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with 
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ST. THOMAS, OLDRIDGE 
 

P a r i s h   M a g a z i n e 
 
 

 
       Rector 

 

Reverend Martin Wood, The Rectory, Church Lane,  
Cheriton Bishop  EX6 6HY  01647 24119 

 
 

Whitestone and Oldridge Churchwardens 
 

Dr. Jane Richards, Quarryfield House, Whitestone  EX4 2JS 
(01392 811492) 

 

Kay Norrington, Glebe House, Church Lane, Whitestone  
EX4 2LF    (Mobile: 07717 826711  Tel: 01392 811428) 

 

A Merry Christmas to all our readers 

DECEMBER 2021 Price 50p 
Annually £5 
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NORTH KENN MISSION COMMUNITY 

 

SERVICE ROTA FOR DECEMBER 2021 
 

Sunday  December 5
th

 
 

  9.30 am    Whitestone     Holy Communion        Revd Martin Wood 
  9.30 am   Holcombe Burnell Holy Communion       Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.00 am  Tedburn St Mary  Informal Worship     Revd Martin Wood 
  3.00 pm  Pathfinder    Holy Communion    Revd Martin Wood 
  6.00 pm   Cheriton Bishop  Evening Prayer       Revd Martin Wood 
 
Thursday  December 9

th 
 

 10.30 am  Pathfinder    Holy Communion    Revd Martin Wood 
 
Sunday  December  12

th
     

 

  9.30 am    Whitestone     Parish Communion   Revd Tim Gorringe 
  9.30 am   Holcombe Burnell BCP Communion       Revd Martin Wood 
11.00 am  Cheriton Bishop  Family Service      Revd Martin Wood 
  3.00 pm  Oldridge    Carol Service       Revd Martin Wood 
  3.00 pm  Pathfinder   Prayer and Fellowship       
  3.00 pm  Tedburn St Mary  Evening Prayer      Revd Martin Wood 
   
Sunday  December 19

th 
   

 

11.00 am  Whitestone    Carols               Revd Martin Wood 
  3.00 pm  Pathfinder   Carols        Revd Martin Wood 
  3.00 pm  Tedburn St Mary  Carols             Revd Tim Gorringe 
  6.00 pm   Cheriton Bishop  Carols          Revd Tim Gorringe 
  6.00 pm   Holcombe Burnell Carols        Revd Martin Wood  
 
Thursday  December 23

rd
 
 
 

 10.30 am  Pathfinder    Holy Communion    Revd Martin Wood 
 
Friday  December  24

th  
  Christmas Eve  

 

  4.00 pm  Tedburn St Mary  Crib Service       Revd Martin Wood 
11.00 pm  Tedburn St Mary  Midnight Mass     Revd Martin Wood 
11.15 pm  Whitestone            Midnight Mass     Revd Tim Gorringe 
 
Saturday  December 25

th
  CHRISTMAS DAY 

 

10.00 am  Cheriton Bishop  Christmas Communion   Revd Tim Gorringe 
10.00 am  Holcombe Burnell Christmas Communion   Revd Martin Wood 
 
Sunday  December 26

th
   

 

10.00 am  Whitestone    Holy Communion     Revd Martin Wood 
 3.00 pm  Pathfinder   United Service    
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FROM THE RECTOR 

 
 

Christmas Hopes 
 

 
I wonder what type of Christmas you are looking forward to this year? I 
guess the answer to the question might be a traditional Christmas or a 
normal Christmas! This may be the hope that you have in the light of the 
experience of last Christmas. I suspect that I do not need to remind you 
of the five-day window for Christmas that shrunk to just one day, and the 
notion of socially distant families with all the windows opened to increase 
the ventilation, making Christmas distant and cold. Perhaps the  
Christmas mixing resulted in a positive test for Coronavirus. I guess we 
all want these events banished from our memories. I think that Christmas 
this year will still need to be measured and cautious. The hardest part is, 
how do you plan for what you do not know you will be able to do? There 
is also great uncertainty of what might be in short supply in the face of 
challenging supply chain difficulties.  
 
The interesting thought is that one year is never the same as another. 
Therefore, one Christmas can not be the same as another. There are  
often different people sitting around the Christmas meal table depending 
on which families can come for Christmas. I think people always try new 
ideas and recipes out at Christmas to make it more special. So  
Christmas is not a constant but a slowly evolving and developing event. 
The interesting part is after such a big change last year what will you be 
determined to regain and what will you be happy to let go?  Christmas 
going forward will likely be influenced by what we experienced last year. 
 
So what is important about Christmas? I hope that I will not offend by 
saying that neither food, drink or presents are really important. Instead, I 
believe that it is people and our relationship with them that makes  
Christmas a special time. Last Christmas was marked by an absence of 
important people. This Christmas I hope for the presence of the people I 
care most about. If things are as difficult as the gloomy people are  
predicting, what does it matter what we eat, drink or give. It is about  
being together and sharing time and memories that will make my  
Christmas special. 
 
It is always worth reflecting on the origin of Christmas, the birth of Jesus. 
It was very much a chaotic affair. Mary and Joseph could not find  
anywhere to stay. It was through the kindness of strangers that they  
ended up in the stable. I guess that Jesus’ arrival was a surprise to his 
parents who had hoped to be home in time for the birth.  Jesus’ arrival 
stirred people to give generously to people they did not know. I would 
want to remind people that Christmas should not be introspective only, 
what can we all collectively do to help neighbours in need or strangers 
struggling?  
 
 
Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY  

01647 24119 (Tuesday to Sunday) revwood163@gmail.com 
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If you would like a last resting place in 

beautiful countryside overlooking 
Dartmoor. 

 
Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie 

or Martin Chatfield 
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 

 

Tel:  01392 829800 
Fax: 01392 829808 

Unit 7 
GD Units 
Cofton Road 
Marsh Barton 
Exeter  
EX2 8QW 
 

Email:  info@westcoastwindows.co.uk 
Web:    www.westcoastwindows.co.uk 

 

Contact: Nigel Gribble or Mike Melluish 

 

ALUMINIUM  -  DOMESTIC  -  PVC WINDOWS 
DOORS  -  CONSERVATORIES  -  SHOP FRONTS 

  CURTAIN WALLING 
 
 

Raising Standards,  Installing Trust 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like a last resting place in 

beautiful countryside overlooking 
Dartmoor. 

 
Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie 

or Martin Chatfield 
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 
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COUNTERPOINT         

Apparently, not a single Cabinet minister has said they 
have a heat pump in their home.  To me, this suggests 
two things; that none of them has a newly built house 
and that, as individuals, they make rational decisions, 
even though this is less obvious when they act  
collectively. 
 

They will know that the cost of retro-fitting an existing 
property is prohibitive, with estimates varying wildly from 
£10,000 to £40,000 or more.  Reliable cost figures are 
hard to find as the installation of heat pumps in existing 
buildings is normally limited to major refurbishments. The 
true cost, practicality and disruption of retrofitting an  
average property will remain a matter of conjecture until 
a significant number of various house types have been 
converted, so who better to be the guinea pigs and bear 
the cost of this trial but the advocates? 
 

The 3kw (ground sourced) heat pump, installed when our 
house was build in 2006/7, required, for the heat source, 
two 100 metre lengths of coiled pipework buried 2  
metres underground.  An air sourced heat pump would 
obviate the need to dig up your garden but it is unlikely, 
even with excess capacity, that a conventional radiator 
system would produce a tolerable level of domestic 
warmth in a normally insulated house. Our heat pump for 
example, produces a maximum of 30°C and uses 190 sq 
metres of floor space as the emitter (radiator). It has 
been virtually trouble free since installation but is much 
noisier than a fridge (with which it is often compared) and 
does not produce heat on demand such as an oil or gas 
boiler will. It also relies on our (now) increasingly  
unreliable electricity supply. 
 

