
  

 

 
 
 

 
ST. CATHERINE, WHITESTONE 

 
with 

 
Pathfinder Village 

 
and 

 

ST. THOMAS, OLDRIDGE 
 

P a r i s h   M a g a z i n e 
 
 

 
 

Rector 
 

Reverend Martin Wood, The Rectory, Church Lane,  
Cheriton Bishop  EX6 6HY  01647 24119 

 
 

Whitestone and Oldridge Churchwardens 
 

Dr. Jane Richards, Quarryfield House, Whitestone  EX4 2JS 
(01392 811492) 

 

Kay Norrington, Glebe House, Church Lane, Whitestone  EX4 2LF 
(Mobile: 07717 826711  Tel: 01392 697559) 

OCTOBER 2021 Price 50p 
Annually £5 
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NORTH KENN MISSION COMMUNITY 

 
 

    SERVICES FOR OCTOBER 2021 

 
Sunday  October 3

rd
 

 

  9.30 am  Holcombe Burnell  Harvest Communion Revd Martin Wood 
 11.00 am  Tedburn St Mary  Informal Worship       Revd Martin Wood 
  3.00 pm  Whitestone   Holy Communion   Revd Martin Wood 
  6.00 pm   Cheriton Bishop  Harvest  Praise       Revd Martin Wood 

 
Sunday  October 10

th
 

 

  9.30 am   Holcombe Burnell Holy Communion   Revd Martin Wood 
  9.30 am   Whitestone    Parish Communion Revd Tim Gorringe 
 11.00 am  Cheriton Bishop    Family Service           Revd Martin Wood 
  3.00 pm   Oldridge    Harvest Praise       Revd Martin Wood 
  3.00 pm   Pathfinder   Prayer and Fellowship 
  6.00 pm  Tedburn St Mary  Harvest Praise         Revd Martin Wood 

 
Sunday  October 17

th
 

 

  8.00 am    Tedburn St Mary  Holy Communion  Revd Martin Wood 
  9.30 am   Cheriton Bishop       Parish Communion     Revd Martin Wood 
 11.00 am  Whitestone   Family Service           Revd Martin Wood 
  3.00 pm    Tedburn St Mary  Wedding         Revd Martin Wood 
  3.00 pm   Pathfinder   Evening Prayer       Lay led 
  6.00 pm   Holcombe Burnell Evening Prayer       Revd Martin Wood 

 
Sunday  October 24

th
 

 

  8.00 am   Cheriton Bishop  Holy Communion  Revd Tim Gorringe 
  9.30 am   Tedburn St Mary  Parish Communion      Revd Tim Gorringe  
 11.00 am  Holcombe Burnell Family Service       Lay led 
  3.00 pm   Pathfinder   United Service 
  6.00 pm  Whitestone   Evening Prayer   Lay led 

 
Sunday  October 31

st
 

 

 10.30 am  Tedburn St Mary Team Communion      Revd Martin Wood 
   6.00 pm   Whitestone   Service of Light   Revd Martin Wood 
 
 
 
Thursday 10.30 am  Pathfinder   
    October 7

th
    Holy Communion  Revd Martin Wood 

    October 21
st
  Morning Prayer     Lay led  



3 

 

FROM THE RECTOR 

 
 

Is time flexible?  

 
On Sunday the 31

st
 October, the clocks change from British Summer Time to 

Greenwich Mean Time. It is quite fun to see those who have missed the time  
adjustment when they turn up an hour early for church! It is not so much fun to get it 
wrong yourself. I have got it wrong twice. Once I turned up an hour early forgetting 
that the clocks had changed.  Another year, I turned my clock the wrong way, so 
making me 2 hours late! There is the task of changing all the clocks. In our house, 
there is at least one clock in every room and then the microwave, cooker, the  
heating controls and the car clocks! 
  
 So what happens to the hour? The Summer Time Act 1972 originally defined the 
period of British Summer Time to start at 2 am (GMT) on the morning of the day  
after the third Saturday in March or, if that was Easter Day, the day after the second 
Saturday. It was to end at 2 am (GMT) on the day after the fourth Saturday in  
October. In recent years it has been changed to bring the date of the start of  
Summer Time into line with that used in Europe. So Summertime is now in force 
from the last Sunday in March until the last Sunday in October. I had not realised 
that Easter affected the date of summertime or that it was fixed on the Sunday after 
the third Saturday. Next year 2022, summertime will start on 27th March which 
looks like the EU rules. Interestingly, the EU parliament has voted to scrap the clock 
being changed altogether! We will see if that happens. 
 
When I worked shifts, people were very quick to claim an hour of overtime for the 
extra hour but were very silent about losing an hour’s pay for a shorter night shift. 
Time does not stop for an hour or speed up to make up an hour. We just change the 
settings of the clock. What is interesting about time is that, although it is a constant, 
it feels different depending on what we are doing at the time. When we are busy, 
time flies by and an hour passes quickly. Two minutes of silence on Remembrance 
Sunday seems to take a long time, an hour of silent stillness is often beyond our 
comprehension. 
  
The bible seems more interested in what people do rather than how long it takes, to 
get to the place that God desires. Constantly, people wait on God and his timing 
which sometimes is measured in years and not hours. It appears to me that God is 
more patient than we could ever be. We are challenged to see if we are moving 
closer to God.  It is the direction we move in that is more important than how long it 
takes.  
 

Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY  
01647 24119 (Tuesday to Sunday) revwood163@gmail.com 

 
 
 

Please remember – the clocks go back on the night of 30 - 31
st
 October . The church won’t be open 

earlier for those who forget to alter their clocks!” 
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If you would like a last resting place in 

beautiful countryside overlooking 
Dartmoor. 

 
Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie 

or Martin Chatfield 
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 

 

Tel:  01392 829800 
Fax: 01392 829808 

Unit 7 
GD Units 
Cofton Road 
Marsh Barton 
Exeter  
EX2 8QW 
 

Email:  info@westcoastwindows.co.uk 
Web:    www.westcoastwindows.co.uk 

 

Contact: Nigel Gribble or Mike Melluish 

 

ALUMINIUM  -  DOMESTIC  -  PVC WINDOWS 
DOORS  -  CONSERVATORIES  -  SHOP FRONTS 

  CURTAIN WALLING 
 
 

Raising Standards,  Installing Trust 
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DOMESTIC SOLID FUEL REGULATIONS 
 
Did you know that new regulations for domestic solid 
fuels came into force in England in May 2021 to help 
improve air quality. 

Sales of coal and wet wood for household burning are 
being phased out to cut pollution that’s harmful to  
human health. 
 

If you have a log burner or open fire at home, you can 
still use it but you will need to buy cleaner alternative 
fuels such as dry wood and manufactured solid fuels 
which produce less smoke. 
 

The restrictions mean that: 

• Sales of bagged traditional house coal and wet 
wood in units under 2 cubic metres are now  
unlawful. 

• Wet wood in larger volumes must be sold with  
advice on how to dry it before burning. 

• All manufactured solid fuels must now have a low 
sulphur content and only emit a small amount of 
smoke. 

• In addition, a new certification scheme will see 
products certified and labelled by suppliers to  
ensure that they can be easily identified, and retail 
outlets will only able to sell fuel that is accompanied 
by the correct label. 

 
For more information see GOV.UK - “Restrictions on 
sale of coal and wet wood for home burning begin”. 

DEVON AIR AMBULANCE 
 
Devon Air Ambulance needs 
a community of volunteers 
to keep its 19 charity shops 
open and our helicopters 
flying.  
 

The great thing about volunteering in our retail 
shops is that we have a role to suit everyone, 
whether you are young or older, an outgoing 
type or someone who likes to work behind the 
scenes.  
 
As with all volunteering roles, you can choose 
where, when and for how long you volunteer.  
 
To find out more about your nearest shop 
and how you can help, please contact our 
Volunteer Manager Cara Jones on  
01392 304343 / c.jones@daat.org  
 
Shop Locations: Barnstaple, Bideford, Budleigh 
Salterton, Dartmouth, Exeter (Cowick St,  
Heavitree & Topsham), Exmouth, Honiton, 
Kingsbridge, Newton Abbot, Okehampton,  
Plymouth, Sidmouth, South Molton, Tavistock, 
Totnes, and Torquay.  

ALIVE AND KICKING 
 
Dear Magazine, 
This week I have received a communication, by a 
circuitous  but earthly route, from Teignbridge  
District Council Waste and Cleansing Services  
regarding our green bin addressed to: 
 

      “The Occupier,  
 Cemetery North of St Catherine’s Church”  
 

I am tempted to reply as “Churchwarden, NOT YET 
Occupier of the Cemetery North of St Catherine’s 
Church”. 
 

But meanwhile, to reassure my friends and  
neighbours, perhaps you could publish this letter. 
Yours sincerely and alive, 
Jane Richards. 
 
Tongue in both cheeks !  J 

COUNTERPOINT 
 

In the run up to COP-26, there has been no end of  
apocalyptic warnings and ‘the end of the world is nigh’ 
messaging. No wonder that climate change anxiety,  
particularly in the young and mental illness, is on the  
increase.  
 

