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NORTH KENN MISSION COMMUNITY 

 
INTENDED SERVICES FOR APRIL 2021 

 
Sunday April 4th EASTER DAY 
 
  9.30 am  Holcombe Burnell    Holy Communion  Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.00 am  Tedburn St Mary        Holy Communion  Revd Martin Wood 
 
 Sunday April 11th 
 
10.30 am  Whitestone    Morning Prayer        Revd Tim Gorringe 
10.30 am      Cheriton Bishop   Morning Prayer   Revd Martin Wood  
  3.00 pm       Pathfinder     Prayer and Fellowship 
 
Sunday April 18th 
 
10.30 am.  Tedburn St Mary   Morning Prayer   Revd Tim Gorringe 
10.30 am  Holcombe Burnell  Morning Prayer   Revd Martin Wood 
 
Sunday April 25th 
 
10.30 am  Cheriton Bishop   Morning Prayer   Revd Tim Gorringe 
10.30 am  Whitestone    Morning Prayer       Revd Martin Wood   
  3.00 pm   Pathfinder    United Service 
 
Thursday April 29th 
 
10.30.am  Pathfinder    Morning Prayer   Revd Martin Wood 
 
 
In response to the Bishop’s request the North Kenn Team have decided to open our 
churches for Easter Sunday and hold Holy Communion Services in 2 of them, at 
9.30.am and 11.0.am. 
 
The Following Sunday, we will have Morning Prayer at the other 2 parish churches, 
both at 10.30.am. 
 
All these arrangements are dependent on there being no changes to the COVID 19 
situation here in the Diocese of Exeter. 
 
Please watch the parish notice board on line, to keep up-to-date. Travel safely. 
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FROM THE RECTOR 

 

NEW HOPE 
 
For many people, spring marks the beginning of a new season often associated with new life or a 
new start. It was often regarded as the start of a new year, a new beginning. The winter is a fallow 
time when things appear to stand still and not change. With the return of the light and the warmth, 
things come back to life or are born. For many people, the third national lockdown has been a  
fallow time, waiting to be released back into life. I guess many people have seen on TV the cattle 
being released from the winter cow sheds to new spring grass. There is a sense of urgency and 
excitement about new freedom and fresh food! Sadly, despite the excellent work of people during 
the lockdown, there is still great uncertainty about the way forward. There is real caution to ensure 
the gains in the fight against Covid-19 are not lost. We may be able to see some first steps, but 
although the direction of the path to recovery is clearer, there is still a long way to be travelled. 
 
If we are honest, for most of our lives we only see a few first steps and have no real idea of the 
exact direction of travel. The mistake is always to wait for more clarity and miss the chance to 
take that first step. We are all very good at hindsight and making helpful suggestions. What we 
need to improve is our foresight which is much less precise and clear. As we look towards Easter 
at the beginning of April, we are reminded that Jesus had excellent foresight and told his disciples 
what was going to happen to him; he would die and be resurrected on the third day. His disciples 
were unable to comprehend what Jesus was saying, or else they thought they knew what was  
really going to happen. All they achieved was to become lost and confused. Jesus has to rescue 
them on Easter Sunday and turn them back in the right direction. 
  
We are given some insight into God’s working, which is very rarely clear and obvious. Instead, we 
are encouraged to take small steps forward and trust that we will be guided to the right path. We 
see Jesus concerned with lost and vulnerable people. As we emerge from this crisis there will be 
many people who are lost and afraid. We need to take time to help and encourage others, instead 
of the way of the world which is to help ourselves and make sure we are alright. The pandemic 
reminds us that we are accountable to each other and we should offer support and  
encouragement to those around us. This is about a community working together rather than a few 
doing well while others struggle around them. The real hope is that as we have drawn together in 
the difficult times, we continue to do so in this new beginning. 
 

Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY 01647 24119  
(Tuesday to Sunday) revwood163@gmail.com 

 

FRANK LEE 
 

Some parishioners will remember Frank Lee, who sadly died on the 23rd February aged 92.  

He farmed at Rowhorne House  until he retired. A valued friend and neighbour.  

Jennifer Kellagher 

 
PETER TROWBRIDGE 
 

We are sorry to report the death of Peter Towbridge who died on Saturday 20th February 2021 after a 
long period of illness. He and Liz previously lived at Hindcross in Whitestone. Peter played an active 
part in village affairs and was Chairman of the Parish Hall Management Committee in 2008 and 2009. 
During this time, he was involved in the management of the improvements to the Hall which started 
with the new roof campaign. They moved from Whitestone to be nearer to their family and we send our 
sympathies to Liz and their family. 



4 

 

Unit 7 
GD Units 
Cofton Road 
Marsh Barton 
Exeter  
EX2 8QW 
 

Email:  info@westcoastwindows.co.uk 
Web:    www.westcoastwindows.co.uk 

 

Contact: Nigel Gribble or Mike Melluish 

 

ALUMINIUM  -  DOMESTIC  -  PVC WINDOWS 
DOORS  -  CONSERVATORIES  -  SHOP FRONTS 

  CURTAIN WALLING 
 
 

Tel:  01392 829800 
Fax: 01392 829808 

Raising Standards,  Installing Trust 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like a last resting place in 

beautiful countryside overlooking 
Dartmoor. 

 
Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie 

or Martin Chatfield 
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 
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Time passes by so quickly and here we are again, 
hope everyone is keeping positive as we are  
moving a little closer to being better protected in 
this unsafe world. Keep doing what you’re doing. 
 
Just a few things to mention that have been 
brought to our attention: 
 
First off Dumping! Sad to report dumping, littering 
or fouling seems to be just about everywhere – 
we’re proud of our village, our rural lanes and our 
countryside and it seems that there are a few  
inconsiderate selfish individuals that want to  
continually spoil it for others.  Well enough is 
enough, time for change, let’s all get vigilant, 
eyes and ears at the ready! If you spot anything 
wrong, report, report, report and spread the 
word! 
  
Don’t have a dog unless you’re prepared to clean 
up after them. Children are to be asked to design 
signs to educate dog owners to bag and bin and 
dispose of in the nearest bin available and we will 
fund additional bins in suitable locations. Did you 
know that The Clean Neighbourhoods and  
Environment Act 2005 is law and the act grants 
councils and local communities’ greater regulation 
towards owners of dogs and clearing up their 
mess – time to get tough. 
 
Whilst talking about dogs and being vigilant,  
several reports of strange vehicles or people 
hanging around possibly to commit dog theft 
which is incomprehensible to us dog lovers  
nevertheless they’re about so stay sharp and alert 
others, or email 101@dc.police.uk straight away. 
 
Fire, fire - stay safe, check your smoke alarms, 
renew your batteries and test regularly, give 
yourself and your family plenty of early warning. 
 
Saved the best ‘til last … Whitestone has joined 
Teignbridge and declared a climate emergency, 
we can all do something different to reduce our 
carbon footprint and reduce waste … let’s do this, 
if you’re interested in doing more and want to get 
involved, get in touch. 
 
Look after yourselves and Happy Easter, 
Councillor Tanya Miles 
Chair of Whitestone Parish Council  
cllr.tanya.miles@btinternet.com  

 
 

 
 

Whitestone Parish Council 
Message from the Chair 

LIVESTOCK WORRYING  
  
Why is this important?  
 

You are responsible for your dog. Livestock worrying is a 
crime and livestock that are chased or attacked by dogs 
are frequently killed or injured. This has a financial and 
emotional impact on all concerned and can affect the 
livestock long after the incident has taken place. Action 
may be taken against you and your dog.  
   

What do you need to do?  
 

Ensure responsible dog ownership. Dogs should not be 
unaccompanied outside of the home and their behaviour 
should be managed at all times. On access to land, your 
dog MUST be on a lead between the 1st of March and 
31st July and at all times when livestock is present.  
  

How can you prevent this?  
 

Enjoy the countryside but keep your dog on a lead if  
livestock is present. Release your dog if chased by cattle.  
Livestock worrying currently taking place is considered 
an emergency. Dial 999 and explain there is a dog  
attacking livestock with a precise location.  
  

Livestock owners can advise dog walkers by giving clear 
notices advising of the presence of livestock, the location 
of footpaths and appropriate fencing.  
  

Email 101@dc.police.uk if livestock has been chased or 
attacked and the dogs have left the location. 
  
Farmers have the right to protect their livestock. Ensure 
you are aware of the legislation and your legal  
responsibilities. 
      

Anyone able to offer information relating to livestock  
worrying is asked to email 101@dc.police.uk, call 101 or 
Crimestoppers anonymously on 08007830137   

JUST FOR FUN 
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Sally White 
 

 

Visiting Foot Health Practitioner 

 

Professional help for all your foot 

care needs 

 

S.A.C. Dip, FHPP, FHPT 

 

Tel: 07503199473 
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Recollections of a Whitestone wartime child   

Part 2 

 
Exeter High Street 1943 

 

(Part 1 in the March 2021 magazine) 
 

With no petrol available, a countryside bus from Spreyton travelled 
via the villages to Exeter twice weekly. It also did a Crediton route. 
My parents used this facility to reach the Cattle Market and town 
shopping. Mother took me into Rougemont Gardens to see the fish 
pond and to look down on to the railway and for a visit to the  
Museum when it was open and the weather was wet. The town 
centre was partly in ruins. 
 