Whatever happened to the polar bear? I don’t mean the 
species but the (photo-shopped) one of a lonely bear 
adrift on a tiny piece of ice. It was a powerful image but 
this icon of the Global warming movement was for some 
reason displaced at COP26 by a seal mascot recycled 
from the 2018 European Championships. Could this be 
because the predicted decline in polar bear numbers has 
proved as false as most other predictions of impending 
disaster? 
 

After unregulated hunting stopped in 1973, polar bear 
numbers rebounded such that, in 1996, the  International  
Union for  Conservation of  Nature (IUCN) changed  their 
status from ‘Vulnerable’ to ‘Least Concern’ and five years 
later (2001) the Polar Bear Specialist  Group  (PBSG) of 
the IUCN published a global estimated population of 
21,500-25,000. However, in May 2006, the IUCN again 
added Polar Bears to their list of endangered species, 
this time based on the views of scientists, informed by 
climate models, that their numbers would decline by 
more than 30% over the next 45 years. 
 

Now, in 2021, polar bear numbers are the highest 
they’ve been in 60 years. Recent survey  results  would  
put  the  global  average  at  about  30,000  (Crockford  
2021). However, a plausible argument can be made that 
this number is likely to be much higher – possibly as  
high as 58,000, when sub-populations of polar  bears  
are included whose numbers are currently listed as zero 
in areas where bear populations are know to exist. 
 

So good news on the bear front but ironic that the 
COP26 Seal mascot is modelled on the Polar Bear’s  
favourite takeaway! 

Philip Nierop  

BEWARE PHISHING 
 
Hello All, 
I’m sure many of you know about the current spate of 
phishing fraud on deliveries. Just in case you don’t: 
You may receive a mail, apparently from a proper firm 
like Hermes, claiming they could not deliver a parcel, 
and asking around £2 for redelivery. 
 

It doesn’t sound much, but If you pay, they have all your 
card details and start using them: £250, £4000, and ever 
upwards.  
 

A serious firm never asks for a redelivery charge. Just 
delete the message and get on with your life! 
If you have paid, cancel your card at once. 
 

Cheers 
Roger Norrington 
 
 

MORE WOOD TO BURN 
 

In the last issue, ‘The Firewood Poem’ was given (on 
p.5), written by Celia Congreve and first published in 
1930. The idea behind this poem has a long history, and 
we have put an earlier, but similar version on our  
website : 
(see adkinshistory.com/newsletters/newsletter-27/).  
This is the final verse: 
 

Holly logs will burn like wax, 
You should burn them green; 
Elm logs like smouldering flax, 
No flame to be seen. 
Pear logs and apple logs, 
They will scent your room; 
Cherry logs across the dogs 
Smell like flowers in bloom. 
But Ash logs, all smooth and grey, 
Burn them green or old; 
Buy up all that come your way, 
They’re worth their weight in gold. 

 

This was, of course, a time when central heating was  
almost non-existent, and in the big open fires, the logs 
were held up on iron supports called dogs. As we say in 
our newsletter, these verses are still performed by folk 
singers, and this version was published as a poem in 
the October 1920 issue of the magazine Punch, with the  
author cited as Mrs H. Goodhart. It would be good to 
hear of even earlier versions! 

Roy and Lesley Adkins 
Adkinshistory.com 

 
 

SUPPORT LOCAL SUPPLIERS  

Another suggestion from a reader about using local shops and 
services in the Whitestone area for food and other necessities.  
 

Four Seasons 18A High Street, Crediton, EX17 3AH 
       01363 772035 
 
Fruit & vegetables, jams, chutneys, honey, milk, butter, 
yogurts, cream, sausages, pates, fish, eggs and more 
with lots of locally grown and produced foods. 
 
They’ve been serving the local community since 2012 
and they are still supplying top quality produce through 
these challenging times. They have changed the layout 
of the shop to make your visit as safe as possible. 
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Hello everyone,  
 

I`m sorry I`m so late but 2 things have happened to me. 
One, I got poorly with a bout of breathlessness and then, 
two, my laptop would not let me in.  
 

Well, I am here now. There is one sad thing to report and 
that is Stella Redsill died on the 3rd November. She was 
well known for her artistic works, and she will be sadly 
missed by Jack her husband and her family.  
Our thoughts go out to them. 
 

Our Lunch on the 15th December is still on and the time 
to get to the King`s Arms is 12.00 for 12.30. See you 
there. 
 

I will close by wishing you all a good Christmas and New 
Year for us to meet in the new year, possibly as late as 
Easter.  

From Angela and the Team 

 

 
WHITESTONE PARISH HALL  7pm 

 
Our Village Voices choir invites you to a  

Christmas Celebration of music and carols. 
 

Mulled wine and mince pies will be provided. 
 

There will be CAROL SINGING for everyone 
and a chance to meet your friends for a 

pre-Christmas celebration. 
 

Free entry - retiring collection in aid of charity 

DUNSFORD PANTOMIME 
 

Dunsford Amateur Dramatic Society are 
very happy to announce the production 
of, 'Ali Baba and his Four and a Half 
Thieves'.  A completely new Pantomime 
written especially for DADS. 
 

Let us take you on a magical journey 
were Ali and the thieves share their  
adventures in the exotic kingdom of 
Xanadu. 
 

With the help of a disgruntled Genie, a 
magic carpet, a Ferocious Sheik (The 
"King" of the Desert), and an unhappy 
wife of the evil Vizier Vaseem (the villain 
of the plot). Can Ali and the beautiful 
Lady Meena overcome all the obstacles 
in the way of true love?  
 

To find out, come and see our story  
unfold at Dunsford Village Hall 8th to 
15th January 2022. 
 

Performance dates are: 

• 8th 9th 15th January: Matinées to start at 
2.30pm  

• 11th through to 15th January:  
Evening performances to start at 7.45pm. 

 

Tickets will be available from 1st  
December from www.dadsbookings.com 
Box office details are :- 

DADS Box Office 
Bev English  01392 425281 

Tickets: Matinées £7.00 
       Evenings £8.00 

 

We look forward to seeing you and  
entertaining you once again. 
 

Thanks for your support, 
Best wishes, 
Alison Arnold 
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Building Surveys 
Defect & Repair Advice 

Expert witness 
Architectural design 

Contract Administration        
Party Wall 

Dilapidations 

 

GARETH  J  CLATWORTHY 
 

Interior & Exterior Quality Decorating 
 

‘LOWER HURSTON’ 
 Tel: (01392) 811819                                Tedburn Road 
          07925 054796                                      Whitestone 
    gj.clatworthy@gmail.com                                     Devon   
                          EX4  2HF 

     

          Stephen Heathcote 
         Property Surveying 
 
 

    Pound Farm 
    Whitestone 
    Exeter  EX4 2HP 
    shpsurveying@btinternet.com  
    www.shpsurveying.co.uk 
    07711 047372  
 

 Your Local    
         Chartered Building Surveyor & 

 Architectural Designer       

 

 

RM House &  
Commercial Clearance 

including 
 

Houses, Workshops, Garages & Gardens 
Any size job 

 

Call/txt 07578 869 650  

Shawthorne Bungalow 
Whitestone 

Exeter EX4 2JS         Tel:  01392-811374 
 

Mary Belt 
 

Dressmaking   Curtains   Alterations   Repairs 
Zip Replacements 

 
    Louise Blades 
 

  Saddle Fitter & Stubben Specialist 
                     07764 303 659 
           www.stubben-specialist.co.uk 

 
For all your saddle and accessories requirements 

Large stock of used saddles including Stubben, GFS, 
Pessoa, Bates and Albion 

 

50% off my visit charge with this advert 
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The last date for  contributions to the 
next Parish Magazine (JANUARY) is 

 

Thursday 16th December 
 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

magazine@superjock.co.uk 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The last month of the year! The excitement 
of Christmas! Frosts will make everything 
sparkle Berries, Hips, Seed heads  become 
festive fairy lights ! 
 