Last month’s Green Corner was a classic example of this 
alarmism, reproducing a doom laden article from the 
Guardian Newspaper claiming that the Gulf Stream may 
be nearing a shut down within ‘a decade or two’. Green 
Corner conveniently ignored the carefully worded ‘wiggle 
room’ in the Potsdam Institutes press release that ‘the 
complexity of the Atlantic Meridional Overturning  
Circulation (AMOC) system and uncertainty over levels 
of future global heating make it impossible to forecast the 
date of any collapse for now. It could be within a decade 
or two, or several centuries away. Misleading or what?  
If the prediction of disaster more than two centuries away 
is still too close for comfort, perhaps the following  
comment from Carl Wunsch will help:  

‘European readers should be reassured that the 
Gulf Stream’s existence is a consequence of the 
large-scale wind system over the North Atlantic 
Ocean, and of the nature of fluid motion on a  
rotating planet. The only way to produce an ocean  
circulation without a Gulf Stream is either to turn 
off the wind system, or to stop the Earth’s rotation, 
or both.’  

If this doesn’t set your mind at rest, you might also like to 
read a longer and more technical article on the same 
topic, in: North Atlantic Nonsense by Alan Longhurst 
(available on-line from Dr Judith Curry’s Climate etc. 
 

On a lighter note, Huera Foods have started a petition to 
get more plant based foods on the menu at Cop-26 in 
Glasgow. You’d think they’d be pushing on an open door 
wouldn’t you but try telling that to Burger King whose  
all-meat American burgers were the big lunch-time seller 
at the last UN climate conference in Madrid. 
 

Talking of plant based foods; although I am a great lover 
of (dare I use the word?) meat and (full disclosure) dairy 
products, I also like vegetarian dishes, particularly those 
of Yotam Ottolenghi, whose book ‘Plenty More’ is a  
veritable gold mine of delicious recipe ideas. 

Philip Nierop 

mailto:c.jones@daat.org
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Whitestone Parish Hall: Parishioners share 
ideas about Tackling Climate Change, while 
also sharing homemade cakes! 
 

Report from the Whitestone Climate Action Group 
A very successful event was held in the newly re-opened 
Parish Hall on Saturday 4

th
 September 2021, attended by 

over 60 people including many local residents and some 
visitors from other parishes, other parish councils and even 
the leader of Exeter City Council.   There was a real buzz 
of interest, with people enjoying being able to get back 
together and discussing doing something really important, 
even by making small changes. There were a number of 
highlights: 
 

A colourful and informative display borrowed from ACT 
(Action for Climate Change Teignbridge) about things we 
can all start to do to reduce our carbon footprint, plus an 
accompanying quiz for children about how to detect the 
origins and carbon footprint of our household goods from 
their labels 

Plastic Palaver: A  visual display promoting more thought 
and care about the materials that we use in our everyday 
lives. Explanations of ‘ good ‘ and ‘ bad ‘ manufacturing 
techniques were shown with special focus on our misuse 
of water, including some shocking statistics, which should 
not be ignored. 

Very useful advice provided by ECOE (Exeter Community 
Energy) on how to make our homes more energy efficient, 
for example with heat pumps or solar energy, and on tips 
for energy conservation. 
 

The Climate and Ecological Emergency 
Whitestone’s day of action in the Parish Hall 
 
What can we actually do? 
Well we can talk to others, preferably those who live near 
us. Climate change is too big a subject to face alone. 
There’s too much uncertainty, grief about what we are 
losing, worry about the future our children/grandchildren 
will inherit, to be able to bear this alone. Talk to people 
we trust. If they can be neighbours that’s great and,  
together with them, work out how you see the problems 
and do some action together.  
 
Whitestone Climate Day in the Parish Hall was a great 
example. Even if we get involved in a quite limited local 
action, we know we are doing something positive. It 
helps us come together and we can grow our  
understanding and ability. For some though, there may 
be useful online communities, or organisations we can 
join to help gain information and meet others who are like
-minded, whether it’s Friends of the Earth, the  
Conservative Environmental Network, Greenpeace, XR, 
or the Campaign for the Protection of Rural England 
(CPRE). 
 
WE can also use the democratic rights we have in this 
country - some people don’t have them - so we have to 
use ours. Write to the local MP and maybe councillors, 
even if it is quite a short letter, to tell them that you are 
concerned about climate change, and ask for more  
urgent action. If you have specific asks that’s good. UK is 
in a leadership position chairing the COP climate talks in 
November and needs to walk it’s talk! If you want to, you 
could ask them to support the Climate and Ecological 
Emergency Bill which lays out what the government 
could do to respond to the emergencies. The ceebill.uk 
website has template letters and little videos. 
 
Look at ways to lessen our own footprint. It’s not going to 
make such an impact as acting with others, but it is  
important because we tend to look at each other and see 
what others are doing. People are all too ready to cry 
‘hypocrites’. Actually we are all hypocrites in that we are 
part of a system that we can’t change all that quickly and 
if we want to see our family some of us still have to drive 
diesel cars. 
  
But of course there is no one size fits all. We all have 
different needs, different mobility, capabilities, different 
kinds of houses, financial and geographical situations – 
so we must look at what we can do not what we can’t. 
We also need to support one another, to find what  
actions are right for us.  Some things can only be 
changed once in a while. We need to watch out for  
opportunities – for example when we replace a boiler, 
buy a new car, do building repairs. 
 
There is one more very important thing: celebrate what 
we are doing and have done, preferably together. Almost 
anything goes better with cake, as Whitestone knows 
very well! 

Gill Westcott 
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Building Surveys 
Defect & Repair Advice 

Expert witness 
Architectural design 

Contract Administration        
Party Wall 

Dilapidations 

 

GARETH  J  CLATWORTHY 
 

Interior & Exterior Quality Decorating 
 

‘LOWER HURSTON’ 
 Tel: (01392) 811819                                Tedburn Road 
          07925 054796                                      Whitestone 
    gj.clatworthy@gmail.com                                     Devon   
                          EX4  2HF 

     

          Stephen Heathcote 
         Property Surveying 
 
 

    Pound Farm 
    Whitestone 
    Exeter  EX4 2HP 
    shpsurveying@btinternet.com  
    www.shpsurveying.co.uk 
    07711 047372  
 

 Your Local    
         Chartered Building Surveyor & 

 Architectural Designer       

 

 

RM House &  
Commercial Clearance 

including 
 

Houses, Workshops, Garages & Gardens 
Any size job 

 

Call/txt 07578 869 650  

Shawthorne Bungalow 
Whitestone 

Exeter EX4 2JS         Tel:  01392-811374 
 

Mary Belt 
 

Dressmaking   Curtains   Alterations   Repairs 
Zip Replacements 

 
    Louise Blades 
 

  Saddle Fitter & Stubben Specialist 
                     07764 303 659 
           www.stubben-specialist.co.uk 

 
For all your saddle and accessories requirements 

Large stock of used saddles including Stubben, GFS, 
Pessoa, Bates and Albion 

 

50% off my visit charge with this advert 
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FLOWER ARRANGING CLASSES 
Would you like to learn the basics of 

flower arranging ?? 
 

Parish Hall 2-4pm 21st September   
 

Until I know how many will attend,  
more details will be available later. 

 

Please phone Gill 811585 or  
email: gilloakey@gmail.com 

TWO MOORS WAY CHARITY WALK  
 

Well we did it!  
Coast to coast in 7 days, what an adventure. We slept in a 
wide variety of places, a tent, a barn, a pub, a field and 
even a luxury horsebox! Ended up walking over 120 miles, 
with all our kit in rucksacks.  
 

As we all know, Devon is a beautiful place and the two 
moors way is a brilliant way to see it. People were very 
kind to us on the route, with refreshments and  
accommodation. Hopefully we can tell everyone about our 
walk at a future social club. 
 

The fundraising has gone very well, with lots of generous 
donations from the village, Tabby has already exceeded 
her target of £500 to help St Catherine's church roof and 
Young Devon. 
 

We have kept the Just giving page open in case anyone 
else wishes to support these worthy causes, go to the  just 
giving website and search for twomoorswaytabby. You can 
also donate at The Old Forge 
Thank you. 
Nick and Tabby Thom  

  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Whitestone Garden Club  OCTOBER 
 

As we head towards the chill of winter, enjoy this 
magical time of coloured leaves, berries, seed heads, 
swaying grasses and some beautiful late flowering 
flowers. 
   

SWEET PEAS 
You might think this is a strange time to be thinking of 
sweet peas. We all love their fragrance and dainty 
colours and now is a great time to sow them around 
mid October/ November 
for early flowering. 
 

1.Add perlite to 
compost for  
better drainage. 
Sow 3 seeds 
spaced apart into 
a tall 7cm pot. 

2.Press each seed 
into the surface, 
then cover with a 
light sieved  
compost. 

3.Firm the surface, 
then stand pots 
in a tray of water 
to soak up  
moisture. Place 
in greenhouse, 
cold frame or 
cool place. 

 

Once into November, seedlings should be potted on, 
planting them out in April (after frosts). Once planted 
outside, support is needed with netting & twigs . Apart 
from watering, picking is essential and, for good  
flowering, cutting off the seed heads. 
So PLANT, GROW, AND PICK and ENJOY ! 
 
