SEPTEMBER 2021

Price 50p
Annually £5

ST. CATHERINE, WHITESTONE
with
Pathfinder Village
and

ST. THOMAS, OLDRIDGE

Parish Magazine

Rector
Reverend Martin Wood, The Rectory, Church Lane,
Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY 01647 24119
Whitestone and Oldridge Churchwardens
Dr. Jane Richards, Quarryfield House, Whitestone EX4 2JS
(01392 811492)
Kay Norrington, Glebe House, Church Lane, Whitestone EX4 2LF
(Mobile: 07717 826711 Tel: 01392 697559)

NORTH KENN MISSION COMMUNITY
SERVICES FOR SEPTEMBER 2021
Sunday September 5th
9.30 am
10.30 am

Holcombe Burnell
Whitestone

Thursday September 9th
10.30 am

Pathfinder

Morning Prayer
Lay led
Climate Sunday Team Communion
Revd Tim Gorringe
Holy Communion

Revd Martin Wood

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Family Service
Prayer and Fellowship
Evening Prayer

Revd Tim Gorringe
Revd Martin Wo od
Revd Martin Wood

Holy Communion
Parish Communion
Family Service
Evening Prayer

Revd Tim Gorringe
Revd Martin Wood
Revd Martin Wood
Revd Martin Wood

Morning Prayer

Revd Martin Wood

Sunday September 12th
9.30 am
9.30 am
11.00 am
3.00 pm
6.00 pm

Holcombe Burnell
Whitestone
Cheriton Bishop
Pathfinder
Tedburn St Mary

Revd Martin Wood

Sunday September 19th

9.00 am
9.30 am
11.0 am
6.00 pm

Tedburn St Mary
Cheriton Bishop
Whitestone
Holcombe Burnell

Thursday September 23rd
10.30 am

Pathfinder

Sunday September 26th
8.00 am
9.30 am
11.00 am
3.00 pm
6.00 pm

Cheriton Bishop
Holy Communion
Tedburn St Mary
Parish Communion
Holcombe Burnell Family Service
Pathfinder
United Service
Whitestone
Harvest Praise
Sadly, no Harvest Supper this year

Revd Tim Gorringe
Revd Martin Wood
Revd Martin Wood
Revd Martin Wood

Church Decoration Saturday September 25th – Contributions to St Petrock’s
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FROM THE RECTOR

Living under the shadow of uncertainty
It seems almost unbelievable that COVID-19 is still very much at the forefront of our
minds. As I write today the legal restrictions have been lifted only to be replaced by
voluntary restrictions which are not legally enforceable. Opinions are divided on
whether we should be cautious and carry on wearing masks and keeping our
distance or at the other extreme we should just get on with our daily lives. I guess
many people are somewhere in between these two poles. What is still very clear,
infection numbers are still rising sharply, it is still very hard to predict the shape of
the peak. I keep looking for some sign the rapid rise is slowing and we are reaching
the plateau. Even when we reach the peak we have no idea how long we will be at
those high numbers, it could be a broad plateau rather than a sharp peak.
In my early twenty’s, I used to enjoy hillwalking. I spent several holidays in Scotland
always looking to climb new Munros. Sir Hugh Munro catalogued mountains over
3000ft in Scotland in 1891. There are an amazing 282 Munros in Scotland. Munro
bagging is climbing and recording as many of these mountains as you can and
there are many people who have climbed them all. The record is an unbelievable 39
days 9 hours and 6 minutes! Compare this to just 34 Furth (outside) Munros. There
are 6 in England, 15 in Wales and 13 in Ireland. When hillwalking you often see the
highest point and assume it is the summit. When you reach that point you realise it
is just a false summit and the really hard climb is tucked behind a plateau that was
hidden at lower levels. It can be very dispiriting when you realise there is still more
climbing to do. It feels the same looking at the infection numbers that are reaching a
peak, or is it a false summit?
Amid the gloom of the rising infections are the amazing effects of the vaccination
programme on reducing hospital admissions and ultimately deaths. The contrast to
the second wave is undeniably different. It is much better than I could ever hope for
given that there was a possibility that an effective vaccine might not be found soon
or ever. The whole experience reminds us how precarious life can be and there is
often false certainty. Yet, amid such great uncertainty, two things stand out for me.
Firstly, how amazingly people pull together to help each other and a regaining of a
sense of community. Secondly, in the story of the Christian faith, people wander
away from God and faith. They often become selfish and blinkered in their outlook.
A crisis is a reminder that they have lost their way and need to find a way back to
faith. This is a constant battle we all have to face, it is not just a tick in a box never
to be thought about again.
Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY
01647 24119 (Tuesday to Sunday) revwood163@gmail.com

FROM THE REGISTERS
Victor Tolley, formally of Whitestone, died on 16th April 2020. Burial of Ashes took place on 6th August 2021.
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ALUMINIUM - DOMESTIC - PVC WINDOWS
DOORS - CONSERVATORIES - SHOP FRONTS
CURTAIN WALLING

Unit 7
GD Units
Cofton Road
Marsh Barton
Exeter
EX2 8QW

Tel: 01392 829800
Fax: 01392 829808

Email: info@westcoastwindows.co.uk
Web: www.westcoastwindows.co.uk
Contact: Nigel Gribble or Mike Melluish

Raising Standards, Installing Trust

If you would like a last resting place in
beautiful countryside overlooking
Dartmoor.
Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie
or Martin Chatfield
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk
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DIAMOND WEDDING ANNIVERSARY

Dick and Pam Jordan
Wishing this couple a wonderful 60 years
together on 4th August.
Congratulations
With love from your Family & Friends

DEVON HISTORIC CHURCHES
Devon Historic Churches are having their annual
fund-raising event this year on Saturday,
11th September 2021.
This wonderful charity is dedicated to saving Devon’s
beautiful churches, many of which have seen their
income levels substantially reduced this year.
There is no set format for fund-raising events but
- a sponsored walk or bike ride
(see the poster opposite)
- a cream tea/ coffee morning for family/friends
- a sponsored litter pick /street tidy
are examples of what you can do (they do not
necessarily have to be on the 11th September).
St Catherine’s Church will be supporting the event
with a Quiz ,covering Church and Churchyard
information on Saturday, 11th September, with a
modest entry fee and a prize for the best answers.
Quiz sheets will be available from 11.00 am in the
Church porch.
If the weather is reasonable (i.e. not raining), tea and
cake will be available from 3 pm for quiz entrants and
passing visitors .Soft drinks will be available in the
Church porch from 11am. Please contact Martin
Fairley ( 01392 811977 or 07501966326) for further
information or to discuss a possible event.
Let’s hope the weather is kind and we can help to
save a lovely Devon Church!
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WE HAVE MOVED

ELECTRIC BUSES?