HOW TO MAKE YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE 
LAST LONGER 
 
Always select one that looks fresh, a good 
shape and is not dropping its needles ! It will 
last longer by cutting 5 cm (2 inches) from 
the base, then stand in water outside for a 
few days. if you can, use a Christmas tree 
stand that holds water and, once in the 
house, keep the tree away from direct heat. 
Keep topped up with water ! 
 
Jobs for December 
1. Tidy messy borders. 
2. Patrol for slugs (they will hide in the bases 

of garden plants) 
3. Check your stored apples, etc. 
4. Stop ponds from freezing (place a large 

ball in to float) 
5. Protect outside taps ( Bubble wrap is  

ideal ) 
6. Sort out old packets of seeds and decide 

what to grow next year. 
7. Recycle old plant labels by using wire 

wool to erase old letters. 
8. Check bird baths and act before ice 

forms . 
 
Finally A Happy Christmas ! 
 

Whitestone Gardening Club 
 

 

BOOK CLUB 
 
The Innocents by Francesca Segal 
 
Part ambiguous morality tale, part guidebook on the north 
London Jewish community culture, with a nod to Edith 
Wharton's 1920 The Age of Innocence, The Innocents 
won the the 2012 Costa First Novel award and the 2012 
National Jewish Book award for fiction. 
 
Childhood sweethearts Adam and Rachel are getting 
married. Rachel's family have already taken Adam in as if 
he were their own son. He works for his future father-in-
law's business. He acts as a chauffeur and dogsbody for 
Rachel's mother and grandmother. He's already the  
perfect Jewish husband, with his whole life mapped out.  
 
Except for one thing - along comes Ellie - beautiful, 
unconventional who has returned unexpectedly to the 
family after years in New York. Adam feels a strong  
connection to her- convincing himself its because they 
both lost a parent at an early age.  
 
As the long-awaited wedding approaches, Adam is torn 
between duty and temptation, security and freedom, and 
must make a choice that will break either one heart, or 
many. 
 
This was an easy read, with some vivid descriptions - 
comic details of family get-togethers and ritual feasts. 
Although the plot was somewhat predictable, it was  
enjoyed by most members. Everyone agreed  
it was interesting to learn more about Jewish society and 
its conventions. 
 
The Innocents asks a simple question, “How do you know 
you've married the right person?” 
 
At our next meeting on December 13th, we will review 
Quichotte by Salman Rushdie. 
 

Jane Rose 
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HOMEWORKS 
 

Carpentry 
 

General maintenance and 
Refurbishment 

 

Dealing with all types of maintenance 
 

Painting and Decorating 

H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A Y 
 
 

Carpenter & Joinery Manufacturer 
 
 

Pitt Farm, Churchtown, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2LG 
 
 

07710 434760 (mobile)    01392 811829 (tel/ans) 

Mitchell Funeral Services 
 

Your local Funeral Directors 

In your time of need we'll take care of all the funeral 
arrangements.  Call us 24 hours a day. 

We also supply Funeral Pre-Payment Plans 
 

King William Street, Exeter EX4 6PD 
Tel: 01392 272682 
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JUST FOR CHRISTMAS FUN 
 

The pictures above represent Christmas hymns, carols 
or other well-known Christmas songs. 
How many can you work out. 
 

Answers in the next issue. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

THE HEALTH CORNER 
 

Is there a best time to go to sleep? 

A study, using data from 88,000 participants of the UK 
biobank, suggests going to sleep around 10pm or soon 
after is associated with a lower risk of cardiovascular 
disease. Going to sleep between 11pm and midnight 
had a 12% higher risk of cardiovascular disease and 
falling sleep after midnight had a 25% greater risk.  

Perhaps, surprisingly, falling asleep before 10pm also 
gave an increased rate of 24% meaning that there was 
a sort of  “sweet spot” of 10pm for getting to sleep. 

So now you know!  
 

 
 
 

THE GREEN CORNER 
 

COP26 
 

Tim Gorringe was in Glasgow for COP26 and gave his 
“take” on it like this: 

In Glasgow during the Conference of the Parties meeting, 
there were at least four worlds: the first, ordinary  
Glaswegians going about their work (or in the case of 
Refuse collectors, on strike); the second, hermetically 
sealed from the rest of the world, the Blue Zone where 
the Cop summit happened, with delegates ferried in by 
fleets of private jets. One delegate compared it to a  
massive Trade Fair: more than 500 representatives of 
fossil fuel businesses attended, lobbying governments to 
keep extracting; third, the world of protestors, mostly  
organised by XR, Fridays for the Future, and some peace 
groups: noisy, colourful, angry and hopeful; fourth, a 
much quieter section of spiritual activists, Quakers, 
churches, Iona community and so on, holding meetings to 
talk about the spiritual resources to combat climate 
change, to sing, and to pray. 

Gill and I intersected with the first, third and fourth. On 
Friday, 10 -15000 youngsters marched to George Square 
and heard speeches by representatives from poorer 
countries all around the world, and also from Greta  
Thunberg. It was the first time I had heard her in the 
flesh, and I would say, hugely impressive, a real prophet 
for our times – and quite without an ego problem. On  
Saturday, 100,000 people of all ages marched through 
the city; a small group of concerned scientists blocked  a 
bridge and were arrested. 

My response was twofold: on the one hand, encouraged 
by the number of young people who see the point, who 
‘get it’; on the other, dismay at the sheer deceit of 
COP26, for all sorts of reasons (but mainly money)  
deferring action until it is too late.  

Climate scientists, like James Hansen (NASA) and Kevin 
Anderson (one of the most senior climate scientists in the 
UK), have been telling us for more than a decade that the 
problem is screamingly urgent and has to be addressed 
at once. Why are they ignored? Partly we have the blokey 
response of Michael Gove: ‘We don’t need experts’ 
(I wonder if he would say this if he needed surgery).  
Partly I think it is a failure of imagination: despite the  
wildfires, droughts, severe storms etc, people believe the 
earth will simply keep going as normal, and think the  
scientists are exaggerating. Mostly I think it is the power 
of big money, which couldn’t give a damn for the future as 
long as the profits come rolling in (note that the richest 
1% of the world’s population emit as much carbon as the 
bottom 50%). Big money controls the media, the  
advertising world, and it gives the affluent (us) the world 
we want. 

What should we do? We should make a hell of a lot more 
noise than we do. We should bother our political  
representatives (MPs) much more than we do. We should 
be much angrier than we are. And we should pray harder. 

Tim Gorringe 
Emeritus professor, 
Exeter University  
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Family business, 
   established 25 years 
 

House clearance service 
 

Removal service 
 

Scrap metal collection  
including 
   washing machines, 
   cookers, etc. 
 

Free quotations 
 

Fully insured 
 
 

**NEW ** Steam cleaning service for 
gardens, patios, car engines as well as 

industrial items including lorries 
 

Phone Tim on 01392 427415 or 07887694873 

Aerials & Satellite 
City & Guilds  NVQ 

 

01363 777190   07841 644395 
 

kev@kevinosborneaerials.co.uk 

 
Aerial Upgrades ** All aspects of Installation and Repair 

** Existing Aerial & Satellite Problems Resolved **  

Discrete Installation ** DAB Radio Aerial ** Extra TV 

Points 

Free Advice ** Free Quotation Service ** Free Signal 

Check 
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Response sent to Teignbridge District Planning  
Department:-  The Householder application is for a two 
storey and single storey side extension and replacement 
conservatory for the existing 2/3 bedroomed detached 
bungalow.  The application site is located outside of a  
settlement and in open countryside designated as an 
AGLV and currently accommodates a small detached 
bungalow with an attached garage at one end and a  
conservatory at the other end.  As considered against  
policies S22 and EN2A.  The documents provided are 
made up of the floor plan and elevations for both the  
proposed and current dwelling, a site location and block 
plan and detailed ecological survey, alongside the  
necessary application form,  There is no planning  
statement and little information on the construction  
methods and materials to be used and the submitted site 
location plan is dated Oct 2005 and thus does not show 
all the additional buildings which are now present on the 
site beyond the bungalow on the northern half of the site.  
These appear to be approved holiday accommodation 
only and should not be used as permanent  
accommodation. 
 

