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NORTH KENN MISSION COMMUNITY 
 
 

SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2022 
 

Thursday  February 3
rd 

 
 

10.30 am  Pathfinder     Morning Prayer               Revd Martin Wood 

 
Sunday  February 6

th 

 

9.30 am   Holcombe  Burnell         Holy Communion         Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.00 am Tedburn St Mary   Informal Worship               Revd Martin Wood  
3.00 pm Whitestone    Holy Communion        Revd  Martin Wood 
6.00 pm Cheriton Bishop   Evening Prayer        Revd Martin Wood 

 
Sunday  February 13

th 

 

9.30 pm Holcombe  Burnell   Holy Communion   Revd Martin Wood 
9.30 am Whitestone          Parish Communion  Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.00 am Cheriton Bishop   Family Service        Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm Pathfinder    Prayer and Fellowship 
6.00 pm Tedburn St Maryl   Evening Prayer        Revd Martin Wood 

 
Thursday  February 17

th
 

 

10.30 am  Pathfinder    Holy Communion    Revd Martin Wood 

 
Sunday  February 20

th
  

 

9.00 am  Tedburn St Mary   Holy  Communion       Revd Martin Wood 
9.30 am Cheriton Bishop   Parish Communion       Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.00 am  Whitestone     Family  Service    Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm  Pathfinder    Evening Prayer    Lay led 
6.00 pm Holcombe Burnell        Evening Prayer              Revd Martin Wood 

 
Sunday February 27

th
 

 

8.00 am Cheriton Bishop   Holy Communion       Revd Martin Wood 
9.30 am Tedburn St Mary   Parish Communion       Revd Tim Gorringe 
11.00 am Holcombe Burnell  Family Service        Revd Martin Wood 
3.00 pm Pathfinder    United Service 
3.00 pm Whitestone    Evening Prayer    Revd Martin Wood 
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FROM THE RECTOR 

 
 
 

Why is February the shortest month? 
 

I was wondering why February only has twenty-eight days. It turns out that it is not 
quite as simple an answer as you may have hoped! The easy answer is that the  
Romans believed that even numbers were unlucky. They wanted all the months to 
be odd numbers either twenty-nine days or thirty-one days. This proves  
mathematically impossible; to have ten odd months adding up to an odd number, 
you always get an even number! The new Numa calendar (753BC) had 12 lunar 
months, adding two more months. He decided that February would be an even 
month by removing a day from twenty-nine to make it twenty-eight. Now the year 
had an odd number so was no longer unlucky! However, they only had 355 days in 
the year and the lunar calendar quickly became out of alignment with the seasons 
and the solar calendar. Now a leap month was required every three years to realign 
the seasons. Julius Caesar  (BC 49) would sort out a solar calendar with eleven 
months of thirty days or thirty-one days but February was stuck with twenty eight 
days unless it was a leap year when it had twenty-nine. So perhaps February is 
lucky in leap years! 
 
The interesting underlying cause of February having twenty-eight days is  
superstition. It is interesting that superstition still plays a part in peoples lives. From 
the trivial, it being unlucky to see a black cat or things come in threes to the more 
serious where people will not venture out of their house because they have a real 
fear of something bad happening to them. This idea of superstition speaks of how 
our world is ordered and how what we do might affect that ordering. I believe that 
when I do things wrong other people can be hurt by my actions, there are real  
consequences that cannot be denied. However, I want to affirm that God is really in 
charge. I would want to deny that my choices would make me either luckier or  
unlucky. I think luck is more a matter of chance and the maths of probability are as 
good an explanation as any. Often behind superstition is the fear of making things 
worse or hoping for better things. I have found in my limited experience that making 
good choices and helping other people in need is a good start to making a more 
positive world. This is very much affirmed in the Christian faith which reminds us to 
be generous as God is generous to us. Equally, when we do not get things right we 
are reminded that God forgives us as we acknowledge what we have got wrong. 
One of the most corrosive and difficult parts of life is when people will not admit their 
mistakes. Often people lie to cover up their wrongdoing which often only  
compounds the original wrongdoing.  
 
The troubles of the world need acknowledging and efforts made to restore fairness 
and justice. This is the healing and realignment that God desires in the most difficult 
situations we encounter. This brings some hope in the face of despair.  
 

 
Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY  

01647 24119 (Tuesday to Sunday) revwood163@gmail.com 
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If you would like a last resting place in 

beautiful countryside overlooking 
Dartmoor. 

 
Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie 

or Martin Chatfield 
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 

 

Tel:  01392 829800 
Fax: 01392 829808 

Unit 7 
GD Units 
Cofton Road 
Marsh Barton 
Exeter  
EX2 8QW 
 

Email:  info@westcoastwindows.co.uk 
Web:    www.westcoastwindows.co.uk 

 

Contact: Nigel Gribble or Mike Melluish 

 

ALUMINIUM  -  DOMESTIC  -  PVC WINDOWS 
DOORS  -  CONSERVATORIES  -  SHOP FRONTS 

  CURTAIN WALLING 
 
 

Raising Standards,  Installing Trust 
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beautiful countryside overlooking 
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or Martin Chatfield 
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 
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COUNTERPOINT  

I first became aware of Agenda 21, the Rio Declaration 
on the Environment and Sustainable Development, 
whilst serving on the Forest of Bowland AONB  
Management Committee. Sustainability, a new concept 
at that time, is now firmly embedded in local and national 
government legislation with care for the environment 
close behind. 
 
Agenda 21 was the brain child of Canadian socialist  
multimillionaire Maurice Strong who was convinced that 
the United Nations should become a world government, 
dedicated to ensuring that the wealth enjoyed by the 
richer countries of the West would be spread around the 
world’s underprivileged majority.  
 
Environmentalism he believed, was the one cause the 
UN could harness to achieve this goal and in pursuit of 
this, he became founding director of the UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP), supporting, in the Eighties, a tiny 
group of international meteorologists who claimed that 
the world faced catastrophic warming. This group was 
sponsored into setting up the UN’s Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). (UN General  
Assembly resolution 43/53 6 Dec 1988, the preamble to 
which refers to human activities, greenhouse gases, 
global warming and rising sea levels.) 
 
In 1992, allied with the IPCC, Strong set up another new 
body, the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) and masterminded the Rio “Earth Summit”, 
the largest political gathering in history. With its’ huge 
conferences, at Kyoto (1997), Copenhagen (2009), Paris 
and most recently Glasgow, allied with Strong’s Agenda 
21 ideology (that richer developed countries must pay 
developing countries for problems ‘caused’ by the  
former) it is the UNFCCC and the IPCC’s demonising of 
CO2 that has effectively dictated the global climate 
change agenda and shaped the entire process.  
 
It is a wonderful irony that the “developing countries”, led 
by China and India, the world’s first and third largest 
“CO2 emitters” seem to have a better understanding of 
Strong’s objectives than our political leaders in the west. 
They know that they cannot run their economies, nor 
grow them and relieve poverty, without fossil fuels, so 
have not the slightest intention of curbing their  
emissions. It is for the West to do that, for creating “the 
problem” and for ‘developed’ countries to fund the USD 
100 billion per year transfers by 2020, a commitment 
which the Glasgow Climate Pact (44). ‘Notes with deep 
regret ... has not yet been met’. 
 