Jobs for OCTOBER 
1   Plant bulbs in garden and containers. 
2   Store apples and pears. 
3   Good time to lift and divide perennial's. 
4   Plant garlic. 
5   Sow broad beans. 
6   General good tidy of the garden. 
7   Store fallen leaves for leaf mould. 
8   Plant wallflowers for spring show. 
9   Deadhead dahlias to keep blooms coming. 
10 Net ponds to capture falling leaves. 
 

Whitestone Gardening Club 

More pictures on the website 
www.whitestone-devon.org.uk 
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HOMEWORKS 
 

Carpentry 
 

General maintenance and 
Refurbishment 

 

Dealing with all types of maintenance 
 

Painting and Decorating 

H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A Y 
 
 

Carpenter & Joinery Manufacturer 
 
 

Pitt Farm, Churchtown, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2LG 
 
 

07710 434760 (mobile)    01392 811829 (tel/ans) 

Mitchell Funeral Services 
 

Your local Funeral Directors 

In your time of need we'll take care of all the funeral 
arrangements.  Call us 24 hours a day. 

We also supply Funeral Pre-Payment Plans 
 

King William Street, Exeter EX4 6PD 
Tel: 01392 272682 
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Well hello everyone 
At last "SOON" HAS ARRIVED. It is planned for us to 
meet next month for a get together, cup of tea and some 
cake. Plus the all important "Chat". WEDNESDAY 20th 
OCTOBER, 2.30 p.m. is the time we start and we will go 
on until approx. 4.00 p.m. Please put it in your diary. If 
you feel it is too soon for you to come, please don`t  
worry as I fully understand that some of you are still  
being cautious. The hall will be clean and the table and 
chairs set up. The door into the hall will be open for  
ventilation.  
 

The meeting is open to anyone who would like to come. 
No program has been arranged, but I do have a date in 
mind for a Christmas Lunch at the King`s Arms in  
December. Details at the meeting are: 
Birthday cards will be on sale, the Lottery Bonus ball, and 
our charity box will be there. (For those of you who may 
not remember what charity we have, it is Macular  
Degeneration). I look forward to seeing as many of you 
as possible on 20th October. 
 

What a wonderful result in the Tennis A lovely young girl 
has won the U.S.Open. 
 

Just to clarify what I was in hospital for recently, it was for 
a breathing difficulty, nothing to do with Covid. 
See you all soon, 
All the best to you from Angela and the team. 

THE GREEN CORNER 
 

More things to worry about. 
A report compiled by 300 scientists  for the UN Food and 
Agriculture Organisation on the biodiversity of soils says 
that the worsening state of soils across the globe is at 
least as important as the climate crisis and the  
destruction of the natural world above ground. 
 

They say that a quarter of all animal species on Earth live 
beneath our feet and produce the nutrients for our food. 
The soils also store as much carbon as all plants above 
ground and are therefore critical in tackling the climate 
emergency. 
 

In terms of what we can do to help the soil healthy, Prof. 
Nico Eisenhauer of Leipzig University, a lead author of 
the report, says a lot depends on what we eat. He asks if 
we really need these massive amounts of cheap meat 
and can we rely more on plant based calories? 
 

Peter Hanson 
 

Carbon rationing? 
The following letter to the Guardian August 11

th 
is no 

doubt currently impracticable but it does have a certain 
appeal: 
 

The IPCC report makes clear that we need to face 
societal changes on a scale not seen since the 
second world war. To make sure that everyone 
does their bit, we should introduce carbon  
rationing. Every person should have the same  
annual carbon allowance and every time they 
make a carbon transaction (booking a flight, buying 
a steak or filling a petrol tank and so on), the  
carbon cost is deducted from their ration. Those 
with leaner lifestyles, not running a car for instance, 
can sell their excess ration to others via an official 
trading site. Each year the ration is reduced, taking 
us all on a pathway to net zero. 

Ian Cairns 
Seaford, East Sussex  

 
 
 
THE HEALTH CORNER 
 

How much spare time is too much? 
 

Researchers at the University of Pennsylvania reported 
results from two surveys of 35,000 people as to how they 
spent their leisure time. The researchers found that, 
although levels of subjective well-being initially rise as 
free time increases, the trend does not necessarily rise 
for very high levels of free time. The “sweet spot” was a 
moderate amount of free time.  
 

Having too much time was associated with lower  
subjective well-being due to lacking a sense of  
productivity and purpose.  
 
Those who felt they had too little free time should not 
drop all obligations but, instead, try to find a couple of 
leisure hours a day. 
Those who felt they had too much free time with empty 
days should spend time connecting with others or doing 
something productive. 

Peter Hanson 
 

 
 
 
 

 

CHURCH HOUSE EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION     
Registered charity 269625 

EDUCATIONAL GRANTS AVAILABLE 
 

Applications are invited for consideration at the meeting 
of the Trustees to be held on  
 

Wednesday10th November 2021. 
 

The fund is intended to provide financial assistance to 
residents of the ancient parish of Whitestone who wish to 
further their education or training for academic or  
practical purposes. Funding for leisure activities are not 
eligible for consideration. There is no restriction on the 
age of applicants who may apply for a grant and  
applications are not means tested. 
 

All applications are assessed in confidence by the  
Trustees with reference to the provisions of the Trust 
Deed.  Successful grant applications range typically from 
£50 to £500, depending on particular circumstances.  
The Trustees are elected representatives from village 
organisations who meet twice a year, normally in May 
and November, and notice is given in advance of the  
meetings in the Parish Magazine. 
 

Applications need to be fully costed with documentary 
evidence provided and must be accompanied by a  
completed data protection form  which is available on the 
Whitestone website*. They should be sent to the  Hon 
Secretary, Mrs Margaret Nierop, Hillcrest, Whitestone 
EX4 2HR or by email: margaret@thenierops.co.uk to 
arrive by 3rd November 2021 for consideration at the 
meeting to be held on Wednesday10th November. 
 

*www.whitestone-devon.org.uk/chef.html 
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The period of development would be defined and short 
term and this proposal would then result in two fairly  
identical dwellings on the site and additionally would  
ensure Hackworthy Farm can continue to be a viable  
enterprise as an independent farm in its own right fit for the 
future and aiding our local economy. It is felt that any new 
development must avoid light spill onto the surrounding 
landscape and considering the design includes large  
window openings, the increase in artificial light provides 
potential for light spill from the dwellings both from internal 
sources and from lighting from the exterior space (external 
sources), which must be demonstrated to avoid intrusive 
light pollution. It is recommended to install low level light 
with no PIR fittings to protect nocturnal habitat and  
illuminance should not pose a threat to the dark skies  
landscape of this rural area. The Council again notes the 
need to dispose of the asbestos roof sheets responsibly. 
 

57.2    21/01581/NPA  Application for Prior Approval under 
Part 3 Class Q (a) paragraph W of the GDPO for change 
of use of two agricultural buildings into two residential 
dwellings at Hackworthy Farm, Hackworthy Lane 
Planning Application: 21/01530/NPA Hackworthy Farm, 
Hackworthy Lane, Nadderwater EX4 2LE 
Since the first failed application, the applicant realised that 
the original application for a conversion into 385sq metres 
had meant the 2nd conversion would have to be smaller 
and would require significant demolition which was also 
not permitted under Class Q criteria. A revised design has 
therefore been submitted for two reduced sized dwellings 
which seems to meet the criteria and the applicant has 
demonstrated his intention to convert these barns into two 
suitable sized family homes, an area of the proposed  
curtilage will be covered by the existing roof of each  
building incorporating under cover curtilage to provide a 
car port and external storage. It is important to retain the 
agricultural reference in the design of these homes. 
 

The period of development would be defined and short 
term and this proposal would then result in two fairly  
identical dwellings on the site and additionally would  
ensure Hackworthy Farm can continue to be a viable  
enterprise as an independent farm in its own right fit for the 
future and aiding our local economy. It is felt that any new 
development must avoid light spill onto the surrounding 
landscape and considering the design includes large  
window openings, the increase in artificial light provides 
potential for light spill from the dwellings both from internal 
sources and from lighting from the exterior space (external 
sources), which must be demonstrated to avoid intrusive 
light pollution. It is recommended to install low level light 
with no PIR fittings to protect nocturnal habitat and  
illuminance should not pose a threat to the dark skies  
landscape of this rural area. The Council again notes the 
need to dispose of the asbestos roof sheets responsibly. 
 
57.3    21/01490/HOU  Single storey side extension at 
Hindcross, Whitestone. 
Response summary:-  The application is for a single storey 
kitchen extension under a flat roof. The client proposes to 
demolish the small redundant porch projection to the east 
elevation which is adjacent to an existing conservatory. 
The existing conservatory roof would be replaced and  
finished with a new flat roof within a small parapet  
perimeter upstand wall to conceal the new flat roof. 
 

Even though the proposal is to the side of the property and 
would be visible from the public highway, any impact is not 
considered to be detrimental to the residential amenity of 
neighbouring properties and is not considered to be 
dominant or overbearing. This is due to the proposal  
removing an existing porch structure and then  
incorporating the extension alongside the original  

WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL   
9th SEPTEMBER 2021 
 
DRAFT Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held at 
Whitestone Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 9th  
September 2021 to be ratified on 14

th
 October. 