The local W.I. groups arranged parties for children and birthdays 
were special times when lots of school friends were invited to have 
a very special tea (ingenuity - lots of jelly in times of strict rationing) 
and games, usually outdoors in the fields or gardens. A fruit and 
veg van from Venny Tedburn called at my home and, on  
occasions, an orange was handed to me. The greengrocer kept 
the oranges for children as there was a very limited supply. But 
seasonal items locally grown by him were always available. We 
did not need vegetables because my father produced all that we 
needed. Hardship was common but the countryside was well 
placed for food - many rabbit stews (I have never eaten it since the 
war), table birds (mostly chicken) and eggs, milk and cream were 
readily available. The daily supplement was the event every child 
had to endure - it was a liquid which I can't name. A farmer in 
Whitestone held the licence to kill pigs and, once a year, there was 
a whole day of preparing the hams etc. for the winter. 
 

At the age of 8 years, I was handed a banana and told to eat it. I 
had never seen one. So my father peeled it and took a bite and 
then I ate this strange fruit. As the blackouts were taken down from 
the windows, we enjoyed the freedom but Whitestone had no 
mains electricity until 1958 or 59. Lanterns were used for working 
in the farmyard at night (cows calving) but, in time, torches, were 
supplied. 
 

One day a neighbouring farmer with my father checked the corn to 
see if it was ready for harvest. Father saw a lark's nest and took 
me into the corn to see it. Then they spotted something concerning 
in the corn and they told me to stand back under the oak tree. On 
inspection it was an incendiary - a device for starting fires and was 
clearly dropped from a German plane, but, fortunately, was now 
'spent.' 
 

Although it was wartime, we young children knew nothing else and 
just lived as if it was normal. After the war ended, I had one fear 
until the age of 7 - whenever an aircraft flew overhead I would run 
indoors and bury my head under a pillow. School and all the 
friends who had lived through this time, including a boy who was 
evacuated to Tedburn St Mary from London and who would only 
draw aircraft during art lessons, gradually experienced 'normal life.' 

A group of parents took us all to the theatre in Exeter (which is 
long gone) to the Pantomime - for me it was magical! 
 
I never bought a sweet until the age of 12 and I never had a  
seaside visit until I was 8. It took a long time to understand how 
shops had such a variety of items for sale. Having been through 
what we thought was a normal life but to discover that it was not, 
has left a legacy of 'being careful' - trying not to waste etc, and I 
know that others who had, as is said, 'been through the war’ 
have retained that attitude. Perhaps it's not a bad thing! 
 
The Normandy Landings - a Whitestone connection 
Preparations and rehearsals for the Normandy landings took 
place off the South Devon coast and included both English and 
American military personnel. A small parish, including a farm, 
were required for this operation and the residents had to vacate 
their homes. One farmer said he was ready to retire so he would 
sell all his livestock, vehicles etc. prior to vacating the farm. That 
farmer was related to a family farming in Tedburn St Mary  
Parish. They knew that my father needed a working horse with 
experience in farm work and arranged for Joe (the horse) to be 
sold to my father prior to the farm sale. So Joe was an evacuee, 
so to say, and came to live and work on our farm in Whitestone 
Parish. He had a rather strange attitude to work. On days when 
he was needed, he was either rather keen to get going and  
hated waiting while the harness etc. was attached to him or, on 
other days, he was very much not interested in work and  
needed an hour of coaxing before getting on the job ahead. But 
he worked quite well on the whole, with hay harvest being an 
exceedingly busy time in the farming year, and his busiest time. 
 

 Mary Stanbury 

RELAXATION OF LOCKDOWN FOR APRIL 
 

Assuming that the Government’s four tests for easing 
the Covid restrictions are met, then: 
 
From no earlier than 12 April: 

• All shops will be allowed to open 

• Restaurants and pub gardens will be allowed to 
open to serve customers sitting outdoors, (including 
alcohol) 

• Gyms and spas can reopen for individuals and  
households 

• Hairdressers, beauty salons and other “close service 
services” can reopen 

• UK domestic holidays away from home will be  
permitted, with self-contained accommodation able 
to reopen for use by members of the same  
household 

• Children will be allowed to attend indoor play  
activities, with up to 15 parents or guardians 
allowed to join them. 

• Zoos, theme parks and drive-in cinemas can open 

• Libraries and community centres can reopen 

• Weddings attended by up to 15 people can take 
place. 
 

Remember that the existing rules for masks and social 
distancing will still apply/ 
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ACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Established since 1981  
 

Fully Insured 
 

Any amount large or small -  
Domestic & Commercial 

 

Prompt Reliable Service -  
Available 7 days a week 

 

Free Quotations - Competitive Prices 
 

Tel: 01392 430988 
 

Highfield, Rowhorne Road 
Nadderwater, Exeter, EX4 2JEEmail: aces-

caffolding@yahoo.co. uk 

 

 

Family business, 
   established 25 years 
 

House clearance service 
 

Removal service 
 

Free scrap metal collec-
tion including 
   washing machines, 
cookers, etc. 
 

Free quotations 
 

Fully insured 
 
 

**NEW ** Steam cleaning service for 
gardens, patios, car engines as well as 

industrial items including lorries 
 

Phone Tim on 01392 427415 or 07887694873 

Aerials & Satellite 
City & Guilds  NVQ 

 

01363 777190   07841 644395 
 

kev@kevinosborneaerials.co.uk 

 
Aerial Upgrades ** All aspects of Installation and Repair 

** Existing Aerial & Satellite Problems Resolved **  

Discrete Installation ** DAB Radio Aerial ** Extra TV Points 

Free Advice ** Free Quotation Service ** Free Signal Check 
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THE GREEN CORNER 
 

“Green” Taxes 
 
According to an opinion  poll of 2000 people for the Zero 
Carbon Campaign, taxing carbon dioxide emissions, 
would be popular with voters. Two thirds of people said a 
carbon tax was a fair way to raise money and the  
proceeds should be spent to benefit the country. 

A similar number (68%) would also like to see poorer 
people protected from the impacts of carbon taxes and 
there was strong support for redirecting the revenues  
towards creating green jobs, retraining workers, investing 
the revenues in clean energy and using them to fund the 
NHS. The poll also found 65% of people were calling for 
a green recovery from the Corona virus crisis. 

The Zero Carbon campaign has estimated that a carbon 
tax could raise £27bn a year by 2030 

End of the human race? 

According to Dr. Shanna Swan, an environmental and 
reproductive epidemiologist at the Mount Sinai Medical 
School in New York in a new book, sperm counts in the 
west reduced by 59% between 1973 and 2011. And, “if 
that trend continues, sperm counts will fall to zero by 
2045. In which case the human race could become an 
endangered species”. 

She says of the five possible criteria for what makes a 
species become endangered, only one needs to be met 
and the current state of affairs for humans meets at least 
three.  
 
 
THE HEALTH CORNER 
 
Brain damage and diet 

Research has found that a low carbohydrate diet may 
prevent age-related brain damage. 

Using brain scans of nearly 1000 individuals between the 
ages of 18 and 88, researchers found that damage to 
neural pathways accelerated depending where the  
brain was getting it’s energy from. They found that 
glucose decreased the stability of the brain’s networks, 
whereas ketones - produced by the liver during periods of 
carbohydrate restrictive diets - made the network more 
stable. 

The lead researcher, Prof. Mujica-Parodi said the bad 
news was that “we see the first signs of brain ageing 
much earlier than was previously thought”. However, the 
good news is that we may be able to prevent or reverse 
these changes with diet. 

Smart phone addiction 

A study of 1043 London University students found that 
38.9% of the students displayed symptoms of smart 
phone addiction. 68.7% of them had trouble sleeping 
compared with 57.1% of those who were not addicted. 
Risk factors included using phones after midnight or for 
four or more hours a day.  
 
 

Peter Hanson 

 

Wood vs LPG. Which is cheaper? 
(if you buy your wood) 

 

Wood (as briquettes): 

. 1 ton (actually 960kg) cost £275 and contains 4,800kWh 
of heat. 

LPG 

. 1 ton LPG (based on £67 per 67kg cylinder) costs 
£1,000 and contains 14,000kWhrs of heat. 

 

To compare them, £1,000 worth of wood would contain 
1000/275x4800 ie 17,455kWhrs of heat. 

After burning in an appliance a boiler might achieve 
about 80% efficiency and a wood-burning stove about the 
same or slightly less, depending on the type and exclud-
ing open fires as these are very inefficient. 
                                                                     Peter Hanson 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
 
 
 
 

In the UK, we do not make use of our fresh fish and  
seafood, which we believe to be among some of  the best 
in the world.  Almost 80 per cent of oysters, clams and 
mussels fished in Britain are shipped abroad. .  (ref to 
article by  Josh Barrie, i News). 
 

The culinary disparity between Western Europe and  
Britain may never disappear, and our culture of eating will 
not change overnight, but since leaving the EU, our  
fisherman have been struggling with a monotony of new 
rules and delays, and consequently fish have gone off 
and have had  to be destroyed. Our supermarkets are 
displaying less and less fresh fish, and small fish shops 
are hard to find. 
  

There is an opportunity to change our shopping and 
eating habits to benefit everyone!! 
 

Our local fish shop “ Fishes” in Wardrew Road,( Near St 
Thomas Health Centre) has fresh fish and seafood for 
sale 6 days a week!! 
 