Meanwhile, a small number of states and wealthy  
countries (including the UK) -aggregating about 2-3% of 
world population, have unquestioningly accepted the 
IPPC’s apocalyptic vision of the power of CO2 and  
climate change. Their obsession with eliminating fossil 
fuels will push the limits of intermittent renewable energy 
sources and decarbonization, in a giant and potentially 
crippling experiment to discover whether a decarbonized 
energy system can be made to work and at what cost to 
jobs and living standards.  
 
To misquote The Green Corner, A Personal View, ‘we 
could be heading for a complete catastrophe’. Quite! 
 

Philip Nierop 

ODE TO THE STONE IN MY WALLS  
by Ron Bramhall 

 
This poem is in effect a true story about a pile of stones 
by our garden gate.  We only found the pile some nine 
months after we moved in because it was covered by 
more than a foot of leaf mould originating from a large 
oak growing by the pile. Our bungalow was built in 1962 
and neither the builder of the bungalow nor the other 
two owners before us knew of the existence of the pile.  
Several years ago, Derek Fisher gave us a copy of a 
map from the first half of the 1800s which showed a  
cottage where the pile lay. Also shown on the map is the 
well, which still exists. On a map of 1902 the cottage 
has disappeared. 
 

Over the years, I used the pile to build several retaining 
walls to level up parts of the garden, and just before 
Christmas I used the last of the stones. 
 

I have dedicated the poem to my first grandchild, Poppy, 
who suggested that I write one about the stone walls.  
 

 

They were formed when Earth’s time began, 
and lay untouched till used by man. 
At first were built but simple walls alone, 
until man’s tools could shape the resisting stone. 
Then, things of beauteous forms were made 
from rocks of every size and shape and shade. 
 
The pieces that I used were once a home 
where peasants lived within lathe and stone; 
a hovel built two centuries ago and more, 
but then fallen next to what is now my garden’s door. 
Beside the rotting wood and unchanging rock an oak  
 tree grew, 
its innumerable tears of dying leaves the carcass did  
 bestrew. 
For each of twenty and a hundred years a leafy shroud  
 falls 
before the sun does shine again upon the fallen walls. 
 
We bought the house not knowing what lay there 
but some months later laid the pile bare. 
What to do with such a find? 
To answer that I set my mind. 
It took but little thought to see that a resurrection there 
 must be. 
 
Satisfying years of building walls used up the once  
 forgotten pile, 
and, oh, so beautiful look the stones the mind they do  
 beguile. 
Now, around the garden wide,  
they help to level the sloping Devon countryside. 
My transitory ownership is as but an eye blink in an 
 endless summer day,  
for un-numbered future owners will have their say. 
What will be written in the unrelenting stones’ surface 
  history books? 
My hope is sun, rain, moss, lichen -----  and admiring  
 looks.   
 

Ron Bramhall 
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SHOOTING A FRENCHMAN IN WHITESTONE 
 
This was planned as a little story about a red-legged  
partridge, but instead we were drawn into some of 
Whitestone’s fascinating web of connections to the wider 
world, which are briefly summarised here. 
 
Samuel Mitchell was a plantation owner in Grenada, but 
after uprisings there, he returned to England. In about 
1798 he bought Newport House, a riverside estate  
between Topsham and Countess Wear, from Thomas 
Floud. Then in 1802 he married Floud’s sister Mary, but 
died in 1805, followed by their baby son in 1806, leaving 
a daughter, Mary Elizabeth Stewart, and his widow Mary. 
 
In February 1814, Floud’s son (also called Thomas) was 
born at Sherwood and baptised privately by Charles 
Brown, rector of Whitestone. Sherwood (known variously 
as Sherewood or Sherwood Villa) was a disputed area, 
once part of Whitestone parish, though its rates were 
claimed by Newton St Cyres. 
 
In 1818 Thomas Floud senior became Exeter’s mayor for 
the second time (the first time was in 1801), and in 1833 
his niece Mary Elizabeth Stewart married an army officer, 
William James D’Urban. One of their two children was 
William Stewart Mitchell D’Urban, born in 1836. When 2 
years old, he supposedly laid the foundation stone of a 
new Newport House!  
 
Floud senior died in 1842, and a few weeks later his  
tenant at Sherwood also died. He was the 47-year-old 
Charles Paxton, son of the late Sir William Paxton MP. 
That year Paxton’s farming equipment was auctioned at 
Sherwood, and all his furniture was sold in 1843,  
including carpets from various rooms and mahogany 
wardrobes and chests of drawers, indicating that the 
house was sizeable. 
 
Floud’s son Thomas, now a solicitor with a home in  
Bedford Circus, inherited Sherwood, where he enjoyed 
shooting on the estate and further afield in Whitestone. 
He was also knowledgeable about birds. At Waddle 
Down in about 1844, he spotted a rare red-legged  
partridge and shot it. Before pheasant shooting became 
popular, most recreational shooting was of grouse and 
grey partridges. Red-legged partridges with their  
distinctive red legs were common on the Continent, but 
virtually unknown in Britain until introduced to East  
Anglia in the late 18th century. Sportsmen would then 
refer to shooting “French partridges” or “Frenchmen”. 
 
Because red-legged partridges were hardly ever seen in 
the West Country, the Whitestone one was frequently 
mentioned, including by William Stewart Mitchell 
D’Urban. D’Urban’s early life was spent wherever his 
army officer father was serving, from Ireland to South 
Africa and then Canada, where William contracted  
diphtheria, leaving him profoundly deaf. Unable to follow 
his father in a military career, he travelled widely,  
developing an interest in natural history. On his return to 
Newport House in 1861, when his grandmother died, he 
made many contacts and set up the Exeter Naturalists’ 
Club. Soon after, he became the first curator of the Royal 
Albert Memorial Museum in Exeter, which opened in 
1868. 
 
In 1892, D’Urban published an impressive book, “The 
Birds of Devon”, which was co-authored with the  
Reverend Murray Mathew. In it, he mentions having  
 
 

examined the Whitestone red-legged partridge, “shot by 
the late Thos. Floud, about 1844, on Waddle Down”. It 
sounds as if he first saw the stuffed specimen after 
Floud’s death at Bedford Circus in 1881. 
 
As for Sherwood, Floud’s birthplace, it finally became 
part of the parish of Newton St Cyres in 1894, and in 
1918 the house was replaced by the even more  
substantial Sherwood House, which was later pur-
chased by the Quicke family, who sold it recently. 
 

Roy and Lesley Adkins 
 
Authors of “When There Were Birds: The forgotten  
history of our connections”, (Little, Brown: hardback and 
e-book; Daily Mail Book of the Week) 
See www.adkinshistory.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Roy and Lesley Adkins (authors of When There Were 
Birds 
See www.adkinshistory.com) 

THANK YOU! 
 

After last month's call for help, I'm very pleased to report 
that we now have a volunteer for the Community  
Garden and also a volunteer for tending the planter at 
the Nadderwater end of the parish.  The Parish Council 
is very grateful that we have so many community  
spirited residents who are willing to volunteer to take on 
these parish enhancement tasks that help to make 
Whitestone a lovely environment to live in. 
  
Once again a big  thank you to all our volunteers. 
 

Cllr Vicky Bryant  

CHRISTMAS WREATH MAKING 
 

At our Festive Wreath making sessions, over £100 was 
raised. This was donated to “Children in Need”. 
 