The proposed extensions result in a considerable mass 
increase in the footprint of the dwelling as well as the  
creation of an additional storey on the north-east elevation 
where the old garage is replaced and a further double 
garage added on the end. This needs to be assessed 
whether it overly dominates the character and appearance 
of the original property.  The additional height of the roof 
line on this extension does appear to have been  
sympathetically achieved and the plot is sufficiently  
sizeable to accommodate the proposed additional build 
without loss of amenity space.  The plans indicate a  
sizeable increase in the residential floor space and  
incorporates a total of seven WC’s and therefore it is  
expected that the sewerage capacity and additional  
surface water run off will need to be adequately catered 
for as there is no explanatory information provided.  If  
permission is granted, there is an opportunity to include 
significant improvement in the energy performance rating 
for this property by using eco-friendly building materials 
which would provide an improvement to its carbon  
footprint.  The new first floor bedrooms will introduce  
extensive glazing and a balcony which may pose a  
privacy issue especially to and from the buildings on the 
north east side of the site.  This glazing and the additional 
windows on the ground floor extensions, as well as any 
external lighting for the enlarged dwelling and new  
garages, must be considered with regard to light pollution, 
with particular regard to the nocturnal habits of the bats as 
highlighted in the ecological survey.  Additionally, it would 
be necessary to assess whether there would be any  
adverse impact on the residential amenity on the  
surrounding properties with regards to the proposed two 
storey extension and not result in any worse overbearing 
compared with the present building to comply with  
Policies S1 and WE8. 
 

In consideration of light pollution, it is requested that full 
details of both internal and external lighting, including  
design, siting and illumination type, shall be submitted to 
the Local Planning Authority for approval,  It is suggested 
that no external lighting shall be installed on, or in  
association with, the new buildings, except for  
low-intensity, PIR motion activated lights on a short timer 
(maximum 1 minute) sensitive to large objects only (to 
avoid triggering by bats or other wildlife).  Any lights 
should be mounted at a height no greater that 1.9m from 
ground level, directed/cowled downwards and away from 
the site hedges and trees.  The lights should produce only 

WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL    NOVEMBER 2021 
 

DRAFT Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held at 
Whitestone Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 
11th November 2021 to be ratified on 9th December 
2021. 
 
Attendance:-    
Chair – Councillor T Miles. 
Councillors  M Belt, V Bryant, L Fairley, P Lee,  
   S Llewelyn. 
Mrs P Vaughan – Clerk to the Council 
Ms T Baird,  Mr N Thom – left at 8.45pm. 
Apologies: Cllrs A Evans, C Galton, M Smith District 
Councillor A Swain, County Councillor A Connett, District 
Councillor C Nuttall. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Mr Thom raised the issue of his reported involvement in 
the recent rental of No 1 School Houses following the 
minutes of the last meeting. He felt that he wanted to 
address the full Council directly and gave his account of 
events.  He confirmed that he had advised several  
interested parties to contact Carter Geering and was not 
aware of any unwritten rule stating that the tenancy had 
to be filled by a local person and advised that his interest 
was saving the Parish money which the Parish Council 
did in fact save a considerable sum handling the  
refurbishment ourselves.  It was agreed that the rental 
services should remain handled by a management  
agency, currently Carter Geering as they are responsible 
for the collection of rentals and making the necessary 
legal tenancy agreements for the Parish Council and 
maintaining the necessary legal tenancy agreements for 
the Parish Council and maintaining compliance with  
legislation. 
 

70. Cllr Miles then opened the meeting and the minutes 
of the Council meeting held on Thursday 11th October 
2021 having been circulated were taken as read and 
signed as a true copy by the Chair. 
 
71. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR /  

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 
Apologies had been received from Councillors Swain, 
Connett and Nuttall and the Chair read a report sent 
from Cllr Nuttall drawing the Council’s attention to the 
launch of Phase 3 of the public consultation on the  
review of the Teignbridge District Council.  This can be 
found on the Teignbridge website in due course.   
Another issue he raised was the free service offered by 
Teignbridge from the Environmental Health and  
Wellbeing pages of the website regarding advice to deal 
with infestation from rats and mice. 
 

Cllr Connett had contacted with information regarding 
the situation at the Pathfinder Village Surgery which is 
under review. 
 
72. PLANNING - These applications can be viewed 

on line by going into the public access system at 
Teignbridge Planning following the directions giv-
ing the application reference.  The following appli-
cations having been received from Teignbridge 
District Council with a request for comments were 
examined and responses were sent which can be 
viewed on Teignbridge District Council Planning 
site:- 

 

72.1  21/0168/HOU Two storey and single storey 
side extension and replacement conservatory at  
Woodside, Five Mile Hill 
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Sally White 
 

 

Visiting Foot Health Practitioner 

 

Professional help for all your foot 

care needs 

 

S.A.C. Dip, FHPP, FHPT 

 

Tel: 07503199473 
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loo to £94.25 per month.  Following discussion it was  
proposed and seconded that this charge be accepted and 
reviewed in six months. 
 

73.4  Progress on parking at Crossway 
Teign Housing have been contacted and Cllr Miles is 
awaiting a response. 
 

73.5  Vehicle Activated Speed Signs 
It was reported that the battery on the sign at the bottom of 
the hill before the Royal Oak has been replaced, and the 
sign is working well.  Highways have agreed that we can 
change the position of the pole on the sign coming into 
Whitestone from Tedburn. We need to let them know the 
exact location. Cllr Evans is meeting Phil Mingo on Friday 
to discuss the ideal position and will then send the  
co-ordinates into Highways for approval. 
 

73.6  Action on Climate Change 
Cllr Llewelyn confirmed that a meeting has been arranged 
for 7.30pm on Wednesday 24

th
 November and notices 

have been placed throughout the Parish for parishioners to 
attend.  Cllr Fairley confirmed that trees for planting 
throughout the Parish were on their way. 
 
73.7  Winter preparations 
Cllr Miles reported on the necessity for the grit bins 
throughout the parish to be checked and report any empty, 
damaged or missing bins and the Clerk will forward a list 
to Mr Blades for his information with a request that this 
should be done. 
 
74. MATTERS RAISED BY THE CHAIRMAN 
74.1 A Planning Appeal (Reference 3280127) has been 
made against the refusal of an office building with  
residential dwelling at lower ground floor level at Cross 
Park Farm and the Parish Council have been invited to 
respond.  
 

74.2 Discussion took place regarding the Council providing 
tools etc. for litter picking throughout the Parish and it was 
agreed that this should be done on a voluntary basis by 
parishioners at their own risk.  Mr Thom reported that he 
was aware of an organisation which supported this activity 
and he will make further enquiries.  Mr Thoms left the 
meeting at 8.45pm. 
 

74.3 A parishioner had noted that work was taking place at 
Meadow Croft with no obvious  planning having been  
applied for.  Upon investigation Teignbridge District  
Council confirmed that planning was not required as the 
work on the driveway was to resolve a drainage problem. 
 

74.4 Notification has been received for an agricultural barn 
to be erected at Pound Farm and this will be reported at 
the December meeting. 
 

74.5 Cllr Miles reported that she has now purchased a  
laptop and the necessary software package for the use of 
the Council at a cost of £1,023.49 as previously agreed in 
the budget. 
 

74.6 Cllr Miles reported that she will be attending the  
Remembrance Day Service at St Catherine’s Church on 
14

th
 November and it was resolved that a donation of £50 

was sent to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal. 
 

74.7 The Social Media Policy had been distributed and will 
be discussed next meeting. 
 

74.8 Attendance at the forthcoming Virtual Highways  
conference was sought for the 24

th
 and 25

th
 November. 

