
  

 

 
 
 

 
ST. CATHERINE, WHITESTONE 

 
with 

 
Pathfinder Village 

 
and 

 

ST. THOMAS, OLDRIDGE 
 

P a r i s h   M a g a z i n e 
 
 

 
 

Rector 
 

Reverend Martin Wood, The Rectory, Church Lane,  
Cheriton Bishop  EX6 6HY  01647 24119 

 
 

Whitestone and Oldridge Churchwardens 
 

Dr. Jane Richards, Quarryfield House, Whitestone  EX4 2JS 
(01392 811492) 

 

Kay Norrington, Glebe House, Church Lane, Whitestone  EX4 2LF 
(Mobile: 07717 826711  Tel: 01392 697559) 

MAY 2021 Price 50p 
Annually £5 
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NORTH KENN MISSION COMMUNITY 
 
 

    SERVICES FOR MAY 2021 
 

Sunday May 2nd 
 
  9.30 am  Whitestone         Holy Communion   Revd Tim Gorringe 
  9.30 am  Holcombe Burnell  Holy Communion   Revd Martin Wood 
11.00 am  Tedburn St Mary          Informal Worship          Revd Martin Wood  
  6.00 pm Cheriton Bishop           Evening Prayer            Revd Martin Wood 
 
Sunday May 9th 
 
  9.30 am  Whitestone         Parish Communion      Revd  Martin Wood 
  9.30 am  Holcombe Burnell    Holy Communion        Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.00 am Cheriton Bishop        Family Service    Revd Martin Wood 
  3.00 pm Pathfinder         Prayer and Fellowship 
  6.00 pm  Tedburn St Mary        Evening Prayer    Revd Martin Wood 
 
Thursday May 13th     Ascension Day 
 
10.30 am Pathfinder         Holy Communion   Revd Martin Wood 
 
 Sunday May 16th   
 
10.30 am  Tedburn St Mary         Team Communion   Revd  Tim Gorringe 
 
Sunday May 23rd     Pentecost 
 
  8.00 am Cheriton Bishop         Holy Communion   Revd Tim Gorringe 
  9.30 am Tedburn St Mary         Parish Communion   Revd Martin Wood 
11.00 am Holcombe Burnell     Family Service    Revd Martin Wood 
  3.00 pm Pathfinder          United Service   
  6.00 pm Whitestone          Evensong          Revd Martin Wood 
 
 
Thursday May  27th 
10.30 am   Pathfinder          Morning Prayer            Revd Martin Wood 
 
 
Sunday May 30th 
10.30 am  Cheriton Bishop     Team Communion   Revd Martin Wood 
                  Revd Tim Gorringe to preach 
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FROM THE RECTOR 

 
 

BANK HOLIDAYS IN MAY 
         
 

May is unique in having two Bank Holiday Mondays. For many people, it offers the 
prospect of two long weekends which may translate into a holiday away. However, 
with current restrictions, these may not be able to offer quite so much freedom to go 
away. The Early May Bank Holiday returns to its traditional place, the first Sunday in 
May. If you remember, it moved to a Friday to celebrate the 75

th
 anniversary of VE 

Day. I am not sure quite what its origin is but it could be a celebration of the  
beginning of summer and would then have a connection with Maypoles and Morris 
Dancers. Or it could be related to Labour Day celebrations which celebrate the  
achievements of workers and the establishment of workers’ rights. It seems a good 
connection to give workers a day off. I was surprised to learn that Bank Holidays 
were introduced to allow banks to close on public as they had previously been 
forced to stay open to allow payment to continue even on public holidays. They 
came into being in 1871 but only offered four bank holidays; Easter Monday, Whit 
Monday, First Monday in August and Boxing Day. I was also surprised to learn that 
there were thirty-three public holidays for saint’s day and religious festivals. It was 
considered excessive and was reduced to just four in 1834. Again surprisingly, we 
have the second-fewest public holidays in the world. Only Mexico has fewer! 
 
The second Bank Holiday originates from Whit Monday, i.e. the Monday after Whit 
Sunday or Pentecost. Pentecost is a moveable date linked to fifty days after Easter. 
This year, it would be May 23

rd
 giving the Bank Holiday on Monday 24

th
 May.  

However, the connection with Whitsun was cut in 1971 and the bank holiday is now 
the last Monday in May. So, the bank holiday is actually on 31

st
 May. It is much  

easier to have the last Monday in May than work out when fifty days have passed 
after Easter. However, sometimes that which is easy is not always good for us. 
 
The pandemic has reminded us that what was comfortable and easy was not  
always good for us. It has become very easy to be selfish and forget about our 
neighbour. We have been reminded of how important it is to be a good neighbour. 
We are reminded of the importance of community and pulling together in adversity.  
I would want to add that our relationship with God is important for both our wellbeing 
and our awareness of the needs of those around us. We may have fractured or  
forgotten some of our connections. Easter and Pentecost promise that they can be 
restored and renewed.  
 
 

Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY 01647 
24119  

(Tuesday to Sunday) revwood163@gmail.com 
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Unit 7 
GD Units 
Cofton Road 
Marsh Barton 
Exeter  
EX2 8QW 
 

Email:  info@westcoastwindows.co.uk 
Web:    www.westcoastwindows.co.uk 

 

Contact: Nigel Gribble or Mike Melluish 

 

ALUMINIUM  -  DOMESTIC  -  PVC WINDOWS 
DOORS  -  CONSERVATORIES  -  SHOP FRONTS 

  CURTAIN WALLING 
 
 

Tel:  01392 829800 
Fax: 01392 829808 

Raising Standards,  Installing Trust 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like a last resting place in 

beautiful countryside overlooking 
Dartmoor. 

 
Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie 

or Martin Chatfield 
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 
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Well folks Easter has come and gone and spring has  
certainly sprung albeit bringing some very frosty starts 
some mornings. With the onset of spring we have seen a 
flurry of planning applications for us to consider and  
provide responses. 
 
As you all know by now the outcome of a planning  
application can affect a few or the majority of the village 
and we try to ensure that everyone makes a  
representation against a planning application that wants 
to have a say.  The Parish Plan was drawn up based on 
the responses you gave when asked and the Parish 
Council do their best to consider planning applications to 
protect the village. 
 
All Planning applications including current ones are listed 
on the Whitestone website and I would encourage  
everyone to dip in regularly to see what is going on in the 
village. A good quantity of quality responses can make 
the difference to how an application is determined by the 
Local Authority. 
 
Remember once changes happen for the better or worse 
we are stuck with them so don’t always think you’ll leave 
it to someone else. 
 
As you may have seen on the news, the M5 and strategic 
highways have all been chocker block and a lot of  
accidents occurring already so early in the season.  
Clearly people are so keen to get away and visitors will 
be flocking to our lovely part of the world and increased 
traffic and speeding through our village will be an  
inevitability. Keep alert and safe whilst out and about.  
Visitors from all parts of the country will be descending on 
us so please be extra careful to continue sanitising and 
washing hands even more diligently to protect ourselves 
and our loved ones. 
 
Children have been enjoying the playpark and we are so 
glad to see HMS Whitestone has been commissioned 
and in active service. Well done to all those who joined in 
naming our new Boat Swinger, long may she provide 
good service! The playpark is receiving lots of attention 
and is constantly receiving improvements. 
 
Look after yourselves and stay safe, 
Councillor Tanya Miles 
Chair of Whitestone Parish Council  
cllr.tanya.miles@btinternet.com 
 
 

TUESDAY TABLES  
 

A message from the Whitestone Climate Action 

Group , hoping that TUESDAY TABLES becomes a 

community wide event, and part of Devon’s campaign 

to reduce and reuse. 
 

