the remaining 
warmth of the soil. Ideally we’d like a little cold weather to 
avoid over-proud crops that will struggle to stay healthy 
overwinter.   It’s lovely to see the clover thriving as it does 
in the autumn when the grass grows less vigorously.  It’s a 
three-leaved tide that looks as if it will overwhelm the 
grass. The tide goes out in the spring, and we hope each 
year the clover will grow more strongly, structuring and 
nourishing the soil. Chicory and other broad leaves we 
have planted in the pastures stop trying to flower and get 
on with producing leaf and grazing interest for the cows. 
 
COWS  
The heifers graze a hidden valley at the top of the farm. It 
has wonderful view, towards Exmoor on one side and  
almost to the coast on the other. Their greeting echoes 
across from the far side of the valley. They associate  
people with food and in this remote part of the farm , where 
they don’t get to see many, they come looking for some 
deliciousness you might give them.  
 
The spring cows are on the last grazing lap before their 
winter rest before calving. We place bales of silage across 
the field to give the cows the good balance of fresh roots 
and leaves for each day. The autumn cows are now in full 
milk; they too are on the last tour of their pastures. They 
are revving up to get in calf, and practicing a lot on their 
friends. We will start giving them a little grass silage as the 
grass growth slows up. 
 
DAIRY  
The milk is lovely and balanced in the cheese dairy, still 
with those lovely grazed grass flavours. It’s great to  
balance the last of the rich late lactation milk with milk with 
stronger protein from the autumn herd.  We are still making 
cheese assuming life will be returning more to normal in a 
year’s time through this year’s turmoils.  All we can do is 
work with the beautiful and interlinked cycles of the natural 
world and keep making lovely cheese. 
 
CHEESE STORE  
The cheeses sit maturing quietly in the cheese store. We 
check at 3 months how the flavours are. We had some 

The last date for  contributions to the 
next Parish Magazine (JANUARY) is 

 

Wednesday 16th December 
 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

magazine@superjock.co.uk 

BOOKING THE PARISH HALL 
 

No new bookings are being taken for the  
Whitestone Parish Hall at present.  

Please contact the Booking Clerk, Caroline  
Honeywill, for the latest information. 

 

Tel: 01392 811245 email: carolinehoneywill@icloud.com 

outstanding intense buttery flavours at our last grading, a 
real pleasure.  At 12 months, we taste again and work out 
where the cheese will go, which customers want which 
flavours.  
 
We select a delicate non-combative flavour to balance our 
home-grown woodsmoke in our smoked cheddar.  We thin 
the native oak woods, singling out the coppice trees to 
make a single tall stem and a noble-looking wood  That 
gives us oak wood, which dries in a stack on the farm. We 
hire a wood chipper in to make little oak chips. We light the 
smoker fire with oak shavings, and damp the fire down 
with the slowly-smouldering chips. We blow air gently 
across the burning face and the smoke moves over the 
cheese, now cut into sixteenths. The smoke gently  
percolates through the cheese overnight. I’m looking for a 
smokey hit at first, then a little dance of the smoke and the 
cheese and then the the cheese flavours unfold. We will 
have smoked some of our 1.8kg mature truckles.  
 
CHEESE & CIDER PAIRING  
I’ve been really enjoying some of the wonderful flavours 
from our Devon cider renaissance: so many new ciders 
from new and established cider makers exploring all of the 
ways of turning our heritage apples into refreshing  
sparkles that balance the luscious and unfolding flavours 
of our cheese. The Devon cider makers claim to have  
invented ‘methode champenoise’. The French disagree, 
and I’m so happy cider makers are reclaiming these old 
techniques. I love the fresh fruit, sweet and sharp, plus the 
tannins of the cider varieties.  And bubbles always cheer 
up a dark November evening.  I love the single variety  
ciders of Sandford Orchards, Find and Foster’s remarkable 
ciders and the lovely ciders of Stoke Hayne.  And those 
are just from our immediate valley. They make a lovely 
pairing for our smoked cheddar: our local trees and our 
local cows celebrating our beautiful landscape on it's way 
to the slumbers of winter.  