The owner Nick and his assistant Patrick work hard to 
accommodate their customers, providing a whole variety 
of fish .. (our favourite is the dressed crab !!) 
 

They deliver on Thursdays!!!!  with free delivery for  
orders of £20 plus). You can order what you fancy but, 
their meals for 2 or 4 people are such good value. 
Last week I had a pack of dinners for 2,  2 portions each 
of skate, cod loin, whiting and fish pie mix. All fresh and 
vacuum packed.. for £22 delivered.( 4 meals for 4 people 
are £40). 
 

Orders can be taken through their website by email. Just 
type in your order.... ie.. dinners for 2 people, your name, 
address, and telephone number. 
They’ll deliver and leave their invoice which can be paid 
on-line. 
 

Better still go and see them and pick out your favourites!! 
“Fishes”, 7-9 Wardrew Rd, St Thomas, Exeter EX4 
1HB01392 274340/ fishesltd@yahoo.co.uk 
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concerns. The Council therefore wishes to express its lack 
of support for the proposal, in the following areas: 
1.  It is noted that if permitted there would be 3 dwellings 
on this site in close proximity (which includes the existing 
farmhouse). TDC should consider the impact of this  
potential overdevelopment in a stated continuing  
agricultural farm setting. 
2.  The application states that the two proposed very  
similar substantial dwellings will be built by conversion of 
2 large barns which would previously have supported the 
agricultural use of the farm. This proposal, which would 
create two identical additional dwellings located within a 
very short distance of each other, would change class use 
to residential accommodation. Therefore the land would 
be lost to agricultural use with consequences and  
changes to the landscape, local farming economy and 
local community. 
3.  Additional light pollution is a potential concern, with 
negative impact on biodiversity, and likely visual impact 
across the valley from two additional dwellings with large 
windows.  Furthermore, we are concerned by the absence 
of an ecology report with this application.  
4.  Additional dwellings mean more vehicles which  
increases traffic and disruption on the local single-track 
roads.  This is particularly worrying given the current very 
poor state of repairs of these roads and the near vertical 
very steep rising, crumbling verges, especially on the 
roads just below the site entrance, but also in approach 
roads from both directions.  The access to the highway is 
awkward, especially when travelling to or from  
Churchtown. 
5.  The Parish Council, being familiar with the narrow  
single-track roads outside the farm and for several miles 
each way in the local vicinity, is very concerned about 
construction  vehicles moving to and from the site.  It has 
to be noted that the roads would not be able to  
accommodate repeated trips from large delivery vehicles 
carrying construction materials (several vehicles have  
recently had to be pulled out from the roadside by  
tractors). 
6.  The Council notes the need to dispose of the asbestos 
roof sheets responsibly. 
 

In conclusion, Whitestone Parish Council strongly  
requests that a site visit is made to assess the poor state 
of the narrow local roads and the very restricted access 
into the site.  The Design & Access statement states that 
there is access direct to the highway and also states that 
traffic would not be increased, yet even after the  
disruption of construction the number of vehicles resulting 
from 2 extra residential dwellings would be significantly 
greater than that produced by farm access to the barns.  
Taking the worst case scenario this could be as much as 
4 vehicles per dwelling plus any agricultural vehicles:  a 
possibility which must be taken into account, adding  
pressures to the fragile rural road network.   
 

18.2 21/0061/FUL  Solar PV array to be sited on the barn 
roof and a polytunnel on land adjacent to Old Chapel, 
Whitestone 
 Response sent to Teignbridge District Council  
Planning Department:-  Whitestone Parish Council have 
considered this application, comprising proposals to  
construct a polyethylene polytunnel and to place solar 
panels on a barn roof, on land located in an arable area 
between Nadderwater and Whitestone. This application 
follows a successful previous application 20/01130/FUL 
which allowed the applicant to establish a small farm. This 
application for a poly tunnel and a solar PV Array would 
allow the applicant to progress and maintain this project 
and fits well with the regenerative farming plan already 
approved.  We noted that a poly tunnel was included in 
                                                                    /continued on p.13  

WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
11th MARCH 2021 
 

DRAFT Minutes of Virtual Meeting of Whitestone Parish 
Council held at 7.30pm on Thursday 11th March 2021 to 
be confirmed on Thursday 8th April 2021 
 

Attendance:- Chair – Councillor T Miles. 
Councillors M Belt, V Bryant, L Dyer, A Evans,  
   L Fairley, C Galton, P Lee, S  Llewelyn,   
   M Smith. 
District Councillor A Swain  
County Councillor A Connett 
Mrs P Vaughan – Clerk to the Council 
Mr G Fielding, Mr M Harris, Ms T Baird.  
 

Cllr Miles opened the meeting  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
Ms Baird raised concerns regarding the landslide on road 
at Nadderwater becoming worse in two places, also  
reported sheep on the road towards the village and the 
Police have been contacted regarding the hazard for  
traffic.  She felt that the Council could invest in signs to be 
placed around the village indicating the need for dog  
walkers to clear up after their dogs.   
Cllr Miles indicated that the Council were aware of the dog 
fouling within the Parish and this is on the agenda for  
discussion.  Cllr Belt said that she had contacted  
Highways and the land owner regarding the landslip 
 

16. Minutes of the virtual Council Meeting held on Thurs-
day 11th February 2021. 
 

Cllr Bryant reported that the signpost at Heath Cross miss-
ing two arms as reported at the February meeting had 
now been repaired. 
 
17. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR /  

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
17.1  Cllr Connett said that the landslip had been reported 
to Highways and had made enquiries on behalf of 
Whitestone.  He confirmed that the easiest way to report 
potholes was direct online.  He also responded to the 
question regarding the reported DCC Highways  
underspending considering the condition of our local roads 
and made the meeting aware that County Lengthsmen 
(Maintenance Teams) are no longer in place to maintain 
the highways as in the past. 
 
18. PLANNING  
18.1  21/00422/NPA  Application for Prior Approval 
under Class 3 Class Q (a) and (b) paragraph W of the  
GDP for change of use of two agricultural buildings into 
two residential dwellings at Hackworthy Farm, Hackworthy 
Lane.  
  

 Response sent to Teignbridge District Council  
Planning Department:- 
This is an application submitted for Prior Approval under 
Part 3 Class Q (a) and (b) and paragraph W of the GDPO 
for change of use of two agricultural buildings to two dwell-
ings. It is a modification of a previous planning application 
Planning Application, Consultation Ref 20/02379/
NPA .The applicant wishes to construct two dwellings 
within the footprint of the foundations of two  
side-by-side existing agricultural buildings, which are not  
currently in use. 
Whitestone Parish Council have discussed this second 
planning application and supporting documentation. It  
appears that although some aspects of the requirements 
specified for building in line with Class Q regulations have 
been met this new application raises serious additional 
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Building Surveys 
Defect & Repair Advice 

Expert witness 
Architectural design 

Contract Administration        
Party Wall 

Dilapidations 

 

GARETH  J  CLATWORTHY 
 

Interior & Exterior Quality Decorating 
 

‘LOWER HURSTON’ 
 Tel: (01392) 811819                                Tedburn Road 
          07925 054796                                      Whitestone 
    gj.clatworthy@gmail.com                                     Devon   
                          EX4  2HF 

     

          Stephen Heathcote 
         Property Surveying 
 
 

    Pound Farm 
    Whitestone 
    Exeter  EX4 2HP 
    shpsurveying@btinternet.com  
    www.shpsurveying.co.uk 
    07711 047372  
 

 Your Local    
         Chartered Building Surveyor & 

 Architectural Designer       

 

 

RM House &  
Commercial Clearance 

including 
 

Houses, Workshops, Garages & Gardens 
Any size job 

 

Call/txt 07578 869 650  

HOMEWORKS 
 

Carpentry 
 

General maintenance and 
Refurbishment 

 

Dealing with all types of maintenance 
 

Painting and Decorating 

H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A Y 
 
 

Carpenter & Joinery Manufacturer 
 
 

Pitt Farm, Churchtown, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2LG 
 
 

07710 434760 (mobile)    01392 811829 (tel/ans) 

Mitchell Funeral Services 
 

Your local Funeral Directors 

In your time of need we'll take care of all the funeral 
arrangements.  Call us 24 hours a day. 

We also supply Funeral Pre-Payment Plans 
 

King William Street, Exeter EX4 6PD 
Tel: 01392 272682 
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(continued from  p.11) 
the original farm business plan.  The installation and use 
of a solar PV array sited on the barn would also fit with a 
sustainable use of energy and reduction in carbon  
footprint, in line with both Teignbridge policy and the  
concerns of Whitestone Parish. There are no concerns 
regarding traffic, or access considerations, and there 
should be little impact on diversity or  conservation.  
Whitestone Parish Council Is happy to support this  
application.  Nevertheless, while there do not appear to 
be major concerns about visual impact, it is  
recommended that screening (trees) should be planted 
behind the poly tunnel to ensure that it is not visible from 
the public road or from adjacent or opposite buildings  
 
19. PLANNING GRANTED 
 Grant of Conditional Planning Permission 
19.1  20/02803/FUL  Provision of new access and 
parking area at Styles Barton Meadow 
 

 Grant of Request for Prior Approval 
19.2 20/02379/NPA  Application for Prior Approval under 
Part 3 Class Q (a) and (b) and paragraph W of the 
GDPO for change of use of agricultural building to a 
dwelling at Hackworthy Farm, Hackworthy Lane. 
 