Have you used lockdown as an opportunity to have a  

de-clutter? Are you now struggling with what to do with the 

things you no longer need as the charity shops are closed 

but your items are too good to go to waste?  
 

Tuesday Tables might be just what you need! The idea is 

that on a given Tuesday, you put items you no longer want 

outside your house so they can find new homes. This 

could be in a box, on a table or even on a tarpaulin  

depending on how many items you need to re-home. It’s 

basically a community swap! This has been going on  

informally during lockdown but Recycle Devon believes it 

should be a set day. It will mean that when people are out 

on their daily walk within their communities, they may spot 

things they need. This not only saves your neighbours 

money, but it increases the life cycle of your items and 

stops them from going to waste.  
 

What sort of things can I pass on? 

You can add anything you like; furniture, clothing, books, 

household items or children’s toys. We would advise that 

no item should be dirty or broken. Knives, chemicals and 

other potentially dangerous items should not be given 

away but disposed of safely. 
 

How can I tell people about this? 

We recommend using Facebook, either a local community 

page or street wide pages. You can put up a poster in your 

window to let people know you are doing this in advance. It 

may take a few weeks to get going but soon we hope  

communities will jump on board with Tuesday Tables! 
 

What happens to items not taken? 

You could hang on to them for another Tuesday or you 

could pass them on using sites like Freecycle, Freegle or 

Facebook Marketplace. When the charity shops open, you 

could donate good items to them. 
 

Can I raise money for a favourite charity? 

Yes! While we suggest that all items are given away for 

free, you are welcome to have a donation pot so people 

can make a small donation to your chosen charity if they 

wish. 
 

Can this be covid safe? 

If anyone in your household is showing symptoms of covid, 

please do not take part in this event. We recommend that 

items are quarantined outside under cover or in a garage 

for 3 days prior to being put outside. On the day, you can 

staff your stand and “socially distanced” chat to people as 

they collect items but there is no obligation to do this! We 

recommend you have a table to put items on and keep 6ft 

away from people visiting your stall at all times. If you’d like 

to take part, let your neighbours know in advance by  

displaying this poster in your window. Why not get your 

community involved in the day and raise awareness in  

local facebook groups too? A ‘Tuesday Tables’ poster can 

downloaded from: https://www.recycledevon.org/wp-

content/uploads/Peach-and-Yellow-Tuesday-tables-3.pdf 

 
Whitestone Parish Council 

Message from the Chair 
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Sally White 
 

 

Visiting Foot Health Practitioner 

 

Professional help for all your foot 

care needs 

 

S.A.C. Dip, FHPP, FHPT 

 

Tel: 07503199473 
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RELAXATION OF LOCKDOWN FOR MAY 
 
Assuming that the Government’s four tests for easing 
the Covid restrictions are met, then: 
 
From no earlier than 17 May: 

• Most mixing rules lifted outdoors, with a limit of 30 

people meeting in parks or gardens. 

• Indoor mixing will be allowed, up to six people or, if it 

is more people, two households. 

• Indoor venues such as the inside of pubs and  

restaurants, hotels and B&Bs, play centres, cinemas, 

museums and group exercise classes will reopen. 

The new indoor and outdoor mixing limits will remain 

for pubs and other hospitality venues. 

• This will be the earliest date at which international 

holidays could resume, subject to current reviews 

and prohibitions. 

• For sport, indoor venues can have up to 1,000  

spectators or half capacity, whichever is lower;  

outdoors the limit will be 4,000 people or half  

capacity, whichever is lower. Very large outdoor 

seated venues, such as big football stadiums, where 

crowds can be spread out, will have a limit of 10,000 

people, or a quarter full, whichever is fewer. 

• Weddings will be allowed a limit of 30 people, with 

other events such as christenings and bar mitzvahs 

also permitted. 

 
Remember that the existing rules for masks and social 
distancing will still apply. 

THE ULTIMATE STAYCATION? 
 

If you’re wondering if you’ll be actually be able to get 
away on holiday this year, the answer is YES, you 
definitely will. All you have to do is this: 
 

• Tell yourself the house you are living in is your holiday 
home that you’ve rented for the week 

• So it’s not yours and you can’t mow the lawn or do 
any of the 1001 jobs you can see need doing because 
they are the owner’s problem not yours. 

• As far as cooking meals is concerned just do exactly 
what you’d do in your holiday home. 

• And make sure you make a determined effort to 
explore all the interesting places that there surely are 
around you and which you never thought to explore 
before. 

 

So what could be better - a free holiday home with all 
your favourite books and music around you? 
 

Peter Hanson 
 

  

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

 

THE ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

 

OF THE 
 

WHITESTONE PARISH HALL 
COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT                                                                                     
(Registered Charity No 1134187) 

 

WILL BE HELD ON 
 

THURSDAY 17th JUNE 2021 
IN THE PARISH HALL AT 7.00PM 

 
THIS IS A PUBLIC MEETING OPEN TO ALL 

INHABITANTS OF WHITESTONE, OLDRIDGE 
AND NADDERWATER. 

 
NOMINATIONS ARE INVITED FROM THE 
PUBLIC FOR ELECTION OF UP TO FOUR 

MEMBERS TO SERVE ON THE COMMITTEE 
FOR THE FORTHCOMING YEAR 

 
NOMINATION FORMS AVAILABLE FROM 

THE SECRETARY,  
MARY COLSON  

email: mary.colson@btinternet.com 
 

FOR RETURN BY  
TUESDAY 1

st
 JUNE 2021.  

JUST FOR FUN 
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ACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Established since 1981  
 

Fully Insured 
 

Any amount large or small -  
Domestic & Commercial 

 

Prompt Reliable Service -  
Available 7 days a week 

 

Free Quotations - Competitive Prices 
 

Tel: 01392 430988 
 

Highfield, Rowhorne Road 
Nadderwater, Exeter, EX4 2JEE 

mail: acescaffolding@yahoo.co. uk 

 

 

Family business, 
   established 25 years 
 

House clearance service 
 

Removal service 
 

Free scrap metal collec-
tion including 
   washing machines, 
cookers, etc. 
 

Free quotations 
 

Fully insured 
 
 

**NEW ** Steam cleaning service for 
gardens, patios, car engines as well as 

industrial items including lorries 
 

Phone Tim on 01392 427415 or 07887694873 

Aerials & Satellite 
City & Guilds  NVQ 

 

01363 777190   07841 644395 
 

kev@kevinosborneaerials.co.uk 

 
Aerial Upgrades ** All aspects of Installation and Repair 

** Existing Aerial & Satellite Problems Resolved **  

Discrete Installation ** DAB Radio Aerial ** Extra TV Points 

Free Advice ** Free Quotation Service ** Free Signal Check 

 

Wanted 

 

Livery for two horses or  
grazing to rent. 

 
Whitestone or 
Tedburn area. 

 
Phone 01647 270017  
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I WONDER, WHAT HAS COVID DONE TO 
THE SPORT OF MUD WRESTLING. 
 

My time in the Royal Navy included some exciting and 
interesting experiences. One of the latter involved the 
sport of mud wrestling. I use the description “sport”  
because it did involve wrestling between two or more  
opponents and it is a legal activity. 
 