Sorry that we did not get to say 'Goodbye' to all our lovely
friends and neighbours before moving.
We have loved living in Whitestone and have especially
appreciated the fantastic community spirit there.

To Phil Bialyk, leader of ECC and Ben Bradshaw MP

We will be back to visit!
Thanks for everything and warmest wishes

Dear Phil and Ben,
The climate emergency is such an important matter I
wondered if you could give this idea your consideration?
In essence it's a way of getting people out of their cars
and onto buses which would be electrically powered.

Tony, Claire and Seren Williams 1. Bus travel within the Exeter area would be free, paid for
by a supplement on the rates for all Exeter ratepayers and
topped up as necessary from Government funds.
NICK THOM AND TEAM
The number of cars entering Exeter would reduce hugely
Rather than go abroad , The Old Forge team is going to
because why would one want to drive in with the attendant
holiday in Devon by walking right across it,
fuel and parking charges when you could almost as easily
following the two moors way path, coast to coast.
catch the bus at no cost whatsoever?
We live in such a beautiful part of the World and, at times,
2.Buses would be either electrically or hydrogen powered
I realise there would be a huge amount of detailed thought
and planning to be carried out if this idea were to be taken
up but could you please comment on whether you think it
has "legs"?
Many thanks and best wishes,
Peter Hanson
The Beacon,
Whitestone
EX42JJ

REPLY FROM BEN BRADSHAW
Dear Peter,
Thank you for writing to me about the possibility of electric
public transport.
take it for granted so we thought let's explore our back
yard and raise some funds at the same time.
The trail is 117 miles long, crossing Exmoor, Dartmoor
and the rural heartland of Devon. We will start with a
swim in the sea at Lynmouth and end it with a dip in the
Channel at Wembury beach.
Tabby will be raising money for Young Devon, a fantastic
charity that is close to her heart and one that has helped
her through some very difficult times. Any money raised
will be split with the church of St Catherine at Whitestone
which desperately needs a new roof to protect this
beautiful building and local landmark.
A just giving page has been set up or you can donate
directly to Tabby at the Old Forge. With cash or Cheque,
payable to Miss T. Thom.

Free, electric public transport as you described it has
actually been trialled before in the UK. In late 2020,
Labour run Slough Borough Council trialled a free electric
bus service in the area. Indeed, this year a similar trial
took place in Reading.
In July, Shadow Transport Minister, Kerry McCarthy MP
spoke positively about electric buses making a real impact
in increasing the uptake of green travel and reducing
emissions. To read what Kerry said in the debate on the
Transport Decarbonisation Plan, click the link here:
https://hansard.parliament.uk/Commons/2021-06-16/
debates/EDDF6913-0F44-43A4-A87B-CA58136D7904/
TransportDecarbonisationPlan?highlight=electric%
20buses#contribution-32674D67-1665-42BF-8021A1CF0F3852C0

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/twomoorswaytabby

I completely agree that schemes to introduce electric
You can follow progress on instagram @nickth0m and we public transport should go forward wherever possible. I
will send in pictures for next month's issue, unless we get currently make use of the excellent CoCars which provide
rental of electric cars around Exeter. I recently spoke
lost on the Moors!!!!
Nick Thom about them during the Commons Transport Committee’s
inquiry into zero emissions cars which you can see here:

CHURCH WORKING PARTY 14 August 2021

www.twitter.com/BenPBradshaw/
status/1387760706410491906
I will continue to follow with interest the possibility of free,
electric public transport, which is in the interest of
everyone, as a method for clean subsidised travel.
I hope this is helpful, but if you have any further concerns
or queries then please do not hesitate to get back in
touch.
With very best wishes,
Ben Bradshaw MP
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Shawthorne Bungalow
Whitestone
Exeter EX4 2JS

Stephen Heathcote
Property Surveying

Pound Farm
Whitestone
Exeter EX4 2HP
shpsurveying@btinternet.com
www.shpsurveying.co.uk
07711 047372
Your Local

Building Surveys
Defect & Repair Advice
Expert witness
Architectural design
Contract Administration
Party Wall
Dilapidations

Mary Belt
Dressmaking Curtains Alterations Repairs
Zip Replacements

Chartered Building Surveyor &
Architectural Designer

Louise Blades

GARETH J CLATWORTHY

Saddle Fitter & Stubben Specialist
07764 303 659
www.stubben-specialist.co.uk

Interior & Exterior Quality Decorating
Tel: (01392) 811819
07925 054796
gj.clatworthy@gmail.com

Tel: 01392-811374

For all your saddle and accessories requirements
Large stock of used saddles including Stubben, GFS,
Pessoa, Bates and Albion

‘LOWER HURSTON’
Tedburn Road
Whitestone
Devon
EX4 2HF

50% off my visit charge with this advert

RM House &
Commercial Clearance
including

Houses, Workshops, Garages & Gardens
Any size job

Call/txt 07578 869 650
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NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME
OPEN FOR CHARITY
KENTLANDS

Whitestone Garden Club SEPTEMBER
The light is softening and hopefully the blissful last
few days of summer sunshine, will glide us elegantly
towards Autumn.
Late summer is an ideal time to clip hedges after
they’ve become shaggy and unkept looking. Birds will
have fledged, so a good crisp outline is an important
feature for the winter garden!