20. APPEAL DECISION 
 20/00230/FUL  Change of use of agricultural land 
and buildings to commercial use (Use Classes B1, B2 & 
B8) including widening of existing access at Devon View, 
Whitestone.  Appeal dismissed by the Planning  
Inspectorate on 18th February 2021. 
 Cllr Miles minuted thanks to those many residents 
who sent in their good quality objections  regarding this 
Planning Application which had successfully resulted in 
refusal. 
 
21. MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 
21.1  Review of DCC Lower Hare Farm – Judicial Review 
and consider progress and agree finances to pay. 
Invoice of £1,452.00 (includes £242.00 VAT) has been 
received for payment for services regarding this Review.  
Cllr Miles reported that there have been unconfirmed  
reports of dumping at the site but there is need to have 
confirmation of evidence and data being communicated.  
Cllr Llewellyn reported reviewing the DMC meeting by 
Devon County Council and felt that there was  
considerable concern regarding the accuracy of some 
information and felt that further enquiries should be 
made.  It was confirmed that there appeared to be  
discrepancies in the data presented at the DMC meeting 
and it was agreed that Whitestone Parish Council would 
make further enquiries for clarification under Freedom of 
Information Requests. 
 

21.2  Renewal of Parish Online from 25/2/21 to 25/2/22 
Cllr Miles indicated that this was a useful tool for the 
Council to have and it was agreed that it should be re-
newed at a cost of £90.00 including VAT.. 
 

21.3  Vehicle Activated Speed Signs 
Cllr Evans gave an updated report on costing for the 
speed signs and had sent out information to Councillors 
and discussion followed regarding whether they need to 
be in a permanent position or could be moved.   
Decisions for the situation of the signs will have to be 
given from Devon Highways and Cllr Evans requested 
that Councillors should highlight which areas would be 
best served and these can then be collated.  Cllr Miles 
indicated that this would not apply to the C50 road at this 
time as this is not a 30mph zone albeit speeding is noted 
as a concern. 
 
 

21.4  Action on Climate Change 
A proposed resolution prepared by Cllrs Galton, Fairley 
and Llewelyn had been circulated to Councillors and was 
fully discussed.  It was proposed that Whitestone Parish 
Council declared a Climate Emergency and this was 
unanimously agreed and therefore resolved.  An action 
plan will be formulated. 
 

21.5  Reports to Enforcement  
It was rumoured that a glamping business may be  
proposed at Chants Cottage but no planning application 
had been received and there appeared to be  
development activity at the property.  The Enforcement 
Officer also reported on our concerns that there was 
some activity at Crosspark Farm regarding soil moving 
and it was suggested that this was due to drainage 
works. 
 

21.6 Reports regarding conveyance of waste/dumping. 
There was a query regarding construction waste being 
dumped up Hill Lane to an unknown destination and  
residents were asked to be extra vigilant and report 
unusual activity. 
 

21.7  Dog fouling 
This was being reported upon and discussion took place 
regarding the possible need for additional dog bins to be 
sited throughout the Parish with the advisement that they 
would have to be placed so that they were accessible for 
emptying.  Cllr Swain advised that there would of course 
be a charge for Teignbridge District Council to empty 
these.  There was a need to identify areas where these 
could be best placed and it was suggested that signs  
designed by children could be placed around the Parish 
to encourage their use with perhaps a competition with 
the local primary school at Tedburn St Mary being  
organised.  It was felt that encouragement should be giv-
en to residents to report dog fouling.. 
  
22. MATTERS RAISED BY THE CHAIRMAN 
22.1  Rebecca Springs development 20/01623 is still  
outstanding and Teignbridge Planning Officer has been 
approached regarding this as the building has already 
been erected without having the appropriate  
archaeological investigation.  
 

22.2  The tragic incident of the fire in St David’s, Exeter, 
was mentioned and the necessity for smoke alarms was 
stressed.  Thoughts and prayers are extended to the  
family concerned. 
 

22.3  Also mention of the World War 2 bomb which was 
discovered in the Exwick area of Exeter was mentioned 
and which ultimate explosion was heard widely across 
Whitestone. 
 

22,4  Tribute was paid to all teachers as children now go 
back to school and thanks go to them for doing such a 
great job. 
 
23.  FINANCE  
Income 
23.1  1 School Houses rent/insurance to 30th March  
£750.00 - £102.00 (includes £17.00 VAT) =          £648.00 
23.2  2 School Houses rent to 1st April   
£825.00 - £74.03 (includes £12.34 VAT) =     £750.97 
 

The following expenditure was proposed and seconded 
for payment.  All in favour and the cheques will be signed 
by Councillors Belt and Miles. 
Expenditure 
23.3  Mr L Blades            £305.55 
23.4  Mrs P Vaughan -  
  Clerk’s expenses/quarterly salary             £373.71 

 

 /continued on p.14  
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             Whitestone Parish Council Declares a 
Climate Emergency 

Proposed Resolution 
 

At the Parish Council meeting on 11th March, the Council 
voted unanimously to join forces with ACT – Action on  
Climate in Teignbridge – and together with other Parish 
Councils in Teignbridge to commit ourselves to do what we 
can to mitigate against the negative and serious  
consequences of climate change. 
 
The threat of Climate Change 
 
The 2018 IPCC report on Climate Change states that as 
things currently stand, we are heading for a catastrophic 
3˚C rise. We are running out of time, and need to get to 
Net Zero Carbon emissions by 2030.  Climate Change has 
been described as “humanity’s greatest threat“  by Sir  
David Attenborough;  as the “biggest threat to the global 
economy” by the World Economic Forum; and as the 
“greatest threat to global security” by the UN Security 
Council. 
 
To ensure the long-term safety of our planet, there is 
therefore a critical need to set targets and achieve carbon 
neutrality as quickly as possible.  
 
All levels of government including Parish Councils have a 
duty to attempt to protect our communities from the  
negative impacts of climate breakdown. Local government 
should not wait for national government to change their 
policies. Although there is clearly a limit to what a Parish 
Council can do, we can at least  contribute by recognising 
the importance of the issue, supporting the policy of  
declaring a climate emergency, accepting that action is 
needed and ensuring that all our decisions and  
interventions are informed by this.  
 
 
What can we do in Whitestone? 
 
There are around 700 people and 300 dwellings within the 
Parish of Whitestone. If we are aiming to become  
carbon-neutral, logically we need first of all to measure our 
current carbon footprint. As a start we can measure the 
carbon footprint of an individual person or a household 
with a series of questions, looking at gas and electricity 
metered use in a year, car mileage, other forms of travel, 
shopping and consumption etc. This can be done using the 
Action for Climate Change in Teignbridge (ACT) Carbon 
footprint tracker, and we encourage residents to try this for 
themselves:  
  
https://actionclimateteignbridge.org/index.php/carbon-
calculator/ 
  
It is more difficult to do a carbon footprint tracker for all the 
dwellings in Whitestone. There are government data sets 
for energy use, travel etc. that can be used to generate a 
footprint for a country, or can be broken down by county, 
or as far as district council level, but these national data 
sets are usually not broken down by parish.  Fortunately, 
ACT have done a great deal of work to get more granular 
footprint data for parishes using publicly available  
information such as household energy performance  
certificates, traffic surveys and mapping data.  
 
ACT data for Whitestone is available through the ACT web 
site in the mapping tool shown here. This data has been 
used to generate an approximate baseline carbon  
footprint. The following two links show the per-household 
consumption footprint 

(continued from p.13 ) 
 
23.5  HM Revenue & Customs  
         (Clerk’s income tax on salary)              £75.80  
23.6  Richard Buxton (includes £242.00 VAT)    £1,452.00  
23.7  Parish Online (includes £15.00 VAT)      £90.00  
23.8  Devon Association of Local Councils  
  (includes £9.00 VAT)         £54.00 
23.9 B & Q (Paint for 2 School Houses –  
reimbursed to tenants through Carter Geering)       £53.92 
 
24. CORRESPONDENCE  
A letter from Mr and Mrs Mingo had been circulated to 
Councillors regarding water on Footpath 7 that runs  
behind the Parish Hall and Cllr Bryant reported that she 
has been in touch with the Parish Paths Liaison Officer 
and consequently received a Highway Report that says an 
assessment will be completed by the 2nd April.   
 
25. REPORTS 
25.1  Cllr Fairley reported that the Boat Springer had been 
installed at Crossway Park yesterday and requests had 
been made for a name for the boat which could then be 
painted on.  Following the annual playground inspection 
report which had been circulated to Councillors Mr Blades 
will be carrying out some remedial work laying mesh mats 
he found in the shed and putting slabs under the table and 
bench legs and thanks are expressed for his hard work.  
There are still some potential mud spots and so Mr Blades 
has suggested we acquire more mats .  Quotes have 
been obtained (approximately £25 per mat) and it is  
suggested that six are purchased for present and future 
use.  In regard to the annual safety report recently carried 
out the problems with the Springer have already been  
addressed with the installation of new equipment (the 
Boat Springer), the problem with the Tower climbing 
frame has been dealt with and problems with the swings 
are being addressed with quotes being sought for 
measures to rectify the problems.  The naming of the boat 
competition will be decided shortly. 
 