 

Attendance:-      
Chair – Councillor T Miles. 
Councillors  M Belt, V Bryant, L Dyer, A Evans, L Fairley, 
   S Llewelyn, M Smith     
Mrs P Vaughan – Clerk to the Council 
District Councillor A Swain 
Mrs P Lee, Mr Philip Mingo 
Apologies: Councillor G Galton 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Mr Mingo said that he was in attendance regarding the 
speed camera which had been installed on the Tedburn 
side of the village as he had concerns regarding the  
positioning.  Cllr Miles requested that Cllr Evans replied to 
the points which Mr Mingo raised as he had been  
instrumental in the installation in conjunction with  
Highways and it was agreed that this would be discussed 
further during matters for discussion. 
 

54. Cllr Miles then opened the meeting and the Minutes of 
the Council meeting held on Thursday 8

th
 July 2021 having 

been circulated were taken as read and signed as a true 
copy by the Chairman. 
 
55. REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR   
District Councillor Swain reported on the Teignbridge  
District Council project on Climate Change which is going 
forward.  Cycling and walking routes are being  
investigated.  Help from Teignbridge is being arranged for 
Afghan refugees.  Councillors asked if there is any  
progress on the Crossway parking issues and were  
informed that there is no updating as yet. 
 
56. CO-OPTION OF PARISH COUNCILLOR  
An application has been received from Mrs Pam Lee to 
rejoin as a Councillor and Cllr Miles welcomed her back 
onto the Council and she signed the necessary  
acceptance of office. 
 
57. PLANNING - These applications can be viewed on 
line by going into the public access system at Teignbridge 
Planning following the directions giving the application  
reference.  The following applications having been  
received from Teignbridge District Council with a request 
for comments were examined and responses were sent 
which can be viewed on Teignbridge District Council  
Planning site:- 
 

57.1    21/01530/NPA  Application for Prior Approval under 
Part 3 Class Q (a) paragraph W of the GDPO for change 
of use of two agricultural buildings into two residential 
dwellings at Hackworthy Farm, Hackworthy Lane 
Since the first failed application, the applicant realised that 
the original application for a conversion into 385sq metres 
had meant the 2nd conversion would have to be smaller 
and would require significant demolition which was also 
not permitted under Class Q criteria. A revised design has 
therefore been submitted for two reduced sized dwellings 
which seems to meet the criteria and the applicant has 
demonstrated his intention to convert these barns into two 
suitable sized family homes, an area of the proposed  
curtilage will be covered by the existing roof of each  
building incorporating under cover curtilage to provide a 
car port and external storage. It is important to retain the 
agricultural reference in the design of these homes. 
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on wildlife would also be reduced if emergency external 
lighting only is installed.  In summary, Whitestone Parish 
Council supports this application but recommend  
Teignbridge District Council to encourage the use of  
ecologically appropriate construction materials. 
 

57.6    21/01680/FUL  Conversion of barn into one unit of 
accommodation for holiday use at Hurston Farm. 
Response summary:- The application  has been discussed 
and considered by Whitestone Parish Council. This  
application is for the conversion of a barn into one unit of 
accommodation for holiday use. The proposed barn to be 
converted we understand is at present redundant and the 
plans show that it is to be a two bedroomed property with 
allocation for two parking spaces (although there is some 
discrepancy between the application form and the plans 
submitted as to whether one or two spaces are proposed). 
 

The proposed barn is sited in an Area of Great  
Landscape Value in open countryside and has no near  
neighbouring properties. The application is compliant with 
policies S22 and EC11 in that the barn in question is to be 
used for tourist accommodation only and the barn is  
considered to be an appropriate conversion or change of 
use of a soundly constructed building. However, 
Whitestone Parish Council feel that this application does 
need to meet the criteria set in policy EN8 and should use 
this opportunity to enhance and restore biodiversity in the 
area by introducing bird and bat boxes for example.  
In addition, the criteria in policy EN2A should also be  
adhered to ensuring the landscape will be protected,  
enhanced and that the conversion itself will be sympathetic 
in helping conserve and enhance the rural landscape in 
which it is sited. As Teignbridge District Council and 
Whitestone Parish Council have both declared a climate 
emergency, we should encourage energy efficient systems 
and materials to be used in this proposed conversion. 
 

The applicants have previously been successful in  
changing the use of another barn to a dwelling 12/02886/
COU now known as Hurston Barn Mews and is accessed 
from the Whitestone Road. In 2009 the applicant's address 
in application 09/00937/FUL was given as Hurston Farm, 
Tedburn Road. This dual address has raised questions as 
to which access is proposed to be used by holiday makers 
staying at this holiday let if permission is granted. We have 
been unsuccessful to date in obtaining an answer to this 
question from the applicants. The splay on to the highway 
on the Whitestone Road is adequate and is used by 
Hurston Farm and two other properties. Access onto the 
C50 on a bend is not so easy and potentially dangerous 
with traffic traveling up to 60mph. This isn't a particularly 
sustainable application as it does totally rely on the use of 
private transport but we do agree that one holiday unit with 
two bedrooms is unlikely to result in a great increase in 
traffic to the area.  
 

The Whitestone Parish Council are concerned however, 
that the windows shown on the plans would potentially  
result in a big increase in light pollution in an area of the 
parish where traditionally dark skies have been the norm. It 
is noted that the parking spaces are located some distance 
from the front door and it is likely external lighting will 
therefore be required by visitors. We would recommend 
that low level lights with no PIR fittings be installed to  
protect the nocturnal habitats, and illuminance should not 
pose a threat to the dark skies landscape of this rural area. 
 

The Whitestone Parish Council on the whole support this 
application but would recommend some conditions to be 
applied if Teignbridge District Council are minded to  
approve this application: 
 

(Continued on page 15)  

conservatory providing a design that would provide better 
usable space inside the property. 
 

Modern materials sympathetic to the existing location will 
be used, with double-glazed PVCu doors and windows.  
It is noted, however, that no mention is made of energy 
efficient proposals, such as insulation and heating and it 
would be good to see energy efficiency incorporated into 
the plan. There may be some additional light spill to  
housing across the road, depending on the nature of the 
roof lantern, but this is unclear from the application and 
any potential light pollution should be mitigated.  It appears 
from the plan that no trees or hedges would be affected by 
the extension.  It seems to meet the criteria set out in the 
Teignbridge Local Plan 2013-2033 – Policies: S1A, S1, S2, 
S22, EN2A, and WE8.  Whitestone Parish Council is  
minded to support this application, though it would  
welcome some indication that energy efficiency measures 
are included to support Whitestone’s declaration of a  
climate emergency. 
  

57.4    21/01741/FUL  Replace two outbuildings with a new 
double garage at Connetts, Halsfordwood Lane. 
Response summary:-  The applicants wish to replace two 
existing dilapidated outbuildings by a double garage. The 
proposed structure will be located in a countryside location 
within an AGLV. 
  

• Whitestone Parish Council have considered the appli-
cation and would like to support it, since the proposed 
structure will be an improvement on the present structures, 
and the design and materials seem appropriate. It will be 
set back from the road, and there would be no overlooking. 
Access to the lane would not change, and the splay is ade-
quate. There would be no greater impact on traffic. It ap-
pears from the proposal that no trees or hedges would be  
affected. 
The Parish Council would however like to suggest these 
conditions, if TDC is minded to approve the application  
• An ecology report should be required as the present 
 buildings appear to be ideal roosting places for bats 
 and other species, which would be impacted by their 
 removal. We suggest that some built-in boxes (for 
 birds and/or bats) should be suggested for the new 
 build. 
•   Any new garage lighting should be minimal, with no 
 PIR fittings, as this is an area of dark skies, and light 
 spill would also affect local wildlife. 
•   Whitestone Parish Council notes that in 2012 this 
 property received planning permission to replace 
 some previous outbuildings, and a condition was 
 placed that these new buildings should "not to be  
 occupied at anytime other than for the purposes  
 ancillary to the residential use of the dwelling known 
 as Connetts". This should be applied to the present 
 build. 
•   The roof of the present garage may contain asbestos 
 so care must be observed in its removal. 
 
57.5    21/01899/FUL  External staircase at The Travellers 
Rest, Tedburn Road. 
Response summary:- The applicants wish to install an  
external fire escape from the first floor of the Traveller’s 
Rest Public House, exiting to the rear of the building.  The 
application states that this is at the direction of the Fire 
Officer.  The Parish Council would wish to support all  
appropriate initiatives that ensure public safety and the 
wellbeing of those working in local businesses.  Although 
not likely to be overly intrusive from the road, the proposed 
construction is likely to be visible to neighbouring  
properties, so the use of approximately environmentally 
sensitive materials is to be encouraged where possible.  
The risk of light pollution with a potentially negative impact 
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Family business, 
   established 25 years 
 

House clearance service 
 

Removal service 
 

Scrap metal collection  
including 
   washing machines, 
   cookers, etc. 
 

Free quotations 
 

Fully insured 
 
 

**NEW ** Steam cleaning service for 
gardens, patios, car engines as well as 

industrial items including lorries 
 

Phone Tim on 01392 427415 or 07887694873 

Aerials & Satellite 
City & Guilds  NVQ 

 

01363 777190   07841 644395 
 

kev@kevinosborneaerials.co.uk 

 
Aerial Upgrades ** All aspects of Installation and Repair 

** Existing Aerial & Satellite Problems Resolved **  

Discrete Installation ** DAB Radio Aerial ** Extra TV Points 

Free Advice ** Free Quotation Service ** Free Signal Check 
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September.  Quotes for the installation of energy efficient 
Quantum Dimplex heaters at a cost of £3,917 from S J 
Electrical Services  has been accepted and Cllr Belt will 
contact the firm regarding the installation.  As soon as the 
necessary work has been completed Carter Geering will 
be contacted to arrange the necessary contracts for the 
letting of the house.  Cllr Miles congratulated Cllr Belt for 
all her hard work in organising everything. 
  