 Mary Quicke   
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Shawthorne Bungalow 
Whitestone 

Exeter EX4 2JS         Tel:  01392-811374 
 

Mary Belt 
 

Dressmaking   Curtains   Alterations   Repairs 
Zip Replacements 

 
    Louise Blades 
 

  Saddle Fitter & Stubben Specialist 
                     07764 303 659 
           www.stubben-specialist.co.uk 

 
For all your saddle and accessories requirements 

Large stock of used saddles including Stubben, GFS, 
Pessoa, Bates and Albion 

 

50% off my visit charge with this advert 
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Re-PLANNING APPLICATION FOR  
DEVON VIEW (20/00230/FUL) 
 

Thank you for all the great objections that have been 
submitted.  Some of you will be aware that this  
controversial application has still not been determined 
and that we were informed a few weeks ago that the  
applicant had appealed to the planning inspectorate on 
the grounds of “non-determination”.  
 

As planning “beginners”, this meant very little to us but a 
full explanation is included in the Parish Chairman’s letter 
in this issue (p.13) 
 

It appears that, although frustrating, this “manoeuvre” is 
totally within the rules and the planning officer was  
unable to prevent it.  The good news is that the officer 
was reaching the point of refusal (hopefully this  
conclusion will be mirrored by the inspectorate) and that 
all our objections will be transferred.  We will also be  
given the opportunity to make further representation but, 
due to CV-19, there will be a delay in the process 
and it may take up to 6-8 months for an inspector to be  
assigned to the appeal.  
 

Matthew Harris and Judy Sandford 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HELP ! WANTED 
 

Is there anyone in the parish or  
vicinity who could teach me how to 
stream services and events from St 
Catherine’s church and what  
equipment is needed to do so ? 
We already have a sophisticated 
sound system. 
 
I need to be taught in words of one 
syllable ! 
 

Jane Richards Churchwarden 
St Catherine’s Church,  Whitestone 

01392 811492 
jane@sjaner.plus.com 

JUST FOR FUN 
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THE PROPOSED LANDFILL at LOWER HARE 
FARM, WHITESTONE, EX4 2HW 

PLANNING APPLICATION DCC/4101/2018 

FINAL REMINDER 
PLEASE SEND YOUR OBJECTIONS 

A.S.A.P. 
The more objections there are, on as many different  
aspects of this massively problematic application and from 
as many people as possible, then the greater impact we 
will have on the 15 Devon County Councillors who will be 
meeting on Wednesday 2

nd
 December to decide whether 

to Approve or Reject this application. 
 

The people of Whitestone, Pathfinder Village and Tedburn 
St Mary have already made a massive effort to stop this 
proposal being approved. Things are going our way, and 
we just need a final effort make sure we succeed.  At this 
stage we need to make sure that DCC know that we are 
just as opposed now, if not more so, than we were two 
years ago when the applicants tried to slip this application 
in “under the radar” over Christmas and the New Year 
2018. Our most effective way of making clear our  
continuing opposition to this proposal is for as many  
people as possible to write to (or to phone) each of the 15 
Councillors who are the members of the Development 
Management Committee. Their names and contact details 
are listed below: 
 

Development Management Committee Members: 

Postal addresses can also be found via this link -  

https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/

mgCommitteeMailingList.aspx?ID=131  

We also have our very own 2-for-1 offer. When you write 
to the Councillors, you can also lodge a copy of your letter 
on the DCC website  