Thank you so much. 
Gill Oakey 
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Building Surveys 
Defect & Repair Advice 

Expert witness 
Architectural design 

Contract Administration        
Party Wall 

Dilapidations 

 

GARETH  J  CLATWORTHY 
 

Interior & Exterior Quality Decorating 
 

‘LOWER HURSTON’ 
 Tel: (01392) 811819                                Tedburn Road 
          07925 054796                                      Whitestone 
    gj.clatworthy@gmail.com                                     Devon   
                          EX4  2HF 

     

          Stephen Heathcote 
         Property Surveying 
 
 

    Pound Farm 
    Whitestone 
    Exeter  EX4 2HP 
    shpsurveying@btinternet.com  
    www.shpsurveying.co.uk 
    07711 047372  
 

 Your Local    
         Chartered Building Surveyor & 

 Architectural Designer       

 

 

RM House &  
Commercial Clearance 

including 
 

Houses, Workshops, Garages & Gardens 
Any size job 

 

Call/txt 07578 869 650  

Shawthorne Bungalow 
Whitestone 

Exeter EX4 2JS         Tel:  01392-811374 
 

Mary Belt 
 

Dressmaking   Curtains   Alterations   Repairs 
Zip Replacements 

 
    Louise Blades 
 

  Saddle Fitter & Stubben Specialist 
                     07764 303 659 
           www.stubben-specialist.co.uk 

 
For all your saddle and accessories requirements 

Large stock of used saddles including Stubben, GFS, 
Pessoa, Bates and Albion 

 

50% off my visit charge with this advert 
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The last date for  contributions to the 
next Parish Magazine (MARCH) is  
 Wednesday 16th February 

 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

magazine@superjock.co.uk 

BOOKING THE PARISH HALL 
 

The Whitestone Parish Hall is now open 
for bookings. 

  

Contact the Booking Clerk, Caroline  
Honeywill, for the latest information. 

 

Tel: 01392 811245 email: carolinehoneywill@icloud.com 

JOBS FOR THE  PARISH LINESMAN 
 

If you notice any damage to Parish property, build up 
of litter, blocked roadside ditches, or any other matter 
that would improve the environment and well-being of 
Parishioners or visitors within the Parish boundaries, 
please contact the Parish Linesman’s line manager: 
 

Cllr Mary Belt on 01392 811374 
 

who will liaise with the Parish Council and schedule 
the tasks. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Looking out at the garden, I see quite a lot of mess. 
This is because I made a point of not cutting things 
down after they had finished flowering in the autumn. 
Leaving things in situ provides good habitat for  
overwintering insects and other invertebrates, most of 
which we want to encourage in order to improve the 
overall ecological health of our gardens. There are 
other potential advantages too. One is that a fair 
amount of the stuff you leave will rot down of its own 
accord, improving the soil and sparing you the task of 
cutting it down. Another is that the old growth may 
provide a measure of frost protection for the new 
growth in early spring. Set against all this, though, is 
the fact that, frankly, it can look messy, and if we are 
at all tidy-minded this can niggle quite badly. So what 
should we do? 
 
Perhaps the best solution is to compromise: cut down 
the things which look really messy , and leave the 
rest. Some plants in fact can look quite attractive in 
their brown and withered state over the winter. We 
have a delightful Rudbeckia which is glorious in flower 
from August through to October; but even now, in 
January, the stems have retained their firmness so 
that the plant still presents quite a stately appearance; 
and you can see the fresh green leaves coming up at 
the base - but I probably won’t cut down the old 
growth for another month or two. We also have a tall 
umbellifer, Selinum wallichianum (it has no English 
name that I know of) which also flowers in late  
summer into autumn and, it too, retains its elegant 
form well after the flowers have gone over; so I didn’t 
cut those down either. But come January, I found that 
they had become very bedraggled and untidy-looking, 
so I cut them down then.  
 
Such things are obviously for each individual  
gardener to decide for themselves, but in general, as 
realisation has dawned that gardens are a fantastic 
haven and resource for all kinds of wildlife, we are 
being encouraged more and more to be a bit less  
tidy-minded, to try and work with nature rather than 
against it, and I think that without necessarily  
becoming obsessive about it everyone can do their bit 
to make their gardens more attractive to other  
creatures. 
 
Looking forward into the coming months, this is a 
good time for planning what to grow in the vegetable 
garden, and ordering seeds. Generally there are far 
more seeds in a packet than one can possibly sow or 
grow in the couple of seasons that they are viable for. 
A seed swap or share is a good way to ensure these 
don't go to waste. If you don't already have a  
gardening buddy you regularly share seeds with,  
consider finding one. Get in touch with Carol 
(cgalton@gmail.com) if you would like to offer seeds, 
or even seedlings a little later in the year. She can 
then put people in touch with one another.  
 

Antony Galton 

BOOK CLUB 
 

The Essex Serpent by Sarah Perry 
 

A beautifully atmospheric work of historical fiction, The 
Essex Serpent, explores the boundaries between science 
and superstition, friendship and romantic love. A murder, 
a monster, a love story and a heroine to rival the greats of 
19th century literature, this book was enjoyed by  
everyone. Full of content with a style that reminded some 
readers of Jane Austen, Charles Dickens and Dr Zhivago! 
 

Set in 1893, the novel centres on the character of Cora 
Seaborne, a widow freed from a controlling, abusive  
marriage who retreats to the Essex countryside with 
her son and maid. She hears rumours surrounding the  
so-called ‘Essex Serpent’, a creature of folklore being 
blamed for a spate of deaths and disturbances causing 
escalating panic in the local community. 
 

Her investigations bring her into contact with the local  
vicar, a man convinced of finding the answer to local  
hysteria in faith, just as Cora is on finding it in science. 
Despite their differing opinions, their lives become very 
connected, testing boundaries between friendship and 
love. This is a novel of ideas, addressing multiple con-
cerns of the period: slum living, medical breakthroughs, 
poor hygiene, societal expectations according to class, 
means and gender and women's rights. 
 

While these various strands play out across the pages, a 
sense of menace grows. Children disappear; a man  
washes up with his head twisted 180 degrees and the 
spectre of the mysterious serpent gives each chapter a 
strong sense of place and atmospheric gloom.  
Coincidentally, on the same day as our meeting, the  
fossilised remains of a ten metre long ichthyosaur – also 
known as a ‘sea dragon’ – had been found in the reservoir 
at Rutland! 
 

Our next meeting is on February 14th – the book is “The 
Otters Tale” by Simon Cooper. 
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What were the DCC’s Planners doing in  
November 2020? 
A problem for many campaigns is simply that of time. In 
many cases it is that the campaigners don’t have enough 
time: they learn about the issue too late and don’t have 
enough time to get themselves fully organized before 
deadlines are passed and decisions are made. At the  
other end of the time scale, campaigns can go on too long: 
people get tired, bored and other things happen that  
demand attention. If you’ve become bored by the saga of 
Lower Hare Farm I apologise. However, I’m pretty sure 
that you won’t be bored by this month’s update from 
STAWL. 
 