 

74.9 Budget to be set at the December meeting so details 
of next year’s expenditure to be brought to the meeting. 

narrow spectrum, low-intensity light output UV-free, with a 
warm colour temperature (3,000K or less) and a  
wavelength of 550mm or more.  All internal lighting shall 
be designed to have low illuminance output, no UV  
component, maximum colour temperature of 3000 Kelvin 
and minimum light wavelength of 550 nanometres.   
Lighting units shall be flush mounted or recessed in the 
ceilings and directed/cowled away from windows, glazed 
doors and skylights.  All glazing shall be treated to have 
low light transmission, i.e. with Visible Light |transmission 
of 40% or less.  Only lightly that has been approved in  
writing by the Local Planning Authority shall be installed.  
REASON:  To safeguard foraging paths for legally  
protected bats and to protect the dark skies from  
unnecessary illuminance and in the interests of residential 
amenity.  The recommendations in the ecology report 
would need to be followed closely and all improvements to 
encourage biodiversity encouraged. It is further noted that 
the design has been amended to retain the original roof 
and tiles which will now not be affected and the proposed 
additional roof will incorporate matching tiles to the  
existing which is more acceptable. 
 

In addition to the biodiversity issues, carbon reduction 
factors need to be emphasised, particularly as we have a 
declared Climate Emergency and more detail is requested 
regarding both the energy efficiency and reduction of the 
carbon footprint of the extensions and the construction 
process. 
 

In conclusion we support the application but would  
requested that if Teignbridge Council are minded to grant 
permission that the ecological and carbon footprint issues 
raised in this response are conditioned and closely  
monitored.  On the whole Whitestone Parish Council feel 
the proposal will enhance the building and the site is  
probably large enough not to be overdeveloped at this 
stage. 
 

Grant of Conditional Planning Permission 
72.2  21/01680/FUL  Conversion of barn into one unit 
of accommodation for holiday use at Hurston Farm 
 

Certificate of Lawful use or development 
72.3  21/01964/CLDE  Certificate of lawfulness for 
non compliance with agricultural occupancy condition at 
Furze Park, Tedburn St Mary. 
 
73. MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 
73.1  Co-option of Councillor to fill vacancy. 
Ms Tracey Baird was in attendance to make application 
for the vacancy created by the resignation of Mrs L Dyer.  
Her application had been circulated to Councillors and it 
was proposed and seconded that she should be  
nominated to fill the vacancy. 
 

73.2  School Houses 
Cllr Miles reported that there had been a problem with the 
new storage heating installed at 1 School Houses and it 
had been necessary to contact the installers for this fault 
to be remedied. 
 

73.3  Toilet facilities for Crossway Park 
Whitestone Parish Hall Committee has discussed the  
Parish Council's request that they continue to provide  
toilet roll and hand towels for the outside loo from their 
supplies and it was agreed that it is a sensible  
arrangement. On analysis of previous yearly costs of 
these items the Hall Committee Treasurer, Andy Rose, 
considers a reasonable proportion of the total used for the 
outside loo is £15.00 per month. Along with the charge for 
the cleaner of £79.25 per month this brings the total 
charge to the Parish Council for the upkeep of the outside 
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BOOKING THE PARISH HALL 
 

The Whitestone Parish Hall is now open 
for bookings. 

  

Contact the Booking Clerk, Caroline  
Honeywill, for the latest information. 

 

Tel: 01392 811245 email: carolinehoneywill@icloud.com 

JOBS FOR THE  PARISH LINESMAN 
 

If you notice any damage to Parish property, build up 
of litter, blocked roadside ditches, or any other matter 
that would improve the environment and well-being of 
Parishioners or visitors within the Parish boundaries, 
please contact the Parish Linesman’s line manager: 
 

Cllr Mary Belt on 01392 811374 
 

who will liaise with the Parish Council and schedule 
the tasks. 

WANTED 
 

GRASS KEEP FOR SHEEP 
in the WHITESTONE AREA 

 

Please contact: 
MARLON WARREN 
RAMSLADE FARM 

 

07500 681817 
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75. FINANCE 
Income 
75.1 1 School Houses rental to 14

th
 November  

 £775.00 - £300 (includes £50 VAT) =   £475.00 
75.2 STAWL donation specifically towards  
 Lower Hare Farm solicitor invoice   £495.00 
75.3 Reimbursement of Council Tax for  
 1 School Houses        £113.61 
 
Expenditure 
The following expenditure was proposed and seconded 
for payment.  All in favour and the cheques were signed 
by Councillors Miles and Belt and Mrs Vaughan as Clerk 
to the Council/Responsible Financial Officer. 
75.4  Mr L Blades       £340.35 
75.5  Curry’s PC World laptop and support package  
  (includes VAT £170.58)        £1,023.49  
75.6  Royal British Legion donation     £50.00 
 
76. REPORTS 
76.1 Cllr Bryant asked that the village telephone boxes 
project be given some attention. 
 

76.2 Cllr Belt reported that the litter bin which was  
earmarked for Nadderwater had not yet been installed 
and she was requested to approach Mr Blades with a 
view to fixing this in a suitable position.  She also  
reported that she does not seem to have the spare key 
for 2 School Houses and was requested to apply to 
Carter Geering with a view to one being cut for her.   
Additionally she was asked to request that Mr Blades 
clear the ditches running down from Heath Cross  
towards Tedburn as this is a flood risk and causes  
hazardous flooding if they are allowed to get blocked. 
 

76.2 Cllr Llewelyn was anxious for publicity being given 
for the Trust which was set up in the 18th century by Mr 
John Splatt, a successful candle maker in Heavitree. 
The fund is intended to provide financial assistance to 
residents of the ancient parish of Whitestone who wish 
to further their education or training for academic or 
practical purposes, funding for leisure activities are not 
eligible for consideration.  There is no restriction on the 
age of applicants who may apply and applications are 
not means tested. All applications are assessed in  
confidence by the Trustees with reference to the  
provisions of the Trust Deed. Successful grant  
applications range typically from £50 to £500, depending 
on particular circumstances.  The Trustees are elected 
representatives from village organisations who meet 
twice a year, normally in May and November to consider 
applications. Notice in advance of the meetings is given 
in the Parish Magazine. 
 

76.3 Cllr Fairley reported on the Crossway playground 
and the display of Remembrance Stones in the  
Community Garden.  Cllr Lee reported that she had  
replaced the advisory signs on the adult play equipment. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
Ms Baird spoke regarding the possibility of  
arrangements being made regarding the outside toilet 
for usage of people using the Crossway Park and further 
discussion took place regarding energy saving 
measures, i.e. Electrical connection for hand dryer,  
sensor tap and soap dispenser to reduce waste and 
mess – ideas to be brought to the next meeting for  
further decisions being made at the December meeting. 
 

The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the 
Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday  9

th
 December 2021. 

The meeting closed at 9.30pm. 

 HOMES FOR A LOW CARBON FUTURE 
  

Exeter Community Energy Talk  
7.30 pm on 24

th
 November 2021 

 
Whitestone’s contribution to COP26! 

 
Whitestone Climate Action Group continues to  
support our community in addressing the serious 
consequences of climate change, by hosting free 
events, this time, by featuring speakers from 
ECOE (Exeter Community Energy) at Whitestone 
Parish Hall.    
 
As well as an introduction to Heat Pumps, Exeter 
Community Energy contributes to local  
communities by explaining the Retrofit Journey for 
householders, and how to access advice services, 
grants and finance.   
 
Their aim is to help local people (like us) to learn 
more about how to heat our homes more cheaply 
and also to help the planet.  Energy efficiency is a 
key part of de-carbonisation efforts in the UK, but 
there is no ‘one size fits all’ solution: Each home 
needs its own individual approach. 