25.2  Cllr Belt said that the missing Nadderwater sign 
needed to be reported to Highways to be made at the sign 
shop.  Also reported that the BT boxes will be painted 
soon (weather permitting). 
 

25.3  Cllr Miles thanked all the Councillors for their hard 
work and comprehensive reports. 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will be a virtual meeting 
on Thursday 8th APRIL 2021 at 7.30pm. 
Topic: Whitestone Parish Council Meeting.    Join Zoom 
Meeting 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88113998264?
pwd=NExTcnlNRjNNeDNLWTFZRE9BK0tqQT09 
Meeting ID: 881 1399 8264Passcode: 792448 
 
The meeting closed at 10.05pm 
 
 
. 
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https://actionclimateteignbridge.org/index.php/maps-and-
data/#_current_emissions 
 
https://impact-tool.org.uk/footprint/footprint?
pa-
rishId=E04003237&footprintType=consumption&scale=per
-household&showSubCategories=true 
 
These show that housing and heating make up 
Whitestone’s biggest area of impact (especially oil),  
followed by consumption of goods. We should also note 
that Whitestone is a rural community, and the land use and 
agricultural practice choices of the surrounding countryside 
can greatly impact our ability to face the challenges posed 
by climate change.  Improving agricultural practices that 
store carbon in the plant biomass and healthy soils would 
help mitigate climate change for the Parish as a whole. 
Government policy is changing fast. It is not yet clear how 
future publicly funded agricultural payment schemes will 
incentivise sustainability and encourage diversity over  
intensification. We hope landowners will be encouraged 
with 'public money for public goods' ecosystem services, 
such as carbon sequestration of healthy soils and water 
catchment sensitive farming practices. Any possible moves 
by local farms towards organic status would also be  
welcome. 
 
Setting targets 
 
Action for Climate in Teignbridge are calling for a target of 
2030 based on the analysis done by the Tyndall Centre, 
which they have looked at in conjunction with the last  
Intergovernmental panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report.  
They concluded that this is the date by which we need to 
get very close to net-zero greenhouse gas (GHG)  
emissions, if we are to stay within our fair share of  
Nationally Defined Contributions. That is our territorial  
proportion of the remaining GHG budget allocated to the 
UK to avoid the disaster of runaway Climate Change.  
 
It would be good if Whitestone could set a target date to 
become carbon neutral, aiming to keep in line with  
equivalent parishes in Teignbridge and with the Devon 
Carbon Plan 
 
What can we do next? 
 
We already have several good initiatives or actions taking 
place within the community. The next step would be to  
assess the impact that these may have on our carbon  
footprint, and to build upon them:  

• Ensuring that our green local amenities can thrive, such 
as the playpark, local trees, and surrounding areas  
including woodland, farmland and footpaths 

• Supporting local habitats for wildlife through the  
Wildlife Warden and tree planting schemes 

• Maintaining our ditches and reducing harmful litter via 
the employment of the Parish Lengthsman 

• Focussing on reducing the climate-harming effects of 
local transport systems and roads, including action  
supporting the control of vehicle speeds, and methods 
of improving (and greening) public transport  

• Encouraging production and distribution of locally 
grown foods and products 

• Supporting energy efficient heating sources such as the 
installation of solar panels in the Parish Hall and School 
Houses  

 
In addition there are actions which the Council can take or 
promote, including:  

• Contributing to consultations on wider council strategies 
for transport and housing  

• Raising local awareness of climate change (through 
publicity such as exhibitions/displays for young people) 

• Providing responses as statutory consultees on  
planning applications which always ensure that  
ecological and carbon-reducing considerations are  
central  

• Contributing as needed to community initiatives which 
oppose any local developments that threaten the  
ecological and human wellbeing our community 

 
Our invitation to Whitestone residents 
 
Amongst the 700 residents of Whitestone Parish we know 
there are many of you who want to do your bit to reduce 
your carbon footprint. You probably have many ideas and 
suggestions of what individuals and the Parish could do. 
There is also a limit to what the Councillors can do.  Right 
now we are unable to meet together in person;  
nevertheless we could start to set up a local group of  
residents to pool ideas and offer to take on some roles in 
setting targets to reduce carbon emissions.  
 
Are you a concerned and committed resident with a vision 
and sense of purpose to drive our challenge forward? 
 
If so, please contact one of the Councillors below to  
register your interest, and whatever expertise you might be 
able to share. 
  
Carol Galton – cgalton@gmail.com 
Linda Fairley - lindafairley@rocketmail.com 
Susan Llewelyn - susan.llewelyn@hmc.ox.ac.uk 

FLOWER ARRANGERS 
Simple idea for Easter a log, greenery, small container 2 
flower heads and a few eggs and chickens. 

Gill 
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Shawthorne Bungalow 
Whitestone 

Exeter EX4 2JS         Tel:  01392-811374 
 

Mary Belt 
 

Dressmaking   Curtains   Alterations   Repairs 
Zip Replacements 

 
    Louise Blades 
 

  Saddle Fitter & Stubben Specialist 
                     07764 303 659 
           www.stubben-specialist.co.uk 

 
For all your saddle and accessories requirements 

Large stock of used saddles including Stubben, GFS, 
Pessoa, Bates and Albion 

 

50% off my visit charge with this advert 



17 

 

for new developments, this means no boilers and a 
planned extension of this scheme is earmark for new 
homes at South West Exeter. All this means a reduction in 
heating bills something like 85% a real contribution to end 
fuel poverty for many. A good start and example, but not to 
mention the new leisure centre which opens this summer, 
which will be built to standards that reduce heating and 
light bills by at least 90% reducing Carbon emissions. 
 

Exeter like Whitestone has grown. Twenty years ago, 
65000 people worked in Exeter and now it’s143000  
people (pre-Covid). This provides jobs for communities 
and allows those communities to flourish with employment. 
Villages such as Whitestone, in order to flourish, need 
those jobs and we need to keep our children in our  
communities with good jobs and that will mean housing. 
We have one of the top Colleges in the Country and top 
Russell group University, which in itself supports 11500 
direct and indirect jobs for our community. 
 

For those of you who have managed to read this to the 
end, I would like to say, I think Whitestone is a great place 
to live and grow up. I am so pleased to see the level of 
community connection and involvement. I hope that once 
we get through these lockdowns, that Hannah and myself 
may meet many of you over coming times and events.  
Although a yard or so outside the village, my connection to 
the village, I trust is as strong as any others. 
 

Philip Bialyk 

OUTSIDE, LOOKING IN 
 

I would like to introduce myself to you all. My name is 
Philip Bialyk, and I have moved to Whitestone Cross  
together with my wife Hannah Packham. Our property 
lies just inside the boundary of Exeter and we literally 
walk out of our front door and our second step is in the 
parish of Whitestone.  
 

Although “outside looking in” I can claim a strong  
connection with the village. My parents and our family 
lived at Crossways and this is where I was born. I visit my 
sister’s grave in the Church yard from to time. 
 

I read with interest the article written by Mary Stanbury 
and this has urged to me to contribute to this edition. I 
have many memories of growing up in the village during 
the 50’s 60’s and 70’s. Catching the school bus to Ide 
County Primary and then travelling to my Secondary 
School of John Stocker on the Exeter Corporation double 
deck bus, yes there were so many people travelling to 
school and into Exeter for work that it required a double 
decker. We also had an evening service to the village on 
the weekends and a Sunday service.  
 

My memories include, Sunday school at the Parish Hall, 
taking my confirmation classes at the vicarage with the 
Rev Brown and walking each Sunday to take  
communion. Long hot summers (you never remember the 
rain) summer school holidays and of course very cold 
winters with no benefit of central heating. 
 

Whitestone was, and I can see continues to have a sense 
of community. I remember fondly the youth club on 
Thursday evenings at the parish hall, together with the 
annual pantomime “oh yes we did” and the annual village 
sports day in the field opposite the old shop and post  
office. The long distance cross country race that started 
at Waddles Down and finished at the sports field venue, 
and of course the tug of war competition. 
 

Village life in my youth was all I knew, waiting to help  
deliver the milk, riding on the back of his van and  
receiving a bottle of orange for our trouble, during the 
school holidays. Helping the farmer with hay making in 
the field opposite Crossways. Collecting Corona bottles 
for the 6 old pence return, from the builders building the 
houses along Merrymeet. The weekly visit of the bakers 
van and the daily collection of milk from the milk churn 
stand by the Milk Marketing Board lorry. St Thomas Rural 
District Council and the North Devon Water Board, and of 
course the GPO poles, all names no longer exist.  
 

I feel sure every generation looks back on their youth as 
a golden era, maybe true but change is with us and part 
of us. No one can deny the improvements in living  
standards, health care and how we live.  
 

This brings me to the article written about “Domestic 
Heating”. I was pleased that Peter has read the article in 
the E&E about the City Councils proposed action on  
climate change and hope he may have visited the City 
Council website to the many initiatives the City is taking 
in its progress to become a Net Zero Carbon City which 
is a different definition to Carbon Neutral. I will not go on 
about the many plans for PV panels on the car parks, 
electric vehicles, and the solar array farm at Bromham 
fields, but I will focus on home heating.  
 

