
  

 

 
 
 

 
ST. CATHERINE, WHITESTONE 

 
with 

 
Pathfinder Village 

 
and 

 

ST. THOMAS, OLDRIDGE 
 

P a r i s h   M a g a z i n e 
 
 

 
           Rector 

 

Reverend Martin Wood, The Rectory, Church Lane,  
Cheriton Bishop  EX6 6HY  01647 24119 

 
 

Whitestone and Oldridge Churchwardens 
 

Dr. Jane Richards, Quarryfield House, Whitestone  EX4 2JS 
(01392 811492) 

 

Kay Norrington, Glebe House, Church Lane, Whitestone  EX4 2LF 
(Mobile: 07717 826711  Tel: 01392 811428) 

A HappyNewYear to all our readers 

JANUARY 2021 Price 50p 
Annually £5 
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NORTH KENN MISSION COMMUNITY 
 
 

SERVICES FOR JANUARY 2021 
 

 
Sunday  January 3

rd
 

 

9.30 am  Whitestone      Holy Communion          Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30 am  Holcombe Burnell Holy Communion             Revd Martin Wood 
11.00 am  Tedburn  St Mary     Informal Worship              Revd Martin Wood 
6.00 pm  Cheriton Bishop   Evening Prayer               Revd Martin Wood 
 
Sunday  January 10

th
 

 

9.30 am Holcombe Burnell    BCP said Communion       Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30 am  Whitestone    Parish Communion         Revd Martin Wood 
11.00 am Cheriton Bishop   Family Service       Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm  Pathfinder    Prayer and Fellowship 
3.00 pm Tedburn  St Mary Evening Prayer              Revd Martin Wood       
      
Sunday  January 17

th
 

 

9.00 am   Tedburn St Mary   Holy Communion     Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30 am  Cheriton Bishop   Parish Communion     Revd Martin Wood 
11.00 am Whitestone    Family Service           Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm  Pathfinder    Evensong        Revd Martin Wood  
6.00 pm  Holcombe Burnell Evensong       Lay led 
     
Sunday  January 24

th
 

 

8.00 am  Cheriton Bishop    Holy Communion     Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30 am  Tedburn St Mary  Parish Communion                  Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.00 am Holcombe Burnell Family Service              Lay led 
3.00 pm Pathfinder   United Service 
3.00 pm Whitestone     Evensong                           Lay led 
 
Sunday January 31

st 

  

10.30 am  Whitestone   Team Communion       Revd Tim Gorringe 
 
Pathfinder 10.30 am 
 

Thursday  January 6
th 

   Holy Communion    Revd Martin Wood 
Thursday  January 21

st 
     Morning Prayer     Revd Martin Wood  
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FROM THE RECTOR 

 
 

A new hope for a New Year 
 
The year of 2020 will be remembered for the outbreak of Covid-19, social distancing, national 
lockdowns and sadly many more deaths than would normally be expected. It has been a very long 
time with little prospect of things changing soon. The hope of the vaccine seemed a long way into 
the future with no guarantee of an effective one. As I write today, Advent is about to start and 
there are now three vaccines awaiting regulatory approval. It seems both unimaginable and  
exciting at the same time. The prospect that in the first quarter of the New Year that the most  
vulnerable and frontline health workers will be protected against the potentially deadly disease is 
quite remarkable and wonderful.  
 
One of the themes of Advent and Christmas is a light shining in the darkness. Darkness can not 
stand against light. During this pandemic it has felt like we are trapped in a dark tunnel with little 
or no prospect of light at the end. In this situation you have no idea how far you have to travel to 
reach the light. The vaccine was the light and now we have an idea that things will be radically  
different in a matter of months for the most vulnerable! The pandemic reminds us all that we need 
to support and help each other. We cannot or should not think we can live wholly independently. 
We are reminded of the importance of our families and friends. We are reminded to look out for 
those in need around us, so that we might offer help and support. These qualities should continue 
to grow and develop, and not be left aside for the next crisis. The amazing thing about Christmas 
is God comes to us and shares in our life experiences. He reaffirms the importance of serving and 
helping others. We are encouraged to be a caring community looking after each other and the 
created world. 
 
The New Year promises real hope and a new order with freedoms restored. There is a real  
danger that we go back to how we were before the pandemic and forget the lessons of valuing 
our health care and looking out for vulnerable people. We should want to add some of the good 
things we have learnt into this New Year. There are some real challenges for our environment and 
the way we want to live that should not be lost in freedoms regained.  
 

The world has already changed and moved in a new direction, we need to find new ways of being 
and serving. The excitement of Advent and Christmas should help us to find a new way of life and 
being in a New Year of restored freedom and promise. God reminds us that how we use freedom 
is profoundly life changing. Selfishness restricts life, selflessness gives new hope. 
 

Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY 01647 24119 
(Tuesday to Sunday) revwood163@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 

 

 

The minimum subscription for regular subscribers for 2021 will be 

£3 .00 to take account of the lost magazines due to coronavirus. 
 

However, if you wish to help the magazine’s finances with a donation, 

we would be very grateful if the usual amount of £5.00 was paid. 
 

For new subscribers, the annual cost for 12 copies remains at £5.00. 
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Unit 7 
GD Units 
Cofton Road 
Marsh Barton 
Exeter  
EX2 8QW 
 

Email:  info@westcoastwindows.co.uk 
Web:    www.westcoastwindows.co.uk 

 

Contact: Nigel Gribble or Mike Melluish 

 

ALUMINIUM  -  DOMESTIC  -  PVC WINDOWS 
DOORS  -  CONSERVATORIES  -  SHOP FRONTS 

  CURTAIN WALLING 
 
 

Tel:  01392 829800 
Fax: 01392 829808 

Raising Standards,  Installing Trust 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like a last resting place in 

beautiful countryside overlooking 
Dartmoor. 

 
Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie 

or Martin Chatfield 
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 
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KEEPING IN TOUCH DURING THE 
CORONAVIRUS/COVID 19 PANDEMIC 

 

 

Please consider your neighbours and, if they 
need help, the people listed below will be willing 
to receive calls and hopefully contact young fit 
parishioners who can fetch shopping,  
medication or other tasks if you cannot. 
 

Please be aware of the government guidelines 
concerning washing hands, wiping shopping 
and keeping your distance. Coins and bank 
notes might also carry the virus. 
 

Remember the Tedburn Stores have a mobile 
shop which calls in at Whitestone on Saturdays 
at 10.30 am in Crossways and 10.50 am in the 
centre of the village. 
  

Contact the Tedburn Stores on 01647 61320 or 
shop@allstock.co.uk 
 

Helping Group 
 

Maria Joll       01392 811501   
 (Tea Party Group) 
 

Kay Norrington    01392 811428    
 (Church Warden) 
 

Liz Watkins      01392 811285  
 (Village Voices) 
 

Tracey Baird       01392 272 352   
 (The Royal Oak) 
 

Martin Fairley      01392 811977   
 (Parish Pals) 
 

Angela Paddy      01647 61934    
 (Good Companions at  
         Pathfinder Villlage) 
 

Tom and Rebecca Oliver    01392 811313    
 (Trillow) 
 

Mary Belt      01392 811374 
 (Parish Councillor) 

THE SAMARITANS PURSE  
SHOEBOX APPEAL FOR A NEEDY CHILD 
CHRISTMAS 2020 
 

The 26 boxes are now on their way (this year via a Sorting 
Location in Wiltshire) and they will be sent by lorry to  
Eastern Europe or beyond. 
 