SEPTEMBER 12th
11am to 4pm
Refreshments available
Entrance £4.00

CONIFEROUS HEDGES- Hand shears/electric
trimmers/ideal for a smooth finish.
BOX HEDGES- Sharp shears/best done end of May/
early June, with a final prune early September.
Sides first top last.
FLOWERING HEDGES - always more informal,
fuzzier outline. Trim lightly in Autumn to allow a
pretty display of blossom in Spring.
JOBS AROUND THE GARDEN
1. Store apples/pears in a cool dark place.
2. Keep dead heading Dahlias to prolong flowering.
3. Cut strawberry foliage right back.
4. Keep tidying flower beds.
5. Plant crocus or other bulbs in grassy areas to
naturalise.
6. Check lawns, dig out weeds scarify and Autumn
feed.
Whitestone Gardening Club

FLOWER ARRANGING CLASSES
Would you like to learn the basics of flower arranging ??
Parish Hall 2-4pm 21st September
Until I know how many will attend, more details will be
available later.
Please phone Gill 811585 or email: gilloakey@gmail.com
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HOMEWORKS
Carpentry
General maintenance and
Refurbishment
Dealing with all types of maintenance
Painting and Decorating

H E N R Y J. N E T H E R W A Y
Carpenter & Joinery Manufacturer
Pitt Farm, Churchtown, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2LG

07710 434760 (mobile)

01392 811829 (tel/ans)

Mitchell Funeral Services
Your local Funeral Directors
In your time of need we'll take care of all the funeral
arrangements. Call us 24 hours a day.

We also supply Funeral Pre-Payment Plans

King William Street, Exeter EX4 6PD
Tel: 01392 272682
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PARISH HALL FREE LIBRARY
The parish hall library (on the right after you enter the
parish hall) is ready for business. Same as before come in browse any time the hall is open and borrow any
books you want. No need to sign anything out or even
return the book.
We have had plenty of donations of new books. All of
these have an orange dot on the binder if you want to
identify them. Many of the older books have been cleared
out and passed on to the Castle Drogo bookshop to
make space.
Thanks to all those who have donated. We even have a
children's shelf now.
Feel free to continue to drop your donations off but
please no cook books as no one ever borrows them.
Happy reading. Any questions or comments do get in
touch
Judy Sanford 01392 811584

Well hello everyone,
I`m sorry I missed you last month but I was admitted to
the RD&E for, what turned out to be, a two week stay. I
must say I was very well looked after and came home so
much better.
As I am writing this, I have a gentleman replacing my
windows with the same window design. One window is a
different style (spot the difference). Well enough about
me - how are all of you? I am keeping my fingers
crossed that we may be able to meet very soon though
some of you may still be nervous. I can assure you every
precaution will be taken to keep all of us safe. I know I
have been saying "soon" for a long time, but all good
things are worth waiting for. In next months write-up I will
be giving details of us meeting, either in the hall or for a
meal. So watch this space if you would like to come.
All the best to you from Angela and the team.

NEW SPEED SIGNS
COVID19

Dear Whitestone residents,
I’m sure many of you will have noticed the two new VAS
(vehicle activated speed) signs that ‘went live’ in
mid-August. The Parish Council is only too aware that
action on speeding is regarded as a high priority by
numerous residents.
It has taken many
months of planning,
communicating with
Devon Highways,
finding a suitable
company to buy the
signs from, and
deliberation on the
Parish Council as to
how many we could
afford and where they
should go. They are
not cheap, and it was
felt that we could only
spend money on two
signs (although a third pole has been put up so we can
move one of the signs to try a different location). There
are strict regulations regarding the siting of these signs,
which limits the places they can be put.
As well as encouraging motorists to slow down to within
the speed limit, the devices also capture data, so we
have details of when most speeding happens and what
the range of speeds is. No vehicles will be identified by
this information.
We all know that the route is used by non-locals as a
rat-run to avoid the A30, and these are the motorists
most likely to speed. The data gathered will be
invaluable to prove to Highways that our traffic reports
are far from fictional and additional measures can be
introduced later.
The Council would like to thank Laurence Blades for
helping to install the poles, and for tree pruning to
improve visibility.
Whitestone Parish Council

Devon's claim to date that case rates in the county are
below the England national average is no longer possible.
The latest data shows that Devon's weekly case rate
average is now above the national average for the first
time since the beginning of the pandemic.
And Exeter's case rate in particular is among the
country's highest. Cases are predominantly in children
and younger adults, with the highest case rates in those
aged 16 to 24 year .
Self-isolation rules are now relaxed
• From Monday (16 August), people who are double
jabbed or aged under 18 are no longer legally
required to self-isolate if they are identified as a close
contact of a positive COVID-19 case.
• Instead of self-isolating, they are advised to get a free
PCR test, which can be ordered online, by calling 119
or by going to a test site.
• Close contacts of positive cases are being asked to
take other precautions such as wearing a face
covering in enclosed spaces and limiting contact with
others, especially with those who are clinically
extremely vulnerable.
• Anyone who tests positive following the PCR test will
still be legally required to self-isolate, irrespective of
their vaccination status.

TEIGNBRIDGE CONSULTATION

There’s been a good response to the sites option
consultation. Thanks to everyone who responded to the
Local Plan sites options consultation which had been
running for the past two months. When it closed,
Teignbridge had received more than 4,000 responses!
They are grateful to everyone who took the time to
comment, giving their views and using their local
knowledge to provide additional information.
Once Teignbridge has looked at all the feedback received
they will bring the site options and the outcome of last
year's part one consultation on planning policies together,
and people will have another opportunity to comment
before the plan is finalised.
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Sally White
Visiting Foot Health Practitioner
Professional help for all your foot
care needs
S.A.C. Dip, FHPP, FHPT
Tel: 07503199473
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REMINDER
WHITESTONE CLIMATE ACTION
GROUP:
LATE SUMMER EVENT
SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 4TH
in WHITESTONE PARISH HALL
2.00 - 4.00 pm
TEA AND CAKE PROVIDED!
ALL WELCOME!
This will be an exciting event held for
all Whitestone residents, to share
knowledge and ideas about how we
can all start to combat the serious
threat of climate change, and also how
to save money on many of our energy
bills. The free event will be held in the
Parish Hall between 2.00 and 4.00pm
on Saturday September 4th, and
everyone is most welcome to attend.
Free tea and cake will be provided!
We are also delighted to announce
that we will be joined by ECOE, a
local energy group which supports
sustainable home energy, and is
fairly unique in Devon for giving
free advice
https://www.ecoe.org.uk/healthyhomes-wellbeing