58.2   Toilet facilities for Crossway Park 
Following a letter received from the Parish Hall Committee 
discussion followed regarding the outside toilet facilities at 
the rear of the Hall in which they ask the Council to  
consider relieving them of the responsibility and cost of 
maintaining this resource.  After discussion it was agreed 
that the Council are in favour of keeping this facility open 
and are willing to take over the responsibility and will  
investigate cost saving ideas which could include an  
electric hand dryer would obviate the need for paper  
tissues. 
 

58.3   Review of DCC Lower Hare Farm  
Cllr Miles reported that the Council have withdrawn the 
application for a Judicial Review but are moving forward 
with engaging with the Environment Agency to request a 
public consultation should an application be submitted by a 
potential operator for a permit to create an operating  
landfill at Lower Hare Farm and to deal with the  
environmental issues that have not been adequately  
addressed by Devon County Council.   
 

58.4   Vehicle Activated Speed Signs 
Following the representation made by Mr Mingo at the  
beginning of the meeting the positioning of the VAS  
signage was discussed and it was agreed that the sign 
should be temporarily moved to an alternative post at  
Nadderwater until further investigations had been  
completed regarding the current location and other flexible 
locations can be agreed with Highways.. 
 

58.5   Action on Climate Change 
It was reported that the meeting held on Saturday last had 
proved a great success with approximately 50 people  
attending and had generated a great deal of local  
awareness of the issues.  Cllr Llewelyn will be writing an 
account for the magazine and thanked all those who had 
helped with the event.. 
 

58.6   Reported Dumping activity on land at Pound Lane/
Hill Lane 
Cllr Miles had attempted to investigate this but had been 
unsuccessful in taking it further. 
 

58.7   Teignbridge Consultation – Local Plan development 
sites – Attwells Farm 
A response had been sent to Teignbridge District Council 
regarding the unsuitability this site. 
 

58.8   Dog bin/litter bins in Parish and 2 waste bins for 
Crossway Park 
These had now been delivered and bins had been sited 
including one at Heath Cross.. 
 

58.9   Dog waste bins and re-siting due to complaints  
Cllr Dyer reported on feedback which she had received 
from parishioners regarding the siting of bins.  The  
responses were noted by the Council and discussed but a 
decision was made that they remain in current positions for 
the time being. 
 

58.10  Crossway Park  
Cllr Fairley reported that Mr Blades had made some  
adjustments to the swings and they would be continually 
monitored  Replacement lettering was being arranged for  
 

(Continued on page 17) 

(Continued from page 13) 
 

• The conversion to be used for holiday purposes only and 
not to be used for permanent residence. 

• To introduce measures to restore and enhance  
biodiversity. 

• To address potential light spill both from internal and  
external sources 

 

Grants of Conditional Planning Permission 
57.7    21/00811/LBC  Remove cemented and lime  
render to external walls and repair areas with lime putty 
and install new lime render with a lime paint and remove 
concrete slab and install French drains at Chants Cottage, 
Heath Cross. 
 

57.8    21/00895/FUL  New dwelling replacing existing  
agricultural barn at Friars Ball Farm, Rowhorne Road. 
 

57.9    19/00202/FUL  Formation of a slurry pit to work 
with the approved shed at Upper Kingswell Farm,  
Longdown. 
 

57.10 21/01271/HOU  Detached garage at Ham Farm, 
Tedburn Road. 
 

57.11 21/01177/FUL  New dwelling replacing existing 
agricultural barn and outbuildings at Higher Hare. 
 

57.12 21/00554/FUL  Construction of one hardstanding 
area with excavation and drainage works, upgrade to  
existing access track with fencing at Oakhay, Tedburn 
Road. 
 

57.13 21/00472/FUL  Fodder, bedding and machinery 
store at Glebe Farm 
 

57.14 21/01490/HOU  Single storey side extension at 
Hindcross. 
 

Grant of Request for Prior Approval 
57.15 21/01452/NPA  Application for a Prior Approval 
under Part 3 Class Q (a) and (b) and paragraph W of the 
GDPO change of use of agricultural building to a dwelling 
at Apple Orchard Barn, Styles Barton. 
 

Prior Approval not required 
57.16 21/01666/AGR & 21/01667/AGR Agricultural 
building at Woodhay Farm. 
 

Refusal of request for prior approval 
57.17 21/01530/NPA  Application for Prior Approval 
under Part 3 Class Q (a) and (b) paragraph W of the 
GDPO for change of use of two agricultural buildings into 
two residential dwellings at Hackworthy Farm, Hackworthy 
Lane. 
 

57.18 21/01581/NPA  Application for Prior Approval 
under Part 3 Class Q (a) paragraph W of the GDPO for 
change of use of two agricultural buildings into two resi-
dential dwellings at Hackworthy Farm, Hackworthy Lane. 
(dated 31

st
 August) 

 

Application withdrawn 
57.19 21/00905  Dwelling to replace existing  
agricultural building at Styles Barton Meadow. 
 
58. MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 
58.1   Refurbishment of No.1 School House 
Cllr Belt reported that the painting and decorating were 
going ahead and this should be finished next week.  The 
chimneys had been swept at a cost of £90 but only the 
one on the first floor could be used as a fireplace and the 
other two closed off.  Three quotes for installation of  
carpets and vinyl flooring had been obtained and the 
quote for £885 from Market Carpets had been accepted 
and the work will be completed on Sunday, 26

th
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(Continued from page 15) 
 

HMS Whitestone and then to be varnished.  It was  
reported that Mitchell Tree Surgery will be trimming trees in 
the playground on the 1

st
 October and notices will be dis-

played that the Park will be closed during this time.  They 
will also be dealing with the trees on the green area near 
the bus stop with the total cost of £230.00. 
 
59.   MATTERS RAISED BY THE CHAIRMAN 
Cllr Miles read a letter of complaint she had received from 
the owners of Chants Cottage regarding the proposed 
glamping site.  It was felt by the applicants that the Parish 
Council had not been welcoming and friendly, although 
they had the option to attend a meeting and discuss their 
application but it had been a retrospective planning  
application following an enforcement officer visit and  
considerable community objection.  Cllr Miles said that she 
would respond but would be advising that the ultimate  
decision was made by Teignbridge against policy and the 
Parish were only asked for comments. 
 
60. FINANCE  
60.1   Bank balances as at Nat West Bank as at 31

st
 August 

2021 

 
 
60.2   Conclusion of Annual Audit by External Auditors PKF 
Littlejohn LLP 
Notices regarding the satisfactory conclusion of the Annual 
Audit will be displayed on Parish noticeboards and on the 
Whitestone Website. The External Auditor concluded that 
that Parish should ensure that it has regard to the level of 
reserves held when considering future precept requests.  
 

Income   
60.3    2 School Houses rent/insurance to 1

st
 September 

2021 £825.00 - £109.20 (includes £18.20 VAT) =   £715.80 
60.4    2 School Houses rent to 1

st
 October 2021  

£825.00 - £79.20 (includes £13.20 VAT)   =   £745.80 
  

Expenditure   
The following expenditure was proposed and seconded for 
payment.  All in favour ad the cheques were signed by 
Councillors Miles and Belt. 
60.5 Mr L Blades – July (Cheque 589 dated 11/8/21)  
               £348.75   
60.6 Teignbridge District Council (Council Tax for 1 School 
Houses) (Cheque 590 dated 11/8/21)        £155.04  
60.7 Richard & Son - Chimney sweep at  
 No 1 School Houses (cheque 591)         £90.00 
60.8 TWM Traffic Control Systems Ltd   
 (includes £1,140.92 VAT) (cheque 592)   £6,845.52  
60.9 Market Carpets (cheque 593)        £885.00  
60.10 Mrs P Vaughan – Clerk’s expenses/ 
    quarterly salary (cheque 594)          £475.59  
60.11 HM Revenue & Customs  
   (Clerk’s income tax on salary) (cheque 595)    £81.80  
60.12 Mr L Blades – (cheque 596)August        £356.91 
60.13 PKF Littlejohn LLP (Annual Audit) 
  (includes £40 VAT) (cheque 597)        £240.00  
60.14 Mr H Netherway (noticeboard at Parish Hall) £435.00  
   (cheque 598) 
60.15 Teignbridge District Council (Council Tax 
    for 1 School Houses) (cheque 599)       £154.00  
60.16 S Andrews Electrical (smoke alarms at 2 
    School House (paid through Carter Geering)  £65.00  

Current A/c £200.00 

Business Reserve A/c 1 £40,095.08 

Business Reserve A/c 2 £3,417.15 

  £43,712.23 

61. REPORTS 
61.1 Cllr Bryant reported that the grit bin at Church corner 
has been damaged and to be checked before winter. 
 

61.2 Cllr Belt said that it is noted that the Whitestone sign 
near the bus stop needed painting and this was on the 
worklist for the Lengthsman but this will be left until the  
current flowers have died back and Mr Blades will then do 
this. 
 