After traffic the most carbon emissions come from the 
home. The City has won a grant to pump prime  
retrofitting council homes for the 6 that were completed 
as a pilot. The grant will allow the City to retrofit 100 
homes, with the very air source pumps that Peter talks of. 
There has been an ongoing project with District Heating 

FUN ANAGRAMS 
 
PRESBYTERIAN:  
BEST IN PRAYER 
 
ASTRONOMER:  
MOON STARER 
  
DESPERATION: 
A ROPE ENDS IT 
 
THE EYES:     
THEY SEE 
  
THE MORSE CODE: 
HERE COME DOTS 
   
DORMITORY :   
DIRTY ROOM 
 
SLOT MACHINES: 
CASH LOST IN ME 
 
ANIMOSITY: 
IS NO AMITY 
 
ELECTION RESULTS: 
LIES - LET'S RECOUNT 
 
SNOOZE ALARMS:  
ALAS! NO MORE Z 'S 
 
A DECIMAL POINT:  
I'M A DOT IN PLACE 
 
THE EARTHQUAKES:  
THAT QUEER SHAKE 
  
ELEVEN PLUS TWO:  
TWELVE PLUS ONE 
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Dear Residents, 
 

PROPOSED ROAD CHANGES NEAR WHITESTONE CROSS. 
 

Please do read the information regarding the proposed development of 80 houses opposite Barley Villas at Whitestone 
Cross. This will affect us all as it is the main route in and out of Whitestone from Exeter. If this is approved by Exeter 
City Council, it is more likely the larger 500 house proposals for Attwells Farm on Rowhorne Road in the same area will 
also be approved, with the associated huge increase in car and traffic volumes (circa 600 more households) in that  
area. 
One area which you may wish to consider is the impact of associated increased traffic flows down to and from Redhills 
and through Whitestone. Devon Highways have acknowledged this issue but have made proposals which they consider 
will address this with some form of traffic control. If approved, this will impact on all your journeys into Exeter! 
As a parish we need to work together and send in our objections and comments to Exeter City Council before the April 
closing date if you consider it will have a lasting detrimental affect on our rural community and quality of life.   

Councillor Vicky Bryant  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This is part of the land where an application to build 80 houses alongside Exwick Lane and bordering 
Redhills is proposed.  
 

We now have a 2
nd

 chance to comment. 
 

Have you heard about this? 
 

If you haven’t, that wouldn’t be surprising. When most of us were in lockdown and trying to manage 
home schooling or wondering about our jobs, this application was lodged with a cut off-date for local 
residents’ comments ending in early December ‘20. With all chances to meet up in our local  
Community groups or even down the pub, denied, this application continued largely unnoticed. 
However, since more than half the Developers submissions were received after this cut-off 
date, the Exeter City Planning Dept. have decided a second consultation/comment stage should be 
given to local residents and interested groups.  
We were notified of this in an article by Cllr. Rob Hannaford in the Winter ‘20 addition of EXWICK 
NEWS  

PLANNING APPLICATION 
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What are the Local (ECC) Planning Authorities Views? 
 
In the past Exeter City Council have had clear views about this north-west part of Exeter: 
 
“The ECC view is that land to the north-west of Exeter, including Atwells Farm is an unsustainable location for  
development. The Exeter Core Strategy Sustainability Scoping Report assessed five Greenfield options for growth 
against sustainability criteria. North-West Exeter including Atwells Farm, performed poorly in the assessment. In  
particular, it was concluded that development in this location would have a potentially significant adverse impact upon 
the landscape/setting of Exeter, would be served by inadequate public transport infrastructure and would promote car 
use and would have poor access to facilities. This continues to be the view of ECC and was not questioned by the  
Inspector at the Exeter Core Strategy Examination.....The area of Atwells Farm was of high landscape sensitivity”. 
 

 ECC Response to Teignbridge District Council to provide views on proposals for 500 homes. Sept. 2013 
 
“The proposal would be likely to have an adverse impact on the character and quality of the AGLV (Area of Great Land-
scape Value) and would result in part of the land being removed from the designated area”. 
Design & Heritage Landscape Officer. Teignbridge District Council. April 2013 Planning Application 13/00891/SO 
 

Could we assume that, if this Plan is approved south of Exwick Lane (20/1380/OUT) by Exeter City 
Council, Teignbridge DC would see it as a green light to accept development on the Atwells Farm 
site to the north of Exwick Lane? Very likely! Teignbridge has a history of building on the edge of 
ECC (e.g. Alphington) with Exeter having to sort out the infrastructure – schools, traffic  
management etc.  
Wimpey Homes show Atwells Farm as a future development on their website now, even prior 
to any planning submission!!   
 
What are your views? 
Particularly after this past year, do you appreciate the landscape on our doorstep? Have you been 
glad to have the countryside available for your daily circular walk along Exwick Lane, taking in the 
Barley Valley Nature Reserve or an ambitious walk or cycle down Rowthorne Road to Newton St. 
Cyres.   
It is thought by many that much of this area should be included within the Reserve, with this hilltop 
being the skyline that denotes the boundary to any development. 
 
Our mental health and exercise needs have never been more important than during this last 
year, and should continue to be so. 
 

What impacts will this and potential 
further development have? 
 
Traffic: 
The Developers accept that there will be more  
traffic and problems with multiple access points at 
the top of Redhills. (See map) 
 
They are proposing putting in 2 priority traffic areas 
(i.e. stop or go). One will be opposite Barley Villas 
and the other will be at the bottom of this picture at 
the top of Redhills. They will also widen this second 
site, necessitating the remove of all the trees on the 
left hand side, so as to incorporate a footway.  
 
This tree lined gateway from the Edge of Exeter will 
look vastly different, with the loss of mature trees 
and a build-up of traffic around the St. Peters 
Mount roundabout, waiting for traffic coming down.  
 
A similar build up will occur near Barley Villas.  
 
Yes, we will gain a footway along part of Redhills, 

CUT DOWN 

TRAFFIC WAITING AREA HERE 
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but to what expense? Loss of trees, hedgerow 
and habitat; greater traffic flow from the  
proposed development; a bottleneck of traffic 
particularly at peak times. Do we really think 
that people from this site will walk down to the 
shops, or walk their children to school?  
People who live there will come and go by 
CAR! 
 
Exwick Lane will change dramatically  
particularly if development spreads to Atwell 
Farm. 
 
Barley Lane could become an even greater  
rat-run with frustrated drivers trying to avoid a 
build up of traffic up/down Redhills. 

 
 

Wildlife & Habitat: 
 

Again, the Developers have acknowledged the 
wide variety of species that will be affected, due to loss of habitat, additional lighting and restrictions 
to access. 
 
Consultants have identified 5 species of bat, a range of amphibians (toads & newts), evidence of 
reptiles, a population of dormice, families of badger and foxes, grazing deer and a wide range of 
birdlife including woodpeckers and red kites. They all use this site or access this site during their  
foraging or roosting.  
 
Loss of trees, hedgerow and grassland and the increase in lighting will all have consequences. How 
far mitigation can reduce this is always questionable. Many of these species will disappear during 
the build, never to return. We know how interdependent many of these species are; loss of one will 
have a knock on effect on others. 
 
Some might say the wildlife ‘can always go and live somewhere else’. Hopefully others will accept 
that we need to live in harmony with our environment. 
 
 

Access to facilities: 
Shops, GP Services, Secondary Schools, are all some distance away and will all require use of a 
car to get there from this site. Use of a car and lack of a community are what Planners are  
trying to avoid. 
Pressure on our Primary Schools and GP Surgeries are already very high. 
Bus Services are a 9 minute walk away, and are unlikely to be used by this development, and the 
parking spaces allotted to each property would appear to substantiate this. 
 

Housing: 
Do we need new homes in Exeter? Yes there can be no argument about that. 
However, are you aware that the Council are embarking on what they describe as their Liveable  
Exeter Vision 2040 to bring 12000 homes in the coming years to Exeter? This will involve the need 
to save green spaces and build up on brown field sites. They have already earmarked 9 sites in  
Exeter to achieve this. 
 
Exeter will be revising its local plan, and this site should be protected as part of a continuation of our 
link with the countryside, our wildlife and Exeter’s circle of Green land and Reserves. 
 
Although Developers find their profit margins reduced when building on brown field sites, they 
should be encouraged  & persuaded to do so by local authorities. 
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What can you do? 
If you feel you want to make comment, regardless of your viewpoint, you can do this is a number of 
ways. 
If you have already commented, you may want to add an addendum following the additional  
submissions. 

 
On the Exeter Planning Portal to find out more and also make comment: 
Google: Exeter City planning > Find Planning Application> Scroll down to ‘Start’>insert 20/1380/
OUT into keyword frame & click Search .This will bring up basic details. At the top are Comments – 
Documents etc. Click Comments to register (name, address, and email) and then you can write your 
comments. Click Documents to find the huge amount of Planning documents including Visual 

Plans.... OR 
 

Write an email to the Planning Officer: 
 

paul.jeffrey@exeter.gov.uk   You may need to include name/address etc, but personal details 
will be removed when entered onto the Planning site. Don’t forget the Planning ref. No. 20/1380/

OUT.... OR 
 

Write a letter to Planning Services: 
 

Planning Services, Exeter City Council, Civic Centre, Paris Street, Exeter EX1 1JN  
Please include Planning Reference No. 20/1380/OUT 
 

 
 
  
The next Exeter Planning meeting isn’t until 26

th
 April, but the time available to  

comment will be limited. 
 