The path that led me to the sport began with a film. One 
of my RN appointments involved patrols in hunter-killer 
submarines interspersed with time in the MoD Main  
Building in London. Films, on reels in those days, were 
issued to each boat i.e. submarine, leaving for patrol but, 
if you were to be on patrol over Christmas, the boat was 
allowed to choose their films from the library and, for one 
Christmas patrol, the boat’s film rep selected the film 
“Stripes” amongst others. It was a comedy and the story 
was about some American lads who joined the army.  
 

During their basic training they paid a visit to a mud/jello 
wrestling palace. The film was shown in the Wardroom 
around mid-patrol and, immediately the last reel finished, 
the Captain said that a visit to a mud wrestling match was 
to be an item on our next pre-patrol briefing in London. As 
I was reporting back to the MoD immediately on our  
return to Plymouth, the Captain detailed me off to  
organise that part of the next London run-ashore. 
 

On returning to London several weeks later, I started to 
search for mud wrestling matches. Such a search today 
would be done via the computer and take a matter of 
minutes but, 40 plus years ago, there was not that facility.  
 

So, over the course of the following weeks, I telephoned 
the Tourist Board, Greater London Council, the  
Professional and Amateur Wrestling Associations,  
Scotland Yard, etc, as well as scouring the London  
newspapers and asking contacts around the corridors of 
the MoD, but all without any success whatsoever; London 
was a desert for the mud wrestling devotee. The boat 
therefore left on its following patrol without members of 
the Wardroom having had the mind broadening  
experience of attending a mud wrestling match. But good 
news was to come on return from that patrol. 
 

Quite some weeks later and having returned to London 
from patrol, my boss walked into the office on my first 
morning back and announced with some satisfaction that 
he had seen a poster advertising dates for mud wrestling 
matches to be held at the White Hart public house,  
Putney Bridge. Sure enough, a telephone enquiry to the 
White Hart confirmed the dates of the matches and  
subsequently a date was set for a Wardroom “dirty”  
run-ashore. 
 

On the appointed date, several members of the  
Wardroom, dressed appropriately for a MoD briefing i.e. 
suit, collar and tie, were in the queue outside the White 
Hart. We were looked upon with some interest by the 
mud wrestling fans who, not surprisingly, were dressed 
more appropriately for the event. Several of those fans 
carried large black plastic bags. This raised a little  
concern with our Captain, who made it clear that if there 
was any “funny business” in the crowd we were to leave 
immediately. He needn’t have worried because those 
carrying the large plastic bags were the real devotees 
who got seats immediately around the “ring” and so sat in 
the bags to keep the flying mud pats from landing on their 
clothes. 
 

The wrestling took place in a large room, probably a 
dance hall in days of yore. There were several rows of 
seats around the “ring”, which was a very large plastic 

container several feet square with sides of about 18 inches 
and almost filled with mud.  We sat in the back row to keep 
well away from the flying mud and also to allow for a quick 
exit should there be the need. Well, we actually sat on the 
backs of the back row seats so that we had an  
uninterrupted view of the contests.  
 

The Wardroom’s collective intellect and broad life  
experiences could not “see” who won each match or what 
the scoring criteria was, largely because the mud got in the 
way; indeed, it got in the way of seeing very much of  
anything in the ring. However, the fans clearly enjoyed it.  
 

After several entertaining rounds fought between attractive 
female wrestlers there was an interval. I was sat on the 
end chair by the passageway and immediately in front of 
me sat a heavily pregnant lady. So, at the start of the  
interval, I used those immortal words “What is a girl like 
you doing in a place like this?”. “Oh”, she said, “I run the 
agency that provides the ladies and, until this evening, I 
hadn’t attended a mud wrestling event but, over breakfast, 
my husband said that he was recording tonight’s match,  
so along I came.”  In answer to my next question of 
“Where is your husband?”, she pointed to a man holding a 
holding a microphone at the end of a long pole. It turned 
out that her husband together with the man who had been 
walking around with an enormous movie camera filming 
the “fights” and the audience, worked for a documentary 
film maker who was making a programme called “One for 
the Ladies”.  
 

The programme was to be shown on ITV while we were 
away on our next patrol. I passed that information down 
the line and we all immediately left out perches on the 
back of the chairs and tried to make ourselves  
inconspicuous by sitting hunched up on the seats;  
appearing on a mud wrestling programme may not have 
gone down well with some senior officers.  
 

The final contest of the night was two of the lady wrestlers 
against the member of the audience who made the highest 
bid to wrestle with them. It so happens that the  
engagement of one of our number, Martin, had been  
announced in the Times newspaper that morning which, of 
course, qualified him to be the naval mud wrestling  
representative for the evening. I was detailed off to be  
Martin’s agent and proceeded to receive the pound notes 
down the row from the wardroom members. A forty-odd 
pound bid was the highest I made before our money ran 
out. All was not lost, however, because several of the local 
lads turned to me and asked why we had stopped bidding. 
On hearing that our money had run out several of them 
proceeded to pass me pound notes until we topped the 
bidding at £74.   
 

Martin was a credit to the Service. He lost his underpants 
early in the contest but, before the end of round two, had 
managed to remove the tops of both of his opponents’  
bikinis. It was a most sporting contest which Martin  
undoubtedly won on points. In the restaurant after the fight, 
Martin smiled when he said that the best part of the  
evening was after the fight when he was in the showers 
with the ladies. 
 

We never found out if we were identifiable on the “One for 
the Ladies” programme! 

Ron Branhall 
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This application is for outline planning to explore the  
possibility of building a Class C3 dwelling on this plot of 
land for the owner of the past 18 years. The application 
form section 11 confirms that it is not a commercial  
business and therefore must be considered recreational. 
The application does not meet the Teignbridge Local Plan 
2013-2033 Strategy Policies; S1A Presumption in favour 
of Sustainable Development, S1 Sustainable  
Development Criteria, S2 Quality Development, S22 
Countryside, EC3 Rural Employment, WE9 Rural  
Workers’ Dwellings or EN2A Landscape Protection.  
The application site is located outside any defined  
Settlement Limits as defined within policy S21A therefore 
this proposal is considered as development in the open 
countryside where provisions of policy S22 apply. The 
local plan seeks for development to be directed to  
sustainable locations with policies S1A, S1 and S22 not 
permissive of open market housing in the open  
countryside. The proposal seeks permission for a new 3 
bedroom dwelling to be built in an isolated location where 
there are no other residential dwellings which is not  
supported within Policy S22. 
The site is not easily accessible by foot, cycle or public 
transport and requires the use of a private car for access 
and therefore the proposal is not sustainable and does not 
accord with policy S1a or S1 of the Local Plan. 
Given the nature of the proposal provisions of policy WE9 
would not apply as there does not appear to be an  
essential functional need arising from the activity for a full 
time worker to be housed on site at all times as this is not 
a commercial business. A possible permit for a temporary 
caravan may suffice for the occasional periods of  
additional attendance on site. 
Teignbridge Local Plan policy EN2a sets out that  
development proposals within an AGLV should conserve 
and enhance the qualities, character and distinctiveness 
of the landscape and have regard to the Districts  
Landscape Character Assessment. This proposal site lies 
within the Exeter Culm Slopes landscape character area, 
a part of the district’s landscape that is recognised as  
being a remote, strongly rural and where settlement is 
strongly vernacular in character. The landscape is  
recognised as being tranquil, largely unspoilt and of high 
quality. It is also locally valued and recognised as an Area 
of Great Landscape Value (AGLV) with several recent 
decisions by the planning inspectorate protecting the area 
from unsuitable development. Views are afforded toward 
the undulating countryside with visual impact across the 
valley towards Newton St. Cyres, Newton Wood and 
Whitestone Wood. 
In conclusion, having reviewed the application Whitestone 
Parish Council feel that the development proposal of a 
private dwelling in this location would not meet local policy 
and therefore cannot be supported. 
28.3 21/00634/FUL  Erection of hay storage building and 
formation of hardstanding at Bickhams Farm 
Response:- Whitestone Parish Council have reviewed the 
application for a new barn at Bickhams Farm and make 
the following comments: 
1.  Point 10 in the application form confirms the presence 
of trees and hedges on the site and land adjacent to the 
site, although from the plans it is not clear that these will 
be affected, if at all, by the proposed barn. Thus, a tree 
report may be absent and could be required. 
2. The barn may be visible from the south side and partly 
from the road on the North and the offer of additional tree 
and hedge planting should be encouraged to break the 
outline of the potential building and increase biodiversity. 
3. No lighting has been proposed and we are keen to  
encourage that no lighting should be permitted (or  
required) for the hay barn. This will significantly reduce  