61.3 Cllr Dyer said that it is with regret that she wishes to 
retire from the Council owing to family pressures and Cllr 
Miles thanked her for all her work during her time with the 
Council. 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the  
Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 14

th
 October 2021. 

 
The meeting closed at 10pm 
 

JUST FOR FUN 
 

SENIOR DRIVING 
Two elderly women were out driving in a large car - both 
could barely see over the dashboard. As they were  
cruising along, they came to a major crossroad.  
The traffic light was red, but they just went on through. 
 

The woman in the passenger seat thought to herself, "I 
must be losing it. I could have sworn we just went through 
a red light." 
 

After a few more minutes, they came to another major 
junction and the light was red. Again, they drove right 
through. 
  

The woman in the passenger seat was almost sure that 
the light had been red but was really concerned that she 
was losing it. She was getting nervous.  
   

At the next junction, sure enough, the light was red and 
they drove on through. 
  

She turned to the other woman and said,  
"Mildred, did you know that we've just gone through three 
red lights in a row?  
You could have killed us both!"    
 
Mildred turned to her and replied, "Oh! Am I driving?" 

 

CROSSWAYS PLAYPARK 
ONE DAY CLOSURE 

 
Please note that the Crossways Playpark, behind the  

Parish Hall, will be closed on  
 

Friday 8th October 2021 
 

Work is to be carried out by a tree surgeon 
to trim all the trees 
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BOOKING THE PARISH HALL 
 

The Whitestone Parish Hall is now open 
for bookings. 

  

Contact the Booking Clerk, Caroline  
Honeywill, for the latest information. 

 

Tel: 01392 811245 email: carolinehoneywill@icloud.com 

JOBS FOR THE  PARISH LINESMAN 
 

If you notice any damage to Parish property, build up 
of litter, blocked roadside ditches, or any other matter 
that would improve the environment and well-being of 
Parishioners or visitors within the Parish boundaries, 
please contact the Parish Linesman’s line manager: 
 

Cllr Mary Belt on 01392 811374 
 

who will liaise with the Parish Council and schedule 
the tasks. 

WANTED 
 

GRASS KEEP FOR SHEEP 
in the WHITESTONE AREA 

 

Please contact: 
MARLON WARREN 
RAMSLADE FARM 

 

07500 681817 
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MARY’S DAIRY DIARY 
SEPTEMBER ON THE FARM 

 

NATURE  
The countryside falls quiet. The morning – and noon and 
night – a chorus of birdsong falls quiet.  It’s the quiet of rich 
plenty and repletion. Do whatever will take you through 
winter. Get fat. Go south. Hide and sleep the winter away. 
Acorns, beech mast, pine cones lie abundantly. We sorrow 
when the house martins leave, somehow companionable 
and familiar as they have scythed the skies in  
ever-increasing numbers through the summer and  
chattered under the eaves. One day, they collect on the 
trees and electricity line, and the next they are gone on 
their longest sleepless journey to Africa. Insects have a 
brief glory day, heavy and sleepy, as the skies no longer 
have that swooping menace. Then  the flies, butterflies, 
moths, wasps, bees, hornets damsel flies, dragonflies and 
all the myriad of insects disappear: where do they all go? 
Do adults age slowly over the winter, hiding in nooks and 
crannies, to emerge for a final burst of procreation in the 
spring, or do they lay eggs, larvae or nymphs that lie 
dormant and hatch in the spring? Some and some, says 
Google, not dispelling the mystery of creatures seeking the 
continuance of their kind.  
 
AR ABLE  
Harvest is in. The shed grains emerge in a green trail 
where they came over the back of the combine. It is just 
the tiny grains the combine with all its clever mechanism 
couldn’t distinguish as harvestable. We take the grain and 
straw to feed and bed ours and others’ animals, and we 
spread the resulting manure back to nourish the soil and 
restore it. We’ve sown the grass and red clover on the 
most needy arable fields, to give them the balm of  
continuous rooting and the magic of clover pulling nitrogen 
from the air into the soil for a couple of years, and they are 
already a carpet of green and perfect little clover plants. 
We start to sow the wheat, barley and oats. The oats is the 
only human edible crop we grow, going to morning  
porridge. Our soils and climate don’t grow milling wheat or 
malting barley well. Our landscape is a celebration of the 
symbiosis of humans and animals.  
 

Now we cut hedges. Our Devon hedges perch on earth 
banks, some dating from our ancestors’ first clearing of the 
land for farming: some of the oldest human made artefacts 
in the landscape: you can count eight or more species in a 
30 metre run, each species indicating a century. Each one 
feels like a piece of wildwood, a memory of wild times, 
wildlife highways snaking across the landscape. They are 
full of fruit at this time. We cut carefully, on a 3 or even five 
year rotation, leaving fruit and seeds in the uncut majority. 
If we forget to cut, they spread wider and wider, many me-
tres deep into the fields. We cut them back, keeping young 
wood growing. They give shelter and some herbs for ani-
mals, to self medicate. My horse always loved hogweed 
leaves, grabbing a mouthful as we ambled past.  
 
 

COWS  
August born calves are enjoying a little outside in the fine 
weather before it gets too cold and wet for their fine coats 
and tender age. They have milk until they are well grown: 
they grow extraordinarily fast at this time, designed to get 
big enough to keep up with the herd to escape predators. 
As herd animals, cattle show no pain that would mark 
them out as a target for predators, so it’s up to us to  
remember that when we are caring for them, and give pain 
relief when something would hurt us, not wait for them to 
show distress.  
 

The clover in the swards takes off at this time of year, 
spreads across the ground, nutritious leaves soft and  
tender. It’s been a blessed season for grazing, rain at all 
the right times, good growth all the way through the year. 
We’ve made lots of silage and even hay this year: I have a 
warm feeling in my stomach to see the barns and silage 
pits full for winter.    
 

The spring cows are enjoying the clover, as they start 
slowing up for their winter break. By contrast, the August 
calving cows have their work starting. The pastures are 
full of feed for them, grown when they needed less on 
their pre-calving holiday. Grass still grows well and leafy 
until the cooler weather comes, and they will eat into that 
grass until they come inside finally in early winter. We aim 
for them to graze the grass short enough to make the new 
growth clean and winter-proof: no lank and mouldy leaves 
that will be damaged by frost. The richness of the grass 
restores the cows from the rigours of calving. I love to see 
them move quickly from battered and tender after calving, 
to business-like grazing and shining coats as they get 
back into milking equilibrium.    
 
CHEESE D AIRY  
The cheese dairy is immaculate after our annual  
shutdown. We now enjoy the September milk, a good  
balance from the two herds, and make cheese for next 
year’s Christmas.  
 
RECIPE  
We are still eating courgettes or zucchinis: nothing ette or 
ini about the monster fruit that grows from these  
indefatigable plants. We’ve been slicing them horizontally 
in quarters, and baking them at 200°C for 45 minutes to 
an hour to tame them. We add a spray of olive oil, sea salt 
and chilli flakes. They take on a sweet and nutty note with 
the long baking. And they are very heaven with a  
generous amount of Quickes’s Mature Cheddar grated 
over them and melted at the last minute. It adds an  
umami breadth of flavour. We’ve been eating these every 
supper time for the last month or so, and eating any  
leftovers cold for lunch and I haven’t tired of them yet.  
 

Mary Quicke 

If you have any comments to make on the content, 
layout or any other matters concerning this  
magazine, please contact the Editor: 
 

Mrs Jennifer Kellagher, East Rowhorne,  
Nadderwater, Exeter  EX4 2LQ. 
Tel: 01392 273864.   
We always welcome any suggestions to improve the 
magazine. 
 

If you wish to place an advertisement, please  
contact the editor for the current rates. 
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ACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Established since 1981  
 

Fully Insured 
 

Any amount large or small -  
Domestic & Commercial 

 

Prompt Reliable Service -  
Available 7 days a week 

 

Free Quotations - Competitive Prices 
 

Tel: 01392 430988 
 

Highfield, Rowhorne Road 
Nadderwater, Exeter, EX4 2JE 

mail: acescaffolding@yahoo.co. uk 

   DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Sun 3 October 
Whitestone Walkers 
Meet at Finch Foundry Car Park  
Sticklepath  10.00am 

Mon 11 October 
Book Club 
Parish Hall 2.00 - 4.00pm 

Thu 14 October 
Arts & Crafts Morning 
Parish Hall 
9.30 am - midday 

Thu 14 October 
Parish Council 
Main Hall  7.30 - 10.00 pm 

Fri 15 October 
Cuban Airwaves 
Parish Hall  7.30 - 9.30pm 

Mon 18 October 
Garden Club 
Main Hall  7.45 - 9.45pm 

Tue 19 October 
Flower Arranging 
Parish Hall  2.00 - 4.00pm 

Thu 21 October 
Social Club Music Evening 
Parish Hall  6.30 - 10.00pm 

WEEKLY EVENTS IN OCTOBER 2021 

Day Dates Event 

Mon 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th 
Pilates - Whitestone 
Parish Hall  
6.15 to 7.15pm 

Tues 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th 
Baby & Toddler 
Parish Hall 
9.30 to midday 

Tues 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th 
Short Mat Bowls 
Parish Hall 
7.30 to 9.30pm 

Wed 6th,13th, 20th & 27th 
Short Mat Bowls - 
Parish Hall 
10.00am to noon 

Thu 7th, 28th 
Village Voices 
Parish Hall 
8.00 - 10.00pm 

Fri 1st, 8th  & 22nd 
Short Mat Bowls  
Parish Hall 
7.30 to 9.30pm 
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The last date for  contributions to the 
next Parish Magazine (NOVEMBER) is 

 

Saturday 16th October 
 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

magazine@superjock.co.uk 

BOOK CLUB  
 

Compelling, brilliant, unsettling, allegorical, magical, 
thought provoking, complicated, challenging to read - 
these were some of the comments from book club  
members on “The High Mountains of Portugal” by 
Yann Martel. They led to an interesting and very lively  
discussion at our September meeting. 
 