https://planning.devon.gov.uk/PlanDisp.aspx?
AppNo=DCC/4101/2018 

or send it by email (stephen.boundy@devon.gov.uk) or 
send it by letter to Stephen Boundy  (Stephen Boundy, 
Senior Planning Officer, Planning, Transportation and  
Environment, Devon County Council , Room 120, County 
Hall, Exeter, EX2 4QD  ) Please remember to include your 
name and address otherwise your objection will be  
ignored. 
In order to be properly taken into consideration, your  
objection must be received by Devon County Council on 
or before Saturday 21st November. That is, the deadline 
applies to when DCC receives your objection, not when 
you sent/posted it. Given the vagaries of communication, I 
think the implications are that it is safer if you do it NOW, 
or as soon as possible, so that there’s no chance of it  
going “astray”. (You might even want to ask for an 
acknowledgement that your objection has been received)   
And looking ahead, please put 2.15pm on 2nd December 
in your calendar. This is when Devon County Council’s  
Development Management Committee (DMC) will be 
meeting to determine the application.  
At this stage we don’t know what the Officer’s Report will 
recommend. This will be published on Tuesday, 24  
November (before the end of the working day) and will be 
available via this link: 
 

   https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?
CId=131&Year=0  
 

This will also include the Agenda for the meeting, which 
will give us an idea of exactly when the Lower Hare Farm 
application will be discussed and decided. 
The meeting will be streamed online and your will be able 
to access it via this link:   

https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?
Cld=131&Year=0 

Follow the menus - Committees, Development  
Management Committee (under Regulatory Bodies), 
Browse meetings, 2nd December 2020, etc. 
 

Although this link will only allow you to watch and listen, it 
is important that the members of the Committee are aware 
that their discussion and the decision they make are being 
watched and watched by large numbers of people 
(Watching the DMC possibly ranks up there with watching 
paint dry most of the time, but on this occasion probably 
ranks with the Matrix).  
 

It is also possible to ask to make a statement to the  
Committee. STAWL will be organising a number of people 
to present the key arguments that mean that the  
application must be rejected, but of course anyone can 
also ask to speak to the Committee. If you want to do this, 
then you will need to write to Gerry Rufolo, the Secretary 
to the Committee (gerry.rufolo@devon.gov.uk ) giving him 
notice of your intention. This has to reach him at least 4 
working days before the meeting, but after the publication 
of the Agenda and Report. My calculation is that you can 
therefore only do this on Wednesday 25th November. 
Before that it’s too early, after that it’s too late. They clearly 
do want to encourage public participation, don’t they?  
Apparently, after you’ve told Gerry Rufolo that you want to 
speak, he will then send you a Teams Invitation to allow 
you to join the meeting 
 

We have all worked really hard to ensure that this  
application is rejected. And we’ve done incredibly well so 
far. Now let’s make sure that we get the outcome we all 
want … bye, bye Planning Application DCC/41010/2018! 
On behalf of the STAWL Co-ordinating Group 

Guy Fielding (Chair) 

Name Phone Email 
Councillor  
Jerry Brook (Chair) 