Just to remind you, the DCC’s Development Management 
Committee met on 2

nd
 December 2020 to decide whether 

or not to approve Planning Application DCC/4101/2018 for 
a landfill at Lower Hare Farm, Whitestone Ex4 2HW. Prior 
to this meeting the DCC’s Planners had published a Final 
Report considering the pros and cons of the application. 
Then, just a week before the DMC’s meeting, on 24

th
  

November 2020, the Planners published an Addendum to 
their Report. This Addendum stated that the remaining 
void capacity at the three Exeter landfill sites (Trood Lane, 
Hill Barton and Kenbury Wood) was in fact much less than 
they had stated in their Final Report. Their Addendum 
halved the remaining void capacity, revising it downwards 
from 553,000m

3
 to 287,222m

3
. They claimed that they had 

“established with the Environment Agency that some of the 
data that had been provided by the agency .. were  
inaccurate” and that “following provision of accurate  
data” (by inference, by the Environment Agency) they 
could now provide more accurate information. 
 

Clearly, for them to make this claim there must have been 
communication between the Planners and the  
Environment Agency establishing this new information, 
and so I made a Freedom of Information request to the 
DCC asking for all of the  correspondence  between the 
DCC and the EA regarding the void capacity at the three 
Exeter sites during this period. 
  

In response DCC provided me with a series of 7 emails. 
However just three of these emails were sent/received 
before the 24

th
 November 2020, the date on which the  

Addendum was published (emails dated 19 Nov @ 10:15  
DCC to EA, 23 Nov @ 15:34 EA to DCC, 23 Nov @ 18:59  
DCC to EA; I have provided copies of these emails to the 
Editors of this magazine, and I am of course happy to  
provide copies to anyone who requests them, or you can 
obtain them directly from DCC). 
 

These emails do not support the claims made by  the 
DCC’s Planners. In none of these emails did the EA state 
that their data regarding remaining void capacity was  
inaccurate. In none of these emails did the EA state that 
they had revised the remaining void capacity downwards 
from 553,000m

3
 to 287,222m

3
. 

 

Why then did the DCC’s Planners make these claims? 
Could it be that they were trying to influence the  
discussions of, and the subsequent decision of the DMC 
regarding this planning application and didn’t think that the 
arguments they had presented in their Final Report would 
do that? Clearly, claiming that the Environment Agency 
have provided you with data that they had not would be a 

 

THE GREEN CORNER 
 

DOES IT MATTER WHAT WE FEED OUR PETS ON? 
 

A study the University of California in Los Angeles found 
that traditional pet food had a high carbon footprint  
representing about 25% of the environmental damage 
associated with the meat industry as a whole and  
equivalent to 64 million tonnes of CO2; the same  climate 
impact as driving 136 million cars for a year. 
 

Experts say pets can be fed insects as they are rich in 
protein and that farmed species can also contain high 
levels of fats, oils, vitamins and minerals. Preliminary 
research suggests commercial insect farming results in 
lower emissions and lower land and water usage. 
 
WELL DONE TESCO! 
 

Tesco is to launch the first fully electric HGVs to be used 
commercially in Britain to serve it’s distribution centre in 
Wales. Two 37 ton lorries will transport goods from a rail 
freight terminal in Cardiff to it’s hub in Magor, about 30 
miles away, starting in January. Apparently HGVs  
contribute about 16% of all emissions from UK transport, 
the sector that now contributes the most to greenhouse 
gases.  

Peter Hanson 
 

MARY’S DAIRY DIARY 
JANUARY ON THE FARM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We’ve been informed that there is no JANUARY 2022  
Dairy Diary article. A ‘bumper issue’ for January/
February is planned and should appear in the next  
issue. 

Answers : -  1. C,   2. A,   3. B,   4. C,   5. B,   6.A  
 

Results 5 — 6    you know your sustainable fabrics . 
             3 — 4    probably an average result  
             0 — 2    more work to do on sustainable  
       fabrics!! 

CORRECT ANSWERS TO THE WHITESTONE 
CLIMATE GROUP QUIZ ON p.21 
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very serious matter. I therefore wrote to Cllr. Jerry 
Brook, Chair of the Development Management  
Committee on the 2

nd
 January 2022 to alert him to the 

way that the Addendum appeared to have  
misrepresented the information provided to his  
Committee, and asking him how he was going to  
address the issues raised. 
 

I received a reply from Cllr Brook on 14
th
 January 2022. 

In his reply Cllr Brook offered to forward my email on to 
“the Chief Planner with a request that he responds to 
the issues” that I had raised. This seems to be on a par 
with asking the man you’ve discovered breaking and 
entering your house if he would kindly mind  
investigating the crime and deciding whether or not he 
might, or might not be guilty of the crime.  Clearly if Cllr 
Brook does not think it appropriate, despite the  
evidence provided, that he should take this matter  
seriously and investigate it himself, it will be necessary 
to pursue this by other means. The saga of Lower Hare 
Farm continues…..    
Take care, 

Guy Fielding   
(guy.fielding@horizon2.co.uk)   

Chair, STAWL   
 

PS: I have still not received a reply from Cllr Brooks to 
my email of 9/12/2021 referred to STAWL’s last update 
(see the January 2022 issue of the Magazine) in which 
we raised the issue of the anomalous data revealed in 
the DCC’s 2021 Monitoring Reports for the three Exeter 
landfill sites . I can only assume that he has much more 
pressing issues to deal with?  
 
Appendix: Emails from Freedom of Information Request 
 

EMAIL 1 
From: xxxxxxxxxx, 
Sent: 19 November 2020 10:15 
To: 'enquiries@environment-agency.gov.uk' 
 

Subject: 2019 landfill capacity data 
 

Hello xxxxxxxxxx, 
Can you please provide me with the 2019 remaining 
landfill capacity data for landfill sites within Devon. I 
have been waiting for this to be published at https://
data.gov.uk/dataset/237825cb-dcl0-4c53-8446- 
Ibcd35614cl2/remaining-landfill-capacity but cannot wait 
any longer as require it urgently as part of our planning 
work. 
I would really appreciate a prompt response if possible.  
Kind regards, 
xxxxxxxxxx, 
Planning, Transport and Environment Group Devon 
County Council 
AB2 Lucombe House, County Hall, Exeter, EX2 4QD 
Disclaimer: http://www.devon.gov.uk/email.shtml 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
EMAIL 2 
From: DCIS Enquiries <DCISEnquiries(5)environment-
agencv.gov.uk> 
Sent: 23 November 2020 15:34 
 

To: xxxxxxxxxx, 
  

Subject: ENQ20/DCIS/194452 Urgent 2019 landfill ca-
pacity data  
 

Dear xxxxxxxxxx 
Thank you for your email dated 19/11/2020, requesting 
information regarding landfill capacity in Devon. We 
respond to requests under the Freedom of Information 
Act 2000 and Environmental Information Regulations 
2004. 
We have attached the information for you. We are  
unaware as to when the data will be published online as 
this is not done locally. Please do email us when you 
need the information and we can send it over. 
Please refer to Open Government Licence which  
explains the permitted use of this information. 
Please get in touch if you have any further queries or 
contact us within two months if you would like us to  
review the information we have sent. 
Thank you 
xxxxxxxxxx, 
Customers and Engagement Officer 
Environment Agency | Sir John Moore House, Bodmin, 
Cornwall, PL31 1EB 
Devon, Cornwall and Isles of Scilly enquiries team: 
Email: DCISEnquiries@environment-aqency.qov.uk 
 
(NOTE: The attachment referred to in this email was not 
included in the response to this Freedom of Information 
request)  
 