 /continued on page 13 

WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES 
8th APRIL 2021 
 
DRAFT Minutes of Virtual Meeting of Whitestone  
Parish Council held at 7.30pm on Thursday 8

th
 April 

2021 to be ratified on Thursday 13
th

 May 2021 
 
Attendance:- Chair – Councillor T Miles. 
Councillors  M Belt, V Bryant, L Dyer, A Evans,  
   L Fairley, C Galton,  P Lee, S  Llewelyn,      
   M Smith. 
District Councillor A Swain  
Mrs P Vaughan – Clerk to the Council 
Mr M Harris, Mr N Hiscock, Mr D Hiscock  
 

Cllr Miles opened the meeting  
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION  
Mr N Hiscock was in attendance with his brother to speak 
regarding the plans for 21/00422/NPA for change of use of 
two agricultural buildings into two residential dwellings at 
Hackworthy Farm as following the comments made by the 
Council for this application he wished to give explanations 
regarding some of the issues raised in particular the  
access to the site and traffic problems in the narrow roads.  
After considerable discussion he answered some of the 
queries raised by both Councillors and by Mr Harris.  Cllr 
Miles thanked him for his comments and both gentlemen 
left the meeting at 7.56pm 
 

26. Minutes of the virtual Council Meeting held on  
Thursday 11

th
 March 2021 having been circulated were 

confirmed as correct for signing. 
 
27. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Cllr Swain gave apologies for Cllr Connett and assured 
Cllr Miles that the situation regarding parking problems at 
Crossway will be investigated as it was brought to his  
attention there have been complaints from residents living 
there.  Cllr Belt gave some information that this has been 
an ongoing problem for many years.  
 
28. PLANNING 
28.1  21/00546/VAR  Variation of condition 2 on  
planning permission 20/01443/FUL (Two storey side  
extension) to amend the approved design at Royal Oak, 
Nadderwater. 
Response:-  The application 21/00546/VAR at The Royal 
Oak, Nadderwater EX4 2JH has been discussed and  
considered by Whitestone Parish Council. This application 
is a variation condition 2 on planning permission 
20/01443/FUL (Two storey side extension) to amend the 
approved design. In response to points raised by the TDC 
Conservation Officer the applicant wishes to change the 
location of the toilet block from the rear of the building 
(South West elevation) to the North West side of the  
building. The Whitestone Parish Council have no  
objections to this amendment and therefore support this 
application. 
 

28.2 21/00440/OUT  Outline – dwelling (all matters  
reserved for future consideration at Higher Rowhorne, 
Rowhorne Road. 
Response:- It is not clear from the application the current 
classification of the land at Higher Rowhorne and whether 
it is classified as agricultural or equestrian but the activity 
described by the applicant is of an equestrian nature.  
Typically agricultural buildings on farms are not to be used 
for keeping and breeding horses (as distinct from stabling 
work horses) and in general turning horses out on  
agricultural land with additional feed, rugging and riding on 
the land is not considered consistent with agricultural use. 
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Building Surveys 
Defect & Repair Advice 

Expert witness 
Architectural design 

Contract Administration        
Party Wall 

Dilapidations 

 

GARETH  J  CLATWORTHY 
 

Interior & Exterior Quality Decorating 
 

‘LOWER HURSTON’ 
 Tel: (01392) 811819                                Tedburn Road 
          07925 054796                                      Whitestone 
    gj.clatworthy@gmail.com                                     Devon   
                          EX4  2HF 

     

          Stephen Heathcote 
         Property Surveying 
 
 

    Pound Farm 
    Whitestone 
    Exeter  EX4 2HP 
    shpsurveying@btinternet.com  
    www.shpsurveying.co.uk 
    07711 047372  
 

 Your Local    
         Chartered Building Surveyor & 

 Architectural Designer       

 

 

RM House &  
Commercial Clearance 

including 
 

Houses, Workshops, Garages & Gardens 
Any size job 

 

Call/txt 07578 869 650  

HOMEWORKS 
 

Carpentry 
 

General maintenance and 
Refurbishment 

 

Dealing with all types of maintenance 
 

Painting and Decorating 

H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A Y 
 
 

Carpenter & Joinery Manufacturer 
 
 

Pitt Farm, Churchtown, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2LG 
 
 

07710 434760 (mobile)    01392 811829 (tel/ans) 

Mitchell Funeral Services 
 

Your local Funeral Directors 

In your time of need we'll take care of all the funeral 
arrangements.  Call us 24 hours a day. 

We also supply Funeral Pre-Payment Plans 
 

King William Street, Exeter EX4 6PD 
Tel: 01392 272682 
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Continued from Page 11/ 

any impact on the biodiversity on the site which might be 
further enhanced if bat boxes and bird boxes/nesting 
sites are made part of any conditions applied to the  
application if permitted. 
4. Keeping the barn away from the road allowing a tractor 
and trailer to get off the highway in a single sweep is  
ideal. 
In conclusion, we have no objection to the planning  
application as it helps maintain local agriculture and use 
of local land/hay. If it were to be permitted, we would  
encourage that additional tree/hedge planting and also 
placing of bird/bat boxes would be part of the conditions 
necessary for the granting of the application. A further 
condition would be that no future housing change under 
class Q conversion applications could be granted. 
 

28.4 Redhills 20/1380/OUT – Exeter City Council  
Following concerns over access and impact to 
Whitestone Parish a written response has been sent to 
Exeter City Council and Cllr Miles urged all parishioners 
to also send their comments to Exeter City Council in 
order to spread their concerns over this proposed  
development.  This report will be sent to Jock Kirkpatrick 
for publication on the Whitestone website.  Cllr Llewllyn 
wished it placed on record the Parish Council’s   
appreciation of the effort that Cllr Miles had put into  
compiling this document to the City Council.  Cllr Smith 
mentioned that the Police had been called at 7.30am one 
morning in response to sheep straying onto the road near 
the Royal Oak Inn and they had commented on the 
amount of traffic which used this stretch of the road. 
 

28.5 Grant of Conditional Planning Permission 
20/01623/FUL  Erection of agricultural building and  
associated works on land at Rebecca Springs,  
Nadderwater, 
 

28.6 Refusal of Planning Permission 
20/02344/FUL  Conversion of disused business unit to a 
dwelling at Unit 2,Rebecca Springs 
 
29. MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 
29.1 Electrical works at 1 School Houses  
A quotation of £430.00 had been obtained by Carter 
Geering for necessary electrical work at 1 School Houses 
and it was proposed by Cllr Belt and seconded by Cllr 
Evans that this should be authorised.  All in favour. 
 