Thank you once again to all who filled boxes and got them 
to me at my home or the Parish Church by the closing 
date. This year, a special thanks to people I did not know -
but now I do -  who are residents of Whitestone Parish who 
filled boxes. Among the contributors was a young lady, 
aged 27 years, who dropped her boxes off to her granny, 
Belle Netherway. So a special thank you to one who has 
responded to the need - in early adult years and who does 
not live in Whitestone 
 

I was concerned about moving the boxes on as soon as 
possible to the Exeter location as lockdown was likely to 
start again. Martin Fairley and I were on the road AM  
following the closing date the previous PM - yes, a tight 
call! 
 

Thank you to all involved in this effort 2020 when shopping 
was difficult - I certainly found this to be so. Well done  
everyone. 

Mary Stanbury 

JEAN CHRISTOPHER 
 

Vic, Jen and the family would like to 
thank everyone for their kind words, 
cards and memories of Jean. They have 
brought us much comfort at this sad 
time. 
 

The family would like to share a poem 
sent to them by Graham Joll that was 
read out at Jean's funeral. 

THE FARMERS WIFE: 
 

The Farmer's day what a wonderful life, working the land 
with loving thoughts of his wife... 
 

You are off out because cows are calving! She'll have 
your dinner ready because you'll be starving! 
 

She will call you the vet and pay the farm's bill's, she will 
order more straw to bed down your animals. 
 

While you work outside, she works outside and in, looking 
after the kids and emptying the bin! Meal making, wash-
ing, and keeping the home. But when you're moving the 
heifers or tending some sheep then its “Go team farmers” 
as together you’ll leap. 
 

Waving her arms in her wellies and dress, thinking teas 
going to burn, does my hair look a mess? 
 

Meal conversations are kind, caring and true, talk of the 
animals and oh how I love you. 
 

We can’t take a holiday between April and September 
there is too much to do for us to get tempted! 
 

There's the silage, the shearing, and more hay to make, 
the dipping, the docking in between making more cakes! 
 

As you think of the farmer on his tractor all bright, working 
the land all day and through night, there's a wonderful 
lady who feeds and supports him, her love sure runs 
deep for her hardworking partner. 
 

Some days are tiring, some days are tough, often there 
were times where she'd had enough! 
 

But most days there is laughter, most days there is fun, 
and everyday ends when the jobs are all done. 
 

So when the dogs have stopped barking and pet lambs 
are asleep and the farmer has checked on his cows and 
his sheep. The farmer's day's over, what a wonderful life 
as he falls into bed cuddling up to his wife... 
 

All cuddled up, one thing is true, the last thing that they 
say together is I will always love you… 
 

X 
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• Painting & Decorating 
Exterior & Interior 

• Cleaning of Guttering, 
Fascias, etc. 

• Window Cleaning 
• Weeding & Clearance of 

Gardens 
 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 
FREE ESTIMATES 

 

Call Bob on 
01392 811980 or 

07907899097 

 

 

 

 

Sally White 
 

 

Visiting Foot Health Practitioner 

 

Professional help for all your foot 

care needs 

 

S.A.C. Dip, FHPP, FHPT 

 

Tel: 07503199473 
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 WHAT THE NEW NORM MEANS FOR US 
 

Jennifer asks what the new normal means for us 
 
For me it’s a hope that having glimpsed what’s important 
in life and what’s not, we stop being so wasteful and be 
happy living simpler lives (something that comes naturally 
to those born during the war!) 
 

COVID - WHAT TO DO? 
 

 Here’s my thoughts: 

• Lockdowns don’t seem to work. They do at the time of 
course but, when they finish, people often seem to 
forget themselves and behave irresponsibly with the 
result that things deteriorate rapidly - often to the point 
where things are even worse than before the  
lockdown started. 

• Instead of tiers of what is allowed and what is not,  
according to the degree of risk (often with significant 
inconsistencies), what we need is very clear guidance 
and commitments by everyone to abide by it. 

• Keeping the advice clear and simple is paramount.  
 

Covid is a respiratory disease. You mainly get it by  
inhaling droplets which are breathed out by others. 
You can’t know who has actually got it because: 

• Someone may have got it but doesn’t know they’ve 
got it because either they are incubating it and not yet  
affected or has got it but doesn’t show any symptoms 
(about 25% of people with it are like this) 

• It’s also very important to realise that you yourself 
might have the virus but don’t know it because you 
have no symptoms. 

 

So if you want to stay safe and to keep others safe: 

• Make sure you always stay at least 2m apart from  
anyone else when outside and wear a mask. 

• Don’t go inside any space that might have people in it 
who are not in your household. 

• Don't forget also that droplets breathed out by an  
infected person can also be transferred by physical 
contact to other people, surfaces, door handles,  
money, etc. 

 
If you remember all this, you should be safer. 

Peter Hanson 
 
 

GOODBYE WHITESTONE 
 

In the 16 months we have lived here, we have 
loved every minute. We are now off to pastures 
(and adventures) new in Monkton, Honiton. 
 We have never lived in a village with such a  
community spirit. It has been a very special 
home.  
 

So thank you to everyone for making us feel so 
welcome. We have valued your friendship in the 
short time we have been here. 
 

God bless and thank you again. 
Gerry Bolt and Mandy Swift 

Forget me nots! 
 

The Whitestone Gardening Club this month 
loses a valued and stalwart member with the 
planned move north of our very own hardy 
perennial David Jones. 
 

Like all well chosen plants, David has very 
much earned his keep playing a central role 
in our border, that of Treasurer, a role David 
has fulfilled with his trade mark quiet  
efficiency, during which the Club’s finances 
(I’m sorry, I can’t resist) have blossomed. 
 

David is also a born raconteur and quiet wit, 
both more in evidence at the club’s social 
gatherings than at Speakers Meetings when 
his behaviour, as one would expect, was  
exemplary. 
 
Thank you David;  You and Carol will be 
missed by Gardeners Club members and the 
wider community alike. 

Philip Nierop 
Chairman. 
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ACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Established since 1981  
 

Fully Insured 
 

Any amount large or small -  
Domestic & Commercial 

 

Prompt Reliable Service -  
Available 7 days a week 

 

Free Quotations - Competitive Prices 
 

Tel: 01392 430988 
 

Highfield, Rowhorne Road 
Nadderwater, Exeter, EX4 2JEEmail: aces-

caffolding@yahoo.co. uk 

 

 

Family business, 
   established 25 years 
 

House clearance service 
 

Removal service 
 

Free scrap metal collec-
tion including 
   washing machines, 
cookers, etc. 
 

Free quotations 
 

Fully insured 
 
 

**NEW ** Steam cleaning service for 
gardens, patios, car engines as well as 

industrial items including lorries 
 

Phone Tim on 01392 427415 or 07887694873 

Aerials & Satellite 
City & Guilds  NVQ 

 

01363 777190   07841 644395 
 

kev@kevinosborneaerials.co.uk 

 
Aerial Upgrades ** All aspects of Installation and Repair 

** Existing Aerial & Satellite Problems Resolved **  

Discrete Installation ** DAB Radio Aerial ** Extra TV Points 

Free Advice ** Free Quotation Service ** Free Signal Check 
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Hello everybody, 
 

I had a bad couple of days in that my laptop would not let 
me speak to you or anyone else. Fortunately my very nice 
computer fixer came this morning and fixed it in 5 
minutes.  
 

How are you all doing? The advice keeps changing and 
adding to that  Brexit. It is hard to keep sane these days 
but we will get through it. I am going to try and be one of 
the first to have the wonderful new vaccine!!!!.  
 

Do you ever get a song in your head that won’t go away? 
I have had the following ditty in my head for days so I am 
going to pass it on to you;  
  
`Twenty tiny fingers, Twenty tiny toes, 
 Two angel faces, each with a turned up nose, 
 One looks like mommy, with a cute little curl on top, 
 The other ones got a big bald spot,  exactly like his 
 Pop,pop pop.’ 
 