•
•
•
•

Our Whitestone event will include:
• An exhibition loaned by members
of Action for Climate, Teignbridge
about what is happening to the
climate, and ideas about how to limit
harm
• A quiz for young people and their
families about food, and how we can
minimise waste and harm to our
environment
• The opportunity to join in with a
series of small and very informal
discussion groups led by local
residents on topics of local interest, like how to garden to encourage a healthy environment; options
for using greener energy such as solar panels, and how to reduce waste
Up-to-date advice about ways to save energy in your home
A mini-think-tank about how to encourage positive action about climate change
Free tea and biscuits and cake!
Free tree seedlings for people to take away and plant in their gardens in order to help to green up our
environment, and an opportunity to sign up for free saplings which will become available in November

We are looking forward to seeing you there!
If you can help us at the event, or are interested in what members of the Whitestone Climate Action Group are
trying to do, please contact one of us:
Cllr. Susan Llewelyn
susan.llewelyn@hmc.ox.ac.uk
Cllr. Carol Galton
cgalton@gmail.com
Cllr. Linda Fairley
lindafairley@rocketmail.com
Lucy Rockliffe
lucyrockliffe@gmail.com
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Family business,
established 25 years
House clearance service
Removal service
Scrap metal collection
including
washing machines,
cookers, etc.
Free quotations
Fully insured
**NEW ** Steam cleaning service for
gardens, patios, car engines as well as
industrial items including lorries
Phone Tim on 01392 427415 or 07887694873

Aerials & Satellite
City & Guilds

NVQ

01363 777190 07841 644395
kev@kevinosborneaerials.co.uk
Aerial Upgrades ** All aspects of Installation and Repair
** Existing Aerial & Satellite Problems Resolved **
Discrete Installation ** DAB Radio Aerial ** Extra TV Points
Free Advice ** Free Quotation Service ** Free Signal Check
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THE GREEN CORNER
WHITESTONE PLAYERS

AGM
Wednesday 15th September 2021
Billiard Room of the Parish Hall
Please do come and join us for the AGM and
a discussion regarding the next panto.
Everyone who has an interest in or wants to be
involved in any way with the production
is welcome to come and share your thoughts
with us.
We always need more help in all the areas
involved in staging a pantomime whether
it’s on or off stage.
If you have any questions, please contact
Laurence on 07885 056357

Methane (again!)
Scientist on the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change are saying that the world is now very close to
irreversible change. They say that one of the crucial points
of action by policy makers is to control methane emissions.
This is because the warming potential of methane is 80
times greater than CO2 – although it has a shorter life span
of about 10 years before it degrades into CO2.
Durwood Zaelka, president of the Institute for Governance
and Sustainable Development and a lead reviewer for the
IPCC, said that methane reductions were probably the
only way of staving off temperature rises of 1.5°C above
pre-industrial levels beyond which extreme weather will
increase and “tipping points” could be reached. Last year
methane emissions - from the main sources of animal
farming and leakage from poorly managed Russian oil and
gas wells - rose by a record amount.
The Gulf Stream, - scary or what?
Climate scientists have apparently detected warning signs
of the collapse of the Gulf Stream. Their research detected
an almost complete loss of stability over the last century.
They say the stream is at it’s slowest point in at least 1,600
years but the new analysis shows it maybe nearing a
shutdown. This would have catastrophic consequences
around the world, severely disrupting the monsoons that
millions rely on for food in India, South America and West
Africa. It would also endanger the Amazon rainforest and
Antarctic ice sheets. They say it could happen in a decade
of two.
Peter Hanson

JUST FOR FUN
Computers and Passwords
I was in a couple’s home trying to fix their Internet
connection. The husband called out to his wife in the other
room for the computer password.

THE HEALTH CORNER
(letter from the Guardian, 12 August 2021)
“Anyone worried about shrinking with age
(Women's height loss in middle age linked to
greater risk of death, 10 August), should
seriously consider taking up church
bellringing. The upward stretch on the spine is
extremely pleasant and counteracts the effects
of age and gravity. I grew 1cm in my early days
of ringing. Besides which, it ticks all the boxes
for health and wellbeing. Bellringers live longer.”
Mary Jones St Ives, Cornwall

“Start with a capital S, then 123,” she shouted back.
We tried S123 several times, but it didn’t work.
So we called the wife in. As she input the password, she
muttered, “I really don’t know what’s so difficult about
typing Start123.”
My father told me that his password is
"MickeyMinnieGoofyDonaldPlutoHueyLouieDeweyDublin"
Because he was told his password should contain at least
8 characters and one capital.
Someone worked out my password.
Now I have to rename my dog.
Set your wi-fi password to 2444666668888888
So when someone asks, tell them it's 12345678
(It took me a few minutes to work this one out.
Then the penny dropped.
One two
2
Three fours 444
Five sixes 66666
Seven eights 8888888)

If you have any comments to make on the content,
layout or any other matters concerning this
magazine, please contact the Editor:
Mrs Jennifer Kellagher, East Rowhorne,
Nadderwater, Exeter EX4 2LQ.
Tel: 01392 273864.
We always welcome any suggestions to improve the
magazine.
If you wish to place an advertisement, please
contact the editor for the current rates.
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BOOKING THE PARISH HALL
The Whitestone Parish Hall is now open
for bookings.
Contact the Booking Clerk, Caroline
Honeywill, for the latest information.
Tel: 01392 811245 email: carolinehoneywill@icloud.com

JOBS FOR THE PARISH LINESMAN
If you notice any damage to Parish property, build up
of litter, blocked roadside ditches, or any other matter
that would improve the environment and well-being of
Parishioners or visitors within the Parish boundaries,
please contact the Parish Linesman’s line manager:
Cllr Mary Belt on 01392 811374
who will liaise with the Parish Council and schedule
the tasks.
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MARY’S DAIRY DIARY
AUGUST ON THE FARM

N AT U R E
We watched the swifts scything above the river, flying so
fast. They feed on the insects drawn to the water and the
wild areas on the edge of the field. Grass seed heads nod
in the wind. Dragonflies and damsel flies fly crisply, their
brief beauty the mating peak and end of their lives. Sit
down, and shield bugs and grasshoppers come and
investigate. Clover in the fields scents the air. The teasels,
signs of old wool working homes, flower their strange
architectural shape. It is our job as farmers to ask the
natural world to give us food. That involves preferring
some species over others. And it is so important we give
room to the unpreferred bits of the natural world. It’s
beautiful, infinitely diverse, and provides all those complex
webs of life that we are part of and make this extraordinary
planet our home. The specialist cheesemakers all went to
our annual farm walk, this time in West Wales on the farm
of the deep thinker Patrick Holden, as we grappled with
how best we steward our precious land to produce
delicious food and healthy ecosystems.

