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Whitestone Playground - NEWS
from the Parish Council
The new Boat Springer will be installed in the Playground
during the first week of March. The Park will be closed for
the day to allow clearing of the old Springer and
installation of the new one. The new Springer will then be
fenced off for 2-3 days to give the foundations time to set.
It has been suggested that the Boat be named so it would
be nice to have suggestions for the name to come from
children who use the Playground.
Suggestions can be made either by commenting on the
Village Face Book page where this notice will be
displayed or by writing it on a card addressed to the
Parish Council and posted in the Parish Hall post box.
Please include the child/children's name/s with the
suggested Boat name.
The winning name will be chosen by the Whitestone
Parish Council chairperson and committee.
Best wishes for lots of fun.
Cllr Linda Fairley & Cllr Pam Lee
Whitestone Parish Council
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Revd Martin Wood
Revd Tim Gorringe

FROM THE RECTOR

Uncertain Times
As I write this article at the end of January, we are still in strange times with Covid-19. The
infections have only just peaked and are starting to decline slowly which is hopeful news.
However, hospital admissions and the deaths are still very much on the increase, causing great
anxiety and worry. We know that we are facing a difficult two weeks. We see on TV that hospitals
are stretched to capacity and NHS workers are struggling to deal with the intense situation of their
work and their inability to be able to make all the patients well. We are truly grateful for a National
Health Service and in awe of the skill and the professionalism of the staff.
Yet, in the face of such adversity, stands the hope of the vaccine and its rollout. Already, most of
the highest two priority groups have been vaccinated and we are starting on lower priority groups.
It has been amazing to see the same NHS act so decisively and so quickly. People who have
been vaccinated feel protected and safer. Families with elderly relatives are no longer fearing their
loved ones becoming ill and possibly ending up in a hospital or, worse, dead. These two
observations are linked by the virus but work independently and have to be managed in different
ways.
Inevitably the question that people ask me is, “When will we be back to normal and when will the
church services start?” The easy answer is, “I really do not know” but that is often not enough. I
have been saying, “March in time for Easter at the beginning of April”. By the time you read this,
we will know much more. But this is the thin end of a large wedge, quickly followed by questions
about important life events like weddings, significant anniversaries and birthdays. It feels like
everything is on pause and we need to press the play button. Yet, I think that we have become so
concerned by these restrictions that people will be anxious about planning or holding such events.
It will take much longer than we hoped for or wanted.
It is said that one of the great certainties of life is change; the only choice you really have is how
well you adapt to that change. There has been so much change that there is no normal and when
the rate of change really slows down, we will all find ourselves in a new place. The real challenge
is how we make the most of life and the people we love. As a Christian, we believe in God who
helps and enables us through these difficult parts of our life into a new place. Despite the many
changes, we can rely on God to help and support us. We need not be afraid of change but
instead, look for new opportunities and new beginnings. We can not often control endings but we
usually have a choice to embrace a new start.
Whatever the changes and worries that face us now we can be confident to find the strength to
start again and move forward.
Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY 01647 24119
(Tuesday to Sunday) revwood163@gmail.com

The minimum subscription for regular subscribers for 2021 will be
£3.00 to take account of the lost magazines due to coronavirus.
However, if you wish to help the magazine’s finances with a donation,
we would be very grateful if the usual amount of £5.00 was paid.
For new subscribers, the annual cost for 12 copies remains at £5.00.
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ALUMINIUM - DOMESTIC - PVC WINDOWS
DOORS - CONSERVATORIES - SHOP FRONTS
CURTAIN WALLING

Unit 7
GD Units
Cofton Road
Marsh Barton
Exeter
EX2 8QW

Tel: 01392 829800
Fax: 01392 829808

Email: info@westcoastwindows.co.uk
Web: www.westcoastwindows.co.uk
Contact: Nigel Gribble or Mike Melluish

Raising Standards, Installing Trust

If you would like a last resting place in
beautiful countryside overlooking
Dartmoor.
Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie
or Martin Chatfield
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk
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CAROLE AND DAVID JONES
ON LEAVING WHITESTONE

Whitestone Parish Council
Message from the Chair

As most of you are aware, Carole and David Jones left the
village in January in order to move nearer to their family in
Staffordshire. They have lived here in Whitestone for 10
years and in Devon for around 18 years. They will be much
missed by the community here in Whitestone and their
many friends in Devon.

Hello everyone, here we are again, another month
whizzes past and the Parish Council have been busy
behind the scenes.

David was a member of Whitestone Parish Council where
his wisdom, knowledge and expertise has been invaluable
particularly with regard to planning matters. Carole was a
founder member of both the Whitestone Book Club and the
Poetry group and her ideas and contributions were always
full of insight and wisdom. She also attended the
Gardening Club and was a talented member of the Art
Group. The village will also miss Carole's ideas, hard work
and creativity with the pantomime costumes which made a
huge contribution to the fun and laughter on stage.

We have been looking at work and projects that are being
undertaken in and around the village and are keen to
ensure that we are keeping everything in order. The old
phone boxes are being refurbished and we are hoping to
kit one out with shelves for a children’s book swap corner
and the other possibly an information kiosk, work in
progress, all ideas are welcome.
We are extremely concerned about sections of the
highway that have been reported as dangerous with
serious cracks and the edges broken away. If anyone
knows of particular areas of concern, we need to report it
to Highways as soon as possible to get them assessed
and onto their works schedule. Work on evaluating the
“Speeding signs” and being able to produce invaluable
traffic data reports is actively underway.

On behalf of Whitestone and their many friends I would like
to wish Carole and David good wishes for the future and
much happiness in their new home. We hope they will
keep in touch and call and visit us whenever they are down
this way.Got the lockdown blues?
Pam Lee

Even though winter isn’t over yet we’ve had some lovely
glimpses of sunshine which always lifts our spirits and
makes us feel a bit brighter. Hopefully everyone has
been able to have the vaccine so far who is eligible and
are now starting to be protected. Getting out and about is
so important and we’re glad that there is still access to
the Playpark with the installation of the new Boat springer
taking place soon so look out for the notices at the
Playpark, for safety we will need to close off access
during installation and a few days after to allow the
foundations to set properly. Join in the “Name the Boat”
competition – come on you pirates!