Like its celebrated predecessor, Booker Prize winner  
Life of Pi, Martel’s “High Mountains" is a surreal ,  
philosophical novel structured in three parts spanning 
nine decades of the last century. Subtly connected to 
each other by characters, locations and ideas, each  
section challenges readers to explore their under-
standing of faith, bereavement and even humanity’s 
place in the hierarchy of living creatures. A man 
thrown into walking backwards by heartbreak goes in 
search of an artefact that could unsettle history and 
avenge the loss of his lover and child. A woman  
carries her dead husband to a doctor in a suitcase for 
a disturbing and surprising autopsy. A Canadian  
senator begins a new life in Portugal, the home of his 
ancestors, in the company of a chimp called Odo.  
 

These stories of journeying to seek a spiritual home 
are woven by Martel into a moving, atmospheric 
book, funny at times, profound at others in which  
topics as diverse as Agatha Christie murder mysteries 
and slavery find a place. Three journeys, three broken 
hearts, two questions - what is a life without stories 
and how do you choose between reason and faith? 
We concluded: you take your own messages from 
this book and make your own sense of it . 
 

We spent two hours reviewing it and everyone 
brought a unique contribution to the discussion. No 
wonder we needed two cups of tea ! 
 

Our next meeting is on Monday October 11th when 
we will review The Gustav Sonata by Rose Tremain. 
 

Jane Rose & Annabelle Birchall  

 

VILLAGE VOICES 
 

Village voices is going to be continuing albeit in a  
slightly different format and we would greatly  
welcome anyone who would like to join us on a 
Thursday evening between 8.00 - 9.30 pm.   
 

If you enjoy singing but don’t read music, that is not a 
problem as many of us don’t but we all enjoy a fun 
time just singing together. Come along for a taster 
session on either the 7th or 28th October, or see us 
at the village music evening on 21st October.   
 

Don’t be shy give us try! 

COVID19 - Government shielding programme ends 
 

More than 52,000 people in Devon, previously identified 
as clinically extremely vulnerable to COVID-19, will be 
informed by the government that the national shielding 
programme has ended. 
 

It means that their details will no longer be held on the 
Shielded Patient List and they will not be advised to 
shield in the future. The government will also not be 
providing specific national guidance for them to follow 
and instead advise that, as a minimum, they should  
continue to follow the same guidance as everyone else. 
 

However, if you have a health condition you may want to 
consider, alongside any advice from your clinician, if  
additional precautions are right for you. This could  
include: 
 

• get all recommended doses of the COVID-19 vaccine 
if you have not done so already 
 

• meeting people you don't live with outside where  
possible 
 

• making sure the space is well ventilated if you meet 
inside; open windows and doors or take other action  
to let in plenty of fresh air 
 

• washing your hands regularly and avoiding touching 
your face 
 

• considering whether you and those you are meeting 
have been vaccinated – you might want to wait until  
14 days after everyone’s second dose of a COVID-19   
vaccine before being in close contact with others 
 

• considering continuing to practice social distancing if  
that feels right for you and your friends 
 

• asking friends and family to take a rapid lateral flow 
device (LFD) test before visiting you 
   

• asking visitors to your home to wear face coverings 
 

Based on guidance from the 
Department of Health & Social Care  

Published 15 September 2021 

 
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/shielding-programme-

ends-for-most-vulnerable 

 

KENN DEANERY FESTIVAL 2021 
 

If you hear ringing in your 
ears from 2.00 pm on 
 

Saturday 2nd October  2021 
 

it could be due to a bell  
ringing festival being held at 
St Catherine's Church. 
 

About 26 bell ringers from 
neighbouring churches in the 
Kenn Deanery will form teams to celebrate and 
demonstrate their skill. No judging will take 
place as it is a festival but participants will  
receive a certificate to mark their attendance. 
 

Thanks are due to Kay Norrington for providing 
the use of their Tythe Barn and for helping to 
serve the teas and cream teas for participants. 
 

Whitestone Bell Ringers 
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A SIMPLE WAY OF UNDERSTANDING THE 
SPREAD AND RISKS OF COVID INFECTIONS 
 

I pass this on from a Professor of Medicine at Oxford  
University. It’s a simple idea but I’ve found it very useful in 
thinking about how covid spreads. 
 

We know that the Covid virus can be carried in fine floating 
particulates. To understand how these might impact you, 
think of being indoors, say in a pub, a restaurant, a theatre 
or a cinema, etc.  If a person with Covid was in the same 
room and smoking, could you smell the smoke? 
  
Make the assumption that say, 10 per 100 people in the 
room will have Covid. (The UK’s current Covid prevalence 
rate is 109.5 cases for every 1000 people as of 16 Sept 
2021). So more than 1 in 10 are carriers of the Covid  
virus. This is despite our high rate of vaccination. The rate 
in non-immunised populations, such as young people, will 
be higher). If 1 in every 10 people in the room were  
smoking, would you smell the smoke? Smelling smoke 
means you are breathing in what others have exhaled. 
This gives you a rough clue about the risk you are taking 
by being in that room.  
 

Obviously, other factors will be operating: the smaller the 
number of people in the room, the less likely it will be that 
there will be a “smoker” amongst them; the bigger the 
room the less likely it is that you’d smell the “smoke” (or 
the less strongly you would smell it); the better the  
ventilation the less strongly you’d smell the “smoke”, the 
longer you stayed in the room the more likely you would be 
to become aware of the “smoke”, and so on. Also the  
higher number of people in the population “smoking”, the 
more risky it is for other people. 
 

It’s obviously a very simple analogy but you may find it 
useful when thinking about what to do, and what not to do 
over the coming months. 

Guy Fielding 

Horizon Consulting Engineers were employed by the  
owners of West Town Farm, a Grade II listed heritage 
property sitting directly south and downhill of the  
application site, to submit a report due to their fears  
regarding the geology in respect of land slip and potential 
flooding of the Alphinbrook watercourse. There is no  
evidence provided by the applicants that the proposed  
surface water drainage system will operate effectively, nor 
to demonstrate that it will not cause an increase in flood 
risk on the site, on adjacent land or downstream. This 
evidence is required in line with SuDS for Devon Guidance 
(2017) and national policies, including NPPF and PPG.” 
 

They then go on to point out that one of the more  
predictable effects of the now inevitable temperature  
increases as a result of climate change is an increased  
incidence of (unpredictable) bursts of very heavy rainfall 
and the flash floods that result. The risk of land slip will 
therefore increase over those predicted by current models 
and perhaps make the risk of such a disaster almost  
inevitable. 
 

As a community it is essential that we make it clear to the 
EA that the granting of a licence would be an entirely  
irresponsible act, and one to which the community is  
overwhelmingly opposed.    
 

Thank you to all members of the Whitestone Parish Coun-
cil for taking the lead on this. The ball is now very clearly in 
the EA’s court. 
Guy Fielding (Chair, and on behalf of STAWL) 

THE WASTE SITE, THE PARISH COUNCIL, THE 
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY AND STAWL 
 

As we noted in the last (Sept 2021) edition of the Parish 
Magazine, although Lower Hare Farm has been given  
conditional planning approval by Devon County Council, in 
order for it to be used as a waste disposal site, a licence to 
operate has to be obtained from the Environment Agency. 
A waste site cannot operate without this licence. And in 
controversial cases the EA are obliged to conduct a Public 
Consultation regarding the granting of an Operator’s  
Licence.  
 

In order to make sure that we, as a community, are kept 
informed about any application for an Operator’s Licence, 
Cllr Tanya Miles on behalf of Whitestone Parish Council 
has written to the Environment Agency both to ask them to 
keep us updated on any application and, if any application 
is received, to ensure that Public Consultation takes place 
before such an application is considered. 
 

I think it is worth quoting directly from the Parish Council’s 
excellent letter: 
 

“Request for Public Consultation on any application for an 
EA permit at Lower Hare Farm, Whitestone Exeter  
EX4 2HW or EX4 2HH .. for an Inert Landfill for the  
disposal of inert subsoils and topsoil. 
 

Whitestone Parish Council request that we are notified if a 
potential operator submits an application to permit a landfill 
disposal site at Lower Harm Farm Whitestone. If an  
application is made, we request that a full public  
consultation should be arranged and a full and  
comprehensive investigation of the possible operation of 
the site be conducted.” 
The letter then goes on to set out the grounds for this  
request and just a few of the many concerns regarding this 
site.  And they also note that: 
 

“This planning application (Ref DCC/4101/2018) has been 
the subject of much debate and anxiety since the local 
community found out about it and it is most aptly described 
as highly contentious and controversial.”   
 