D AI R Y
We spend a fortnight cleaning and titivating our cheese
dairy in August, getting to the parts we can’t normally get
to and making sure everything is working for the year
ahead. We start making again in mid August, team and
dairy refreshed. We select the cheese to enter for the
World Cheese Awards in November in Oviedo in Spain.
When we grade our cheese at 3 months and 12 months,
we make notes on the flavours we find as well as make
qualities. Special cheeses we mark as ‘Show’. We then
have the pleasure of going through this best of the best to
send off and try their fortune against the finest cheeses in
the world.
RECIPE
August is National Goats Cheese month: our goats
cheese is beautifully balanced, with gentle goat, buttery
and almondy. I love it with the little beetroots you get at
this time of year. To make a more substantial dish, I like
the earthiness of puy lentils, with some fresh herbs
chopped up and a good oil stirred in while lentils and
beetroot are still warm. I’ve been enjoying some pumpkin
seed oil. Boil lentils and beetroot separately. You can add
washed chopped beetroot leaves to the lentils 5-10
minutes before the end of cooking to give a little
succulence. Mix oil and chopped herbs in, I like to use
parsley and marjoram. Season. Shave a good quantity of
our Goat's Milk Cheese over the top. Drizzle a little more
oil on the cheese. Enjoy with a green salad.
Mary Quicke

The last date for contributions to the
next Parish Magazine (OCTOBER) is

AR A B L E
The wheat comes to harvest. The fields change colour so
fast, from blue green leaf to pale green flowers, and now
ripen to straw. Should we have catchy weather through
August the fields darken as the ears age. A clanking
combine cuts, threshes and separates grain and straw,
work formerly done by whole communities anxiously
checking the sky for rain clouds. Now it’s just us, and the
combine travels around the area. We still anxiously check
for rain clouds: the machines work no better than people in
the wet, straw becoming uncuttable, grain unthreshable.
Spring barley comes later, a bare five months from sowing,
against wheat’s ten months. It’s lovely to see the poppies
in the field: we share the field with some and not too many
other species.

Thursday 16th September
EMAIL ADDRESS
magazine@superjock.co.uk

ARTS AND CRAFTS MORNINGS
AUTUMN TERM 2021
Arts and Craft sessions will resume in the Billiard
Room (Meeting Room 2) on September 16th 2021.
Are you trying to finish a painting, some sewing,
knitting or anything else? Come along to Whitestone
Parish Hall Billiard Room and give yourself time to
finish off your project.

COWS
Age groups of heifers take up residence in a large field and
cycle round, grazing one paddock at a time, and letting it
rest till the grass is long and leafy. That way each mouthful
counts, and is nutritious. The longer grass supports more
insects: moths fly up as you walk through. The animals are
curious when you show up, not just to see if you have any
food, and also ‘who’s here? And will you play?’ As you
walk away, you can feel reproachful gazes when you
provide them only momentary interest. There’s always
some good grazing to get on with.

Enjoy tea/coffee and a chat while you work on your
project or try a new skill.
TIME: 9.30 TO MIDDAY
COST: £2 PER SESSION
Mask wearing will not be compulsory but will be left
to personal choice.

Honey bees enjoy the clover flowers, as do the cows. I
always feel the milk takes on that fresh aroma, with faint
echoes in the cheese. Cows like leafy grass for milk. The
autumn calving cows are all on their holiday from milking,
growing their calves. We keep longer, more stalky grass
for them to chew on: calving is easier if you aren’t too fat.
We keep some grass longer, which gives wild flowers a
chance to grow, giving interest to the cows as they rest
and chat in a late pregnancy dream.

Forthcoming Dates for Arts and Crafts:
Sept. 16th
October 14th
Nov.11th
Dec.9th
For further information contact Marian Durrant 01392
811328 or Nikki Phillips 07763 879897
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

ACE
Established since 1981
Fully Insured
Any amount large or small Domestic & Commercial
Prompt Reliable Service Available 7 days a week
Free Quotations - Competitive Prices

Tel: 01392 430988
Highfield, Rowhorne Road
Nadderwater, Exeter, EX4 2JE
mail: acescaffolding@yahoo.co. uk

Sat

4 September

Climate Action Event
Parish Hall 2.00 - 4.00pm

Sun

5 September

Whitestone Walkers
Meet at Parish Hall Car Park 10.00am

Thu

9 September

Parish Council
Main Hall 7.30 - 10.00 pm

Sat

11 September

Devon Historic Churches Day

Sun

12 September

National Open Gardens - Kentlands
11.00am - 4.00pm

Wed

15 September

Whitestone Players AGM
Billiard Room 7.30 - 9.30pm

Thu

16 September

Arts & Crafts Morning
Billiard Room
9.30 am - midday

Fri

17 September

Cuban Airwaves
Parish Hall 7.30 - 9.30pm

Mon

20 September

Garden Club
Main Hall 7.45 - 9.45pm

Tue

21 September

Flower Arranging
Parish Hall 2.00 - 4.00pm

Mon

27 September

Social Club
Parish Hall 7.30 - 10.00pm

WEEKLY EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER 2021
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Day