EMAIL 3 
From: xxxxxxxxxx, 
Sent: 23 November 2020 18:59 
To: DCIS Enquiries <DCISEnquiries@environment-
aRency.Rov.uk> 
 

Subject: ENQ20/DCIS/194872 Follow on from 194452 
Urgent 2019 landfill capacity data 
 

Hi xxxxxxxxxx, 
Thank you so much for coming back to me so promptly 
with this data, It is greatly appreciated. 
I do have one query regarding the Trood Lane site 
which is showing 275,756m3 and has a note stating 
'revised contours, variation in progress'. My  
understanding is this has not yet (Dec 2020) been  
approved, and therefore this figure does not represent 
the remaining permitted void at the end of 2019. 
Is there any more data provided on this you can share 
with me? What I am after is the actual permitted  
remaining capacity at the end of 2019? We can then 
add a note next to this that there is an aspiration to  
revise the contours which would provide additional  
capacity. 
Thanks in advance for your help. 
xxxxxxxxxx, 
Planning, Transport and Environment Group Devon 
County Council 
AB2 Lucombe House, County Hall, Exeter, EX2 4QD 
Disclaimer: http://www.devon.gov.uk/email.shtml 

(continued/) (continued/) 
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additions will match the existing materials and will be  
sympathetic to the existing building. However, the addition 
of a balcony to the south does raise the possibility of  
overlooking of the neighbouring property. Nevertheless 
increased light spill is likely from both of the extensions 
and the new garage plus annexe which may need lighting 
to and from the main building.  
The applicants state that the extension and garage will 
have reduced energy consumption by using at least a  
proportion of low energy light fittings. Unfortunately,  
however, there are no other details of proposals to reduce 
carbon consumption. 
 

Whitestone Parish Council are broadly in support of this 
application but would like to suggest the following  
recommendations, if TDC is minded to approve the  
application: 
1. The garage/annexe should not be occupied at any time 
other than for purposes ancillary to the residential use of 
the host dwelling “High View, Nadderwater” and shall not 
be used, let, leased or otherwise disposed of for any other 
purpose as a separate unit of accommodation.  This is In 
accordance with the application submission and in the 
interests of residential and local amenity. 
2. There is an application for CIL exemption submitted, 
and therefore the disqualifying events for this exemption 
should be 
• i. the main house being used for any purpose other than 

as a single house; 
• ii. the annexe being let; or 
• iii. either the main residence, or the annexe, being sold 

separately from each other. 
If approved, these events should be included in the  
decision notice, for clarity. 
3.  As recommended in the Ecology report, a  
precautionary approach should be taken to ensure  
compliance with legislation affecting bats and their roosts, 
and any building work should be undertaken sensitively so 
as to minimise the impact on local ecology. No  
development work should take place in proximity to an 
active bird’s nest. We would also like to recommend that 
the applicants be advised to add both bird and bat boxes. 
4.  Great care should be taken during both construction 
and subsequent use of the extended property to minimise 
both light pollution and energy consumption. Given that 
the design of the extension includes large windows, this is 
likely to lead to an increase in artificial light.  Likewise 
lighting is likely to be installed in the garage and  
associated annexe, although no information is provided 
about this, nor about glazing in the main dwelling. Where 
possible it should be recommended to install low level 
light with no PIR fittings to protect local nocturnal habitat. 
Illuminance should not pose a threat to the dark skies 
landscape of this rural area, nor to affect the surrounding 
neighbouring properties. 
Note: Whitestone Parish has declared a climate  
emergency and all construction should seek to minimize 
carbon use wherever possible, and to reduce harm to  
local habitats. More information about minimizing carbon 
emissions needs to be provided. 
5.  Care should be taken during construction to preserve 
vegetation especially to the east in order to reduce any 
overlooking of the neighbouring property. Care also needs 
to be taken particularly by large delivery vehicles during 
construction not to damage local trees. 
6.  Further information should be provided about the  
proposed garage and annexe. 
7.  Details on managing surface water, grey water and 
foul sewerage should be provided to the local authority to 
ensure that capacity is adequate for the enlargement, and 
that any proposed soakaway will not cause flood or  
drainage issues elsewhere. 

WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL   13 JANUARY 2022 
 
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held at Whitestone 
Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday, 13th January 2022 
 

Attendance:-   Chair – Councillor T Miles. 
Councillors Cllrs M Belt, V Bryant, A Evans, L Fairley, 
    P Lee, S Llewelyn. 
District Councillor A Swain,  
Mrs P Vaughan – Clerk to the Council 
Mr P Mingo 
   

Apologies: Cllr T Baird, Cllr C Galton. 
 

Cllr Miles opened the meeting and the minutes of the 
Council meeting held on Thursday 9th December 2021 
having been circulated were taken as read and signed 
as a true copy by the Chair. 
 
REPORT FROM DISTRICT COUNCILLOR 
Cllr Swain reported regarding the sites of landfills within 
the area and Cllr Miles gave information on an update 
received from STAWL which is still continuing regarding 
the site at Lower Hare Farm (LHF) and advised that 
there were some unanswered questions in respect of the 
remaining capacity for the three local landfill sites which 
had been amended at the last minute following the  
publication of the LHF planning report apparently at the 
request of DCC and not the EA which is what the Devon 
waste management committee were led to believe. It 
also appeared that Trood Lane Landfill had overfilled 
and a planning application was requested to regularise 
the situation, this was also known to Devon Waste  
Planning. Also we were alerted to another new landfill 
application for 1.2 million cubic metres at Lower Brenton 
Farm (otherwise known as Orange Elephant) and if  
permitted would provide Devon Waste with capacity to 
last a very long time and maybe LHF would not actually 
be required. The local residents of Kenn are opposing 
the application. 
 

Cllr Swain left the meeting at 7.45pm 
 
PLANNING  
These applications can be viewed on line by going into 
the public access system at Teignbridge Planning  
following the directions giving the application reference.  
The following applications having been received from 
Teignbridge District Council with a request for comments 
were examined and full detailed responses were sent 
which can be viewed on Teignbridge District Council 
Planning site:- 
 

21/02273/HOU  Raising of roof to form additional  
accommodation, extensions to front and side and new 
garage with annex over at High View, Nadderwater. 
Summary of Response:-  Whitestone Parish Council 
have considered this planning application, which is to 
provide additional domestic accommodation at High 
View, Nadderwater, by raising the roof of an existing 
dwelling and by extending to the front, rear and side. The 
ground floor extension will be single storey. A new  
detached garage with an annexe over is also proposed. 
Main concerns:  
Set in an AGLV - the site should be able to  
accommodate the additional development without it  
having an adverse impact on the character of the local 
area or on the residential amenity of neighbouring  
properties. This proposed development will add  
substantially to the mass of the existing building,  
although it will probably represent an aesthetic  
improvement.  
The applicants state that materials proposed for the new 
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We substantiate our findings as follows:  These barns are 
situated on a site in an isolated location outside of any de-
fined settlement limits as set out in the Teignbridge Local 
Plan 2013-2033 and designated as an Area of Great  
Landscape Value (AGLV).  This site and the barns have 
recently been acquired by this applicant and it is unknown 
whether it is registered with an agricultural holding number 
as required for Class Q development.  The barns are  
stated as redundant by the applicant as they are not  
farmers and it is important to document that there is local 
interest in this parcel of land and the barns for agricultural 
purposes and local farming as per its current classification.  
Under Class Q a determination as to whether the Council’s 
prior approval is required in respect of the following: 
a) transport and highways impacts; see notes further in 

  report. 
b) noise impacts; see notes further in report. 
c) contamination risks on the site, - This planning  

 application proposes a use that will be particularly  
 vulnerable to the presence of land contamination should 
 it be present. Contamination has not been ruled out. The 
 report submitted by Advance Consulting Engineers page 
 11 point 4.8 Recommendations and Further Works  
 suggests: 