29.2 Bridge over Nadderbrook by Brook Cottage 
A letter had been received from parishioners regarding 
this bridge and Cllr Smith will investigate to see what  
improvements could be made.  Whilst discussing this the 
water pump which is on the Nadderwater road was also 
discussed as the fencing is deteriorating.  It is not clear 
who owns this land and therefore this needs to be  
investigated. 
 

29.3 Parking at Crossways 
A parishioner has requested that the Parish Council  
investigate turning some of the Green into additional 
parking as the area is under pressure from so many cars 
in the area .  As this area is under the jurisdiction of 
Teign Housing Cllr Swain volunteered to make enquiries 
regarding this issue. 
 

29.4 Boat Naming 
Following requests for a name for the new boat  
installation at Crossway Playpark a decision has been 
reached that it should be named “HMS Whitestone” and 
arrangements will be made for the name to be painted 
on. 
 
 
 
 

29.5 Review the siting of the dog bins  
Cllr Swain has obtained some pricing for dog bins and 
discussion took place regarding where this could be 
placed, i.e. at Heath Cross (near the post box), near the 
bridge at Nadderwater and this will be investigated  
further.  It was agreed to place waste bins next to the dog 
bins too.  Highways will be approached for permission to 
site the bins and then Teignbridge will be approached 
regarding installing the dog bins and arranging emptying 
them. 
 

29.6 Review of DCC Lower Hare Farm – Judicial Review  
It was confirmed that this Review is still ongoing and Cllr 
Llewellyn reported that the DCC decision still showed 
pending and it was still unclear for Whitestone residents 
what was happening.. 
 

29.7 Vehicle Activated Speed Signs 
Cllr Evans has been investigating where the signs could 
be placed in conjunction with Cllr Galton and has two  
locations which would need approval from Devon High-
ways.  It was agreed that Cllr Evans should contact  
Devon Highways with these proposals.   
 

An offer had been received from Mr Peter Hanson  
regarding a speed gun which he has in his possession 
and would be willing to sell to the Parish Council in order 
that they could possibly make use of this.  It was,  
however, after discussion agreed that this offer should 
not be accepted and the Parish Council will thank him for 
all his efforts regarding speeding.  There is an  
organisation called Community Speed Watch that is 
linked to the Police and training is offered to parishioners 
who then can report incidents and registration numbers to 
the Police under the scheme.  The Parish Council cannot 
undertake this – it would be a community initiative. 
 

Action on Climate Change 
Thanks was expressed to Councillors Llewelyn, Fairley 
and Galton for their efforts in encouraging support for this 
action and it was agreed that this should continue through 
social networking in the hope that more parishioners 
might become involved. 
 
30.  MATTERS RAISED BY THE CHAIRMAN 
It was noted that the Annual Parish Meeting would take 
place on Thursday 29

th
 April at 7.30pm via Zoom and it 

was hoped that all Councillors would attend and reports 
would be given for progress over the past year within the 
Parish Council.  In addition Parish organisations will be 
contacted in the hope that they could provide some input 
as to what has happened within their meetings (if any). 
 

Cllr Miles reported that the planning application for 
Chants Cottage will be looked into and Mr Harris  
requested that he be informed. 
 
31.  FINANCE  
Income 
31.1   1 School Houses rent/insurance to 29

th
 April 2021 

£750.00 - £102.00 (includes £17.00 VAT) =   £648.00    
31.2  2 School Houses rent/insurance to 1

st
 May 2021  

£825.00 - £109.20 (includes £18.20 VAT) =    £715.80 
31.3 Teignbridge District Council Grant     £100.00 
 
Expenditure 
The following expenditure was proposed and seconded 
for payment.  All in favour and the cheques were signed 
by Councillors Miles and Belt and Mrs Vaughan as  
Responsible Financial Officer. 
31.4   Devon Association of Local Councils      £18.00 
(includes £3.00 VAT) (Councillor Training)  
Cheque 565 

/continued on page 15 
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Shawthorne Bungalow 
Whitestone 

Exeter EX4 2JS         Tel:  01392-811374 
 

Mary Belt 
 

Dressmaking   Curtains   Alterations   Repairs 
Zip Replacements 

 
    Louise Blades 
 

  Saddle Fitter & Stubben Specialist 
                     07764 303 659 
           www.stubben-specialist.co.uk 

 
For all your saddle and accessories requirements 

Large stock of used saddles including Stubben, GFS, 
Pessoa, Bates and Albion 

 

50% off my visit charge with this advert 
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31.5   Devon Association of Local Councils           £144.00 
(includes £24.00 VAT) (Councillor Training) Cheque 563 
31.6   Mr L Blades Cheque 564      £419.13   
31.7   W Kirkpatrick (Krystal Hosting Ltd       £47.99  
(includes £8 VAT). Renewal for Whitestone website. 
Cheque 560 
31.8   Parsons Landscapes Ltd           £6,030.00  
(includes £1,005.00 VAT) Cheque 561 
31.9   The Play Inspection Co Ltd        £81.00  
(includes 13.50 VAT) Cheque 562 
 
32.  REPORTS 
32.1   Cllr Bryant reported that the lane is subsiding on 
the Oldridge turning and was requested to give the exact 
location in order that the Clerk could write to Highways 
regarding this. 
 

32.2   Cllr Belt reported that the telephone box on the 
green has now been painted by Mr Blades, and also  
reported that the tree roots in this area are cracking the 
pavement and this should be reported to Highways for 
damage investigation. 
 

32.3   Cllr Fairley reported that, as the weather has now 
improved, mud in the playground has now subsided and 
Mr Blades has laid some of the mats but a proposal was 
made for further mats to be purchased from Mole Avon at 
a cost of £25. each.  It was reported that in view of the 
repairs necessary to the baby swings it might be better to 
replace rather than repair and Cllr Fairley will be making 
further enquiries regarding pricing. 
 

32.4   As advised by the Devon Association of Local 
Councils it  was noted that the May Parish Council  
meeting will be a physical one (socially distanced) and 
will be held in the Main Hall at the Parish Hall at 7.30pm 
on Thursday 13

th
 May 2021. 

 
The meeting closed at 10.07pm. 
 

THE PARISH OF WHITESTONE 
 

ANNUAL PARISH 
 MEETING 

 

WILL BE HELD ON ZOOM 
 

Thursday 29th April 2021 at 7:30 pm 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84668280970?
pwd=V0R1NXplcnB3eWdjWUdDeWY0c3BWdz09 

 

Meeting ID: 846 6828 0970     Passcode:  592339 

 

AGENDA 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

Minutes of 2019 Meeting which were approved and 
signed at the Parish Council meeting on 15th May 
2019 
 

Report of the Parish Council  
 

Reports from Parish organisations 
 

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
 

PUBLIC AND PRESS ARE CORDIALLY  
INVITED TO ATTEND  

THE GREEN CORNER 
 

Do you know what Zostera Marina is? No of course you 
don’t - why would you? Well it’s a tiny green seed that 
clings to the base of eelgrass growing in the sea. “So 
what?”, you might say. 
 

Well apparently it’s edible, captures carbon 35 times  
faster than a tropical rainforest, is gluten free, high in  
Omega 3 and 9 fatty acids, has 50% more protein than 
rice, and needs no fertiliser or fresh water. And the yield 
can be as much as 3.5 tons per hectare. 
 

So what’s not to like? Maybe it just needs a few inventive 
chefs - and of course a considerable scaling up of 
production. 
 
 

HEALTH CORNER 
 

Lockdown is bad for our brains. 
 