TERRY WAITE

Spare a thought for Terry Waite. He was kept in solitary
confinement for nearly five years after being kidnapped
and held hostage in Lebanon from 1987 to 1991. He was
kept in very strict solitary confinement for all that time with
no books, papers or natural light, no company of any sort
or scope for physical activity.
It’s hard to imagine how he coped with it without going
completely mad, so it’s interesting to hear what his coping
strategies were.
He needed to keep himself mentally alive so he used his
imagination to write stories in his head and just tried to live
in the moment. His advice is to learn to live with yourself,
both the strong and the weak points and try to feel some
inner harmony. And enjoy being creative in whatever way
you can.
Peter Hanson

Lastly, keep your eyes peeled and your ears alert as
scammers and thieves are sadly never far away. Always
report anything suspicious on email to: 101@dc.police.uk
or phone 101 and of course you’re all fabulous at posting
on Facebook. Let’s keep our village safe.

DRIVING IN THE SNOW

Take care everyone,

If you have any concerns about anything that we can help
with please contact one of your Parish Councillors, look
on the Whitestone website for our details.

Hopefully we’ll miss the worst of the “Beast of the East”
Mark 2 but, just in case we don’t and you find yourself
stuck in the snow with your wheels spinning, this should
help you get going again:

Councillor Tanya Miles
Chair of Whitestone Parish Council
Cllr.tanya.miles@btinternet.comuncil

•

Take your foot off the accelerator pedal and place it
on the floor. Don’t move it from there.
•
Take up the drive from your engine just using the
clutch pedal. Keep the revs to the minimum without
stalling the engine.
You’ll need to be very careful, as you can imagine, but as
long as you don’t let the wheels spin you will be moving
slowly forward and hopefully you can soon be on your way.

JUST FOR FUN

Peter Hanson
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Sally White
•

Visiting Foot Health Practitioner

•

Professional help for all your foot
care needs

•
•

S.A.C. Dip, FHPP, FHPT

Painting & Decorating
Exterior & Interior
Cleaning of Guttering,
Fascias, etc.
Window Cleaning
Weeding & Clearance of
Gardens
NO JOB TOO SMALL
FREE ESTIMATES
Call Bob on
01392 811980 or
07907899097

Tel: 07503199473
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Recollections of a Whitestone wartime child
Part 1

Exeter High Street 1943

As a very young child at the outbreak of the Second World War, I
have no memories of life in Whitestone Parish beyond the fitting of
gas masks, which took place in the old Parish Hall. My father
owned an Armstrong Siddley car. Everyone had to be fitted with a
mask and, as car ownership was not so common as it is today, he
transported neighbours to the village even though petrol was
rationed.

Hitler said "Exeter is a gem and I will destroy it." On two
successive nights, the planes flew to Exeter and their bombs
destroyed much of the city centre including part of the south side
of Exeter Cathedral but, thankfully, not the hospital where my
mother, along with other patients, had feared the worst. Chains,
ropes, blankets and lanterns were put ready in the ward every
night in preparation for evacuation. This dreadful and frightening
experience never came to pass. But, on two successive nights,
we gathered in one bedroom hearing the bombing, my father
watching from a window as the sky lit up. Residents in
Whitestone and Longdown, living on higher ground, saw much
of these raids. The aftermath saw the homeless leave the city to
get refuge with relatives or friends living in the surrounding
countryside.
The following morning, I was in the care of granny but went
ahead climbing down the stairs to enter the kitchen. My parents
were doing the milking and I guess Adele was at school. But I
couldn't open the door to the kitchen until a voice said "Mary, it's
only the baker - stand back, I'll open it." There, lying on the floor,
was all the baker's family who had walked all the way from
Exeter. Over the following three weeks, my father gave refuge to
approximately 30 men who slept in the threshing barn and spent
the day walking into Exeter to see what could be retrieved from
their bombed homes. Mother provided tea and cake and father
provided one drink each evening from the cider barrels housed
in the barn. All the villages and homes in more isolated spots in
the area around Exeter provided similar hospitality.

It was a hot summer and hay harvest was taking place. As the
'dig for victory' included farmers ploughing grassland to grow
arable crops;, our little farm had to grow corn. Prisoners of War
At that time, Whitestone Church had a warden, surname
were transported from their base to farms to help with the
Willcocks, who lived at Hurston House. Having served in the First
World War, Mr Willcocks (rank not known by me) was an overseer harvest. We had three prisoners who came each day by lorry,
complete with packed food but the farmer had to supply drinks.
of several 'Dad's Armies', including Whitestone, and his wife, a
My memory was of mother putting a galvanised tub filled with
Billeting Officer found suitable homes for children in Devon
warm water on the lawn and the prisoners stripping off their
requiring protection from war raids. As a member of a voluntary
shirts to wash before eating their lunch. I watched this while I sat
service, Mrs Willcocks approached a mother who was happy to
help a vulnerable child and soon Adele, aged about 8 and from an on the lawn with my sandwich. One prisoner, who spoke some
English said, "I have a little daughter at home just like your child,
area in Plymouth which had been bombed, came to stay. Her
mother wrote short letters to Adele which indicated an inadequate may I just touch her?" So I was lifted high above his head and he
schooling. So, as I shared a bed with granny, suddenly this strange said, “Thank you”. In time, the Americans came to help and, as
they travelled in their lorry, they threw out chewing gum and we
child joined us. My parents gave over two bedrooms to
all cheered them.
accommodate a couple and their adult niece whose home in
Mary Stanbury
Exeter had been bombed. Mr and Mrs Willcocks held a Garden
Party at Hurston and mother took me in a pushchair two miles to
the event. Mrs Willcocks invited my mother and me to tea soon
GROUNDHOG DAY
after this and she gave mother a small teddy bear and two Flower
It was on February 2nd. Did you miss it?
Fairy books for Christmas as there was no opportunity for much
Well, for many of us in these difficult times, the answer
shopping and no toy shops open. I treasured these gifts for years.
might be something along the lines of “I wish”.
Travel was difficult with petrol reserved for essential journeys and
For those of you that haven’t seen the film, it was a
there were very few buses. We lived beside the A30 (now the
1993 American fantasy comedy film where a cynical
C50) and there was a bus going west to Okehampton which
enabled Adele and myself, in time, to be transported to Tedburn St television weatherman, covering the annual Groundhog
Day event in Pennsylvania, became trapped in a time
Mary School. My mother had six weeks in the RD & E Hospital,
loop where, on waking up, he found that it was
then sited in Southernhay, Exeter. As Parish priests had some
Groundhog Day again.
petrol allowance for essential journeys, Prebendary Cox, the
Rector of Tedburn St Mary, drove my father to the hospital
For some of us at the moment, every day is much like
frequently until her initial three weeks on the 'danger list' passed.
the one before - if not exactly like it. And the annoying
Six months later mother was fully active on the farm again but
thing about this is that there’s nothing to differentiate
good neighbours had helped out with cooked meals and other
one day from the one before and not much anticipation
things, and granny cared for Adele and me. Granny was not in
of a better day tomorrow. And if that applies to any one
good health and farm life was always very busy. The double
of us, it’s not surprising that we forget what day it is and
summertime meant that the poultry would not go to their hen
maybe even what month it is!
house until it was dark. They preferred to roost in the orchard and
had to be 'barked down' by our farm dog who loved his nightly
What can we do about it? Not a lot really I suppose patrol. Bed time for adults was 11.00 pm and rising again was by
except maybe to try do something creative and different
6.00 am. Foxes were always on the watch. Prebendary Cox visited - in the cookery department perhaps? Maybe get an old
the school weekly and set up a table with a cloth, a vase of flowers recipe book out and try something you’ve never made
and a cross and held a very short service. Then he collected our
before - perhaps with a little twist of your own you just
saving stamps money (sixpence) and we stuck the stamps into our thought of?
National Savings Books.
Peter Hanson
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ACE
Family business,
established 25 years
House clearance service
Removal service
Free scrap metal collection including
washing machines,
cookers, etc.