4.8.1 In order to confirm the initial conceptual model, an 
initial intrusive investigation using Trial pitting and  
boreholes is recommended across the site. In addition, 
laboratory testing comprising geotechnical classification 
and geochemical properties particularly metals and  
hydrocarbons should be undertaken. It may also be  
necessary to undertake infiltration testing for design of 
soakaways along with groundwater level monitoring, if  
required by the Lead Local Flood Authority (LLFA). 
d)  flooding risks on the site, - see above. 
e) whether the location or siting of the building makes it 

 impractical or undesirable for the building to be  
 converted from agricultural to residential use; or 

f)  the design or external appearance of the building - the 
 installation of large areas of glazing will cause light 
 pollution in a rural area with dark skies. 

The above criteria is in addition to the main requirement 
that the primary structure should be of sound construction 
and capable of conversion without the need for re-building 
beyond the scope of acceptability under the provisions of 
Class Q; (for the purposes of Class Q, the primary  
structure is considered to include supporting walls and 
columns, steel/timber frames, roof trusses/girders and 
foundations). 
A previous Planning Application reference 17/02645/NPA 
was submitted by Mr Varker of Rowhorne Farm, (previous 
owner), for exactly the same proposal to convert these 2 
barns to residential dwellings. It was appropriately refused 
by senior Planning Case Officer Anna Mooney of  
Teignbridge on the basis that the proposal constituted a 
rebuild and did not accord with Class Q. These new  
proposals refer to exactly the same barns with a further 4+ 
years of deterioration, however Avalon Planning &  
Heritage (Agents) state that the previous planning objec-
tion has now been overcome – We question - HOW  
EXACTLY? 
A thorough review of the structural report submitted by 
Andrew Oliver has been critically compared to the initial 
structural report submitted by Nicholls Basker Partners in 
2017 which has been undertaken by a senior Structural 
engineer and questions are included which indicate the 
failings of the report submitted by Andrew Oliver which is 
particularly vague and evasive. 
This site was the subject of a very controversial application 
by this applicant in 2020 who wanted to move an  
established industrial business, South West Refrigeration 

21/02726/CLDE  Certificate of Lawfulness for existing use 
of land and chalet for leisure purposes at building at NGR 
288561 93846, Rowhorne Road. 
Summary of Response:- This application supersedes the 
application 20/00843/CLDE, seeking a Certificate of  
lawfulness for existing residential use. The application 
was refused.  The current application 21/02726/CLDE is 
for a Certificate of Lawfulness for existing use of land and 
chalet for leisure purposes.  WPC objects to this proposal 
for the reasons stated below: 
1) The site in question is classified as an agricultural field, 
and there has never been planning permission granted for 
change of use of this site. 
2) The wording of this proposal for a Certificate of  
Lawfulness for existing use of land and chalet for leisure 
purposes is, in the opinion of WPC, to try and gain  
permission for residential use, as before. Nothing has 
changed. The land is classified agricultural and the  
applicant is keeping goats and chickens, therefore in 
keeping with the current class use. 
3) WPC have already determined that the shed called a 
chalet replaced a chicken shed. The previous owner used 
this shed as ancillary to his adjacent property, not for  
residence. There are no grounds for a Certificate of  
Lawfulness as WPC do not want to legalise any 
“development”, especially as we strongly believe that the 
applicant has been living there illegally. 
4) WPC do not know of a reason for a Certificate of  
Lawfulness for leisure purposes since the activities  
indicated as existing are lawful within the current  
classification. Further clarification is needed for the term 
‘leisure use’. 
5) From the photographs supplied, the presence of a  
pop-up greenhouse, and the fact that goats and chickens 
are being kept there, would suggest the need regular 
tending. The applicant has not given a fixed address close 
enough for this to be possible. The only address given is 
c/o in Dorset, which suggests the applicant does not live 
in Dorset. This supports the view by WPC that the  
applicant is indeed living on the site. 
6) This land does not have a recognised name or  
registered postal address and has no services for leisure 
activities apart from farming or horticultural. Neither of the 
two different postcodes (one used by the applicant and 
one by the agent) are correct for this site. 
WPC is attaching their response to the previous (refused) 
application (20/00843/CLDE), as the material  
considerations remain the same.  If TDC are minded to 
approve, WPC request it be conditioned as follows: 
1) No further development or permitted development 
rights are allowed without an application for full planning 
permission. 
2) No residency allowed outside of the 28 days per year 
rule for agricultural land. 
 
21/02758/NPA and 21/02759/NPA  Applications for Prior 
Approval under Part 3 Class Q (a) and (b) and paragraph 
W of the GDPO for change of use of agricultural building 
to a dwelling at Devon View. 
Summary of Response:- Each application is for Prior  
Approval under Part 3 Class Q (a) and (b) and paragraph 
W of the GDPO for the change of use of agricultural  
buildings into residential dwellings. The agent has  
requested that the 2 applications are assessed  
concurrently. 
Whitestone Parish Council has discussed these  
applications and strongly object as these proposals are 
not in accordance with Class Q (b), Part 3 of Schedule 2 
of the Town and Country Planning (General Permitted 
Development) Order 2015 (as amended).   
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from Marsh Barton and this application 20/00230/FUL 
was ultimately refused by Teignbridge and properly  
dismissed by the planning inspectorate as unsuitable.   
In conclusion Whitestone Parish Council confirm our 
objection and agree with the previous decision by  
Teignbridge District Council that the development of 
East Barn and West Barn at a site named Devon View 
would consist of a range of building operations that  
appear to stretch the definition of conversions beyond 
acceptable and would more properly constitute re-built 
dwellings. The likely introduction of new walls, existing 
frame stanchion strengthening, additional roof support/
strengthening and likely underpinning etc. all combine to 
suggest the proposals clearly do not accord with Class 
Q (b), Part 3 of Schedule 2 of the Town and Country 
Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 2015 
(as amended). These findings combined with the other 
areas of concern and numerous questions requiring  
clarification all indicate non-compliance. There is  
absolutely no further evidence that the previous planning 
objection decision in application reference 17/02645/
NPA has now been overcome and we respectfully  
request the Council to confirm that the scheme does not 
benefit from permitted development under Class Q and 
to refuse both planning applications 21/02758/NPA and 
21/02759/NPA. 
 
21/02812/FUL  Replacement dwelling at Nadderbrook 
House, Rebecca Springs 
Summary of Response:- Whitestone Parish Council  
response – Objection 
21/02812/FUL Nadderbrook House, Rebecca Springs, 
Nadderwater, Devon EX4 2JH 
This application at Nadderbrook House, Rebecca 
Springs, Nadderwater EX4 2JH for a replacement  
dwelling has been discussed and considered by 
Whitestone Parish Council. 
 