Susan Llewelyn   

7.30 pm 
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ACE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Established since 1981  
 

Fully Insured 
 

Any amount large or small -  
Domestic & Commercial 

 

Prompt Reliable Service -  
Available 7 days a week 

 

Free Quotations - Competitive Prices 
 

Tel: 01392 430988 
 

Highfield, Rowhorne Road 
Nadderwater, Exeter, EX4 2JE 

mail: acescaffolding@yahoo.co. uk 

   DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Wed 24 November 
Climate Action Group - Heat 
Pumps and Home Energy  Parish 
Hall 7.30pm 

p17 

Sun 5 December 
Whitestone Walkers 
Meet at Okehampton Railway 
Station 9.30 am 

p22 

Sun 5 December 
Making a Christmas Door Wreath 
Parish Hall 10.00 - 12 noon 

p9 

Tue 7 December 
Flower Arranging 
Parish Hall  2.00 - 4.00pm 

p22 

Thu 9 December 
Arts & Crafts Morning 
Parish Hall 
9.30 am - midday 

p22 

Thu 9 December 
Parish Council 
Main Hall  7.30 - 10.00 pm 

p22 

Mon 13 December 
Book Club 
Parish Hall 2.00 - 4.00 pm 

p9 

Mon 13 December 
Garden Club 
Main Hall  7.45 - 9.45pm 

p22 

Tue 14 December 
Christmas Flower Demonstration 
Parish Hall  2.00 - 4.00pm 

p22 

Thu 16 December 
Christmas Celebration 
Village Voices 
Whitestone Parish Hall  7.00 pm 

p7 

Thu 16 December 
Last date for copy for 
JANUARY magazine 

p9 

Fri 17 December 
Cuban Airwaves 
Parish Hall  7.30 - 9.30pm 

p22 

Mon 20 December 
Social Club with Mattie James 
Parish Hall  7.30 - 10.00pm 

p22 

Sat- 
Sat 

8 January - 
15 January 

Dunsford Pantomime p7 

WEEKLY EVENTS IN DECEMBER 2021 

Day Dates Event 

Mon 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th 
Pilates - Whitestone 
Parish Hall  
6.15 to 7.15pm 

Tues 7th & 14th 
Baby & Toddler 
Parish Hall 
9.30 to midday 

Tues 7th*, 14th, 21st & 28th 

Short Mat Bowls 
Parish Hall 
7.30 to 9.30pm 
*7th December  7.00pm 
      with Exminster 

Wed 1st, 8th,15th, 22nd & 29th 
Short Mat Bowls  
Parish Hall 
10.00am to noon 

Wed 1st & 8th 
Village Voices 
Parish Hall 
3.00 - 5.00pm 

Thu 2nd, 9th & 16th 
Village Voices 
Parish Hall 
*** Check time *** 

Fri 3rd & 10th 
Short Mat Bowls  
Parish Hall 
7.30 to 9.30pm 



19 

 

MARY’S DAIRY DIARY 
NOVEMBER ON THE FARM 
 

NATURE  
I’m hoping for a golden autumn to set us up for the  
winter.  A bit of cold will colour the leaves, and some 
brightness to show them off: that’s my perfect autumn.  
The fallow bucks have stopped roaring in the woods, the 
successful ones’ semen safely stored in the females till 
they choose to conceive: clever does!  The last riches of 
autumn hang brightly on the hedgerows, or lie in ruins on 
the ground, catch as catch can, sloes, hips, haws and 
crab apples. Life hunkers down for the lean months 
ahead: the dark days of winter and the hungry days of 
early spring, when the light returns before the warmth.   
 

Young ravens wheel in the sky, making their ancient 
croak, as they play in their teenage gangs before they 
pair for life at the end of their first winter. I love to watch 
their acrobatics. Though they fly heavily, if looks like they 
enjoy their mastery of the air, rolling and furling their 
wings, daring each other to more extreme manoeuvres, 
like children skateboarding. Their parents call at us when 
we walk through their territory. These descendants of 
dinosaurs let us know we may have, perhaps  
temporarily, usurped their dominion across the globe, 
and this bit of woodland is theirs. It’s lovely to see these 
brightest of birds, darkest in plumage, once so rare,  
thriving in our woods.   
 
AR ABLE  
The open autumn gave us chance to get the crops into 
the ground, and the new shoots are peeping like shot silk 
through the soil in that miraculous promise of the renewal 
of life next year.  Stop a moment and wonder at the 
stately dance of our planet around the sun, turning and 
bowing as it goes, that makes our seasons. Take that 
thought one click out: our arm of the galaxy whirls around 
at unimaginable speeds. One-click further out and see us 
speeding away from our Big Bang origins even faster.  
Somehow, amongst all those bleak and brutal forces, we 
have a home on our beautiful blue world that nurtures us 
and supports our existence.   
 
Of course, that thought doesn’t get the work done to  
persuade natural processes to feed us.  That takes  
people working to encourage the microverse of the soil, 
to nurture the grass and other roots that grow the plants 
that feed the cows, that feed the rumen bugs that make 
the nutrients that make the milk that we harvest.  Then 
we ask the starter bugs to sour the milk, and rennet to 
cut the protein to set the milk.  We remove the whey and 
pile the curds, cut and salt them, and form them into 
cheese.  We cloth them and put them to store for the  
enzymes to get to work to mature the cheese, and for the 
microflora of the store to create our distinctive flavours. 

Each step takes human work and judgement, in a  
stewardship of processes that we have no possibility of 
understanding fully.  It’s a glorious and mind-boggling 
complexity as impenetrable as the galactic scale, although 
we humans have a say in how it goes if we engage in it.   
 
COWS  
So we make the judgements and set the fences to graze 
the animals, bring them in and feed and bed them in the 
barn when the soil gets too tender.  We feed the calves, 
the next generation of cows. We, and the older cows, train 
the new heifers to milk, kindly, so they see us as providing 
a service. We make our cheese, hand-made, requiring 
strength and endurance.  We make the rind, and care for 
the cheese, mature, select and cut it to grace your table. 
We hope you find it’s worth what it has taken to produce it, 
wondrously all the way from our origins in deep time.   
 
M ARY ’S CHRISTM AS CAKE  
Stir-up Sunday falls on 21st November. Let me share my 
favourite crystallised fruit Christmas cake recipe, a  
sugar-rich feast to zing the mind in another way.  
I crystallise some of the fruit and the mixed peel myself, 
and you can buy it if you don’t have the time or the space 
to dry it.  
 

Soak all the dried fruit you fancy overnight in as little water 
as you need: apricots, mangoes, pineapple and peaches 
are particularly successful. Stew briefly.  Put fruit and  
liquid in the smallest flat dish they will sit in one layer.  
Peel lemons, oranges, tangerines, and grapefruit if you 
like your mixed peel slightly more bitter. Chop finely. Boil 
in 2 changes of water till translucent and tender. Drain, 
rinse in cold water and take out as much moisture as you 
can. Use a separate flat dish. Add lots of castor sugar to 
the dishes, leave in a warm dry place or oven at 50°C and 
add sugar every few hours, moving with a flat implement, 
until it won’t absorb any more. Dry until it’s the texture you 
want. If keeping for some time, you may need to freeze. I 
treat Angelica stalks in the same way, and you need to 
have done that in the spring.   
 

Christmas Cake recipe: I love baking with our Quicke’s 
Whey Butter, the buttery flavour really comes through.  
Use your normal Christmas Cake recipe.  
 

Increase the crystalized peel, glace cherries from 4 to 6oz 
(110 to 170g).  Take out the dark fruit, currants and raisins 
and use your crystalized fruit including crystallized ginger 
and angelica.  Swap out the cinnamon and mixed spice for 
½ to 1 tsp of vanilla essence, and cream this with the 
Quicke’s butter. Use golden syrup instead of black treacle. 
You end up with a golden cake that zings with fruit and 
delicious butter.   
 

I feed it a little cognac once a week till Christmas to set off 
the sweetness. It is lovely with a slice of Quicke’s Vintage 
or Smoked Cheddar to provide some savoury and sharp 
or smokey notes.  