What should be of particular concern to the EA, in the  
context of their management of any such application, is the 
letter’s note that, “This (the community’s) concern was  
initially sparked by the fact that there was no “Community 
Consultation” and no reason given for not providing that 
opportunity which is contrary to both the waste planning 
guidelines and also the NPPF regulations.” For the EA not 
to now hold a Public Consultation would be a particularly 
blatant and unacceptable dismissal of the interests and 
concerns of the communities most directly affected by any 
such operation and would undoubtedly invoke serious 
challenge. 
 

Of course, a particular concern should any waste site ever 
operate on Yonder Hare Down is the risk of serious  
landslides, either while the tip is being built, or at some 
point long after operations have ceased (The waste tip at 
Aberfan had been completed many years before, but that 
did not, tragically, mean that the risk of landslide went 
away). This issue was given little or no attention by DCC’s 
planners and the DMC in their consideration of the  
application. 
 

The Parish Council do address this issue: 
 

“Furthermore there are fundamental concerns regarding 
flood risk and stability and the consequences of dumping 
700,000 tonnes of earth on a steeply sloping hillside. No 
stability risk assessment has been undertaken. Movement 
of water through these clayey soils is slow and they are 
waterlogged for long periods over the winter (Wetness 
Class IV - V) due to slowly permeable clayey subsoils. 
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WHITESTONE SOCIAL CLUB 
(Secretary Bryan Durrant 01392 811328) 
 

Thursday 21
st

 October      Music Evening  Start 7.00pm 
Showcasing the musical talent in the village. (open to  
non-members and free). If you wish to perform then 
please contact Peter Hanson on 01392 811878. 
 

Monday 22
nd

 November Sue and Ivan Godfrey - “A 
taste of Spain”, a presentation on their six-week trek in 
Andalucia. 
 

The Social Club normally meets monthly, mostly in the 
Parish Hall, and is a great opportunity to meet other  
people. After the speaker, there is normally a social “bring 
and share” food and drink session. All existing annual 
memberships paid for 2019/20 have been extended until 
1 December 2021. Membership is £12 per annum, but 
non-members are most welcome to join us at meetings in 
the hall (except for the anniversary meal) on an  
occasional basis at a cost of £3.00 per evening.  
Meetings in the hall normally start at 7:30pm.  
 
WHITESTONE GARDEN CLUB 
We will meet in the large hall 7.30pm. Lori from Shute 
Farm is coming to speak and demonstrate! 
Pumpkins and Squashes!!!   Refreshment /Raffle 
Visitors very welcome £4.00 
Contacts Philip 01647 61419  Gill 811585     
 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Please contact the Parish Clerk, Pat Vaughan, for the 
latest information.  (01392 411628) or view the 
Whitestone website www.whitestone-devon.org.uk 
 
CUBAN AIRWAVES 
We are a band of amateur musicians and singers who 
enjoy getting together to play a wide range of music and 
songs. We started with some great Cuban music and  
later added Scottish, Irish and European popular music to 
our repertoire. 
 

If you play or are learning to play an instrument or would 
like to sing or have a chance to play your instrument or 
sing with others, why not come along and join us. All  
music is provided. There is a small charge of £2.00  
towards hire of the hall. Please turn up and give it a try. 
 

We also enjoy playing at the Annual Social Club Concert 
which, this year, is on the 21

st
 October 2021. 

For further details, contact Dave Lee on 01392 811579  
 
SHORT MAT BOWLS 
We normally meet THREE times a week except for the 
third Friday in the month when the Parish Hall honours a 
previous booking. 
  Tuesday   7.30 - 9.30 pm 
  Wednesday 10.00 am - midday 
  Friday   7.30 - 9.30 pm 
The cost is only £2.00 (50p for 16s and under) including 
tea/coffee and a biscuit. 
 

To protect the green mat (rink), please wear soft shoes 
with completely flat soles if you have them. If not, bowling 
in socks is perfectly OK. Why not come along and have a 
go. There is no need to have your own bowls as we have 
plenty of sets available. 
 
FLOWER ARRANGING CLASS   
OCTOBER, TUESDAY 19th 2.30pm Main Hall 
Contact Gill 811585  

WHITESTONE WALKERS 

Next Walk: Sunday 3rd October 2021 

Starting from Finch Foundry Car Park at 10.00 am 
Map Ref SX 941 642   Post Code EX20 2NW 
 

The walk will be about 6.8 miles but could change on 
the day depending upon the weather. 
Again, weather dependant, the walk will include Skeigh 
Valley or Cawsand/Hound Tor and the Standing Stones 
Circle. 
 

The terrain could be uneven and boots, with ankle  
protection, are recommended. 
Herb Piper  
 

PILATES AND EXERCISE THERAPY 
Pilates with Caroline Dodd is on Monday evening in the 
Parish Hall from 6.15 to 7.15 pm. for all levels and  
abilities. Pilates can help improve posture, reduce pain 
and help you move more freely to improve your quality 
of life. 
 

£7.00 per class or £25.00 monthly.  
 

Please get in touch with Caroline if you have any  
questions or to book the Exercise Therapy class. Mobile 
07791105987 or email caroline_dodd@sky.com 
 
HANDBELLS 
We have a lovely set of handbells, but not enough  
people to ring them all, and we would like to start  
ringing again. 
 

If you would be willing to have a go, please contact  
Brian Durrant on 811 328 for details. You would be very 
welcome. 

 
VILLAGE VOICES 
If anyone knows of someone who may be interested in 
taking on the role leading the choir, please ask them to 
get in touch with one of the committee:  
   Bryan Durrant  01392 811328   
  Gill Oakey   01392 811585   
  Jane Rose   01647270109  
  Margaret Nierop 01647 61419. 
We would welcome any new members who may be  
interested in joining us. All ages welcome but under 16's 
must be accompanied by an adult.  Just come along. 
No audition required and the only requirement is a love 
of singing! 
 
CHURCH BELL RINGING 
If you are interested in learning how to ring, please  
contact James Bryant on 01393 811391 for more  
information. Practice night is every Thursday at 7.30pm. 
 
ARTS AND CRAFTS MORNINGS - AUTUMN TERM  
Are you trying to finish a painting, some sewing,  
knitting or anything else? Come along to Whitestone 
Parish Hall Billiard Room and give yourself time to finish 
off your project. Enjoy tea/coffee and a chat while you 
work on your project or try a new skill. 
  TIME: 9.30 TO MIDDAY  COST: £2 PER SESSION 
Mask wearing will not be compulsory but will be left to 
personal choice. 
 

Forthcoming Dates for Arts and Crafts: 
October 14th, Nov.11th & Dec.9th 
 

For further information contact Marian Durrant 01392 
811328 or Nikki Phillips 07763 879897 



24 

 

I 
N 
D 
E 
X 
 

T 
O 
 

A 
D 
V 
E 
R 
T 
I 
S 
E 
R 
S 

ANIMALS Ford Farm Dogs p8 Dog boarding 

  Louise Blades p8 Saddles, etc. 

  Purrfect Cats' Hotel p10 Cat boarding 

     

BUILDERS ACE Scaffolding p20 Scaffolding 

& HOMES Complete Mobile Valeting p8 Carpet/Upholstery cleaning 

  Exe Gas & Oil p10 Plumbing & Heating 

  Gareth J Clatworthy p8 Painter/Decorator 

  H G Talbot p8 Builder 

  Henry J Netherway p10 Carpenter 

  Homeworks p10 Home maintenance 

  Jonathan Miles p8 Chimney sweep 

  Luggy's p18 Maintenance 

  Newspace Architecture p16 Conversions/extensions, etc 

 Robert Williams p14 Estate Agent 

  RM House & Commercial p8 House Clearance 

  Stephen Heathcote p8 Surveyer 

  Steve Gillard p14 Builder 

  Tim Allan & Daughters p14 House clearance, removals, etc 

  T P Wainwright p6 Builder 

  West Coast Windows p4 Windows 

     

CAR SERVICING White Horse p20 Servicing all makes 

     

ELECTRICAL SERVICES ACS Electrical Services p18 Rewires, maintenance, etc 

  Dartmoor PC p6 Computer service & repairs 

  Graham Cheriton p6 Contractor, Shows &  PA systems 

  Kevin Osborne p14 Aerials & satellite 

     

FARM & GARDEN Kevin Dinnis p4 Tractor work 

  Kevin Dinnis p16 Garden help 

  Laurence Blades p18 House & garden maintenance  

  Marlon Warren p18 Grass keep for sheep wanted 

  Mowers & Strimmers p4 Repairs 

    

FUNERAL SERVICES Crossways Woodland Burials p4 Burials 

  Fine Memorials p10 Memorials 

  LeRoy Funerals p8 Funerals 

  Mitchell Funeral Services p10 Funerals 

     

PERSONAL SERVICES  Castle support p10 Care 

  Sally White p16 Foot Health 

     

RETIREMENT VILLAGE  Millbrook p18 Millbrook Village  

     

SEWING Mary Belt p8 Curtains/Alterations 

     

STORES Tedburn Village Stores p6 Including mobile store  

     

STORAGE White Horse Self Storage p16 Self storage 