If you think you know groups or neighbours who would like a copy of this Information 
or if you would be willing to help, drop me an email and I’ll get in touch, or I can send 
you a file/digital copy that can be passed on. 
 

davsheclarke@hotmail.co.uk                  David Clarke   14.03.2021 
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GARDENING CLUB FOR APRIL 
 

LAWN MAINTAINENCE 
 

Although April can bring very warm almost summery 
spells, there's still a chance of cold conditions blowing 
in! 
 

A priority for the garden is the care of our lawns which 
well may need a spring boost. For the first cut, the 
blade should be set at the highest level, lowering on 
subsequent cuts. 
  
Bare patches can be cut out and reseeded, but no 
mowing until it is growing well. Use a spring feed to 
help the grass grow thicker, healthier and greener. 
Apply as recommended. 
 

A triple action weed feed and moss killer is good for 
major weed problems. Larger weeds, such as  
Dandelion and Plantains, can be removed by hand. 
Constant mowing encourages dead grass (THATCH ) 
and moss. This can be removed by using a spring 
rake or a scarifier. 

  

So the key is a weed free lawn. Regular mowing once 
a week, edging the path and lawn to have the best  
looking lawn around. Sit back and admire. 
 

Jobs around the garden 
 

  1 Keep dead heading Daffodils 
  2 Pull up any weeds 
  3 Split large clumps of Hosta's 
  4 Sow pea's ground should be warm enough 
  5 Harvest Rhubarb ( if forced ) 
  6 Mediterranean herbs can be planted outside 
  7 Feed Amaryllis from xmas and dry store 
  8 Sun getting stronger so shade green house 
  9 Main crop potatoes can be planted 
10 Lot of seeds can be planted, advice on all packets 
 

Whitestone Gardening Club 
 

Hello everyone, 
  

I hope you are all keeping well. A timetable toward the 
end of lockdown is in progress. If we ALL do as we are 
asked, it will happen by the end of June. The timetable is 
April 12th, Hairdressers!!!!, May 17th, increased mixing 
and holidays, and then June 26th [I hope] is when we 
should be clear of lockdown restrictions. But, and it is a 
big BUT, it all depends on ALL of us following the  
restrictions. I understand that minor restrictions may well 
continue, such as the wearing of face masks, and   
keeping a sensible distance. 
  

Before we can restart our meetings, we will have to know 
what rules the Club committee may put in place and,  
possibly, how many of us have had the injections. Finally, 
most important, how many of you would be willing to  
attend any meeting we can safely arrange? 
 

On a different tack altogether, I have changed my  
wooden front door with a Upvc one. How many of you still 
have the lovely wooden doors?. What I will be doing next 
is a staggered window replacement, so you can watch 
this house!!!! 
 

I will close now and on behalf of all the Team, keep safe 
and keep well Angela. 

 
Angela and all. 

EXPLETIVES NOT DELETED             
 

It is perhaps surprising that, in this secular age of ours, 
most people still regularly use quite a lot of religious  
expletives. Here’s a representative selection; you can 
probably think of more yourselves. 

Roger Norrington  
 
GOD 
Oh God 
Good God 
God Almighty 
God knows 
Thank God 
(Disguised versions) 
Gosh 
Golly 
Good grief 
Goodness Gracious 
 
THE LORD 
O Lord 
Lord no 
Lordy lord 
Lord knows 
Thank the Lord 
(Disguised versions) 
Cor (Lord) 
Cor blimey (Lord blind me) 
  
JESUS (all disguised) 
Gee 
Gee Whizz 
Jeeze 
Jimminy Cricket 

CHRIST (all disguised) 
Crikey 
Cripes 
Crumbs 
Christmas  
Crippens 
 
HEAVEN 
Good Heavens 
Heavens above 
Heaven knows 
 
HELL 
Hells Bells  
Hell no 
 
BY OUR LADY 
bloody hell  
Bloody awful etc 
 
HOLY (USA) 
Holy smoke 
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The last date for  contributions to the 
next Parish Magazine (MAY) is 

 

Friday 16th April 
 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

magazine@superjock.co.uk 

BOOKING THE PARISH HALL 
 

No new bookings are being taken for the  
Whitestone Parish Hall at present.  

Please contact the Booking Clerk, Caroline  
Honeywill, for the latest information. 

 

Tel: 01392 811245 email: carolinehoneywill@icloud.com 

JOBS FOR THE  PARISH LINESMAN 
 

If you notice any damage to Parish property, build up 
of litter, blocked roadside ditches, or any other matter 
that would improve the environment and well-being of 
Parishioners or visitors within the Parish boundaries, 
please contact the Parish Linesman’s line manager: 
 

Cllr Mary Belt on 01392 811374 
 

who will liaise with the Parish Council and schedule 
the tasks. 

 

Marlon M. Warren & Brandon B. Warren 
 

ALL ASPECTS OF GARDEN 
WORK UNDERTAKEN 

 

Mowing  Strimming  Hedge cutting 
Small paddock  Topping  etc. 

 
                      Ramslade Farm, Whitestone 
                                07500 681 817 
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MARY’S DAIRY DIARY 
MARCH ON THE FARM 

NATURE  
March, in like a lion, out like a lamb?  Biting east winds, or 
gentle sun and rain, all reliant on the great tussle of warm 
and cold air masses. And whatever the weather, each day 
the sun rises earlier, zeniths higher and sets later. The 
cold can only have so much of a hold.  Each day, even 
when it’s cold, you see some new assurance of spring: a 
primrose in a sheltered dell, wild garlic stirring in the leaf 
litter, blackthorn flowering in the hedge.  Birds are in full 
nest-building swing, lots of song, lots of construction, a 
little discrete playing away. 
 

Our fallow deer have black backs, a slightly unusual  
variant.  Walking in the woods, a doe jumped out from the 
undergrowth just ahead of us, where she’d been resting as 
the fawn gets bigger inside her.  My brother is hoping for 
some natural regeneration from some chestnut trees he 
felled last year, each stump sending up lots of stems.  It’s 
good feed for deer.  She’s been nibbling the new shoots.   
Hey, leave some shoots to grow.  And some trees he  
coppiced a little while ago each have 4 or 5 good stems, 
that managed to grow through the restaurant stage, now 
almost ready if you wanted stakes or biomass. 
 
AR ABLE  
We are spreading the winter’s haul of manure, rotted 
strawy dung, that is an elixir for weary arable soils. You 
need to get the goodness under ground to stop losing the 
ammonia, a good fertiliser in contact with the soil and a 
pollutant sitting on top of it. Arable soils lose organic  
matter, which is where the animals come in, using the 
straw for beds and feed then sending the composted beds 
out to grow grain and straw, to start the cycle off again.   
It’s lovely to see the green shoots emerging from the soil, 
green shot silk on the brown background. 
 

That cycle is so beneficial, we are rethinking how we  
winter the animals. The cattle tolerate grazing crops all 
winter.   Even with a grass run back, on our slopes, it’s 
more damaging to our soils than we want. And seeing the 
benefit of that manure on our soils starts to make the case 
for buildings and machines, much as I like the idea of  
running on cow power alone. 
 
COWS  
Cows are settling into grazing, out first on 10th February.  
Now they are scarily eating into the stored growth from the 
winter, grass disappearing into hungry mouths, until  
suddenly it’s growing faster than they can eat and shortage 
tips into plenty. I know that happens every year, and I 
spend most of March watching the balance tipping one 
way or the other until finally growth wins. 
 

This year, we have a bumper crop of heifers from our 

If you have any comments to make on the content, 
layout or any other matters concerning this magazine, 
please contact the Editor:  Mrs Jennifer Kellagher,  
East Rowhorne, Nadderwater, Exeter  EX4 2LQ. 
Tel: 01392 273864.   
We always welcome any suggestions to improve the 
magazine. 
 

If you wish to place an advertisement, please contact 
the editor for the current rates. 

spring calving cows.  We’ve used sexed semen, where 
sperm that will make a female is induced to swim one 
way, into the straws of semen we use to have the cows 
conceive.  That means slightly less good conception, and 
a lot more heifers from dairy breeds. We rear them to join 
our own herd, and if we’ve any spare, other grazing based 
farmers want the quality we have.   
 

We now rear our male calves, and the female calves from 
the beef breeds we use to calve at the end of March. We 
used to think of that as a distraction from raising milking 
cows, and now it feels like a good use of the inevitable  
by-products of dairy farming.  We use some very fine  
Angus bulls, not only tasty, but known to be tasty.  We had 
Belted Galloway bulls, which gave a striking white belt 
around their offsprings’ middles. They were equally tasty, 
and not known to be, and people valued them less. 
 
DAIRY  
The milk is lovely, benefitting from the grass feeding, the 
curd pale golden yellow in the vat. We are making a  
normal amount of cheese. When it matures, COVID will, 
with any luck, be a liveable-with inconvenience, and we 
can be eating out and enjoying the company of friends 
with a delicious plate of cheese.  We’ve been grading 
cheese from last year and the autumn. The cheese gives 
no indication of the dramas surrounding its birth: luscious 
buttery notes are coming to the fore, with some lovely  
savoury notes. 
 

We are cutting more of our cheese up into pieces to send 
out to households.  It’s been a lovely impact: thank you!  
While you haven’t been getting out and about, you have 
been ordering hampers for yourself or as presents.  It’s 
great to feel directly connected to people who love our 
cheese and to share some of our favourites from other 
makers with you. 
 