Mary Quicke  

 
 

 

If you have any comments to make on the content, 
layout or any other matters concerning this  
magazine, please contact the Editor: 
 

Mrs Jennifer Kellagher, East Rowhorne,  
Nadderwater, Exeter  EX4 2LQ. 
Tel: 01392 273864.   
We always welcome any suggestions to improve the 
magazine. 
 

If you wish to place an advertisement, please  
contact the editor for the current rates. 
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Now the clocks have changed, the dark evenings 
are upon us all too quickly and we must be ever 
vigilant and careful. As winter moves in, let us 
know of any problems that you spot so that they 
can be addressed promptly. 
 
Winter leads us directly into the festive period and 
last year I believe Whitestone could probably be 
spotted by Nasa so I expect this year to be just as 
spectacular and bright – well done everyone it 
brings a sense of togetherness and belonging. 
 
Next month, the council will be looking to fix the 
budget for the next financial year and we are in a 
good position to see exactly what can be achieved 
in the future. Ideas have been floated and put  
forward by Parishioners which can now be costed 
and voted on to take forward and plan the  
implementation. 
 
We are extremely mindful of the current climate 
issues that are affecting us all and we will ensure 
that all of our decisions try to safeguard this  
beautiful area we live in for present and future  
generations.  
 
If you have any suggestions or concerns that we 
can address and deal with, please let us know, 
please email: parishcouncilwhitestone@gmail.com 
 
This time of year particularly brings out the  
scammers and people who just want to rob you 
blind so keep safe and report anything suspicious 
email: 101@dc.police.uk 
Remember the old adage, “if it sounds too good to 
be true then it most probably is”.  
 
Have a wonderful Christmas and stay safe and 
healthy. 
 

Cllr Tanya Miles  
(Chair of Whitestone Parish Council) 

 
Whitestone Parish Council 

Message from the Chair 

THERE’S MORE THAN ONE WHITESTONE  
 

Heroes of Whitestone  
WIMO Games in Austin, Texas, who develop video 
games for mobile phones, have announced a  
pre-registration campaign and global release window for 
their tabletop-inspired mobile game RPG Dice: Heroes 
of Whitestone.  
 

“The people of Whitestone are under attack!  
Use strategy to lead heroes into battle against  
orcs, elves & goblins! Will you bring peace back 
to Whitestone - and the world?” 
 

After 500 years of relative peace, chaos befalls the quiet 
village of Whitestone when orcs, goblins, and other nasty 
creatures are led in to attack by a mysterious leader from 
the Twilight Empire. There’s only one thing to do when 
this sort of thing occurs: Rally up some bad buddies and 
go fight back against this evil threat (Whitestone residents 
will of course be able to fill in the  players in their own 
cast list of goodies and baddies). 
 

Heroes of Whitestone plays out similarly to a tabletop 
game as you make your way through its board game-like 
map and battle it out against any baddie you come across 
in turn-based fashion, and (just about) everything is  
determined via dice rolls. See it all in action in the follow-
ing trailer:  
    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m8cPmmTyPy4 
Of course because this is a video game and not a  
physical tabletop game, there are some nice features 
added that probably wouldn’t be possible with a physical 
game. For one you don’t have to carry a bunch of dice 
around with you, so that’s a bonus. Also the game’s map 
can morph and change as you find secrets or discover 
hidden paths. There will be more than 60 heroes to  
unlock and upgrade as you mix and match to find the  
perfect team for any given situation. A full suite of online 
features like PvP, leaderboards, Guilds, and more is also 
part of the package. RPG Dice: Heroes of Whitestone is 
available in soft launch on Android in select regions, but 
starting today players can pre-register for the game to 
earn some rewards heading into the global launch which 
is planned for early next year.  
Apple iOS players can pre-register at: 
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/rpg-dice-heroes-of-
whitestone/id1559953045  
and Android players at  
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?
id=com.KingsIsle.DICE2 
You can check out what types of rewards can be  
unlocked over on the game’s official website: 
https://wimogames.com/rpg-dice-preregistration 

Guy Fielding 

 

JUST FOR CHRISTMAS FUN 
 

1. Which of these letters is the odd one out? 
 

  F – H – K – L – N – Y – Z 
 
2.  You have a 3-Litre jug a 5-Litre jug, and an unlimited  
     supply of mulled wine. How do you get exactly 4 Litres 
     of mulled wine without estimating? 
 
3.   If it takes 5 elves 5 minutes to make 5 dolls how long 
     would it take 100 elves to make 100 dolls? 
 
4. B – C – D – G – H – I – J – M –  

P – Q – R – T – U – V – X – Y – Z 
 

       Rearrange the missing letters to make a seasonal   
       word. 
 
    Answers next month 
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days. So if you submit your application at the beginning of 
December, this window will fall across Christmas and New 
Year. And their calculation will be that the chances are that 
most people will not be paying attention, but instead will be 
focusing on Christmas and New Year. And so there will be 
few if any objections from residents and the general public.  
Neat huh? Sneaky, certainly. 

Guy 
 

STAWL Update  
No News is ???? 
 

The chances are that you will be reading this in late  
November or early December 2021. By this time the  
miserable saga of Lower Hare Farm and the attempt to 
make money by unnecessarily despoiling the Devon  
countryside and the area where we live will have been 
limping onwards for over three years.  
 
The application for planning permission for a waste site 
was first put together by Stuart and Philip Gibbons, their 
agent Richard Agnew and their backers during spring 
and summer 2018. It was formally received by Devon 
County Council on 5

th
 December 2018 and put out to 

public consultation in January 2019.  
 
After a long fight and in spite of widespread and  
well-founded opposition DCC’s Development  
Management Committee narrowly gave their conditional 
approval to this proposal on 2

nd
 December 2020.  

 
So, when you are reading this, we will be marking three 
years since this proposal saw the light of day, and a full 
year since it was approved. We will also be observing a 
year in which absolutely nothing has been done (and 
should not have been done) on this site to turn it into an 
operating waste disposal site.  
 
To make progress with this, the people behind this 
scheme need to obtain various permits from the  
Environmental Agency. So far (as of 14

th
 November 

2021, when I’m writing this), not only have none of the 
necessary permits been issued, none of them (according 
to the public record) have even been applied for. This 
despite the critical argument presented to, and accepted 
by the Development Management Committee that there 
was an urgent (as in, “by yesterday”) need for this site in 
order to prevent the daily shipment of thousands of tons 
on waste from construction sites around Exeter to  
Barnstaple. That argument, and the data presented at 
the last minute to support it were clearly flawed. It is also 
clear that the Chair of the Development Management 
Committee, Cllr Jerry Brook, whose casting vote as Chair 
allowed the scheme to be approved, and all the other 
members of the Committee should be asking some very 
pointed questions of the DCC’s Planning Department 
who shepherded this scheme through the approval  
process. How is it that this “urgent need” no longer 
seems so urgent, nor indeed, to in fact be a need at all? 

Guy Fielding 
Chair, STAWL     

 
PS: WARNING:   
Given that past behaviour is the best predictor of future 
behaviour, don’t be surprised if in the next week or so the 
applicants will submit their application for the necessary 
Environmental Permits. Why? Because the  
Environmental Agency will then have to undertake a 
Public Consultation, but the window for this is just 20 

JUST FOR CHRISTMAS FUN 
 
For the under 10s 
 
Help Santa find his way to the five chimneys and return  
without jumping. 
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WHITESTONE SOCIAL CLUB 
(Secretary Bryan Durrant 01392 811328) 
 

A Merry Christmas to all members. Annual subscriptions 
are due on 1st December and will remain at £12. HSBC 
has decided to charge a monthly fee and we are  
therefore in the process of changing bank accounts.  
Subscriptions will therefore not be collected until January. 
Mon 20

th
 December Mattie James will entertain us.  