Can you think of any other light hearted songs that I can 
pass on? 
 

You will be reading this after Christmas which I hope you 
all managed to celebrate in one way or another. Let`s all 
look forward to a brighter and healthier New Year. 
 

Well, I will close with the usual, Keep safe - 
Hands --- Face --- Space. 
A happier and healthier New Year to you all. 

Angela and all the committee. 
 
 
 
 
 

JUST FOR FUN 

THE GREEN CORNER 
 

Cultured meat, produced in bioreactors has been  
approved for sale for the first time. “Chicken bites”  
produced by the US company Just Eats have passed a 
safety review by the Singapore Food Agency. 
When you think about it that’s a very significant  
development in food manufacturing. Although it’s  
extremely expensive at the moment, when the process is 
scaled up and becomes an economic proposition, there’d 
be no need to slaughter the 130m chickens and 40m pigs 
that are slaughtered every day as well as huge numbers 
of beef cattle. 
Some scientists saythat cutting meat consumption is the 
best single environmental action a person can take. 
And when you add in things like no hormone or antibiotic 
contamination, virtually no water or land you might say it 
becomes almost a no-brainer. 
 

THE HEALTH CORNER 
 

The health and social benefits of reducing motor traffic 
are so substantial that a hospital charity is paying to  
install a temporary low traffic neighbourhood in a London 
borough. 
Southwark Council will be given £250,000 by the Guy’s 
and St. Thomas’s charitable trust to install planters and 
removable bollards in three of the most socially deprived 
areas. The plan includes widened pavements, additional 
seating and roadside markings to encourage more  
walking and cycling. 
It is hoped this will help to reduce the current number of 
950 annual deaths attributed to long-term air pollution in 
London. 

Peter Hanson 

  That stupid 
teacher doesn’t 
know anything 
about maths, 

history or English 

 

  I’m sure I 
could smell vodka 

on her breath, 
cheap vodka 

Stop it 
Carole! 

Mum is trying 
her best. 

SPOT THE DIFFERENCE 
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55.2   20/02107/FUL  Demolition of barn and construction 
of two dwellings at Styles Barton Farm 
This application (20/02107) is for a re-orientation of the 
previously approved application for the demolition of the 
barn and construction of two dwellings submitted in  
November 2019 19/02276/FUL) which benefited from the 
barn’s Class Q (a & b) approval (18/00644/NPA). The  
reasoning for this new application and change to the  
previous approved application is to improve the level of 
residential amenity for the neighbours and future  
occupiers 
 

Response made:- Having considered all the paperwork 
provided Whitestone Parish Council do not support this 
application for the following reasons and concerns: 
1. The underlying overdevelopment of the site and area is 
a major concern, not in keeping with policy S22 of the  
local plan.  
2. Although in a 30mph area the residents in that area 
would agree that this is where motorists speed up having 
passed through Merrymeet (the main residential area of 
the parish). 
3. Creating a linear frontage along the road in this  
proposal does not reflect the farmyard nature of the barn 
to be demolished and the site in general.  
4. The re-orientation means the new houses now face  
directly onto the road – this reduces, rather than improves, 
the residential amenity for future occupiers. Also, please 
note that the oak tree on the plan in the North-West corner 
of the plot is in fact absent and has been cut down, further 
increasing exposure to road noise and visibility to and 
from the road. 
5. Development is not permitted by Class Q if the  
development would result in the external dimensions of 
the building extending beyond the external dimensions of 
the existing building at any given point. The re-orientation 
of the proposed new properties significantly exceeds the 
footprint of the barn to be demolished on both the east 
and west boundaries. Thus, this application conflicts  
directly with the approval 18/00644/NPA. 
6. Further to point 4, the Class Q regulations do not allow 
the introduction of new foundations or loadbearing floor 
slabs which would occur in this new proposal, as about a 
third of the footprint for each of the new properties  
exceeds the present barn perimeter (West and East 
sides). 
7. The new position of the west elevation for the proposed 
property encroaches much more closely on the  
neighbour’s boundary and thus does not improve the  
residential amenity for the neighbours. 
8. The new re-orientation in this application (20/02107/
FUL) further reduces the residential amenity for the  
neighbours as the new car parking spaces, turning area 
and road junction into the properties are now clearly  
visible and audible from The Firs. This is not the case in 
the previously approved  application (19/02276/FUL) 
where the houses form a boundary and screen between 
The Firs and the arriving/parking traffic (noise and light).  
9. The previously approved application (19/02276/FUL) 
had already addressed any privacy issues and thus  
negates the need for re-orientation which does not  
definitively improve the level of residential amenity. This 
current application (20/02107/FUL) does not improve the  
situation.  
10. Also, the reduction of the number of windows on the 
west elevation overlooking the neighbours in this current  
application (20/02107/FUL) is counterbalanced by the  
significant increase of windows overlooking the northern 
aspect of the adjacent plot from both new houses,  
resulting in no net gain of improved residential amenity. 

/continued on p.13 

WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
10th DECEMBER 2020 
 
DRAFT Minutes of Virtual Meeting of Whitestone Parish 
Council held at 7.30pm on Thursday 10

th
  

December, 2020 to be ratified on 14
th
 January 2021 

 
Attendance:- Chair – Councillor T Miles. 
Councillors  M Belt, V Bryant, L Dyer, A Evans,  
   L Fairley, P Lee, S Llewelyn,  
   C Galton - arrived at 8.40pm 
County Councillor A Connett - left at 8.19pm 
District Councillor A Swain  
Mrs P Vaughan – Clerk to the Council 
Mr M Harris, Ms T Baird 
Mrs M Neirop - left at 8.15pm 
Apologies: Mr D Jones 
 
53.  Councillor Miles opened the meeting and the Minutes 
of the virtual Council Meeting held on Thursday 12

th
  

November  2020 having been circulated were confirmed 
as correct for signing. 
 
54. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR /  
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
54.1 County Councilor Connett noted the decision for 
Lower Hare Farm had been given approval. 
 

He informed the meeting that he had been in touch with 
the Highways department in relation to flashing speed 
signs for the parish roads and this issue was now under 
review and further discussion would take place. 
 

He also mentioned that Devon County Council would be 
allocating some monies to assist with help for supplying 
free school meals called “Holiday Hunger” up until Easter 
2021 in view of the recent Covid crisis and encouraged 
any families in need to please apply. 
 

54.2   District Councillor Swain complimented the  
parishioners in Whitestone in regard to their attendance at 
the recent meeting by Devon County Council when the 
planning for Lower Hare Farm had been given approval.  
Cllr Miles indicated that there would be an extraordinary 
meeting tomorrow (Friday the 11

th
) at 7pm when the issue 

would be debated further. 
 
55. PLANNING 
55.1 20/01793/HOU Two storey side extension at Little 
Bowlish, Whitestone 
The application is for a two-storey extension to the east of 
the house, replacing a lean-to greenhouse.  Currently the 
property is a three-bedroom house and the extension 
would add a further bedroom and a shower room. 
 