Dates

Event

Mon

6th, 13th, 20th & 27th

Tues

14th, 21st & 28th

Baby & Toddler
Parish Hall
9.30 to midday

Tues

7th, 14th, 21st & 28th

Short Mat Bowls
Parish Hall
7.30 to 9.30pm

Wed

1st, 8th,15th, 22nd & 29th

Short Mat Bowls Parish Hall
10.00am to midday

Thu

2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th

Pilates - Whitestone
Parish Hall
10.00 to 11.00am

Pilates - Whitestone
Parish Hall
6.15 to 7.15pm

Thu

16th, 23rd* & 30th*

Village Voices
Parish Hall
7.30 - 9.30pm
*8.00 - 10.00pm

Fri

3rd, 10th & 24th

Short Mat Bowls
Parish Hall
7.30 to 9.30pm

Sat

18th & 25th

Fusion Dance
Parish Hall
9.00 to midday

Whitestone Parish Council
Message from the Chair
Firstly – “To pee or not to pee – that is the question”
The Parish Council are facing a dilemma regarding the
Parish Hall outside toilet which provides a facility for
users of the playpark and other outside hall events.
The responsibility for the outside toilet has always been
with the Parish Hall Committee but due to the repeated
abuse experienced and the costs involved the Parish Hall
committee have requested that the Parish Council take
over the responsibility and costs.
We require some creative ideas from all users of ways in
which to keep the toilet facility open and minimise costs
and risk of abuse. This facility is currently open to all and
freely available and it may well be outsiders using the
playpark that are being inconsiderate in its use, however
the result is the same we have to decide its fate and/or
the most effective cost-effective ways of maintenance.
Have you used facilities elsewhere that offered innovative
methods of locking/unlocking the door, providing effective
hand drying and reducing water wastage. Please email
your ideas or location of a great facility to:
parishcouncilwhitestone@gmail.com
Secondly – Landfill at Lower Hare Farm
As you know, we have been exploring the feasibility of
seeking a Judicial Review to challenge the Devon County
Council’s decision on 2nd December 2020 to grant
conditional planning approval for the construction of a
waste disposal landfill facility at Lower Hare Farm,
Whitestone, EX4 2HW. In the last six weeks, following
the DCC’s issuing of consents on the 30th June 2021 we
have had extensive discussions with our solicitors
regarding a possible Judicial Review. Meanwhile, we
have also explored other ways that we can challenge and
prevent this scheme from going ahead. The aim has
been to find the best possible way forward that not only
minimises the risk and protects the Parish Council,
minimises further demands on the Parish Council
resources and, most importantly, offers the greatest
chance of a successful outcome, which is to prevent any
possible landfill operations at Lower Hare Farm. In
conjunction with our solicitors, and on the basis of the
advice they have given us regarding the nature of our
case regarding the DCC’s decision, we have therefore
concluded that proceeding with the Judicial Review
would not be the best way to proceed. Instead, to give us
more control it is recommended that the efforts of the
Parish Council, and indeed of everyone who opposes this
scheme, will best be directed to opposing any application
that may be made to the Environment Agency for the
granting of an Operator’s Licence for the landfill
operations. Unless and until this licence is granted a
landfill cannot legally operate at Lower Hare Farm
irrespective of whether or not planning permission has
been granted. There are sound reasons to refuse an
application for an Operator’s Licence, should one be
submitted to the Environmental Agency. We still believe
that DCC should be held accountable for the countless
procedural anomalies that have occurred in their handling
of the planning application, and we are actively exploring
how this can be pursued.
Thirdly – Remember to comment on the Redhills Housing
Development and have your say.
Look after yourselves and stay safe,
Councillor Tanya Miles
Chair of Whitestone Parish Council
Cllr.tanya.miles@btinternet.com

BOOK CLUB
Our first meeting was on July 19, and we had an
enjoyable and productive afternoon reviewing our first
shared book since the beginning of lock down - Sarah
Winman's critically acclaimed debut novel, “When God
was a Rabbit”. Spanning four decades, world events,
Essex, the wild coast of Cornwall and New York, this is a
story about childhood, eccentricity, the darker side of love
and relationships, family ties, loss and friendship in all its
forms. Most members agreed it was an "easy read",
portrayed a strong sense of place, but that the characters
were not developed enough. The author's use of world
events and unhappy incidents used to create the plot at
times felt unauthentic and confusing. Mixed feedback not one of our favourite reads !
At our second meeting on August 9th, this time in the
Parish Hall, we reviewed the novel “Keeping the World
Away” by Margaret Forster. Lost, found, stolen, strayed,
sold, fought over... This is an engrossing, beautifully
written novel following the fictional adventures, over a
hundred years, of an early 20th-century painting and the
women whose lives it touches.
It opens with bold, passionate Gwen, struggling to be an
artist, who persuaded her father to pay for her training
at the Slade (1895) and then, further defying custom,
travelled to Paris, where she met and modelled
for Rodin before becoming his lover, and then painting a
small intimate picture of a quiet corner in her attic room.
Her passion for the older, and superior, artist is cruelly, if
predictably, rebuffed. Forster describes how the intensity
of this relationship turns inward and reflects itself in this
painting which has come to demonstrate her lover's
controlling influence and her own relationship with
control.
The title is taken from Gwen John's (Augustus John's
sister) own notebooks and confirms her reclusive
and introverted nature:
"Rules to Keep the World away: Do not listen to people
(more than is necessary); do not look at people (ditto);
have as little intercourse with people as possible ..."
In a sense, this is every artist's dilemma - how to find a
place from which to create, safe from outside barriers or
interruptions. The painting is given to a friend as a gift,
and we guess, as she packs it carefully into her trunk,
that, like its creator, its security is already compromised.
And yet, of course, it isn't - the artist lives on in his or her
work, and the theme of melancholy resurfaces in the lives
of a number of women, acting as a catalyst in their
stories. Forster writes very convincingly about women's
friendships and lives and about what it means and costs
to be both a woman and an artist, and we agreed it was
an unusual look at a beautiful painting and its imagined
afterlife.
The majority of our members loved this novel. Comments
included - atmospheric, great use of mixing fact and
fiction ,compelling, use of coincidences that didn't make
the plot feel contrived. It has a strong sense of place, London, Tenby and Paris and well written characters, and
describes how one painting can mean so many different
things to each one of us. Our discussion was lively, and
included the sharing of related books about Gwen John thank you Edith!
We look forward to talking about our next book, “The High
Mountains of Portugal” when we meet on September
13th.
Jane Rose
01647 270109
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As you will already have read in Tanya Miles’ piece in this
edition of the Whitestone Parish Magazine, the Parish
Council, having very carefully considered the pros and
cons of pursuing a Judicial Review of DCC’s (Devon
County Council’s) decision to give conditional planning
permission to a landfill at Lower Hare Farm, have decided
not to proceed. For many of us this will be a very
disappointing decision, not because we disagree but simply
because a Judicial Review seemed such an obvious way to
defeat this dreadful scheme.