Researchers at the Max Planck Institute in Berlin put a 
number of genetically identical mice in an enriched (playful 
and interesting) environment and discovered that the mice, 
who spent more time exploring their new  environment, 
showed significantly greater neurogenesis in their  
hippocampus (a brain structure that is critical to memory 
and learning) to grow more neurons and enlarge. 
 

So being out and about in the world and having new  
experiences can be cognitively beneficial. Maybe it’s not 
surprising so many are champing at the bit to get out and 
about a bit more. 
 

 
LAWNS - HOW TO CARE? 
 

Last Autumn our Flymo mower bit the dust and I haven’t 
got round to replacing it yet as there’s no urgent need to 
mow the lawn at the moment. In the meantime I have  
acquired an excellent battery powered (German, wouldn’t 
you know!) strimmer and the thought occurred to me that I 
could adopt a new approach to the lawn like this: 
 

• Stop mowing it completely. 

• Use the strimmer to make a curved path through the 
lawn, winding its way round the fruit trees to the points 
where you step down on to it. 

• Ignore any weeds that come up - they will have flowers 
at some point and you can tell yourself they are part of 
your new wild flower meadow! 

 

And what’s the worst that can happen? You can always go 
back to the way it was before - it’s not as if you’re doing 
anything irreparable is it? Will keep you posted. 
 

Peter Hanson 
 

 
 
 
JUST FOR FUN 
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GARDENING CLUB FOR MAY 
 
This month has so much to offer; buds are bursting 
and May trees are in full flower! 
Hopefully as more of our daily lives have been spent 
in our gardens, you could be inspired to try new things 
this summer. 
 
Strawberries in Containers 
In small gardens growing space might be short, so 
why not try growing strawberries in large Terracotta 
pots or Hanging baskets or special strawberry  
containers. 

Pretty much any container is suitable providing it has 
enough space for a good volume of potting compost. 
Another positive slugs and snails are kept at bay a bit 
more! 
A good compost (John Innes) and regular feeding 
(Tomato Food - this is high in Potash) will promote 
flowers and fruiting. Watering should be frequent, 
especially for new young plants, until they are growing 
well. Cut away any runners from main plant. Once fruit 
appears, a light net might be required to keep off the 
birds. 
All Garden Centres will have a good selection of  
different varieties, check for fruiting time as some  
varieties will fruit into the Autumn. 
Good luck and Enjoy! 
 
Jobs for May 
1. Prune Lilac after flowering 
2. Hoe vegetable beds to keep weeds at bay 
3. Repot Agapanthus 
4. Take Fuchsia cuttings    
5. Direct sow annuals  
6. Dahlia's can be planted when risk of frost has 

passed 
Happy gardening ! 

Hello everyone, 
  

I hope you are all well and have had your jabs. 
The weather is certainly letting us know spring is very 
much on its way. Let`s hope we can all get out more to 
enjoy it with self-isolation coming to an end. 
 

I am seriously hoping that we will be able to meet, one 
way or another, very soon. It may be outside or,  
depending on the regulations at the time, it may be in the 
hall. At the present time, I do not know what the hall  
committee have in mind for reopening. 
  
At the time of writing, I am looking forward, like a lot of 
us, to having my hair cut. It`s getting so long that I am 
having difficulty combing it. 
 

It is with great sadness that we heard of the death of 
Prince Phillip, Duke of Edinburgh on Friday 9th April. He 
will be sorely missed by Her Majesty the Queen and all 
the family. We send our thoughts to them. 
 

Please let me know what you feel about meeting again 
so that plans can be put into action. 
 

On behalf of the team, I wish you all well and keep safe. 
 

Angela and all. 

 
 
 

Kentlands 
 

Whitestone, Exeter  EX4 2JR 
 

Saturday 15th May 
Sunday 16 May 

11am - 5pm 
 

Adults £4 Children free 

         TEAS                 DOGS                PLANTS        WHEELCHAIR  
                                WELCOME          FOR SALE          ACCESS 
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The last date for  contributions to the 
next Parish Magazine (JUNE) is 

 

Sunday 16th May 
 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

magazine@superjock.co.uk 

BOOKING THE PARISH HALL 
 

Assuming the government’s lockdown  
timetable  remains unchanged, it is planned to 

reopen the Whitestone Parish Hall on  
1st July 2021 

New bookings are now being taken. 
  

Please contact the Booking Clerk, Caroline  
Honeywill, for the latest information. 

 

Tel: 01392 811245 email: carolinehoneywill@icloud.com 

JOBS FOR THE  PARISH LINESMAN 
 

If you notice any damage to Parish property, build up 
of litter, blocked roadside ditches, or any other matter 
that would improve the environment and well-being of 
Parishioners or visitors within the Parish boundaries, 
please contact the Parish Linesman’s line manager: 
 

Cllr Mary Belt on 01392 811374 
 

who will liaise with the Parish Council and schedule 
the tasks. 

If you have any comments to make on the content, 
layout or any other matters concerning this  
magazine, please contact the Editor: 
 

Mrs Jennifer Kellagher, East Rowhorne,  
Nadderwater, Exeter  EX4 2LQ. 
Tel: 01392 273864.   
We always welcome any suggestions to improve 
the magazine. 
 

If you wish to place an advertisement, please  
contact the editor for the current rates. 
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MARY’S DAIRY DIARY 
APRIL ON THE FARM 

 

NATURE 
April is the cruellest month, the poet said. It’s full of new 
life and new beginnings.  That’s hard for the old and the 
sick, whose sap does not rise, nor their hearts leap with 
the new life. My mother died last month.  She was happy 
to go, and her last view was of the trees coming to life and 
the birds at the feeders we put outside her window.   
Alongside being an artist and mother of 6 children, she 
reintroduced cheese onto the farm, built the cheese dairy 
in the early 70’s and ran it till I came back to the farm in the 
mid 80’s.  All of our values come from my mother and  
father, and they live on in how we operate every day. 
 

This spring is so beautiful and poignant.  Sun and rain 
drive growth, every day noticeably longer than the last.  
The leaves unfurl, the blackthorn blossoms, the hedgerow 
more riotous with each successive day. The birds get busy 
with their broods, carrying food back to the nest to feed 
their insistent chicks.  The woodland floor explodes with 
wild garlic, then bluebells. We’d love your photographs for 
our Spring Photo Competition, check it out on our website 
www.quickes.co.uk . 
 

ARABLE 
On the farm, the spring barley we drilled last month emerg-
es, the leaves contrasting with the soil like shot silk.  We 
spread slurry and manure. The slurry comes from our la-
goon, diluted with rainwater. It sinks into the ground,  
nutrients feeding the plant roots to grow the leaves that 
feed the animals in that lovely perpetual motion machine. 
 

Grass grows, shyly early in the month, then gathers pace 
as the soil temperature warm up, until it outstrips the  
hungry mouths of cattle.  The pasture turns from shortage 
to plenty in nature’s magical bounty. 
 

COWS 
As the weather warms, we send the younger animals out 
to graze.  The newborn calves need milk and a little  
protection from the elements, and even they nibble the 
tender shoots, gaining the appetite for their lifetime feed.  
They explore and play, inviting games when you turn up.  
Sit down and they’ll come and sniff you.  Run and they’ll 
follow, leaping and kicking for the sheer joy of being alive. 
 