Response made:- The Parish Council is minded to support 
this application on the following grounds, but with the  
proviso that requirements set out in the ecological survey 
are adhered to, regarding timing of certain works.  The 
property is quite isolated, therefore there would be no  
issues of overlooking neighbouring properties. The  
nearest property would not be affected by additional light 
which should be minimal.  The proposal seeks to reflect 
the existing appearance of the building, utilising similar 
materials and design.  No additional provision needs to be 
made for access or parking.  Removal of the greenhouse 
will not affect existing wildlife, and no trees or hedges will 
need to be removed.  The Ecological survey noted bat 
droppings round the base of the chimney, but not in the 
roof void. Presence of bats is therefore likely and should 
be appropriately monitored.  Provided the requirements in 
the ecological report are adhered to, Whitestone Parish 
Council see no reason not to support this application. 
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Building Surveys 
Defect & Repair Advice 

Expert witness 
Architectural design 

Contract Administration        
Party Wall 

Dilapidations 

 

GARETH  J  CLATWORTHY 
 

Interior & Exterior Quality Decorating 
 

‘LOWER HURSTON’ 
 Tel: (01392) 811819                                Tedburn Road 
          07925 054796                                      Whitestone 
    gj.clatworthy@gmail.com                                     Devon   
                          EX4  2HF 

     

          Stephen Heathcote 
         Property Surveying 
 
 

    Pound Farm 
    Whitestone 
    Exeter  EX4 2HP 
    shpsurveying@btinternet.com  
    www.shpsurveying.co.uk 
    07711 047372  
 

 Your Local    
         Chartered Building Surveyor & 

 Architectural Designer       

 

 

RM House &  
Commercial Clearance 

including 
 

Houses, Workshops, Garages & Gardens 
Any size job 

 

Call/txt 07578 869 650  

HOMEWORKS 
 

Carpentry 
 

General maintenance and 
Refurbishment 

 

Dealing with all types of maintenance 
 

Painting and Decorating 

H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A Y 
 
 

Carpenter & Joinery Manufacturer 
 
 

Pitt Farm, Churchtown, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2LG 
 
 

07710 434760 (mobile)    01392 811829 (tel/ans) 

Mitchell Funeral Services 
 

Your local Funeral Directors 

In your time of need we'll take care of all the funeral 
arrangements.  Call us 24 hours a day. 

We also supply Funeral Pre-Payment Plans 
 

King William Street, Exeter EX4 6PD 
Tel: 01392 272682 
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/continued from p.11 

 
11. The northern aspect of the plot would have a major  
increase in window area and thus light pollution both for 
wildlife (bats) and local residents would be increased. 
 

The ecology survey and recommendations need to be 
closely adhered to and the conditions should be set.  In 
conclusion, the application 20/02107/FUL does not  
improve the level of residential amenity for the  
neighbours and future occupiers, it is an  
overdevelopment and could increase light pollution, both 
for wildlife (bats) and local residents.  Whitestone Parish 
Council is OPPOSED to the application. 
 
55.3   20/02114/FUL  Demolish existing dwelling and  
erection of replacement dwelling at Ridgeway. 
Response made:-  Whitestone Parish Council have  
discussed this planning application which we understand 
replaces an application considered by us in September 
2020 (3 months ago).  The current application now seeks 
to demolish the existing dwelling and build a replacement 
dwelling rather than extend it.  The new proposal seeks 
to use approximately the same footprint, but to increase 
the elevation. 
 

As a result the Parish Council does not support this  
application on the following grounds:- 
1. The proposed development would significantly  
increase the size of the existing dwelling.  The proposal 
(as before) would also result in there being two sets of 
double garages. Which can be considered an  
overdevelopment.  (We note that in November 2019  
approval was given for an extension to an existing large 
(75 m²) brick built double garage to include a 25 m²  
workshop.  This garage and workshop still exist and are 
sited approximately 25m to the west of the main dwelling 
with their own entrance to the road).  It is not clear why 
this property needs 2 double garages, with one of the 
garages being set at some distance from the proposed 
dwelling. 
2. Policy EN2A (Landscape Character and Visual  
amenity). Ridgeway is already visible from the road and 
from a number of key viewpoints across the valley on the  
ridgeline of the highly sensitive Exeter Culm Slopes 
Landscape Character Area (6.3) and, if permitted, would 
have high visual impact (including light spill) because of 
its increased size and greater height. 
3. Policy WE8 (Domestic Extensions – Privacy) 
Given the increased elevation there could also be a loss 
of privacy for the newly built dwelling at Wayland Barn. 
4. Policy S1 (Sustainable Development – Road Safety) 
The existing entrance to the dwelling sits alongside the 
entrance to two other local houses and all three dwellings 
have poor visibility splays.  Visibility is significantly better 
from the existing double garage entrance.  Applicants 
should therefore be asked to remove the second  
duplicate garage from the application. 
5. Policy EN8 (Biodiversity protection and Enhancement). 
We note that no new ecology report was  
submitted and this should now be provided.  In this new 
application, the whole bat home/roost is completely  
removed with the demolition which is a new  biodiversity 
issue. There is also a strong likelihood that there will be 
additional light spill from the increased elevation and 
large windows across the valley as well as the garages.  
Hence light pollution is a significant concern as dark 
skies are important, especially for bats and also for the 
local community across the valley.  It is essential that the 
only lighting that is installed creates minimum light  
pollution.  Furthermore the new build would be highly 
likely to result in damage to the local ecology such as 
trees and hedges, e.g. when bringing in construction  

machinery.  Protective measures must therefore be  
installed for the duration of the construction period.  
If Teignbridge District Council is however minded to  
approve this new application we suggest the following 
conditions:- 
1.  Reduce light spill by significantly reducing window size 
on windows facing the valley 
2.  Submit a full ecology report given the likely impact 
from rebuilding the dwelling and ensure full compliance 
with the ecology report recommendations, including  
advice on bats. 
3.  Remove the duplicate second double garage from the 
application. 
4.  Ensure protection for existing trees and hedges during 
the construction phase. 
 
55.4 20/00230/FUL – Devon View.  Following the non  
determination of 20/00230/FUL for change of use of  
agricultural land and conversion of existing buildings to 
commercial use (Use Classes B1, B2 & B8)  including 
widening of existing access, an Appeal 20/00056/
NONDET has been lodged with the Planning Inspectorate 
and the Parish Council has submitted additional  
representation with key points raising strong objections.  
Cllr Miles read the statement to the meeting and gained 
approval. 
 
55.5 DCC/4101/2018 -  Lower Hare Farm.  Importation of 
350,000m

3
 of inert soils and topsoils for the land raising of 

previously disturbed land that is not capable of sustaining 
commercial agriculture. 
Following the approval of this application by Devon  
County Council it was agreed that further action was 
needed and an extraordinary meeting has been arranged 
for Friday 11

th
 December at 7.30pm to decide the action 

and expenditure which might be incurred to oppose this 
further.  Cllr Miles gave thanks to Cllr Connett for his  
comments and support regarding this application. 
 
PLANNING GRANTED 
Grant of Conditional Planning Permission 
55.6 20/01666/HOU  Erection of annexe building at 
Hurston House, Tedburn Road. 
55.7 20/01265/HOU  First floor rear extension and ground 
floor porch at Norway Farm. 
55.8 20/01798/FUL  Demolition and replacement of an 
existing single storey studio annexe and outbuildings with 
a new single storey studio annexe, storage sheds and 
workshop at Hackworthy, Trillow Hill 
 
Variation of Condition following planning permission 
20/00584/VAR   
55.9 Variation of condition 2 on planning permission 
20/00584/VAR to allow increased storage area in loft 
space on planning permission 17/01292/FUL for  
replacement of conservatory with new extension and  
replacement of garage and shed with garage/workshop to 
amend design of detached garage/workshop building at 
East Kent Farmhouse. 
 
56. MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 
56.1 Request from Whitestone Parish Hall Management 
Committee for a donation towards widening the access 
ramp at the Hall to make access safe which will cost 
£3,500.  Some funding of £1,500 has been promised by 
Councillor Connett and it was proposed by Cllr Belt and 
seconded by Cllr Fairley that the sum of £500 be donated 
by the Parish Council.  All in favour.  In addition District 
Councillor Swain also pledged a further £200 for which 
the Parish Hall Management Committee need to apply. 
 