     Mulled wine and mince pies will  
     be provided. 
Mon 24

th
 January  Quiz set by Dr Jane Richards 

 

The Social Club normally meets monthly, mostly in the 
Parish Hall, and is a great opportunity to meet other  
people. After the speaker, there is normally a social “bring 
and share” food and drink session. Membership is £12 
per annum, but non-members are most welcome to join 
us at meetings in the hall (except for the anniversary 
meal) on an occasional basis at a cost of £3.00 per  
evening. Meetings in the hall normally start at 7:30pm.  
 

WHITESTONE GARDEN CLUB 
We will meet on December 13th at 7.45pm to have a  
social get together with drinks and nibbles . 
Contacts Gill 811585 Philip 01647 61419  
 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Please contact the Parish Clerk, Pat Vaughan, for the 
latest information.  (01392 411628) or view the 
Whitestone website www.whitestone-devon.org.uk 
 

CUBAN AIRWAVES 
We are a band of amateur musicians and singers who 
enjoy getting together to play a wide range of music and 
songs. We started with some great Cuban music and  
later added Scottish, Irish and European popular music to 
our repertoire. 
 

If you play or are learning to play an instrument or would 
like to sing or have a chance to play your instrument or 
sing with others, why not come along and join us. All  
music is provided. There is a small charge of £2.00  
towards hire of the hall. Please turn up and give it a try. 
 

For further details, contact Dave Lee on 01392 811579  
 

SHORT MAT BOWLS 
We normally meet THREE times a week except for this 
month when there will be no Friday bowls on 17

th
, 24

th
 

and 31
st 

December. 
  Tuesday   7.30 - 9.30 pm 
  Wednesday 10.00 am - midday 
  Friday   7.30 - 9.30 pm 
The cost is only £2.00 (50p for 16s and under) including 
tea/coffee and a biscuit. 
 

To protect the green mat (rink), please wear soft shoes 
with completely flat soles if you have them. If not, bowling 
in socks is perfectly OK. Why not come along and have a 
go. There is no need to have your own bowls as we have 
plenty of sets available. 
(Please note our inter-club match with Exminster on  
  7

th
 Dec. at 7.00pm) 

WHITESTONE WALKERS 
The next walk is on Sunday 5th December 2021 
The walk will start from Okehampton Railway Station at 
09.30 and the actual route will be decided on the day 
depending upon weather conditions.  
Distance will be approximately 5 miles.  
Parking at the Okehampton Railway Car Park is £2 all 
day.  
Alternative travel will be by the new train service from 
Exeter St Davids or Crediton.  
Train departs Exeter 08.43 and Crediton 08.54 to arrive 
at Okehampton at 09.21 Return fare from Exeter is 
£8.00 and from Crediton £4.00 Crediton Station Car 
Park is free all day.  
Return train times:- 
Dept Okehampton 13.38 - Arrive Crediton 14.04 
                                 Arrive Exeter    14.16 
Dept Okehampton 15.38 - Arrive Crediton 16.04 
                                 Arrive Exeter    16.19 
The Crediton Station car park is situated on the 
Whitestone side of the level crossing.  Turn in behind 
the platform & car park is on the right hand side.  

Herb Piper 
 

PILATES AND EXERCISE THERAPY 
Pilates with Caroline Dodd is on Monday evening in the 
Parish Hall from 6.15 to 7.15 pm. for all levels and  
abilities. Pilates can help improve posture, reduce pain 
and help you move more freely to improve your quality 
of life. 
£7.00 per class or £25.00 monthly.  
Please get in touch with Caroline if you have any  
questions or to book the Exercise Therapy class. Mobile 
07791105987 or email caroline_dodd@sky.com 
 

HANDBELLS 
We have a lovely set of handbells, but not enough  
people to ring them all, and we would like to start  
ringing again. 
If you would be willing to have a go, please contact  
Brian Durrant on 811 328 for details. You would be very 
welcome. 
 

VILLAGE VOICES 
We are up and running with our new leader Mattie 
James, only one session in December: 

 Thursday December 9th at 3pm. 
We would be happy to welcome new people in  
JANUARY. No audition, just the joy of singing is all you 
require. 
Contacts: Gill 811585 John 811966 Jane 01647270109 
Margaret 0164761419  
 

CHURCH BELL RINGING 
If you are interested in learning how to ring, please  
contact James Bryant on 01393 811391 for more  
information. Practice night is every Thursday at 7.30pm. 
 

ARTS AND CRAFTS MORNINGS - AUTUMN TERM  
Are you trying to finish a painting, some sewing,  
knitting or anything else? Come along to Whitestone 
Parish Main Hall and give yourself time to finish off your 
project. Enjoy tea/coffee and a chat while you work on 
your project or try a new skill. 
  TIME: 9.30 TO MIDDAY  COST: £2 PER SESSION 
Mask wearing will not be compulsory but will be left to 
personal choice. 
Next meeting: December 9th 
For further information contact Marian Durrant 01392 
811328 or Nikki Phillips 07763 879897 
 

FLOWER CLASSES 
We meet on December 7th, Main Hall 2-4 pm 

 

CHRISTMAS FLOWER ARRANGING 
DEMONSTRATION  

 

Come and see Gill create some wonderful  
Christmas arrangements. 

TUESDAY DECEMBER 14th at 2pm. 
Refreshments.   Arrangements raffled after demo. 

 

Entry £4.00 
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ANIMALS Ford Farm Dogs p8 Dog boarding 

  Louise Blades p8 Saddles, etc. 

  Purrfect Cats' Hotel p10 Cat boarding 

     

BUILDERS ACE Scaffolding p18 Scaffolding 

& HOMES Complete Mobile Valeting p8 Carpet/Upholstery cleaning 

  Exe Gas & Oil p10 Plumbing & Heating 

  Gareth J Clatworthy p8 Painter/Decorator 

  H G Talbot p8 Builder 

  Henry J Netherway p10 Carpenter 

  Homeworks p10 Home maintenance 

  Jonathan Miles p8 Chimney sweep 

  Luggy's p16 Maintenance 

  Newspace Architecture p14 Conversions/extensions, etc 

 Robert Williams p12 Estate Agent 

  
RM House & Commercial 
Clearance 

p8 House Clearance 

  Stephen Heathcote p8 Surveyer 

  Steve Gillard p12 Builder 

  Tim Allan & Daughters p12 House clearance, removals, etc 

  T P Wainwright p6 Builder 

  West Coast Windows p4 Windows 

     

CAR SERVICING White Horse p18 Servicing all makes 

     

ELECTRICAL SERVICES ACS Electrical Services p16 Rewires, maintenance, etc 

  Dartmoor PC p6 Computer service & repairs 

  Graham Cheriton p6 Contractor, Shows &  PA systems 

  Kevin Osborne p12 Aerials & satellite 

     

FARM & GARDEN Kevin Dinnis p4 Tractor work 

  Kevin Dinnis p14 Garden help 

  Laurence Blades p16 House & garden maintenance  

  Marlon Warren p16 Grass keep for sheep wanted 

  Mowers & Strimmers p4 Repairs 

    

FUNERAL SERVICES Crossways Woodland Burials p4 Burials 

  Fine Memorials p10 Memorials 

  LeRoy Funerals p8 Funerals 

  Mitchell Funeral Services p10 Funerals 

     

PERSONAL SERVICES  Castle support p10 Care 

  Sally White p14 Foot Health 

     

RETIREMENT VILLAGE  Millbrook p16 Millbrook Village  

     

SEWING Mary Belt p8 Curtains/Alterations 

     

STORES Tedburn Village Stores p6 Including mobile store  

     

STORAGE White Horse Self Storage p14 Self storage 

REGULAR ARTICLES 

 
Church Services     p 2 
From the Rector    p 3 
Good Companions    p 7 
Whitestone Garden Club  p 9 
Green Corner     p 11 
Whitestone Parish Council  p 13 
Dates for your Diary   p 18 
Mary’s Dairy Diary    p 19 
Club dates     p 22 