there were aspects of our case that I was able to give the
lawyers information about. I think it says a great deal about
the Alice-in Wonderland world of developers, planners,
and some politicians, as well as of the legal and legislative
world that they inhabit, that issues which I felt were as
simple and straight forward as 2 plus 2 equalling 4 turn out
not to be so. When looked at by lawyers considering
whether or not they constituted cast iron arguments that a
judge would accept as the basis for overturning a planning
decision, two plus two can apparently equal more or less
anything a planner wants it to.

It is worth considering in a bit more detail the ins and outs
of this decision. It is pretty clear that when the DCC’s
Development Management Committee voted to approve
the landfill this was, and still is, opposed by the
overwhelming majority of people who live in this and the
surrounding parishes. It is also clear that the arguments put
forward by DCC’s planners in support of the application
were deeply flawed and only succeeded on the basis of
Jerry Brook’s casting vote (as Chairman he had two votes).
It is also clear that the whole conduct of the application
from start to finish was deeply suspect, from the initial
failure to hold the required public consultation to the final
last minute discovery that some 250,000 tonnes of
previously unnoticed waste had suddenly turned up to
“prove” that Exeter was running out of waste disposal
capacity.

The obvious example in the case of the Lower Hare Down
application is the data provided by the DCC about the
remaining capacity at the three waste disposal sites in the
Exeter area. In its Final Report to the DMC (Development
Management Committee), and in its presentation to their
meeting on Dec 2nd 2020, the DCC presented data that
gave the remaining capacity of the three sites for 2017,
2018 and 2019. They also gave data for the amount of
material that was dumped at the sites during each of those
years. Now my sense of reality says that, within a
reasonable tolerance, the remaining capacity at the end of
each year should be equal to the capacity at the beginning
of the year minus the amount of material that was dumped
in that year. Apparently this pretty basic law of physics
does not apply at the waste disposal sites in the Exeter
Area. The two sets of figures simply do not match up. And
Nonetheless, the Parish Council, acting as representatives not by small amounts, but by differences of 100% - 300%.
of all of the precept payers of the parish as well as acting in But according to the DCC this is not a problem. In their
the best interests of everyone in the parish, had to be pretty view, simple arithmetic calculations of the kind that you
and I would agree upon are seen as “not appropriate” in
confident that if they pursued a Judicial Review then their
this context. And it was not possible for the Parish
case had a very good chance of succeeding. To test this
Council’s lawyers to be sure that a judge would not agree
proposition, they employed a well-known firm of solicitors
with this bizarre logic.
who specialise in such cases, for instance on behalf of
groups such as the CPRE (Campaign to Protect Rural
However, the choice of whether or not to proceed with a
England), who in turn engaged an experienced and
Judicial Review is not the only option that the Parish
respected barrister to consider and to advise them on how
Council, and that we as objectors, have available. In order
to proceed. After extensive, and intensive consideration of
for Lower Hare Farm to be used as a waste disposal site, a
the case the lawyers felt unable to advise the Council to
licence to operate has to be obtained not from the DCC but
proceed: in their opinion it wasn’t absolutely clear that
from the EA (Environment Agency). And, in
Whitestone would succeed.
controversial cases, the EA are obliged to conduct a Public
Consultation regarding the granting of an Operator’s
The Parish Council, as representatives of the parish, and
Licence. Lower Hare Farm must certainly count as a
as the people responsible for the financial affairs of the
“controversial case”. To date no licence has as yet been
Parish, could not then proceed with a legal action that
applied for and you can be assured that as soon as it is, if
might have cost a lot of money in terms of their legal fees,
it ever is, everyone will be alerted. We will then need as
and, if they lost, additional monies to be paid to DCC for
their legal costs. (It’s worth noting that the same reasoning many people as possible to contact the EA to ensure that
the reasons why a licence should not be granted are heard
applies to DCC, but because the DCC is a great deal
larger, and at a much greater distance from its voters, they loudly and clearly. If the Environment Agency truly care
about our environment, as they are supposed to, then a
would be able to plough ahead with a 50:50 case. If they
licence will never be granted.
lost, the costs would simply get lost amongst all the other
Guy Fielding
budget items of a large and complex organisation. The
Chair, STAWL
post-mortem in the Whitestone Parish Hall after losing an
expensive Judicial Review would most likely be a much
more intimate and heated affair!)
As Chair of STAWL, I was involved with some of the
discussions with the Parish Council’s lawyers because
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WHITESTONE WALKERS
Next walk - Sunday 5th September 2021
The Whitestone Walk for will be a circular walk of
approximately 5 miles, starting from the car park at
Belstone (opposite the village hall) at 10.00 am.
Map ref: SX 621 938 Post Code: EX20 1RB
If you have any questions regarding this walk please
email me or phone 07773 552906
Herb Piper
PILATES AND EXERCISE THERAPY
Pilates with Caroline Dodd is starting back from Monday
6th September at 18:15 -19:15 for all levels and
abilities. Pilates can help improve posture, reduce pain
and help you move more freely to improve your quality
of life.
Caroline will also be running Pilates Exercise Therapy
classes on Thursdays at 10:00 -11:00 am, starting
Thursday 2nd September. This is a self referral class
(booking required) for anyone who feels they need a
little extra help and advice with recurring injuries and
mobility issues.
£7.00 per class or £25.00 monthly.
Please get in touch with Caroline if you have any
questions or to book the Exercise Therapy class. Mobile
07791105987 or email caroline_dodd@sky.com
HANDBELLS
We have a lovely set of handbells, but not enough
people to ring them all, and we would like to start
ringing again.
If you would be willing to have a go, please contact
Brian Durrant on 811 328 for details. You would be very
welcome.
VILLAGE VOICES
You will have read in last month's magazine that Liz
Watkins, our indefatigable leader who has led the choir
for the past 8 years, is taking a well earned rest. Members are keen to keep singing as a community choir so,
if anyone knows of someone who may be interested in
taking on the role leading the choir, please ask them to
get in touch with one of the committee:
Bryan Durrant
01392 811328
Gill Oakey
01392 811585
Jane Rose
01647270109
Margaret Nierop 01647 61419.
There will be a meeting of the choir on Thursday 16th
September at 7.30pm in the Parish hall and we would
welcome any new members who may be interested in
joining us. All ages welcome but under 16's must be
accompanied by an adult. Just come along. No audition
required and the only requirement is a love of singing!
CHURCH BELL RINGING
At present, with the covid19 restrictions, we are ringing
with only 4 people being allowed in the ringing chamber
at any one time. Masks are being worn and doors are
being kept open for increased ventilation.
It is hoped that, in the near future, we will increase the
number of ringers at any one time to 5 with
consideration being given later to, increasing the
number again to the maximum of 6 ringers.
If you are interested in learning how to ring, please
contact James Bryant on 01393 811391 for more
information. Practice night is every Thursday at 7.30pm.