/continued on p.15 
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Shawthorne Bungalow 
Whitestone 

Exeter EX4 2JS         Tel:  01392-811374 
 

Mary Belt 
 

Dressmaking   Curtains   Alterations   Repairs 
Zip Replacements 

 
    Louise Blades 
 

  Saddle Fitter & Stubben Specialist 
                     07764 303 659 
           www.stubben-specialist.co.uk 

 
For all your saddle and accessories requirements 

Large stock of used saddles including Stubben, GFS, 
Pessoa, Bates and Albion 

 

50% off my visit charge with this advert 
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56.2 Also included in the letter was an issue regarding the  
responsibility for the outside toilet on the south side of Ha-
land there was a request that the Parish Council take over 
responsibility for the maintenance of this toilet or perhaps 
pay for the cleaner  After discussion it was proposed by 
Cllr Lee and seconded by Cllr Fairley that £5 a month for 
the cleaning should be paid by the Parish Council  
backdated to July 2020.  All in favour.  Cllr Belt to liaise 
with the Hall Committee regarding perhaps changing the 
taps so that not so much water is used and perhaps  
checking the cistern and this issue to be discussed further 
at the January meeting. 
 

Teignbridge Climate Emergency 
56.3 Cllr Llewelyn reported on the meeting that she had 
attended with Cllr Fairley in February and was in  
agreement with the aims of the Action on Climate  
Teignbridge (ACT) which is independent of Teignbridge 
District Council but working with them.  Cllr Llewelyn  
realises the need for the work but is not willing to take on 
leadership for this.  Cllr Galton indicated that she would be 
interested in taking action on this and Cllr Swain said that 
Teignbridge District Council are providing some paperwork 
on taking this further.  Cllr Dyer reported on obtaining  
paperwork regarding becoming a Wild Life Warden and will 
be taking this further. 
 

School Houses  
56.4 Request from 1 School Houses for installation of new 
heaters as they were aware of heaters being installed at 2 
School Houses although the existing heating at No 1 had 
passed on inspection.  A quote for £4,518.00 was obtained 
through Carter Geering.  It was agreed that this issue 
would be investigated further and placed on the January 
agenda. 
 

56.5 It was reported that a window repair at 1 School 
Houses had been organised at a cost of £67.38 and an 
EPC charge carried out at 2 School House of the cost of 
£25.00.  Both these repairs had been organised through 
Carter Geering. 
  
Crossway Park  
56.6 Cllr Fairley reported that, following the November 
meeting, a quotation from Parsons Landscapes Ltd has 
been confirmed as follows:-  Dismantling and removing 
existing Bear Springer (including footings), supplying and 
installing Proludic Boat Springer and supplying and laying 
9m2 grass-mat surfacing at a cost of £5,025.00.  It was 
proposed and seconded that this be installed.  All in  
favour. 
 

Parish Lengthsperson 
56.7 Cllr Belt reported that Mr Blades had carried out litter 
picking throughout the Parish and had taken a chair and a 
microwave to the Exeter tip for disposal.  Cllr Miles said 
that she had been in contact with Teignbridge regarding 
litter bins but these had to be installed in liaison with  
Teignbridge District Council and any large articles left on 
the roadside would be removed when reported to  
Teignbridge. 
 
57.  FINANCE  
Budget for 2021-2022 
57.1 It was reported that Councilors Evans and Galton had 
attended a Budget Course organised by DALC and it was 
agreed that as the Precept request does not need to be 
returned before the 29

th
 January 2021 the budget would be 

discussed and decided at the January meeting. 
 
 
 
 

Income 
57.2 1 School Houses rent to 30

th
 December   

£750.00 - £72.00 (includes £12.00 VAT) =       £678.00 
57.3 2 School Houses rent to 1

st
 January 2021  

£825.00 - £79.20 (includes £13.20 VAT) =       £745.80 
 
Expenditure 
The following expenditure was proposed and seconded for 
payment.  All in favour and the cheques to be signed by 
Councillors Belt and Miles. 
57.4  Society of Local Council Clerks Membership    £67.00 
57.5  Fry & Son  (includes £13.20 VAT)              £79.20  
57.6  Mrs P Vaughan 
         (Clerk’s quarterly salary/expenses)       £389.34  
57.7  HM Customs & Excise (Clerk’s income tax)       75.80  
57.8  Mr L Blades            £330.60 
57.9  SG Property Maintenance (for 1 School  
  House paid through Carter Geering)        £67.38   
57.10  SWEPC (for 2 School Houses paid  
    through Carter Geering)          £25.00   
 
58. CORRESPONDENCE 
Letter of thanks received from Whitestone Gardening Club 
and from The Parochial Church Council for donations sent 
following the November Parish Council meeting.  
 
59. REPORTS 
59.1  Cllr Bryant reported sending objections to Exeter City 
Council on behalf of Whitestone Parish Council, as  
circulated regarding regarding the proposed Redhills  
development for 80 dwellings. 
59.2  Cllr Bryant also reported contacting Ros Davis  
regarding the footpath styles at East Kent Farm and a  
replacement signpost. 
59.3  Cllr Llewelyn spoke regarding the work of CHEF 
which is funding for education within the parish and said 
the criteria is being rewritten. 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be a virtual meeting 
on Thursday 14

th
 JANUARY 2021 at 7.30pm. 

Topic: Whitestone Parish Council Meeting.    Join Zoom 
Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8492542955?
pwd=aGRkaEORWU1YTIYcTBjdlp4ckwzQT09   Meeting 
ID: 849 2564 2955  Passcode: 991087 
 
The meeting closed at 10.46p.m. 

 

Krazy Kooks Korner 
 

1.Purple pasta anyone? Instead of just boiling pasta like 
you normally do, how about boiling it in beetroot juice? 
Very nutritious, looks interesting on the plate, add some 
ginger and garlic while cooking and serve up with grated 
cheddar on top. 

2. Wondering what filling(s) to put on your pizza bread to 
liven it up? What about marmite and cheddar cheese or 
even marmalade and cheddar cheese? Don’t knock it till 
you’ve tried it. 

3. RJ swears by demerara sugar and banana  
sandwiches on some nice white bread. Have a go, see 
what you think. 

Any more wacky ideas? Send them in! 
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multi-stage process with step by step charging and either 
applicant or defendant can withdraw from the process at 
any time with some agreement being reached. He  
confirmed that the claimant hadn’t yet been identified and 
it could be multiple organisations and members of the 
community, however the capping level (risk) would be  
dependent on the means available to the claimant. On 
winning the case, the defendant would be expected to pay 
our court costs. 
 

The Parish council actively talked about the process and 
whether Whitestone Parish Council wanted to act as 
claimant and take further action. Cllr Belt put forward a 
motion to the Parish Council;  
“Whitestone Parish Council accepts being the claimant for 
the community and to take the next steps and review each 
step through the Judicial Review Process against Devon 
County Council.” This was seconded by Cllr Llewellyn and 
Cllr Galton simultaneously, the council then voted on the 
motion in which there was unanimous agreement to start 
the process and to fund the Judicial Review action. 
 

The community deserve a satisfactory resolution of this 
case and there was absolutely no doubt about the  
decision to stand firm and take action. 
 

In addition it was suggested that crowdfunding could be 
organised, to include members of both the Whitestone 
community and other Parishes as and when needed. The 
Chair of Tedburn St Mary Parish Council, Vice Chair and 
Cllr Jones for Pathfinder Village indicated that they would 
be interested in joining us, subject of course to discussion 
and approval by the full Tedburn St Mary Parish Council.  
 
The next full Parish Council meeting will be a virtual  
meeting on Thursday 14

th
 JANUARY 2021 at 7.30pm. 