Their mothers are settling into milking fed by the delicious 
grass. They go out hungry after milking, graze for a couple 
of hours, lay down and ruminate sociably with their friends, 
get up to spread manure, catch a few more mouthfuls of 
grass, sit down again, must be time for milking, amble 
back to the parlour for a milk and a snack, out to the field 
again, have an evening meal, have a snooze, perhaps a 
midnight feast if you are peckish, a bit more sleep and  
digesting, then in for morning milking.  This gentle routine 
is broken up every 21 days by the urgent desire for a bull.  
All the spring cows have had their calf, and nature urgently 
requires them to fill the gap.  We deny them the chance 
until their bodies have had some time to recover next 
month.  The cows are frisky, flirting and practicing with 
each other. 

 

DAIRY 
Their milk is frisky, telling the story of the pastures in the 
gentle grass-fed aromas that rise from the vats of warm 
milk, and then from the cheese as we taste it.  We’ve been 
doing a little work on how the flavours of our cheese  
unfold over time, in our Flavour Mapping Project. The  
video about our Flavour Mapping Project is on our  
website.  Just as the flavour of our cheese alters from the 
heart of the cheese to under the rind, it alters over time on 
your palate.  We’ve had a lot of fun distinguishing which 
flavours come up when.  It’s a characteristic of all  
handmade foods that you get this unfolding of flavour on 
your palate.  
 
We’re indebted to the Academy of Cheese in its  
Structured Approach to Tasting for encouraging us to think 
more deeply about the flavours that arise in cheese.  If 
you want to explore more about all things cheesy, we are 
running online Academy of Cheese Level 1 courses. It’s 
the opportunity to taste and find out about 25 different 
cheeses, there are more details on our website.  The 
courses are now being studied in 49 different countries.  
Love of cheese is global! 
 

RECIPE 
I loved this recipe inspired by Delicious magazine for hot 
cross buns toasted with bacon and Quicke’s Mature  
Cheddar.  Grill bacon rashers. Grill the cut surface of 
halved hot cross buns, ideally without candied peel. Put a 
slice of Quicke’s Mature Cheddar in each bun, and grate 
more cheddar over the top, grill till the cheese is melted.  
Pop the bacon back in each bun.  Enjoy. 

Mary Quicke 

 
Church House Education Foundation  

(CHEF) 
 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING/ 
GRANT MEETING 

 

The Trustees of the CHEF will be holding 
a virtual Zoom meeting for their AGM  

 

Wednesday 12th May 2021 at 7:00 pm 
 

This is a public meeting (link below) which 
will be followed by a confidential meeting to 

consider any current grant applications.  
If you wish to submit an application for an 

educational grant please refer to the  
information under the CHEF tab on the 

Whitestone Parish Website.  
http://www.whitestone-devon.org.uk/chef.html 

 
Please note that the closing date for 

applications is 5th May 2021 
 
 
 

Join Zoom Meeting 
 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75406570820?
pwd=RHF6dk1aNEkxUG1FKytYdGVyNTRZZz09 

 

Meeting ID: 754 0657 0820  Passcode:  bgfkc8 
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Lower Hare Farm – An exciting  
alternative to watching paint dry 
In our last  two  three reports on the “progress” of the 
Lower Hare Farm application we reported that there had 
been no progress. As I write this latest report for the  
Parish Magazine (5:00pm on Friday 16

th
 April 2021) the 

DCC website still shows that, more than 19 weeks after 
the Development Management Committee’s  
controversial “approval” of the landfill, the DCC have still 
not finally approved the application. The website is still 
showing “Decision pending for application”. So, whilst the 
applicants have made no “progress” in their destruction 
of Yonder Hare Down, and DCC seem to have made no 
“progress” in enabling that destruction, the people of 
Whitestone and surrounding villages have not yet had to 
suffer the consequences of the proposed landfill.  
Of course, given this striking and continuing delay in  
issuing the consent, it is difficult not to wonder why DCC 
is so reluctant to issue the required consent to the  
applicants.  
 

As we noted in the March 2021 Parish Magazine, in  
mid-February (19th) we wrote to Cllr Jerry Brook, the 
Chair of the DMC, and to all the other members of the 
Committee drawing their attention to the fact that they 
had been presented, in the Final Report and during the 
meeting itself, with data that was inconsistent, misleading 
and irrelevant. We still haven’t had a reply from Cllr 
Brook. We have however heard from the DCC’s Chief 
Lawyer (responsible for litigation). She replied to us on 
9th March. As we noted in our last update, her reply was 
completely unsatisfactory. We have now replied, pointing 
this out, and asking her to let us know how DCC intends 
to square the circle of, on the one hand:  
 

1: having approved the Lower Hare Farm application on 
the basis of an improper argument (an immediate need 
to which Lower Hare Farm was the only solution, and 
that this justified over-ruling their own officer’s view that 
the application shouldn’t be approved) supported by  
inconsistent, misleading and irrelevant data. 
 

and on the other: 
 

2: knowing that, should they issue the consent, they will 
immediately be faced with a Judicial Review challenging 
their decision, and that they will find it very difficult to  
persuade a judge that their procedures and decision-
making were properly founded. 
 

We have still, over three weeks later, not received a reply 
to this letter, except a brief email that tells us that, “The 
Council is considering its position”. 
 

Of course, it’s admittedly quite a difficult position to  
consider. Choosing to fight a Judicial Review, at the  
expense of your Council Tax payers, and a Judicial  
Review that you are pretty sure you’re going to lose, 
doesn’t look good (I think it counts as “misuse of public 
funds”). And it’s particularly difficult with elections for the 
County Council looming on May 6

th
.  On the other hand, 

there’s that decision they thought they had made at their  
meeting on 2nd December 2020. Tricky, very tricky… 
  
As ever, and as more and more people are vaccinated 
and the lockdown lifts, I hope you all stay safe and well 

and will now be able to enjoy the approaching summer. 
Perhaps you might even want to enjoy a walk along the 
public bridleway that is Hare Lane with its views of Yonder 
Hare Down. It’s easy to see, as it’s covered in bright yellow 
rape. (At least, I think it’s rape, although of course I’m 
aware that this must be an illusion as we’ve been  
repeatedly told that Yonder Hare Down “is not capable of 
sustaining commercial agriculture”. Strange that… ) 
  
Sincerely 
Guy Fielding 
(Chair, STAWL) 

CHURCH HOUSE EDUCATIONAL  
FOUNDATION          Registered charity 269625 

The Trust was set up in the 18th century by Mr John 
Splatt, a successful candle maker in Heavitree. 

The fund is intended to provide financial assistance to 
residents of the ancient parish of Whitestone who wish 
to further their education or training for academic or  
practical purposes - funding for leisure activities are 
not eligible for consideration. There is no restriction on 
the age of applicants who may apply and applications 
are not means tested. 

All applications are assessed in confidence by the  
Trustees with reference to the provisions of the Trust 
Deed.  Successful grant applications range typically 
from £50 to £500, depending on particular  
circumstances. 

The Trustees are elected representatives from village 
organisations who meet twice a year, normally in May 
and November to consider applications. Notice in  
of the meetings is always given in the Parish  
Magazine. 

Applications need to be fully costed with  
documentary evidence and must be accompanied 
by a completed data protection form (see below).  
They should be sent to Hon Secretary Mrs Margaret 
Nierop Hillcrest Whitestone EX4 2HR or by email to: 
margaret@thenierops.co.uk to arrive no later than 5th 
May 2021. 
 

Applications are now invited for consideration for 
funding at the meeting of trustees to be held in 
May 2021.  
 
The form can be downloaded from the Whitestone  
website (www.whitestone-devon.org.uk) and selecting 
CHEF from the top menu. 