Established since 1981
Fully Insured
Any amount large or small Domestic & Commercial
Prompt Reliable Service Available 7 days a week
Free Quotations - Competitive Prices

Free quotations
Fully insured

Tel: 01392 430988

**NEW ** Steam cleaning service for
gardens, patios, car engines as well as
industrial items including lorries

Highfield, Rowhorne Road
Nadderwater, Exeter, EX4 2JEEmail: acescaffolding@yahoo.co. uk

Phone Tim on 01392 427415 or 07887694873

Aerials & Satellite
City & Guilds

NVQ

01363 777190 07841 644395
kev@kevinosborneaerials.co.uk
Aerial Upgrades ** All aspects of Installation and Repair
** Existing Aerial & Satellite Problems Resolved **
Discrete Installation ** DAB Radio Aerial ** Extra TV Points
Free Advice ** Free Quotation Service ** Free Signal Check
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DOMESTIC HEATING

THE GREEN CORNER

Exeter's carbon neutral target for 2030, reported in the
Express and Echo recently, pointed us to a number of
initiatives that will need to be taken to achieve it.

Recycling Electronic Equipment
There’s a UK charity that recycles unwanted electrical
equipment including phones, laptops, and tablets (see
http://www.weeecharity.co.uk/index.php). If you haven’t
already done it before, you should give them your old
devices and they will securely wipe any data you’ve left
on the device. They cover all of the UK and can collect or
send you a label and provide drop-off point info. They are
recommended by Which?

One difficult area which I've not seen discussed though,
is what to do about domestic and other heating systems.
Most of these will burn fossil fuel in the form of gas, LPG
or oil, and to change from this to electric heating from
renewable sources is not likely to be easy. The cheapest
replacement system would be one using direct electrical
heating such as convectors, fan heaters or electrically
heated radiators but the trouble with these is that they
cost a lot more to run than the system they replaced. So
although cheap to install they would be very expensive to
run.

If there is sufficient interest, maybe we could organise a
local collection so that we might have a (small) van load
for them to collect?
If you are interested in this idea, please contact Guy
Fielding via guy.fielding@horizon2.co.uk.
But of course, you can simply contact them directly if that
makes more sense for you.

An alternative would be to install a heat pump system.
A heat pump works exactly like a fridge or a freezer
except that you want to use the heat which is normally
lost through the coils at the back. They generate hot
water which can be connected to the existing heating
system - albeit with larger radiators because the water is
not as hot as that from a boiler.

Waste Food
Apparently, leading UK dairy and food brands are joining
forces to roll out new messaging on their packaging to
persuade shoppers to be guided by their own senses of
the look, smell and taste of their food rather than
religiously sticking to “best by” dates when deciding if
something is still fit to eat. Nearly 30 major brands are
supporting the “Look, Smell, Taste, Don’t Waste”
campaign which has been launched recently. It will see
brands switching from “use by” to “best before” for some
products and being completely removed from long-lasting
items like salt. The initiative is backed by Defra and
WRAP, the government’s waste advisory body.
Some of the sort of recommendations from Wrap are:
• Crisps – one month
• Biscuits – six months
• Cereals – six months
• Canned food – 12 months
• Confectionary – 12 months
• Pasta sauce – 12 months
• Dried pasta – three years!

There are two types,- air source, which take heat from the
outside air, and ground source, which take heat from below ground.
Air source pumps produce about 3kW of heat for every
1kw of electricity consumed and ground source pumps
produce about 4kW for the same electricity,- so they are
cheap to run but expensive to install (especially the more
efficient ground source type).
So it's certainly possible to have zero carbon heating
systems but it won't be cheap. The obvious question
then, is how will it be paid for?
Peter Hanson

JUST FOR FUN

WRAP do make it clear though, that “Use by” refers to
safety: you must not eat food past this date. You cannot
always smell the bacteria that causes food to spoil, so
after the ‘use by’ date, the food may appear perfectly fine
to eat, but could still lead to food poisoning.
Peter Hanson

KRAZY KOOKS KORNER

Beetroot bread anyone? We seem to have a fair number
of beetroots in the veg patch at the moment which need
to be used soonish. So, wondering what to do with them,
I thought of beetroot and ginger soup for some of them at
least. Very nice too but maybe too much of it, so what
about using some of the soup to make bread?
Weird, I know, but should be interesting and hopefully
edible at least. Strange colour of course, but just mixed
with strong flour, a bit of olive oil and salt as for normal
bread - with a bit of grated cheese thrown in and with luck
we’ll have a healthy if rather weird loaf of bread to try.
Well I liked it anyway! And if anyone would like a beetroot
I have a few you could have.
Peter Hanson
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WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
11th FEBRUARY 2021
DRAFT Minutes of Virtual Meeting of Whitestone Parish
Council held at 7.30pm on Thursday 11th February 2021 to
be ratified on 11th March 2021
Attendance:- Chair – Councillor T Miles.
Councillors V Bryant, L Dyer, A Evans, L Fairley, P Lee,
S Llewelyn, M Smith.
District Councillor A Swain
Mrs P Vaughan – Clerk to the Council
Mr G Fielding, Mr L Joyce.
Apologies Cllr M Belt, Cllr C Galton .
Cllr Miles opened the meeting and welcomed new
Councillor Mrs M Smith who is joining the meeting tonight.
Unfortunately Cllr Smith was having technical difficulties in
joining via Zoom and although able to hear had to rely on
telephone communication at one stage of the meeting.
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Mr Luke Joyce was in attendance in order to comment on
the response sent to Teignbridge District Council in regard
to his planning application for Unit 2 at Rebecca Springs
and Cllr Miles invited him to address the meeting. Mr
Joyce explained he was anxious to resolve some of the
concerns which the Parish Council seemed to have and
he explained that he wished to enhance the building and
bring it into use as a family home and, to this purpose, he
went through some of the issues which had been raised.
Cllr Miles thanked him for coming to the meeting and
explained that although the Whitestone Parish Council
were asked to comment on the planning it was for
Teignbridge District Council Planning Department to make
the final decision.
9. Minutes of the virtual Council Meeting held on
Thursday 14th January 2021 having been circulated were
confirmed as correct for signing.
10.

REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR /
DISTRICT COUNCILLORS
District Councillor Swain reported that the Teignbridge
budget was still going through and also informed the
meeting that the Dunchideock Parish Council had
resigned and was no longer in existence.
11. PLANNING
11.1 20/02344/FUL Conversion of disused business unit
to a dwelling at Unit 2, Rebecca Springs.
Response sent to Teignbridge District Council Planning
Department:- The application at Unit 2, Rebecca Springs,
Nadderwater, Devon EX4 2JH has been discussed and
considered by Whitestone Parish Council. The proposed
application is for the conversion of a disused business unit
to a dwelling. There appear to be numerous
inconsistencies and incorrect statements within this
application which are cause for concern as well as the
important omission that this site is located in an Area of
Great Landscape Value.
i) Confusion regarding bedroom numbers. The
Supplementary Statement from the Agent is for 3
bedrooms (one with en-suite) and a family bathroom but
the elevation plan clearly shows 4 bedrooms each with a
full en-suite bathroom and no family bathroom. We have
concerns that this application looks more like
accommodation for 4 people (multiple occupancy) rather
than a family home. If this is the case then an increase in
vehicles accessing this site is likely which negates the
Agent's traffic argument.

ii) There is no justification or reasoning for the need of the
large workshop shown on the elevation plan. If the
applicant plans to run a business then again this is likely
to involve an increase in traffic accessing this site.
iii) Item 2.6 in the Agent's statement states that “internally
the accommodation is all on one level” but the elevation
plan clearly shows 3 steps at either end of the hallway and
would therefore not provide disabled access to any
bedroom. Disabled access should be included on any new
build or conversion of this type.
iv) Describing Nadderwater as a “vibrant village” to
support the applicant's sustainable credentials is rather an
exaggeration given that Nadderwater is an area within the
parish of Whitestone (which itself is not classed as a
village but is considered to be “open countryside”). The
nearest shops and amenities are in the Redhills area of
Exeter or at the bottom of Exwick estate which negates
this sustainable argument.
v) Item 2.6 in the Supplementary Statement mentions the
bus to support its sustainable credentials. This site is not a
designated bus stop but the bus can be flagged down if
required.
vi) The statement regarding South West Refrigeration is
false. They definitely have not got planning permission
and there was a refusal decision submitted by Teignbridge
District Council which we hope will be upheld by the
planning inspectorate. The traffic argument put forward
here by the Agent is therefore not relevant.
vii) The Agent's report seems to focus specifically on the
NPPF paragraph 79 that concerns isolated redundant
buildings being converted to high quality buildings. Merely
converting this basic constructed farm building with the
suggestion of wildflower planting is not sufficient to cite
NPPF paragraph 79 and we are concerned that it might
set a precedent for other disused buildings. The
Whitestone Parish Council do acknowledge that previous
planning permission was granted in 2016 under Prior
Approval Part P to convert from Class B8 to a C3 Class
dwelling which has now lapsed and some external
changes were approved in 2019. We do have concerns
over the site being over developed and we do not wish to
see additional applications for the remaining B8 buildings
at Rebecca Springs.
Whitestone Parish Council does not support this
application mainly due to over development of the site and
the previously mentioned traffic concerns. If Teignbridge
District Council is minded to approve please consider
these proposed conditions:1. A management plan to be submitted to control the
removal and disposal of asbestos roof sheets.
2. The precautions suggested in the Ecology report should
be strictly followed both during the building process
(additional bird boxes etc) and care taken during
dismantling the asbestos sheeting to protect wildlife (birds
and bats etc).
3. A planting scheme to be submitted which would
increase biodiversity around the site and an improvement
to the appearance of the entrance which appears to have
been widened in recent years.
4. A condition preventing a business to be run from the
property or to be sub-let which would increase the number
of vehicles accessing the site.
PLANNING GRANTED
Grant of Conditional Planning Permission
11.2 20/00475/FUL Retention of slurry lagoon and area
for turning at Copperwalls Farm.
11.3 20/02107/FUL Demolition of barn and construction
of two dwellings validated on 10th November 2020 at
Styles Barton Farm
Mr Joyce left the meeting at 8pm
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(Continued on p.13)

Stephen Heathcote
Property Surveying

Pound Farm
Whitestone
Exeter EX4 2HP
shpsurveying@btinternet.com
www.shpsurveying.co.uk
07711 047372
Your Local

Building Surveys
Defect & Repair Advice
Expert witness
Architectural design
Contract Administration
Party Wall
Dilapidations

Chartered Building Surveyor &
Architectural Designer

HOMEWORKS
Carpentry
General maintenance and
Refurbishment
Dealing with all types of maintenance
Painting and Decorating

GARETH J CLATWORTHY

H E N R Y J. N E T H E R W A Y

Interior & Exterior Quality Decorating
Tel: (01392) 811819
07925 054796
gj.clatworthy@gmail.com

Carpenter & Joinery Manufacturer

‘LOWER HURSTON’
Tedburn Road
Whitestone
Devon
EX4 2HF

Pitt Farm, Churchtown, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2LG

07710 434760 (mobile)

RM House &
Commercial Clearance

01392 811829 (tel/ans)

Mitchell Funeral Services
Your local Funeral Directors
In your time of need we'll take care of all the funeral
arrangements. Call us 24 hours a day.

including

Houses, Workshops, Garages & Gardens
Any size job

We also supply Funeral Pre-Payment Plans

Call/txt 07578 869 650

King William Street, Exeter EX4 6PD
Tel: 01392 272682
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(continued from p.11)

12. MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION
12.1 Review of DCC Lower Hare Farm – Judicial Review
and consider progress and agree finances to pay.
Cllr Miles reported that there has been no progress by
Devon County Council and a decision is still pending.
12.2 Inspection of Footpaths/Bridleways
Cllr Bryant reported that she has been completing the
necessary returns regarding the 8 footpaths and 5
bridleways throughout the Parish for Devon County P3
Scheme and has passed 6 and failed 7. Ros Davies has
been contacted with some concerns and a tree on
Bridleway 16 has already been dealt with and Cllr Bryant
would be compiling a report for the Parish magazine.
Cllr Miles thanked Cllr Bryant for all her hard work in
completing this work.
12.3 Updated guidance on Vehicle Activated Speed signs
Cllr Evans reported that he was still investigating pricing
in regard to the installation of speed signs and would be
preparing a spreadsheet and fact finding report for
Councillors on which signs would be most advantageous
for Whitestone. Cllr Smith felt that it was most necessary
to have a sign in the vicinity of Nadderwater and it was
agreed that this area would be one which would benefit.
Following discussion it was noted by Councillors that
Kenn and Shillingford had already had signs installed
and advice might be sought from these Councils, also
advice might be sought from Helen Frankpitt (Highways
Officer). Cllr Evans promised to send in a report prior to
the March meeting and he requested feedback for areas
which would benefit for the siting of signs. Also
discussed at this juncture was the dangerous stretch of
crumbling road as you drive from Redhills towards
Nadderwater and it was agreed that this should be
reported separately to Devon Highways.
12.4 Progress on BT boxes
Cllr Belt had reported to the Clerk that Mr Blades was in
the process of painting the interior of the box by the bus
stop although the exterior painting had not taken place
owing to the weather. A suggestion was made that the
box at Nadderwater might contain maps and information
regarding walks within the Whitestone Parish.
12.5 Action on Climate Change
Whitestone Parish Council and Climate Change - Report
from Meeting held over Zoom on 9th February 2021 by
Councillors Fairley, Llewelyn and Galton having been
distributed to Councillors was discussed and it was
agreed that further action be investigated and brought to
the next Council meeting.
12.6 Standing Orders
These had been distributed to Councillors and Cllr Miles
suggested that new Councillors should sign on for
Councillor training which at present is taking place on
Zoom.
12.7 Crossway Park – report on play equipment
Cllr Fairley reported that the new Boat Springer will be
installed during the first week of March. The Playground
will be closed for a day to allow clearing of the old
Springer and installation of the new one. The new
Springer will then be fenced off for 2 to 3 days to give the
foundations time to set. It has been suggested that we
name the Boat so it would be nice if we could have some
suggestions from the children using the playground for
names for the new equipment and this will be advertised.
Suggestions can be made by commenting on
Facebook or by writing it on a card addressed to the
Parish Council and posted in the Parish Hall postbox.
Please include the child/childrens’ names and the

suggested Boat name. The name will then be chosen by
the Parish Council Chairperson and Committee.
12.8 Parish Lengthsperson
It has been reported that Mr Blades is still finding a great
deal of litter within the Parish and that he had to remove
some mattresses which had been dumped although it
was noted that if items of this nature were dumped then
Teignbridge District Council should be contacted and they
would arrange for them to be removed.
12.9 Face to Face Council meetings from 7th May 2021
Notification has been received from Devon Association
of Local Councils that legislation permitting Councils to
meet remotely will come to an end on 6th May and it was
agreed that, if this is necessary, then the Council would
have to request the large meeting room at the Hall in
order that participants could distance appropriately.
Legislation will be constantly reviewed.
13. FINANCE
13.1 Budget for 2021-2022
Updated budget information, having been distributed to
Councillors, it was noted that the budget of £59,783.00
for 2021/22 was adopted. The Precept for 2021/22
having been changed back to the level of 2019, i.e.
£6,100 as resolved at the January meeting.
Income
13.2 1 School Houses rent to 27th February 2021
£750.00 - £102.00 (includes £17.00 VAT) =
£648.00
13.3 2 School Houses rent to 1st March 2021
£825.00 - £109.20 (includes £18.20 VAT) =
£715.80
It was noted that this now includes the insurance cover
arranged through Carter Geering.
Expenditure
The following expenditure was proposed and
seconded for payment. All in favour and the cheques to
be signed by Councillors Belt and Miles.
13.4 Mr L Blades
£410.70
13.5 Whitestone Parish Hall – hire of Hall for
Parish Council meetings.
£120.00
13.6 Whitestone Parish Hall – Parish Hall
Insurance
£1,140.24
13.7 Mr Dicker – Grasscutting maintenance bus
shelter/Crossway Park/P3 footpath
£478.32
13.8 QuickPrint SW Ltd (inc. £29.78 VAT)
£178.68
14. CORRESPONDENCE
Letter of thanks from Mary Colson (Secretary to Parish
Hall Committee) for donation of £500 towards cost of new
disabled entrance at Hall.
15. REPORTS
15.1 Cllr Bryant reported that concrete has been dumped
at Twiscombe corner on the road to Crediton. In addition
the sign post at Heath Cross is missing two of its arms
and she requested that these items be reported to the
appropriate authority.
15.2 Cllr Dyer spoke on the Wild Life Wardens Group and
said that she was hopeful of obtaining a grant for a wildlife camera. Contact to be made to Cllr Charles Nuttall to
see if there is a grant available. Some Councillors offered
photos and reports on wildlife spotted within the Parish.
15.3 Cllr Lee spoke on her hope that together with Judith
Sandford they would be able to open the library which is
housed in the Parish Hall for perhaps 2 hours a week
(socially distanced), if the Hall Committee are in
agreement, to allow parishioners to select and borrow
books but not to linger and chat.
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(continued on p.15)

Shawthorne Bungalow
Whitestone
Exeter EX4 2JS

Tel: 01392-811374

Mary Belt
Dressmaking Curtains Alterations Repairs
Zip Replacements

Louise Blades
Saddle Fitter & Stubben Specialist
07764 303 659
www.stubben-specialist.co.uk

For all your saddle and accessories requirements
Large stock of used saddles including Stubben, GFS,
Pessoa, Bates and Albion
50% off my visit charge with this advert
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(Continued from p.13)

WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES
The next Parish Council meeting will be a virtual meeting
on Thursday 11th MARCH 2021 at 7.30pm.
Topic: Whitestone Parish Council Meeting. Join Zoom
Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8492542955?
pwd=aGRkaEORWU1YTIYcTBjdlp4ckwzQT09
Meeting ID: 881 1399 8264 Passcode: 792448
The meeting closed at 9.40p.m.