Prior to this present application 21/02812/FUL, there has 
been quite a history of planning activity at Rebecca 
Springs and the following relate to this property now 
known as “Nadderbrook House “. 
1. Application 15/00111/CLDE - Application for  
Certificate of Lawfulness to seek confirmation of lawful 
use as Business (Class B1) and Storage and  
Distribution (Class B8) Approved. 
This unit was purchased leasehold and an application 
submitted by Mr Mills to convert the property from B8 to 
C3 in 2017. 
2. Application 17/01938/NPA - Application for Prior  
Approval under Schedule 2, Part 3 Class P of the GPDO 
for change of use of a storage or distribution building 
(Class B8) to a dwelling – Approved. 
It was noted that unlike Class Q, there was no “building 
operations” element to Class P and planning permission 
may well have been needed for any physical works  
required to support the change of use. 
There was no further planning application for Unit 3 but 
attached to the planning application was a post decision 
letter confirming that works had been completed to 
change into a residential property.  
The floor area was confirmed as 127.30 square metres.  
Nadderbrook House is situated in an AGLV and is one of 
a cluster of dwellings at the site collectively known as 
Rebecca Springs which was once a farmhouse with  
associated farm buildings.  
Development within AGLV’s primary objective is  
conservation and enhancement of the landscape quality 
and individual character. This application proposes the 
demolition and rebuild within this traditional farmstead 
with an extremely contemporary modern designed  

dwelling which is considered to be completely out of  
character and represents a particularly suburban design 
and it is not believed that it would blend well at all. The  
design lacks agricultural reference and is not in keeping 
with the surrounding rural landscape especially with the 
south elevation consisting almost entirely of large glass 
panelled windows. Whitestone Parish Council do not  
believe that this design preserves the agricultural vista as 
claimed. The proposal is therefore considered to be  
contrary to policy EN2A. 
The applicant may own the land but the curtilage size was 
strictly controlled and specifically explicit in the decision 
notice for conversion under the Class P permitted  
development. The curtilage restriction does not seem to 
have been adhered to from the original conversion as 
these proposals are suggesting a huge increased curtilage 
in use. The applicant was fully aware of the restrictions of 
converting under Class P (undertaken by the same  
applicant) and who now classifies that application as being 
extremely dated despite being only a few years ago. 
Whitestone Parish Council are unsure whether you are 
allowed to demolish a property if it is leasehold although 
the application has been submitted under Certificate A to 
suggest the applicant is the sole owner. 
The Rebecca Springs complex, once a traditional  
farmstead with a cluster of barns and outbuildings, were 
separated off by a former owner. Nadderbrook House is in 
fact Unit 3 as denoted on the original plan and a few of the 
other units have also successfully been converted under 
permitted development.  
An example has been suggested as precedent for Unit 2 
Rebecca Springs which has planning permission allowed 
under appeal, it must be noted that the inspector agreed 
with the conversion of that disused B8 business unit to a 
residential dwelling and suggested that the works would 
repair the building and lead to an improvement to its  
appearance and enhancement to its immediate setting.  
Also the requirement to use the materials stated on the 
application form to protect the character and appearance of 
the area was conditioned. 
Additionally Unit 2 Rebecca Springs has a floor space of 
300 square metres so therefore the current building in Unit 
3 at only 127.30 square metres is subservient to Unit 2. 
Increasing the scale, size and massing of Unit 3, 
(Nadderbrook House) would not be in keeping with the  
existing layout plan. To the north of Unit 3 is Unit 5 which is 
only a 90 square metre property. 
What is important though is that the Planning Inspector 
specifically stated in the decision statement,  
“The Parish Council are also concerned that a precedent 
could be set for proposals at other buildings but, like the 
previous appeal at the Rebecca Springs site, each case 
must be assessed on its own merits with regard to the  
particular proposals and circumstances at play”. Therefore 
the Planning Inspectorate clearly confirmed that no  
precedent had been set. 
 

Whitestone Parish Council object to this application as we 
do not consider that it accords with Local Plan Policies as 
mentioned above and we are concerned with the proposed 
suburban style design in this traditional farmstead setting. 
If however, Teignbridge District Council are minded to  
approve we would recommend the following  
conditions: 
1.The recommendations specified in the Ecology Report 

 are strictly adhered to. 
2.The design is revised to keep its agricultural reference 

 and single storey. 
3.A detailed planting and landscaping plan is submitted 

 and followed. 
4.Detailed plans relating to low carbon footprint initiatives 
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Established since 1981  
 

Fully Insured 
 

Any amount large or small -  
Domestic & Commercial 

 

Prompt Reliable Service -  
Available 7 days a week 

 

Free Quotations - Competitive Prices 
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Highfield, Rowhorne Road 
Nadderwater, Exeter, EX4 2JE 
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   DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Thu 10 February 
Arts & Crafts  Main Hall 
9.30am - noon 

p23 

Thu 10 February 
Parish Council 
Main Hall  7.30 - 10.00 pm 

p23 

Mon 14 February 
Book Club 
Parish Hall 2.00 - 4.00 pm 

p9 

Wed 16 February 
PCC meeting 
Parish Hall  2.30 - 4.30 pm 

p23 

Sun 16 February 
Last date for copy for 
FEBRUARY magazine 

p9 

Fri 18 February 
Cuban Airwaves 
Parish Hall  7.30 - 9.30 pm 

p23 

Mon 21 February 
Garden Club 
Main Hall  7.30 - 9.30 pm 

p23 

Mon 28 February 
Social Club  
Parish Hall  7.30 - 10.00 pm 

p23 

WEEKLY EVENTS IN JANUARY 2022 

Day Dates Event 

Mon 7th, 14th, 21st & 28th 
Pilates - Whitestone 
Parish Hall  
6.15 to 7.15 pm 

Tues 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd 
Baby & Toddler 
Parish Hall 
9.30 to midday 

Tues 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd 
Short Mat Bowls 
Parish Hall 
7.30 to 9.30 pm 

Wed 2nd, 9th, 16th & 23rd 
Short Mat Bowls  
Parish Hall 
10.00am to noon 

Thu 3rd, 17th & 24th 
Village Voices 
Parish Hall 
8.00 to 10.00 pm 

Fri 4th, 11th & 25th 
Short Mat Bowls  
Parish Hall 
7.30 to 9.30 pm 

WANTED 
 

GRASS KEEP FOR SHEEP 
in the WHITESTONE AREA 

 

Please contact: 
MARLON WARREN 
RAMSLADE FARM 

 

07500 681817 
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Expenditure   
Mr L Blades            £270.00 
Clerks quarterly salary and expenses      £435.64 
Whitestone Parish Hall  £45 hire of hall for  
meetings + £94.25 for outside toilet at Hall  =    £139.25 
Mr G Dicker               £1,094.94 
   
REPORTS 
Cllr Bryant reported that Mrs Lesley Hickman has  
volunteered to maintain the planter at the village coming 
from Exeter but needs some topsoil to fill the planters 
and Cllr Belt will ask Mr Blades if he is able to obtain this.  
Cllr Bryant had also had a volunteer willing to undertake 
the maintenance of the Community Garden but she does 
feel that they will need to be reimbursed for this task and 
the council are extremely grateful to these volunteers. 
 

Cllr Belt reported that the 30mph sign is missing from the 
roadside just above the Royal Oak. 
 

Cllr Bryant requested that a “No Through Road” sign be 
erected at Tomshead Cross, Oldridge to prevent vehicles 
from driving along the track and then onto the Bridleway 
27 further along.  This track is purely for farm vehicles 
accessing the fields. This came about as a delivery driver 
trekked across the site following his SatNav. 
 