Topic: Whitestone Parish Council Meeting.     
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8492542955?
pwd=aGRkaEORWU1YTIYcTBjdlp4ckwzQT09    
Meeting ID: 849 2564 2955   
Passcode: 991087 
 
The meeting closed at 9:15pm 

EXTRAORDINARY MEETING OF THE 
WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
11th DECEMBER 2020 
 

DRAFT Minutes of Virtual Meeting of Whitestone Parish 
Council Extraordinary Meeting held at 7.30pm on Friday 
11

th
 December, 2020 to be ratified on 14

th
 January 2021. 

 

Attendance:- Chair – Councillor T Miles. 
Councillors: M Belt, L Dyer, A Evans, L Fairley, P Lee,  
       S Llewelyn, C Galton  
County Councillor A Connett  
Tedburn District Councillor T Tume   
Tedburn Councillors Chair - L Bellshaw,  
              Vice Chair -  P Moody,  
        Pathfinder -  M Jones 
Mrs P Vaughan – Clerk to the Council 
Members of the Public: Mr David Jones, Dr Guy Fielding, 
Mr M Harris, Ms T Baird, Mrs M Neirop, Mr P Nierop,  
Mr David Lee, Mr D Dyer, Mrs M Durrant, Mr B Darke. 
Apologies:  Councillor V Bryant 
 
60. PLANNING  
DCC/4101/2018 -  Lower Hare Farm.  Importation of 
350,000m

3
 of inert soils and topsoils for the land raising 

of previously disturbed land that is not capable of  
sustaining commercial agriculture. 
 

Councillor Miles opened the meeting and made a brief 
introduction of why the extraordinary meeting had been 
called and explained that the meeting would be offered as 
a platform for open discussion and debate regarding the 
Devon County Council (DCC) decision to approve the 
Landfill application at Lower Hare Farm and what options 
were available to the Council and to the Community in 
respect of this decision. 
 

Cllr Connett was invited to speak to explain why he had 
chosen to vote the way he had at the DMC meeting and 
the motion that he had proposed to refuse the application. 
He explained that upon reading the full planning report, it 
appeared that this application wasn’t about land  
restoration at all but primarily a landfill site for waste soil 
and didn’t appear to be part of a DCC strategic decision 
but more of an opportunity siezed by Devon County 
Council to satisfy landfill capacity. 
 

David Jones gave a full explanation, as an ex-Parish 
Councillor, that the planning application appeared from 
the beginning to be missing a lot of information,  
especially an environmental statement, and it was a  
paper chase in trying to establish whether this met the 
criteria of an EIA which led to the appointment of Dr Rob 
Murdock a specialist in Environmental Planning whose 
report led to the Regulation 25 request. The paper chase 
continued for another Regulation 25 request and ended 
being the subject of a recommendation for approval by 
the planning department despite not meeting the requisite 
standard. 
 

Cllr Miles confirmed that a Pre-action Protocol letter had 
already been sent to DCC detailing the grounds for  
Judicial Review and there is the possibility that DCC will 
not fight the decision and will quash the Lower Hare  
planning decision.  If that happens the applicant would be 
expected to put right all the errors and missing  
information and it would have to be considered and  
decided upon again by the DMC at a later date. The  
expected costings were discussed and outlined (worse 
case) as a potential £10,000 capped court costs and in 
the region of £6,000 legal costs. 
 

Guy Fielding offered further information regarding the 
breakdown of the Judicial Review process and how it is a 

If you have any comments to make on the content, 
layout or any other matters concerning this 
magazine, please contact the Editor:   
Mrs Jennifer Kellagher, East Rowhorne, 
Nadderwater, Exeter  EX4 2LQ. 
Tel: 01392 273864.   
We always welcome any suggestions to improve the 
magazine. 
 

If you wish to place an advertisement, please contact 
the editor for the current rates. 
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The last date for  contributions to the 
next Parish Magazine (FEBRUARY) is 

 

Saturday 16th January 
 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

magazine@superjock.co.uk 

BOOKING THE PARISH HALL 
 

No new bookings are being taken for the  
Whitestone Parish Hall at present.  

Please contact the Booking Clerk, Caroline  
Honeywill, for the latest information. 

 

Tel: 01392 811245 email: carolinehoneywill@icloud.com 

JOBS FOR THE  PARISH LINESMAN 
 

If you notice any damage to Parish property, build up 
of litter, blocked roadside ditches, or any other matter 
that would improve the environment and well-being of 
Parishioners or visitors within the Parish boundaries, 
please contact the Parish Linesman’s line manager: 
 

Cllr Mary Belt on 01392 811374 
 

who will liaise with the Parish Council and schedule 
the tasks. 

 

Marlon M. Warren & Brandon B. Warren 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF GARDEN 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 

 

Mowing  Strimming  Hedge cutting 
Small paddock  Topping  etc. 

 
                      Ramslade Farm, Whitestone 
                                07500 681 817 
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GARDENING CLUB FOR JANUARY 
 
A brand new year. It all seem a long way away for 
good things to happen but, as gardeners, we are filled 
with optimism and hope that spring will be early and  
summer blessed with sunshine ! 
 
BULBS IN THE HOME OR FOR CHRISTMAS  
PRESENTS ! 
Indoor bulbs can bring the scents of early spring  
during the dark days of winter. Hyacinth are amongst 
the most popular, also miniature daffodils,  
Narcissus,  Muscari, and Amaryllis. Some of these you 
may have planted before Christmas so they would be 
a welcoming sight in the new year. Keep bulbs moist 
but do not over water. Give them good light and, the 
warmer the room, the quicker they will grow. After 
flowering, stand pots outdoors, dead head and keep 
watered and feed fortnightly.Let the leaves die back 
naturally and let bulbs go dormant. Most of these can 
be replanted in the autumn or even a sheltered spot in 
the garden. Amaryllis is only an indoor plant, Enjoy 
their beautiful trumpet flowers and treat like the other 
bulbs. 
 

A Few jobs around the garden for January: 
 

1.  Prune Wisteria. 
2.  Take cuttings from fruit bushes. 
3.  Sow chilli seeds. 
4.  Prune Autumn flowering Raspberries. 
5.  Force Rhubarb for an early crop. 
 
Our Garden Club meetings are on hold but we hope to 
be able to get together in the not too distant future. 

  Gill   

MARY’S DAIRY DIARY 
DECEMBER ON THE FARM 
 

 

NATURE  
 

The dead time of year comes upon us. The sun is lower, 
and the woods are lighter, bare branches above, not the 
thick bower of leaves of the summer.  Undergrowth  
recedes. The robin gets bold, and enquires what delicious 
worms I might be exposing when I work in the garden. And 
the new year is already forming: bramble shoots  
underground, the catkins already formed on the hazel 
trees. Sunlit days feel a privilege, bright on your eyes, 
warm on your skin out of the wind. 
 
AR ABLE  
 

The crops are in the ground, the promise of the year to 
come. The wheat and oats thrived in the kind autumn, and 
will become somnolent, enduring colder weather and 
storms while the light is at its dimmest. I’m so happy to see 
some of our long-term arable fields restored to grass and 
clover. The soil opens, breaths a sigh of relief. It’s always 
been the problem for me of continuous arable: it harvests 
all the organic matter from the soils, leaving it slumped and 
short of air: organic matter from animals and grassland 
provides the life and bounce to the soil. Grassland is soil’s 
R & R, animals ‘the golden hoof’ as the old farming term is, 
nourishing the soil.   
 
COWS  
 

We are grazing the last round of pasture. How late we 
graze depends on how wet it is: if it continues to be cool 
and dry, we will graze till Christmas, and we have stored 
some grass that has grown for longer to act as ‘standing 
hay’. The cows will graze some, and trample some, giving 
a carpet to protect the soil.  
 