THE FOOTPATHS AND BRIDLEWAYS AROUND
THE PARISH OF WHITESTONE
INSPECTION NOTES FROM VICKY BRYANT P3 CLLR
Every February, Devon County Council receives the
Whitestone Parish Council’s summary of the work
completed on our parish footpaths and bridleways over
the past year carried out either by contractors or by the
P3 Councillor who has taken on this role. They also
receive Survey Comment Sheets completed by the P3
Councillor describing the condition of each of the 13
footpaths and bridleways and whether they have passed
or failed the inspection, an Annual Grant Form whereby
the P3 Councillor applies for money to cover the work
and materials for projects identified to be done during the
next year and a Summary of Expenditure for the last
financial year.
In Whitestone we have 8 footpaths and 5 bridleways
which all have a number that can be clearly seen on the
large parish map outside the Parish Hall. [At time of
writing this, the map was awaiting a new waterproof
case]. Hopefully all the jobs identified for action will be
completed over the coming financial year.
Summary
1. Footpath 7 [which runs behind the Parish Hall]
Inspected on 3rd January 2021- signposts and way
markers all in place. No litter or dog faeces found.
Parishioners inform me that there is a soggy patch
behind the Crossways bungalows all year round - DCC
P3 Officer to check out [if possible] why this is so.
FAILED
2. Footpath 9 [ immediately opposite the junction of Hill
and Pound Lanes]
Inspected on 3rd January 2021 - signpost on Pound Lane
is leaning and maybe rotten at the base and gate at C50
does not close properly. FAILED
3. Bridleway 10 [over the C50 past the entrance to
White Horse Storage compound]
Inspected on 3rd January 2021 - signposts and way
markers fine. Bridleway has been reported at times to be
blocked but on day of inspection the path was passable.
Teignbridge Enforcement Officer is fully aware of the
activity opposite Springdale Farm but please do let me
know if the bridleway is found to be blocked again. Good
views of Whitestone across the valley. PASSED

5.

Bridleway 27 [signposted at Toms Head Cross,
Oldridge]
Inspected on 10th August 2020 - usual muddy track that
tractors use was dried up - signpost reported last year has
been replaced and new pedestrian gate installed at
entrance to Combe Brake. Footbridge at Lily Brook - good
condition. Tranquil spot where dragonflies and butterflies
can be seen. PASSED
6. Footpath 28 [follows on from bridleway 27 and joins
Tedburn St. Mary’s footpath 9]
Inspected on 10th August 2020 - all signposts and way
markers in place. PASSED
7. Bridleway 2a [found between East and West
Rowhorne Farms]
Inspected on 21st May 2020 - leads to Newton Wood and
then joins Newton St. Cyres’ bridleway 2. PASSED
8. Footpath 22 [signposted at “Greenfields” on the
Crediton Road from Heath Cross]
Inspected on 21st May 2020 when the bluebells were
flowering. Gate at the end of Sherwood Lane [track] as it
enters Whiptail Wood reported to be extremely stiff and it
still was when inspected. Wooden steps in Whiptail Wood
renewed as requested after last years’ inspection. This
footpath joins Newton St. Cyres’ footpath 1. FAILED
9. Footpath 23 [signposted at Copperwalls Lodge on the
Crediton Road]
Inspected on 10th August 2020 – cuts across to Oldridge
Lane. Since inspection, planning permission granted for a
slurry pit which is sited alongside this footpath – it is not
known whether this has subsequently had any impact on
the footpath. PASSED
10. Footpath 6 [signposted opposite Church Bridge
Cottage in Church Lane]
Inspected 16th January 2021 – the signpost where the path
meets footpath 17 still not fixed – damaged by hedge
cutting machinery. FAILED
11. Footpath 17 [From Kentlands to Deerslake,
Halsfordwood]
Inspected 16th January 2021 – 2nd stile very awkward –
have asked for an additional step to be added for those of
us with short legs! Signpost at Kentlands damaged [see
10]. FAILED
12. Footpath 18 [Deerslake to the lane at Halsfordwood]
Inspected 16th January 2021 PASSED
13. Bridleway 16 [Nadder Farm/ Ford Cottage up to
Rowhorne Road]
Inspected 10th January 2021 – signpost at Ford Cottage to
be realigned – 50 yards up path split branch overhanging
path – dangerous - reported to P3 Officer to be removed
quickly! FAILED

JUST FOR FUN
My wife sent me a text that said,
"Your great"
So, naturally, I wrote back, "No,
you're great"

4. Bridleway 14 [Folley Hill to the C50 past Lower Hare
Farm]
Inspected on 10th November 2020. New post required for
way marker to be placed where the new vehicle track/
driveway from C50 meets the bridleway. Signpost on C50
not visible needs to be moved out from hedge so it can
be seen. FAILED

She's been walking around all
happy and smiling.
Should I tell her I was just correcting
her grammar or leave it?
15
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WHO SAID IT QUIZ from GUY FIELDING

Hello everyone,
There seems to be good news on the not too distant
horizon regarding the virus. How have you got on with the
jabs?. I had my first one at St. Thomas Heath Centre on
the 19th January and I must say how magnificently it was
organized. The work involved in arranging it and carrying
it out was second to none. We still need to be careful for
a while longer, but there is a good light at the end of the
tunnel.. It seems we may be able to meet again soon.
Just watch this space.
In the past, I have been saying that, if you have anything
you wish to have in the Good Companions slot, let me
know, but I have not given my contact details!!!!. Here
they are: Telephone: 01647 61934, email: paddykins5@gmail.com So there`s no excuse now and I look
forward to hearing from you soon.
Keep well, keep safe and keep in touch.
All the best from your favourite team.

Angela and all.

The following are a series of 20 quotes. Many of them
were said by ex-President Donald J Trump, but many of
them weren’t. Can you identify which is which? Give
yourself a point if you can correctly identify the quote as
Trump/Not Trump. And if you think Trump didn’t say it,
there’s a bonus point for correctly identifying the person
who did say it.
The maximum score
possible is 30. And obviously, Google isn’t a contestant.
The people who originally said the quote include:
Trump, Reagan, Boris Johnson, Nigel Farage, Hitler,
Stalin, Mussolini, David Brent (The Office) and Peter
Griffin (Family Guy).
Correct answers on Page 21.
1: Status quo, you know, is Latin for ‘the mess we’re in’.
2: “Beauty and elegance, whether in a woman, a
building, or a work of art, is not just superficial or
something pretty to see.”.
3: “What you’re seeing and what you’re reading is not
what’s happening,”
4: “I'll turn my life into a masterpiece.”
5: “Good people don't go into government.”
6: “I think frankly when it comes to chaos you ain't seen
nothing yet.”
7: “The concept of shaking hands is absolutely terrible”

FLOWER ARRANGERS
Spring is just around the corner and maybe you could all
be trying your hand at a spring arrangement !