WHITESTONE SOCIAL CLUB
(Secretary Bryan Durrant 01392 811328)
Monday 27th Sept David R White - A photographic
tour of Devon’s wildlife including
beavers on the River Otter. David
was the winner of the 2019
Countryfile calendar with his
photograph of a family of stoats.
Thursday 21st Oct Music Evening
The Social Club normally meets monthly, mostly in the
Village Hall, and is a great opportunity to meet other
people. After the speaker there is normally a social “bring
and share” food and drink session. All existing annual
memberships paid for 2019/20 have been extended until
1 December 2021. Membership is £12 per annum, but
non-members are most welcome to join us at meetings in
the hall (except for the anniversary meal) on an
occasional basis at a cost of £3.00 per evening.
Meetings in the hall normally start at 7:30pm.
WHITESTONE GARDEN CLUB
We will meet in the MAIN HALL of the Parish Hall on
September 13th at 7.30pm.
Our speaker is Dave Rickwood from the Woodland Trust.
We welcome visitors as we’re a friendly group.
Please come and give us a try.
Contacts Philip 01647 61419 Gill 811585
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
Please contact the Parish Clerk, Pat Vaughan, for the
latest information. (01392 411628) or view the
Whitestone website www.whitestone-devon.org.uk
CUBAN AIRWAVES
We are a band of amateur musicians and singers who
enjoy getting together to play a wide range of music and
songs. We started with some great Cuban music and later added Scottish, Irish and European popular music to
our repertoire.
If you play or are learning to play an instrument or would
like to sing or have a chance to play your instrument or
sing with others, why not come along and join us. All
music is provided. There is a small charge of £2.00
towards hire of the hall. Please turn up and give it a try.
We also enjoy playing at the Annual Social Club Concert
which, this year, is on the 21st October 2021.
For further details, contact Dave Lee on 01392 811579
SHORT MAT BOWLS
Short Mat Bowls started in Whitestone in October 2013
with two rinks kindly donated
We normally meet THREE times a week except for the
third Friday in the month when the Parish Hall honours a
previous booking.
Tuesday
7.30 - 9.30 pm
Wednesday 10.15 am - 12.15 pm
Friday
7.30 - 9.30 pm
The cost is only £2.00 (50p for 16s and under) and that
includes tea/coffee and a biscuit.
To protect the green mat (rink), please wear soft shoes
with completely flat soles if you have them. If not, bowling
in socks is perfectly OK. Why not come along and have a
go. There is no need to have your own bowls as we have
plenty of sets available
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ANIMALS

Ford Farm Dogs

p8

Dog boarding

Louise Blades

p8

Saddles, etc.

Purrfect Cats' Hotel

p10

Cat boarding

BUILDERS

ACE Scaffolding

p18

Scaffolding

& HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Complete Mobile Valeting

p8

Carpet/Upholstery cleaning

Dust Diva
Exe Gas & Oil

p16
p10

Cleaning
Plumbing & Heating

Gareth J Clatworthy

p8

Painter/Decorator

H G Talbot

p8

Builder

Henry J Netherway

p10

Carpenter

Homeworks

p10

Home maintenance

Jonathan Miles

p8

Chimney sweep

Luggy's

p16

Maintenance

Newspace Architecture

p12

Conversions/extensions, etc

RM House & Commercial

p8

House Clearance

Stephen Heathcote

p8

Surveyer

Steve Gillard

p14

Builder

Tim Alen & Daughters

p14

House clearance, removals, etc

T P Wainwright

p6

Builder

West Coast Windows

p4

Windows

CAR SERVICING

White Horse

p18

Servicing all makes

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

ACS Electrical Services

p16

Rewires, maintenance, etc

Dartmoor PC

p6

Computer service & repairs

Graham Cheriton

p6

Contractor, Shows & PA systems

Kevin Osborne

p14

Aerials & satellite

Kevin Dinnis

p4

Tractor work

Kevin Dinnis

p12

Garden help

Laurence Blades

p16

House & garden maintenance

Mowers & Strimmers

p4

Repairs

I
N
D
E
X
T
O
A
D
V
E
R
T
I
S
E
R
S

FARM & GARDEN

FUNERAL SERVICES

Crossways Woodland Burials p4

Burials

Fine Memorials

p10

Memorials

LeRoy Funerals

p8

Funerals

Mitchell Funeral Services

p10

Funerals

Castle support

p10

Care

Sally White

p12

Foot Health

RETIREMENT VILLAGE

Millbrook

p16

Millbrook Village

SEWING

Mary Belt

p8

Curtains/Alterations

STORES

Tedburn Village Stores

p6

Including mobile store

STORAGE

White Horse Self Storage

p12

Self storage

PERSONAL SERVICES
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