Autumn calving cows are now getting in calf, and in full 
milk. They will go out to graze what they can in the day till 
the middle of December. The spring cows are coming to 
the end of lactation. Through December they go on their 
winter holidays to rest whilst their unborn calves grow. We 
have roots in the ground, fodder beet and stubble turnips 
(a magnificent crop of these), to feed them.  We’ve set up 
silage bales in the field to vary their diet, and strips of 
grassland to give some less muddy standing.  After last 
year, we’ve also cleared a barn that had got taken over by 
grain and machines if the weather is too harsh.  
Outwintering is lovely if the weather is kind. Even if it’s not, 
we want the cows to have a kind roof over their heads to 
protect them. 
 

The milk moves from grazing-based to all silage-fed, and 
most of the milking cows’ silage is grass and clover silage. 
The milk still retains much of its grass fed colour, even if 
the glorious aromas of pasture are reduced.  
 
 
 
 
 

CHEESE  
 

It’s lovely to see the milk in the vats, steaming in the cold 
weather. We keep the cheeses in the press warm by laying 
cloths over the moulds to make sure the rinds seal  
properly. The cheese stores now seem warm, although our 
outside temperatures these days rarely gets much lower 
than the stores for long. 
 

We are packing cheese up into many more little packs, as 
deli counters and restaurants have struggled with the  
lockdowns. It’s lovely that people are reaching out to buy 
cheese direct from us, a real bonus of this crazy time. We 
love being in direct contact with the people who enjoy our 
cheese, it’s so rewarding to hear your appreciation.  
 

Thank you for all your support this year. Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year! 

 Mary Quicke   
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As we have noted on a number of occasions over the last 
two years, one of the hard learnings for all of us is that, 
as parents sometimes sadly have to admit to their  
children, “life isn’t fair”. In particular, in the realm of UK 
planning law, it is purposely designed not to be fair. In 
the case of Lower Hare Farm, we think it is quite clear 
that the facts of the case should lead any reasonable 
person to conclude that siting a huge landfill on Yonder 
Hare Down is not a sensible thing to do. Half of the 
DCC’s Development Management Committee agreed 
with us, half of them didn’t. But the half that thought that 
this was a good idea included the Chair of the  
Committee, who then voted again in order to allow the 
project to be approved. But that isn’t the unfairness. The 
unfairness is that, if Jerry Brook had used his casting 
vote to reject the application, then the applicants could 
have appealed the decision. However, because we are 
mere “objectors” we are not able to appeal the decision.  
 

Objectors cannot appeal the decision on the basis of the 
substantive facts of the case. However, we do still live in 
a country which believes that “nobody is above the law”. 
This includes DCC and its sub-committees. So, although 
the rules and regulations that govern the granting of  
planning applications are undoubtedly biased in favour of 
the applicant, nonetheless even the applicants, and the 
officers managing the application, still have to abide by 
those rules, biased though they may be. It is therefore 
possible to challenge planning decisions on the basis 
that the application and its management and the way it 
was considered didn’t follow the rules. This process of 
challenge is called Judicial Review, and essentially  
involves asking a judge to examine the way that the  
application was put together, and the way that it was then 
considered and decided upon to see if it was lawful. For 
the rugby fans amongst you, this is the equivalent of a 
TMO looking at the last two years of play in DCC vs 
Whitestone & Other Objectors. The on-field decision was 
to award a try but, when the TMO examines the replay, 
they may have other ideas! 
  
OUTLINE OF THE JUDICIAL REVIEW PROCESS 
For most of us, a Judicial Review is something we know 
almost nothing about and, indeed, may not have even 
heard of. But what we do know (or think we know) is that 
it will cost a lot of money, whether we win or lose. 
In fact, getting involved in a Judicial Review is in most 
respects much more practical and down-to-earth than we 
may have imagined. The key thing to understand is that a 
Judicial Review (JR) consists of a series of stages, with 
each stage being both an opportunity and making  
specific requirements of  the two sides (the Claimant and 
the Defendant) to set out their arguments in increasing 
detail and, at each stage, for the two sides and the  
referee (aka the Judge) to examine those arguments and 
decide whether or not it is sensible to go on, or whether it 
wouldn’t be better to admit that they had got it wrong and 
agree to sort things without going to court. Analyses of 
Judicial Review cases suggest that only about 1 in 6  
actually go all the way to an appearance in court. 
 

The first stage of a JR is known as a “Letter before  
Action”. This happens before the JR proper has started 
and is a notice sent to the defendant, in this case DCC, 

to say that the claimant(s) will institute a JR unless the 
defendant agrees to do something (“the remedy”) by a 
specified time. (It is important to note that the defendant 
is the body that managed and made the decision. The 
claim is not against the applicants who submitted the 
planning application.) The letter is relatively brief  
outlines why the claimants believe the decision was  
unlawful. At this point the defendants can review how 
they have handled the application, consult with their  
lawyers and decide whether they want to risk a JR, or 
whether it would be better to recognise that they are  
likely to lose the JR and sort things out without running 
that risk. In the case of the Lower Hare Farm decision, 
STAWL has already formulated the Letter before Action 
and this has already been sent to DCC. At this stage it is 
not necessary to spell out exactly who the claimants are 
going to be, that is something that can be done later.  
The convention is that the defendant replies to this letter, 
and does so within 14 days of having received it (in this 
case by about 22

nd
 December), although neither of these 

are hard and fast rules. At the time of writing DCC have 
not replied to our letter. 
 

If the reply from the DCC is not satisfactory, we then 
move to the second stage of the JR. This is an  
application to a judge for permission to bring JR  
proceedings. To do this, you submit a summary of the 
grounds on which you think the decision was unlawful. 
This is essentially another version of the Letter before 
Action, for which you pay a Court Fee of £50. We  
estimate that the legal costs for this stage would be likely 
to be around £500 + VAT. The claimants have six weeks 
from the date of the decision to decide if they are going 
to do this. The defendant then has to acknowledge that 
they’ve received notice of your application, and then they 
have to provide a summary of the grounds on which they 
will resist the challenge to their decision. These  
documents are then considered by the judge. The judge 
will refuse permission to bring JR proceedings if they 
think the challenge is frivolous and/or weak and  
unfounded, etc. This stage is designed to protect both 
defendants and the courts from weak and/or fanciful 
challenges. It also, of course, protects claimants from 
going ahead with what might prove to be an expensive 
but fruitless challenge (from which only the lawyers 
would benefit). 
 

We would also have to consider the possible costs that 
the defendants might ask for if at the end of this stage if 
we decided not to continue with the JR. It is possible to 
cap these costs by applying, at the same time as  
applying for permission to bring JR proceedings, for a 
Protective Costs Order. This is normally granted by the 
judge at the same time they grant permission to pursue 
the JR. The idea is to protect the “Davids” from being 
prevented from seeking justice by the “Goliaths” who 
simply scare people away by threatening to impose  
crippling costs if they win. There is a quite complicated 
system involved in setting the cap on costs but, as an 
example, the cap for a Parish Council is £10,000. That is, 
no matter what the defendant may have spent, the  
Parish Council would only have to pay their costs up to 
£10,000. 
         

Obviously, if the judge does decide that they won’t give 
permission, then that is the end of the JR process.  But if 
the judge does grant permission to proceed, then both 
the claimants and the defendants again have to decide 
whether or not to go on to the next stage. For instance, 
the defendants, having realised that the judge thinks that 
there are good grounds for taking a JR, may decide that 
it would be better to sort things out with the claimants at  

/continued on p.24 
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Meeting of Tedburn St Mary Parish Council was called for 
on Monday, 21

st
 December to discuss this. 