8: I trust no one, not even myself.
9: "To be blunt, people would vote for me. They just
would. Why? Maybe it’s because I'm so good looking."
10: “A nation that cannot control its borders is not a
nation.”
11: "Trust, encouragement, reward, loyalty... satisfaction.
That's what I'm... you know. Trust people and they'll be
true to you. Treat them greatly, and they will show
themselves to be great."
12: “In life you have to rely on the past, and that’s called
history.”
13: "I have an idea so smart that my head would explode
if I even began to know what I was talking about."
14: "I think if this country gets any kinder or gentler, it's
literally going to cease to exist."
15: Nobody knew health care could be so complicated.

Look around there are free Catkins, Pussy willow,
Primroses, Snowdrops and Daffodils.
Hopefully Flower classes will return at some time. Go on
give it a go!
Gill Oakey

16: “The world belongs to the man with guts!”
17: "My speaking style was criticised by no less an
authority than Arnold Schwarzenegger. It was a low
moment, my friends, to have my rhetorical skills
denounced by a monosyllabic Austrian cyborg."
18: “The beauty of me is that I’m very rich “.
19: “The people who cast the votes don't decide the
election, it’s the people who count the votes who do.”
20: "My fingers are long and beautiful, as are various
other parts of my body"
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BOOKING THE PARISH HALL
No new bookings are being taken for the
Whitestone Parish Hall at present.
Please contact the Booking Clerk, Caroline
Honeywill, for the latest information.

Tel: 01392 811245 email: carolinehoneywill@icloud.com

The last date for contributions to the
next Parish Magazine (APRIL) is

Tuesday 16th March
Marlon M. Warren & Brandon B. Warren

EMAIL ADDRESS
magazine@superjock.co.uk

ALL ASPECTS OF GARDEN
WORK UNDERTAKEN

JOBS FOR THE PARISH LINESMAN

Mowing Strimming Hedge cutting
Small paddock Topping etc.

If you notice any damage to Parish property, build up
of litter, blocked roadside ditches, or any other matter
that would improve the environment and well-being of
Parishioners or visitors within the Parish boundaries,
please contact the Parish Linesman’s line manager:
Cllr Mary Belt on 01392 811374
who will liaise with the Parish Council and schedule
the tasks.

Ramslade Farm, Whitestone
07500 681 817
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MARY’S DAIRY DIARY
FEBRUARY ON THE FARM

GARDENING CLUB FOR MARCH
March is the month for sowing lots of seeds including
Sweet Peas!
N AT U R E
There’s a tension between the inexorable turning of the
year and the last blast of winter. The days are lengthening,
cheering up plants and animals alike who risk a new cycle
of growth. At the same time winter can throw surprises with
the arbitrary moving of cold or warm air masses giving
spring - like warmth or icy blasts that nip any springing in
the bud.
There are the early signs of growth – catkins starting to
lengthen, snowdrops and even the odd primrose. The
birdsong builds in the morning and there are deer antlers
shed in the woods as the males get rid of their elaborate
headpieces.
AR A B L E
We wait for the soil to firm up to spread manure
(composted straw bedding with all the lovely animal
wastes) priming it to work miracles on the soil. Spring
barley was our best crop last year. The spring crops
provide stubble for overwintering birds, makes good use of
the manure, provides feed and bedding for animals next
winter, and produces next spring’s manure: that’s a cycle
that is humming.

A vase of sweet peas with their wonderful fragrance is
one of the delights of summer and now is the ideal
time to sow them.
Cut down on plastic by sowing in bio degradable
empty loo roll tubes! Sweet peas have deep roots so
ideal for loo roll tubes. Stand several together in a tray,
tie together so they stay upright and fill them with
multipurpose compost. Sow 2 seeds per tube and
press them down 1 cm from the surface. Soak with
tepid water and then place on a warm bright windowsill
to germinate and start to grow. Once they reach 6-8cm
pinch the top shoot off. This will promote 2 or 3 side
shoots which will be far more vigorous than the
original growth. Plant outdoors once warmer weather
arrives April onwards. A wigwam of Bamboo canes or
Hazel sticks is advisable for them to climb up as they
grow.

COWS
The spring calved cows start coming in off the crop, and
into the barn for a last bit of TLC before they calve at the
end of the month. The calf grows visibly bigger in their
bellies, and the cows rest, hang out and eat in preparation
for the big day. We’ve spent the winter improving
buildings. Now we’ll see how the changes land with the
cows: they are mostly outside, and these few weeks can
make all the difference.

JOBS FOR THE MONTH
1 Prune late flowering Clematis.
2 Cut to the ground your Cornus.
3 Lift and divide perennial's.
4 Prepare to plant Begonia tubers.
5 Repot last years Lily bulbs.
6 Sow Broad beans.
7 Remove old leaves of Strawberry plants.
8 Complete winter fruit pruning.

Now the benefits of being outside all winter, keeping toned
and fit show up. The animals calve easily with exercised
muscles and vigorous little hybrid calves. Calves that have
an easy entry to the world are more vigorous and are able
to suckle that valuable colostrum first milk, priming their
immune systems for life. We keep the calves in a barn that
we re-built last year after a fire. Our people showed
incredible heroism in saving all of the animals. The calves
kept running back into the building seeking the safety in
their familiar pens. In the end, the last few calves needed
to be carried out of the smoke-filling burning building.

The days are getting longer, the clocks will change at
the end of the month so plenty of time to start getting
the garden organised.
Whitestone Gardening Club

D AI R Y
We are making cheese for what we hope are pandemicfree times next year. The cheese starts candle-like and
glowing in their fresh cloths, and develops an exquisite
pattern and aroma of mould over the months, until they are
a rich grey-green colour with flecks of interesting moulds.
All of that gives a distinctive and unique flavour profile
belonging to this farm.

If you have any comments to make on the content,
layout or any other matters concerning this magazine,
please contact the Editor: Mrs Jennifer Kellagher,
East Rowhorne, Nadderwater, Exeter EX4 2LQ.
Tel: 01392 273864.
We always welcome any suggestions to improve the
magazine.

Mary Quicke

If you wish to place an advertisement, please contact
the editor for the current rates.
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Judicial Review to the next stage, which is for us to go to a
judge and ask them to give us permission to pursue a JR.

LOWER HARE FARM – FROZEN IN ASPIC?