RECIPE  
 

Fish Pie with Quicke’s Mature Cheddar Sauce  
 

Fish pie is such a great standby.  I love the fish pie mix 
you get in fishmongers. 
 

1.Peel and boil some preferably yellow-fleshed potatoes. 
2.Hard boil some eggs and peel. 
3.Make a white sauce, put generous amounts of Quicke’s 

Mature cheddar grated (I include the rinds, too). 
4.Put fish pie mix into a dish, with white sauce over it. 
5.Arrange eggs cut in half lengthways around the dish. 

Season. 
6.Mash potatoes with milk and generous amounts of 

Quicke’s Whey Butter, salt and pepper. Gingerly put the 
mashed potato on the fish filling, working from the edges 
so the potato is always supported. 

7.Grate a little cheese over the top & bake in a hot oven ‘til 
the top is golden. 

8.Eat with a spring vegetable mix braised in butter,  
seasoning, and as little water as will boil away over a low 
heat until the vegetables are tender. 

Mary Quicke 
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Lower Hare Farm 
Nothing has changed; everything has changed! 
 

In our last two reports on the “progress” of the Lower 
Hare Farm application we reported that there had been 
no progress. As before, as I write (11:00am on Tuesday 
16th March 2021) the DCC website is still showing 
“Decision pending for application”. So, some 15 weeks 
after the Development Management Committee’s  
controversial “approval” of the landfill no progress seems 
to have been by the applicants.  
 
However, STAWL has not been idle and we can report 
on a number of inter-related developments which we 
think constitute significant progress on our part. 
 
1: We have completed a careful analysis of the recording 
of the DMC’s meeting on 2nd December 2020. This 
shows that there were multiple examples of  
(a)  the presentation of incorrect and inconsistent data 
(b) misleading and inappropriate statements and possible 
misdirection by the Chair and by Officers, and  
(c) the failure to present relevant and necessary  
information, data and explanations of that data. We will 
be passing this analysis to the Solicitors compiling the 
evidence to be submitted when requesting permission to 
pursue a Judicial Review, when/if consent is ever issued 
by DCC 
 
2: Following from this we have very carefully examined 
the data presented by the Chief Planning Officer to the 
DMC in his Final Report, and again in their presentation 
to the DMC during the meeting itself. The planners used 
this data to impress upon the members of the Committee 
that the Exeter area was about to run out of capacity for 
the disposal of waste (and that in fact, according to them, 
it had already run out of capacity) and that therefore they 
had to approve the LHF proposal or disaster would  
ensue. Well, it turns out that the sites haven’t run out of 
capacity, and moreover that their data doesn’t make 
sense. One lot of data (remaining capacity at the end of a 
given year) gives very different answers to another set of 
data (tonnage dumped during any given year) and there 
is no relation between the two sets of data. It also turns 
out that the data they quote for tonnage dumped doesn’t 
refer to inert subsoil from greenfield sites, although that is 
the ONLY kind of waste that LHF would be approved to 
receive. Instead it seems to refer to all sorts of waste, 
most of which couldn’t be dumped at LHF anyway. So 
the data is not only inconsistent, it is irrelevant.   
 
3: We wrote to Cllr Jerry Brook, the Chair of the DMC 
and the other members of the Committee drawing these 
fundamental problems to their attention. Cllr Brook didn’t 
reply, but instead passed our letter to the Chief Planning 
Officer, who didn’t reply, but instead passed our letter to 
the DCC’s Chief Lawyer. We have now received her  
response, which can best be described as creating more 
problems (for the DCC) than it solves.  We will again be 
passing her reply and our rebuttal of her attempt to justify 
the planners’ actions to the solicitors preparing the  
Judicial Review. 
 
4: As part of our examination of the inconsistent data, we 

have also discovered that every year every operator of a 
waste site has to submit a Monitoring Report to the DCC’s 
Waste Planning Authority, who then publish this report on 
their website. Amongst other issues the operators  
comment on the capacity remaining at their site, and the 
expected lifespan of their site. The Monitoring Reports for 
the three Exeter area sites makes extremely interesting 
reading. According to the latest available reports (end 
2019) one of them is in Phase 3 of a planned 7 phase  
programme, another states that it has a 3-4 year life  
expectancy, and the other states that its site has a 20 year 
life expectancy! Quite remarkably none of these Monitoring 
Reports and their contents were mentioned in the  
planners’ Final Report to the DMC, nor were these reports 
mentioned during the meeting itself.  We will of course be 
bringing these reports and the failure to mention them to 
the attention of the Judicial Review. 
    
There are yet further issues that we are pursuing, but as 
you can see from this report, we think we are making  
significant progress in making sure that no damaging land-
fill can ever operate on Yonder Hare Down. 
 
As ever, I hope you all stay safe and well. 
Sincerely, 
Guy Fielding 
(Chair, STAWL) 

CHURCH HOUSE EDUCATIONAL  
FOUNDATION          Registered charity 269625 

The Trust was set up in the 18th century by Mr John 
Splatt, a successful candle maker in Heavitree. 

The fund is intended to provide financial assistance to 
residents of the ancient parish of Whitestone who wish 
to further their education or training for academic or  
practical purposes - funding for leisure activities are 
not eligible for consideration. There is no restriction on 
the age of applicants who may apply and applications 
are not means tested. 

All applications are assessed in confidence by the  
Trustees with reference to the provisions of the Trust 
Deed.  Successful grant applications range typically 
from £50 to £500, depending on particular  
circumstances. 

The Trustees are elected representatives from village 
organisations who meet twice a year, normally in May 
and November to consider applications. Notice in  
of the meetings is always given in the Parish  
Magazine. 

Applications need to be fully costed with  
documentary evidence and must be accompanied 
by a completed data protection form (see below).  
They should be sent to Hon Secretary Mrs Margaret 
Nierop Hillcrest Whitestone EX4 2HR or by email to: 
margaret@thenierops.co.uk to arrive no later than 5th 
May 2021. 
 

Applications are now invited for consideration for 
funding at the meeting of trustees to be held in 
May 2021.  
 
The form can be downloaded from the Whitestone  
website (www.whitestone-devon.org.uk) and selecting 
CHEF from the top menu. 

Margaret Nierop  

mailto:margaret@thenierops.co.uk
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WHITESTONE SOCIAL CLUB 
(Secretary Bryan Durrant 01392 811328) 
 

Wishing all members a happy and safe Easter and 
hope to see you all soon 
 

The Social Club normally meets monthly, mostly in the 
Village Hall, and is a great opportunity to meet other  
people. After the speaker there is a social “bring and 
share” food and drink session. Membership is £12 per 
annum, but non-members are most welcome to join us at 
meetings in the hall (except for the anniversary meal) on 
an occasional basis at a cost of £3.00 per evening.  
Meetings in the hall normally start at 7:30pm.  
 

All meetings are currently cancelled due to COVID. 
  
VILLAGE VOICES 
 

We are now on our 7th zoom rehearsal and I must say 
that, apart from the musical director being better at  
directing than technology, it has gone reasonably well. 
 

Everyone is now used to hearing themselves singing 
alone, which was a rather scary prospect at first.  
Surprisingly no one has left the group on account of this 
and and we have learned some new songs including,  
"O can Ye sew Cushions" a Scottish folk song, 
"True Colors", Cindi Lauper's hit, and "Forever Young" an 
arrangement of Bob Dylan's song. We are about to start a 
"Song for Peace" to the tune Finlandia by Jean Sibelius 
and California Dreamin' a suitably Autumnal song for our 
proposed first concert in October, Covid permitting. 
 

We will be breaking for Easter and look forward to  
resuming soon after. 

LIz Watkins   
01392 811285 

 

      TABLE TENNIS  SHORT MAT BOWLS 
 
      CUBAN AIRWAVES         
 
  WHITESTONE GARDENING CLUB 
 
  ARTS & CRAFTS MORNINGS       SOCIAL CLUB 
 
          WHITESTONE HANDBELL RINGERS 
 
 WHITESTONE CHRISTIAN PRAYER GROUP 
 
CHURCH BELL RINGING  BENEFICE CHOIR 
 
  FLOWER ARRANGING CLASSES 
 
All the above cancelled until further notice. 
 
WHITESTONE WALKERS 

Details of future walks will be circulated when Covid19 
restrictions permit. 

Herb Piper 
 
PILATES 
The Whitestone Pilates group session has continued to 
meet on a Monday evening, though in cyberspace.  
Caroline Dodd, our fantastic instructor, has provided an 
amazing steady and reliable service, with the option for 
people to attend more than once a week if they choose.   
 

We are planning to restart in the Parish Hall as soon 
as  this becomes possible, which will not be until 2021.   
In the meantime we will continue on Zoom to keep 
strong and stretched out. 

Judy Sanford and Martin Fairley 
 

 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Please contact the Parish Clerk, Pat Vaughan, for the 
latest information.  (01392 411628) or view the 
Whitestone website www.whitestone-devon.org.uk 
 

 

The Whitestone Parish Hall will be closed until late May 2021 at the earliest. 
This date will be reviewed in line with national guidance. 

 

 

JUST FOR FUN 

 

A RIDDLE 
 
What do you call a bear with no ears? 