07714 
233986 

jerry.brook@devon.gov.uk 

Councillor  
Yvonne Atkinson 

01392 
661581 

yvonne.atkinson@devon.gov.uk 

Councillor  
Su Aves 

01392 
272793 

su.aves@devon.gov.uk 

Councillor  
Ray Bloxham 

01404 
515246 

ray.bloxham@devon.gov.uk 

Councillor  
Jackie Hook 

01626 
362070 

jackie.hook@devon.gov.uk 

Councillor  
Alan Connett 

07843 
013705 

alan.connett@devon.gov.uk 

Councillor  
George Gribble 

07863 
291216 

george.gribble@devon.gov.uk 

Councillor  
Ian Hall 

07970 
815966 

ian.hall@devon.gov.uk 

Councillor  
Linda Hellyer 

07828 
758360 

linda.hellyer@devon.gov.uk 

Councillor  
Jacqi Hodgson 

01803 
840526 

jacqi.hodgson@devon.gov.uk 

Councillor  
Richard Hosking 

01752 
690775 

richard.hosking@devon.gov.uk 

Councillor  
Tony Inch 

01237 
730079 

tony.inch@devon.gov.uk 

Councillor  
Philip Sanders 

01822 
612265 

philip.sanders@devon.gov.uk 

Councillor  
Colin Slade 

01884 
252301 

colin.slade@devon.gov.uk 

Councillor  
Jeremy Yabsley 

07885 
282001 

jeremy.yabsley@devon.gov.uk 

https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CId=131&Year=0
https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CId=131&Year=0
https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?Cld=131&Year=0
https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?Cld=131&Year=0
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WHITESTONE SOCIAL CLUB 
(Secretary Bryan Durrant 01392 811328) 
Wishing all Social Club members a safe and happy 
Christmas. 
The Social Club normally meets monthly, mostly in the 
Village Hall, and is a great opportunity to meet other  
people. After the speaker there is a social “bring and 
share” food and drink session. Membership is £12 per 
annum, but non-members are most welcome to join us at 
meetings in the hall (except for the anniversary meal) on 
an occasional basis at a cost of £3.00 per evening.  
Meetings in the hall normally start at 7:30pm.  
All meetings are currently cancelled due to COVID and 
are not expected to restart until March 2021 at the  
earliest. This date will be reviewed as the COVID  
situation changes.  
 
PILATES 
The Whitestone Pilates group session has continued to 
meet on a Monday evening, though in cyberspace.  
Caroline Dodd, our fantastic instructor, has provided an 
amazing steady and reliable service, with the option for 
people to attend more than once a week if they choose.   
 

We are planning to restart in the village hall as soon 
as  this becomes possible, which will not be until 2021.   
In the meantime we will continue on Zoom to keep strong 
and stretched out. 

Judy Sanford and Martin Fairley 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Please contact the Parish Clerk, Pat Vaughan, for the 
latest information.  (01392 411628) or view the 
Whitestone website www.whitestone-devon.org.uk 
 

      TABLE TENNIS  SHORT MAT BOWLS 
 
  CUBAN AIRWAVES        WHITESTONE WALKERS 
 
  WHITESTONE GARDENING CLUB 
 
  ARTS & CRAFTS MORNINGS       SOCIAL CLUB 
 
          WHITESTONE HANDBELL RINGERS 
 
 WHITESTONE CHRISTIAN PRAYER GROUP 
 
CHURCH BELL RINGING  BENEFICE CHOIR 
 
VILLAGE VOICES     FLOWER ARRANGING CLASSES 
 

All the above cancelled until further notice. 
 
VILLAGE VOICES  
Village Voices are still locked down and likely to be so 
until a vaccine arrives, however should there be a  
possibility to gather outside for "Carol Singing". David 
Lee and myself are ready to spring into action. 
 

We hope that you are all surviving this music free time 
and listening to all the beautiful music available on line. 
I subscribed to Voces8 "Live from London Festival" from  
1

st
 August to October. It was really excellent as each 

group was singing together for the first time in 6 
months. It cost £10 per concert but was of such variety 
and exceptional standard. We were able to listen to 
each concert as often as we liked and are looking  
forward to the Christmas season with some exciting 
Gospel groups included. I think you can buy each one 
singly, should you wish. 
 

Best wishes for Christmas and the New Year if we don't 
meet up. 

Liz 

 

The Whitestone Parish Hall will be closed until 1st January 2021 at the earliest. 
This date will be reviewed in line with national guidance. 

 

 

Easy Christmas Trivia Questions 

Q1: In the song “Frosty the Snowman,” what made Frosty come to life? 

Q2: What Christmas decoration was originally made from strands of silver? 

Q3: Who played George Bailey in the Christmas classic “It’s a Wonderful Life?” 

Q4: Per a recent holiday fad, what “spy” hides around the house, reporting back to 

       Santa on who has been naughty and nice? 

Q5: What Christmas beverage is also known as “milk punch?” 

Q6: One of Santa’s reindeer shares a name with a famous symbol of Valentine’s Day. 

       Which reindeer is that? 

Q7: What Christmas-themed ballet premiered in Saint Petersburg, Russia in 1892? 

Q8: In 1981, Bob and Doug McKenzie released their own version of a classic  

      Christmas song. Which song is that? 

Q9: What animated 2004 film is about a train that carries kids to the North Pole on 

       Christmas Eve? 

FOR SALE 
Christmas Present? - For sale - Brown, 17", 
Barnsby straight out/working hunter type saddle. 
Offers over £500 please. For more details, please 
call Esther Robinson 01392 252695. 