In our last report on the “progress” of the Lower Hare
Farm application, we reported that there had been no
progress. After the meeting of DCC’s Development
Management Committee at which they narrowly voted to
approve the application for a landfill on Yonder Hare
Down, the website showed that the actual consent that
usually follows a decision to approve had still not been
granted.
Well, it’s now two and a half months after that meeting,
and the position is still exactly the same. As of 2:30pm
this afternoon (Tuesday 16th Feb 2021) and this is what
the website still shows:

We will then proceed to the next stage, which involves
laying out the details of our case. Of course, we’ve not
been able to do this yet, because as long as DCC haven’t
issued their planning consent there is no decision that we
can challenge. So we remain in a kind of a standoff.
Unless and until they issue their consent then we can 't,
and have no need, to move to the next stage.
However, as ever, STAWL has not been idle. We have
been forensically analysing both the Planning Officers’
Final Report to the DMC and the recording of the DMC
meeting (all 2+ hours of it) and will be submitting a
further Letter Before Action, via our solicitors, to the DCC.
This will be outlining further evidence that substantially
bolsters our case that the decision made by the DMC to
approve this application was unsound. Watch this space!
I hope you all stay safe and well.
Sincerely,
Guy Fielding
(Chair, STAWL)

CHURCH HOUSE EDUCATIONAL
FOUNDATION
Registered charity 269625
The Trust was set up in the 18th century by Mr John
Splatt, a successful candle maker in Heavitree.
The fund is intended to provide financial assistance to
residents of the ancient parish of Whitestone who wish
to further their education or training for academic or
practical purposes - funding for leisure activities are
not eligible for consideration. There is no restriction on
the age of applicants who may apply and applications
are not means tested.
All applications are assessed in confidence by the
Trustees with reference to the provisions of the Trust
Deed. Successful grant applications range typically
from £50 to £500, depending on particular
circumstances.
The Trustees are elected representatives from village
organisations who meet twice a year, normally in May
and November to consider applications. Notice in
of the meetings is always given in the Parish
Magazine.
Applications need to be fully costed with
documentary evidence and must be accompanied
by a completed data protection form (see below).
They should be sent to Hon Secretary Mrs Margaret
Nierop Hillcrest Whitestone EX4 2HR or by email to:
margaret@thenierops.co.uk to arrive no later than 5th
May 2021.

You may remember that, in last month’s Parish
Magazine, I speculated as to the possible reasons for the
delay. We have now contacted the DCC’s Planning
Department and asked them about the delay. Here is
their reply:
“The committee resolution requires that a Section 106
agreement is signed by the applicant and Council before
the planning permission is issued. We have instructed
solicitors to act on our behalf in drafting the agreement,
but negotiation and completion of an agreement can
often take several weeks or more. I am therefore unable
to confirm when the planning permission will be issued.”

Applications are now invited for consideration for
funding at the meeting of trustees to be held in
May 2021.
The form can be downloaded from the Whitestone
website (www.whitestone-devon.org.uk) and selecting
CHEF from the top menu.
Margaret Nierop

From Andy Hill, Planning Development Manager, Devon County Council

So, for the time being, we remain in limbo. We are
waiting for the consent to be issued in order to take the
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The Whitestone Parish Hall will be closed until 31st March 2021 at the earliest.
This date will be reviewed in line with national guidance.
TABLE TENNIS

SHORT MAT BOWLS

CUBAN AIRWAVES
WHITESTONE GARDENING CLUB
ARTS & CRAFTS MORNINGS

SOCIAL CLUB

WHITESTONE HANDBELL RINGERS
WHITESTONE CHRISTIAN PRAYER GROUP
CHURCH BELL RINGING

BENEFICE CHOIR

FLOWER ARRANGING CLASSES
All the above cancelled until further notice.
WHITESTONE WALKERS
Please note that there will be no walks in February or
March due to the current lockdown provisions.
Details of future walks will be circulated
Herb Piper

WHITESTONE SOCIAL CLUB
(Secretary Bryan Durrant 01392 811328)
We’ll meet again, do know where, don’t know when!
The Social Club normally meets monthly, mostly in the
Village Hall, and is a great opportunity to meet other
people. After the speaker there is a social “bring and
share” food and drink session. Membership is £12 per
annum, but non-members are most welcome to join us at
meetings in the hall (except for the anniversary meal) on
an occasional basis at a cost of £3.00 per evening.
Meetings in the hall normally start at 7:30pm.
All meetings are currently cancelled due to COVID.
VILLAGE VOICES CONTINUES WITH ZOOM
Village Voices have resumed rehearsals “on line.” After a
nail biting first session, we have settled into a routine that
allows us to meet, use our voices and, best of all, learn
new music for the future.
Of course, it is not perfect. Everyone mutes their
microphone when they sing and I have a view of people
singing at entirely different times. They can only hear me
playing the piano and sing along.

PILATES
The Whitestone Pilates group session has continued to
meet on a Monday evening, though in cyberspace.
Caroline Dodd, our fantastic instructor, has provided an
amazing steady and reliable service, with the option for
people to attend more than once a week if they choose.

While singing a solo might seem terrifying, nevertheless,
it helps to uncover problems, while I cannot hear anything!

We are planning to restart in the Parish Hall as soon
as this becomes possible, which will not be until 2021.
In the meantime we will continue on Zoom to keep
strong and stretched out.
Judy Sanford and Martin Fairley

Feed back is positive and the following from one member
was particularly encouraging:
“Zoom has been a great invention for me as, for the first
time in ages, I can hear everything in meetings and today
I could hear you playing without any other distractions.
Then I can pick out my part and sing with confidence but,
at the same time, seeing the other singers’ happy faces. I
think as long as the internet is stable, this will be a really
good way for me to learn new pieces and consolidate the
familiar ones.”
Latest news
Village Voices have now had three rehearsals "on line"
via Zoom and are beginning to learn new music ready for
the time when we will be able to perform to audiences
again. Naturally, we very much look forward to this as,
with internet deficiencies common to all villages, even
zoom rehearsals can prove frustrating.
We are learning a new folk song, "Oh can ye sew
cushions" from Scotland and in contrast the Cindi Lauper
song "True Colors" (the American spelling, not a typo!)

1 Reagan
2 Trump
3 Trump
4 Mussolini
5 Trump
6 Farage
7 Trump
8 Stalin
9 Trump
10 Reagan
11 David Brent
12 Trump
13 Peter Griffin
14 Trump
15 Trump
16 Hitler
17 Boris Johnson
18 Trump
19 Stalin
20 Trump

The Answers to the Quiz on
page 17

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Please contact the Parish Clerk, Pat Vaughan, for the
latest information. (01392 411628) or view the
Whitestone website www.whitestone-devon.org.uk

It is possible for the choir to feed back their ideas and one
member of the choir is locked down in Cornwall but still
joins in.

Our accompanist, Carol Galton, has miraculously
recorded the piano duet accompaniment to "Rhythm of
Life" (single handedly!") for us to revisit and we thank her
for that.
Do join us if you like singing. No knowledge of notation is
necessary and the Dropbox is now full of rehearsal tracks
and accompaniments.
LIz Watkins
01392 811285
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