 

NEXT STEPS 
As noted earlier, the first stage of this process is already 
underway. A Letter before Action has already been served 
on DCC, and a reply is expected on or before the 22

nd
 

December. At that point it will be necessary to consider 
what they have to say, and what the proper response 
should be. In the meantime there is a lot to be done, for 
instance, in terms of continuing to pull together the  
numerous instances of omissions, errors and illogicalities 
that render this decision unlawful, irrational and unfair.  
 

I hope you will be willing and able to continue to support 
STAWL, and your Parish Councils as they maintain the 
fight against this monstrous proposal. If you have any 
questions about this, please do contact me and I, or 
somebody else from STAWL, will try to answer your  
query. 
 
Sincerely 

 
Guy Fielding, Chair, STAWL  
 
PS: A Judicial Review is not the only way to challenge this 
decision and the way it was made. We are actively  
working on those other ways of getting this decision set 
aside. More later! 
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this point rather than get further embroiled in a pointless 
legal action. 
  
If the claimants decide to move to the next stage, they 
need to give notice of this within 7 days of the judge giving 
permission (and pay another fee, this time of £180) and 
they then move to prepare a full set of papers. This  
normally takes about 5-6 weeks and the costs would likely 
be about £6,000 plus VAT. The defendants have to do the 
same, preparing a detailed statement of their “grounds of 
resistance”.  
 

At any point during this third stage, either side can decide 
to withdraw as they develop a clearer idea, not only of their 
own case but also that of the other side’s. At the end of this 
stage, if neither side has withdrawn, then the JR moves to 
the final stage, which is that of a Substantive Hearing in 
court, before a judge with barristers represent both sides.  
 

This stage could cost of the order of £20,000+VAT. 
So, in summary, although a Judicial Review sounds  
daunting, it is in fact designed to arrive at a proper  
judgement about whether or not the disputed decision was 
or was not lawful without, if at all possible, having to take 
the case to the bitter end, aka a court of law. The four  
separate stages allow people to build their case, and to 
understand the case that the other side is building, so that 
the parties involved, rather than the judge, can make a 
sensible judgement about the lawfulness or otherwise of 
the original decision. And that along with this incremental 
approach, the costs involved are also staged rather than all
-or-nothing, and are capped in various ways. 
   
WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL     
On Thursday 10

th
 December, Whitestone Parish Council 

held their usual monthly Parish Council meeting and then, 
the next day, on Friday 11

th
 December, they held an  

Extraordinary PC Meeting with a single agenda item:  
“Discussion to oppose the decision made by Devon County 
Council to approve the following: “DCC/4101/2018 -  Lower 
Hare Farm.  Importation of 350,000m

3
 of inert soils and 

topsoils for the land raising of previously disturbed land that 
is not capable of sustaining commercial agriculture” and to 
discuss the option of a judicial review and the associated 
expenditure.” 
 

After discussing the decision of the Development  
Management Committee, and exploring the nature of the 
Judicial Review procedure and its possible costs, the  
Parish Council voted on the following motion: 
“Whitestone Parish Council accepts being the claimant for 
the community and to take the next steps and review each 
step through the Judicial Review Process against Devon 
County Council.” 
  
There was unanimous agreement to start the process and 
to fund the first stages, at least, of the Judicial Review. In 
addition it was suggested that crowdfunding, to include 
members of both the Whitestone community and other  
Parishes should be organised as and when needed. 
 

(A recording of this meeting is available on-line at: 
  
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/
xskFW1HsEzLxYvgqUGB8dmw2JxIl-
wD8scHpmWxz_lM92MSw7qwl-TC-
ejVNTXuzz.vgAM1sM5GFRXqUXx Passcode: f#$rsF9?   ) 
 
The Chair of Tedburn St Mary Parish Council, their Vice 
Chair and the councillor for Pathfinder Village reported that 
they would be interested in joining Whitestone Parish 
Council, subject of course to discussion and approval by 
the full Tedburn St Mary Parish Council. An Extraordinary 
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WHITESTONE SOCIAL CLUB 
(Secretary Bryan Durrant 01392 811328) 
Wishing all Social Club members a Happy New Year, 
and looking forward to that day in 2021 when we can 
all safely meet again. 
The Social Club normally meets monthly, mostly in the 
Village Hall, and is a great opportunity to meet other  
people. After the speaker there is a social “bring and 
share” food and drink session. Membership is £12 per 
annum, but non-members are most welcome to join us at 
meetings in the hall (except for the anniversary meal) on 
an occasional basis at a cost of £3.00 per evening.  
Meetings in the hall normally start at 7:30pm.  
All meetings are currently cancelled due to COVID and 
are not expected to restart until March 2021 at the  
earliest. This date will be reviewed as the COVID  
situation changes.  
 
PILATES 
The Whitestone Pilates group session has continued to 
meet on a Monday evening, though in cyberspace.  
Caroline Dodd, our fantastic instructor, has provided an 
amazing steady and reliable service, with the option for 
people to attend more than once a week if they choose.   
 

We are planning to restart in the village hall as soon 
as  this becomes possible, which will not be until 2021.   
In the meantime we will continue on Zoom to keep strong 
and stretched out. 

Judy Sanford and Martin Fairley 
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Please contact the Parish Clerk, Pat Vaughan, for the 
latest information.  (01392 411628) or view the 
Whitestone website www.whitestone-devon.org.uk 

      TABLE TENNIS  SHORT MAT BOWLS 
 
      CUBAN AIRWAVES         
 
  WHITESTONE GARDENING CLUB 
 
  ARTS & CRAFTS MORNINGS       SOCIAL CLUB 
 
          WHITESTONE HANDBELL RINGERS 
 
 WHITESTONE CHRISTIAN PRAYER GROUP 
 
CHURCH BELL RINGING  BENEFICE CHOIR 
 
VILLAGE VOICES     FLOWER ARRANGING CLASSES 
 

All the above cancelled until further notice. 
 

WHITESTONE WALKERS 

Walk for Sunday 3rd January 2021  

Start 0930 at the Parish Hall.  Walk will be south of  

village to Holcombe Burnell, Garden Down, Woodhayes 

Farm & return via Springdale Farm.  

Total distance approximately 5 miles along minor roads, 

bridle ways and footpaths.   There will be mud and  

undulations sufficient to negate some of the seasons 

indulgences.  

Good footwear will be essential.  

My phone number on the day will be 07773552906.  

 

The Whitestone Parish Hall will be closed until 31st March 2021 at the earliest. 
This date will be reviewed in line with national guidance. 

 

 

Words with the same or even more letter “a” than other letters 

1. A desert in Chile 

2. A US state 

3. Something you might have on toast 

4. Capital of Mongolia 

 

Answers to the December 2020 Christmas Quiz 

Q1: In the song “Frosty the Snowman,” what made Frosty come to life?        An old silk hat  

Q2: What Christmas decoration was originally made from strands of silver?       Tinsel  

Q3: Who played George Bailey in the Christmas classic “It’s a Wonderful Life?”      James Stewart  

Q4: Per a recent holiday fad, what “spy” hides around the house, reporting  

       back to Santa on who has been naughty and nice?           The Elf on the Shelf  

Q5: What Christmas beverage is also known as “milk punch?”         Eggnog  

Q6: One of Santa’s reindeer shares a name with a famous  

       Symbol of Valentine’s Day.  Which reindeer is that?          Cupid 

Q7: What Christmas-themed ballet premiered in Saint Petersburg, Russia in 1892? The Nutcracker  

Q8: In 1981, Bob and Doug McKenzie released their own 

       version of a classic Christmas song. Which song is that?        The Twelve Days of Christmas  

Q9: What animated 2004 film is about a train that carries kids  

       to the North Pole on Christmas Eve?             The Polar Express  

1. Atacama 

2. Alabama 

3. Taramasalata 

4. Ulaanbaatar 

Don’t cheat - ANSWERS 