Margaret Nierop  

mailto:margaret@thenierops.co.uk
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ALEXANDERS 
 

WAYSIDE FOOD IN ABUNDANCE 
(IF YOU'RE HUNGRY!) 
 

If you ever find yourself short of some greenery for 
tonight’s meal, you could always step outside your door 
and you'll almost certainly be able to find Alexanders 

 

Alexanders are an edible wild plant that you can find 
growing from February to June. Pick the tender young 
stems and steam them for a unique flavour experience. 
They taste like a combination of asparagus, celery, 
angelica, parsley and elderflower. In early spring, 
Alexanders are the biggest and boldest plants in 
hedgerows across Britain. 
 

April and May is the perfect time to forage for Alexanders 
(Smyrnium olusatrum), a wild food which grows on cliff 
tops and in hedgerows. 
  

The beautiful, lime green plant with yellow flowers was 
introduced to the UK by the Romans, who called it the 
‘pot herb of Alexandria’, because every part of it is edible.  
 

There are many different ways of bringing out its flavour. 
Here are just a few ways to prepare this tasty wild food. 
 

Fresh stems, flowers and leaves 
To enjoy these as a fresh vegetable – similar to 
asparagus – try peeling the stems and boiling them for 
five to ten minutes, or until tender. Do the same with 
unripe flower heads, or eat them raw. 
Larger leaves can be blanched briefly, while younger 
ones can be eaten raw. 
 

Candied stems 
You can also candy stems like angelica, to use for 
decorating cakes or to eat as a sweet snack. First, boil 
the peeled stems in a pan of water and sugar (one cup of 
each) for 10 minutes. Then drain and lay them on a non-
stick parchment that has been covered with caster sugar, 
and sprinkle some more on top. When they’re dry, shake 
off the excess sugar and store in a sealed, dry container. 
 

Tempura flower heads 
Both the ripe and unripe flower heads can be dipped in 
tempura batter and deep fried until golden, Japanese 
style. 
 

Spicy seeds 
The hard black seeds appear later in the year and can be 
used as a spice, much like black pepper. 
 

Roasted roots 
Scrub, peel and slice the roots – much like you would 
with parsnips – toss them in sunflower oil, season, then 
roast at 180°C for 20 minutes or so, until tender. 
 
Remember, you mustn’t dig up plants without the 
landowner’s permission. 

Peter Hanson              .  
 

 

WHITESTONE PARISH HALL OPENING 
 

Due to the Covid19 pandemic, the Parish Hall has been 
closed now for over a year. Assuming that the  
government’s four following tests for lifting the lockdown  
requirements are met, 

• The vaccine deployment programme continues  
successfully. 

• Evidence shows vaccines are sufficiently effective in reduc-
ing hospitalisations and deaths in those  
vaccinated. 

• Infection rates do not risk a surge in hospitalisations which 
would put unsustainable pressure on the NHS. 

• Our assessment of the risks is not fundamentally changed 
by new Variants of Concern 

 
the expectation is that the Parish Hall will re-open for all 
hirers on 1

st
 July 2021. 

 
To help prevent any new outbreak of Covid19, the Hall 
Management will require all hirers to continue wiping 
down any tables or other hall equipment they have used 
and, additionally, to wipe any door handles and taps they 
have touched. Appropriate cleaning materials will be 
made available. 
 
On another topic, it has been agreed that free internet 
provision will continue to be made available to all hirers in 
the Parish Hall. To help prevent misuse, a new Hall policy 
on internet use will be supplied to all hirers in due course. 
Notices giving the actual logon details will be displayed in 
all the Hall rooms but, please note that the access  
password will be changed on a regular basis as an  
internet security measure.  

Jock Kirkpatrick 
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WHITESTONE SOCIAL CLUB 
(Secretary Bryan Durrant 01392 811328) 
 

Assuming COVID restrictions are lifted as predicted: 
 

Monday 28th June Picnic in the park (beside Parish   
     Hall). Bring your own food/drink.   
     Just a chance to chat and  
      socialise with all those you  
      haven’t seen for over a year. 
 

Monday 26th July  Treasure Hunt in Topsham. 
 
Thurs 21st October   The traditional June Music  
     Evening will now be in October!  
 

The Social Club normally meets monthly, mostly in the 
Village Hall, and is a great opportunity to meet other  
people. After the speaker there is normally a social “bring 
and share” food and drink session. Membership is £12 
per annum, but non-members are most welcome to join 
us at meetings in the hall (except for the anniversary 
meal) on an occasional basis at a cost of £3.00 per  
evening. Meetings in the hall normally start at 7:30pm.  
  
 
 
VILLAGE VOICES 
As lock down begins to ease, naturally Village Voices are 
looking forward to singing together. This will be in a much 
bigger space than we normally do! This has proved a real 
problem for professional choirs so, in advance of our first 
live rehearsal, we are working hard on Zoom and began 
two new pieces recently, A Song for Peace to the Tune 
"Finlandia" by Jean Sibelius and as a complete contrast a 
medley from the New Seekers including "The Carnival is 
over", "In a world of our own" and, from Mary Hopkin, 
"Those were the days my friend." Topical words we 
thought.  

LIz Watkins   
01392 811285 

 

      TABLE TENNIS  SHORT MAT BOWLS 
 
      CUBAN AIRWAVES         
 
         ARTS & CRAFTS MORNINGS  
 
          WHITESTONE HANDBELL RINGERS 
 
 WHITESTONE CHRISTIAN PRAYER GROUP 
 
CHURCH BELL RINGING  BENEFICE CHOIR 
 
  FLOWER ARRANGING CLASSES 
 
All the above cancelled until further notice. 
 
WHITESTONE WALKERS 

Next walk - Sunday 2nd May 2021 
It would appear that we can restart our organized group 
walks now. There will still be a restriction on car sharing 
but not on numbers attending. 
 

On Sunday 2nd May 2021, meeting at 10am at the  
railway crossing in Stoke Canon for a four mile circular 
walk. The route will be flat and maybe muddy in places. 
 

Approaching from Exeter direction, turn left into  
Chestnut Crescent opposite the Stoke Canon Inn and 
the railway crossing is directly ahead. Street parking is 
normally available in Chestnut Crescent and there is 
a small off road parking area to the left of the meeting 
point. 
 

I hope to see you there.  
Herb Piper 
 
PILATES 
The Whitestone Pilates group session has continued to 
meet on a Monday evening, though in cyberspace.  
Caroline Dodd, our fantastic instructor, has provided an 
amazing steady and reliable service, with the option for 
people to attend more than once a week if they choose.   
 

We are planning to restart in the Parish Hall as soon 
as  this becomes possible, which will not be until 2021.   
In the meantime we will continue on Zoom to keep 
strong and stretched out. 

Judy Sanford and Martin Fairley 

 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Please contact the Parish Clerk, Pat Vaughan, for the 
latest information.  (01392 411628) or view the 
Whitestone website www.whitestone-devon.org.uk 

 
WHITESTONE GARDEN CLUB 
The Garden Club is still in lock down. However we plan 
to have a garden party in August at the home of  
Anthony and Carol Galton  (for MEMBERS ONLY). 
Hopefully in September we will resume on our first  
Monday in the month meetings at the Parish Hall at 
7.30pm. New members would always be welcome 
to our first meeting. If you are new to the area, do come 
and hear and learn from our speakers on many various 
garden subjects.   
Information from Philip Nierop 0164761419 and  
Gill Oakey 01392 811585. 
 

 

All being well, the Whitestone Parish Hall will re-open on the 1st JULY. 
 

 

JUST FOR FUN 