Cllr Belt asked if there were any plans to commemorate 
the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee to be held from 2nd to 5th 
June 2022 as on previous royal occasions medals were 
given to children within the Parish. This is under review. 
 

Cllr Fairley reported that she still has some trees for 
planting within the Parish. 
 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION   
Mr Mingo commented how interesting it was to hear the 
views expressed at the meeting. 
 
The meeting closed at 10pm. 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the 
Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 10th February 2022. 
 

 are drawn up and then followed. 
5.Our concerns regarding light pollution are addressed. 
6.A site visit from the Case Officer to establish if 

 “over-looking” is an issue particularly to Unit 5 
 
MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 
Application for post of Parish Councillor  
Mr Bruce Moody had sent in an application but as he did 
not attend the meeting it was proposed that he be  
approached and invited to attend the meeting in February 
to discuss his application. 
 

School Houses   
There was nothing to report 
 

Cross Park Farm Enforcement – Planning Appeal 
Cllr Miles reported that the application for appeal with the 
planning inspectorate was still in progress. 
 

Toilet facilities for Crossway Park 
As Cllr Baird was not in attendance and as she had been 
dealing with this matter it was deferred for the February 
meeting. The council were advised that the Parish Hall 
committee wanted a new electrical circuit installed back 
to the consumer unit with a secondary meter for the  
proposed electricity to the outside toilet. 
 

Progress on parking at Crossway 
There was nothing to report on this issue as Teign  
Housing and the residents were to liaise together. 
 

Vehicle Activated Speed Signs 
It was reported that the VAS sign at Nadderwater was not 
working and Cllr Evans reported that this was operated 
by a battery and he would look into its replacement. (Due 
to the trees at this location a solar panel was not  
suitable). 
 

Social Media Policy adoption 
The revised document, having been distributed, was  
discussed and it was resolved that the Policy should be 
adopted.  Specific attention was drawn to the point that in 
order to preserve confidentiality if you are using a  
computer or device which is shared with other users you 
must use your own unique email address when  
conducting Council business. 
 

Teignbridge Local Plan Phase 3 
Cllr Miles requested that Councillors send any comments 
regarding this issue as a response is required as soon as 
possible. 
 
MATTERS RAISED BY THE CHAIRMAN 
Cllr Miles reported that following the attendance of Mr 
and Mrs Gillard at the December meeting she had made 
enquiries regarding their enquiry regarding a planning 
application off of Heath Lane and on receiving a  
response had passed on the relevant information  
obtained from Teignbridge District Council.  No further 
action was necessary. 
 
FINANCE 
Draft Budget for 2022-2023 
Lengthy discussion took place regarding the proposed 
budget and Cllr Evans will circulate the proposals  
document. 
  
Income   
1 School Houses rental to 14th January  
   £775.00 - £93.00 (includes £15.50 VAT) =    £682.00 
2 School Houses rental to  £825.00 to  
1st February - £109.20 (includes £18.20 VAT) =  £715.80 
 

THE DEVON COUNTRYSIDE ACCESS FORUM  
 

The importance of parks and green spaces to health 
and well-being has been clearly demonstrated during 
the pandemic. For many people being able to get out 
and about and meet friends outside has been a lifeline. 
 

The Devon Countryside Access Forum is a statutory  
forum with a specific remit to give independent advice 
on the improvement of public access to land and the  
enjoyment of such spaces. Each local authority is  
required under the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 
2000 to establish a local access forum and the Devon 
forum has fifteen members, appointed by Devon  
County Council. The Forum covers all of Devon with the  
exception of the National Parks and Unitary authorities. 
Members represent access users, land owners/
managers and those with many other relevant interests 
such as conservation, tourism and planning. 
 

Devon County Council is currently recruiting for  
members. Details about the work of the Forum and an 
application form are on www.devon.gov.uk/dcaf  
 

The closing date is 18
th

 February 2022.  
 

Applications from landowners/managers and those from 
the north-west of the County would be particularly  
welcome.  Contact details in last month’s magazine 
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HOMEWORKS 
 

Carpentry 
 

General maintenance and 
Refurbishment 

 

Dealing with all types of maintenance 
 

Painting and Decorating 

H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A Y 
 
 

Carpenter & Joinery Manufacturer 
 
 

Pitt Farm, Churchtown, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2LG 
 
 

07710 434760 (mobile)    01392 811829 (tel/ans) 

Mitchell Funeral Services 
 

Your local Funeral Directors 

In your time of need we'll take care of all the funeral 
arrangements.  Call us 24 hours a day. 

We also supply Funeral Pre-Payment Plans 
 

King William Street, Exeter EX4 6PD 
Tel: 01392 272682 
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WHITESTONE CLIMATE GROUP  
 

SUSTAINABLE FABRICS 
HOW MUCH DO WE REALLY KNOW ? 
 

Those of you who know me well will have, no doubt, had 
to listen to my lecture on clothing fibres and my  
preoccupation with promoting natural fabrics particularly 
wool above fleece .  
 

All fabrics are as we know characterised as either natural 
or synthetic fibres (sometimes a blend of the two ). Both 
types have pros and cons for the user but are we always 
aware of how much the textile industry has had to do to 
make the fabric suitable to be made into clothing and 
how much that industrial work has impacted on our  
environment ? 
 

Natural fibres are made out of natural materials that 
come from plants, animals or minerals. Mostly we  
interact with wool, silk, cotton, linen, jute and bamboo . 
 

Synthetic fibres are usually formed through chemical  
processes. We mostly meet polyester, rayon, spandex, 
tencil, pinatex (an imitation leather) and acrylic . 
Acrylic is  considered by the clothing industry as an  
imitation wool because  of its good heat retention  
qualities and used for fleece and fake fur. 
Microfibres are increasingly popular due to their short 
fibres and are used for example cleaning cloths as they 
have high dirt trapping qualities. Polyester is used in their 
manufacture . 
 

How do we do with the quiz below? Answers on p.10 
 

1.  Tencil is made out of : — 
 A. Organic Cotton  
 B. Wool 
 C  Eucalyptus 
 D. Linen 
 

2. Which of the following is true about Rayon/Viscose? 
 A. Its made of wood , its biodegradable and its  
     highly polluting ? 
 B. Its made of wood and doesn’t require pesticides 
     or fertilisers tp grow ? 
 C. Its made of eucalyptus, its biodegradable and its  
     highly polluting ? 
 

3. Which fabric is made out of plastic (fossil fuel )? 
 A. Linen 
 B. Polyester 
 C. Tencel 
 D. Viscose  
 

4. Which group of fabrics is the most sustainable  
    overall ? 
 A.  Tencel, Recycled plastic fibres and silk . 
 B.  Hemp, Polyester, Tencel and Rayon . 
 C.  Hemp, Linen, Tencel and Organic Cotton . 
 

5. Which is most sustainable ? 
 A  Recycled Plastic Fibres  
 B. Recycled Natural Fibres  
 C. Conventional Cotton  
 

6. What’s the main environmental problem with  
    conventional cotton? 
 A. Its pesticide dependant and requires high 
      amounts of water . 
 B. Can cause deforestation and requires high  
             amounts of water . 
 C. Its pesticide dependent and releases  
      microfibres   
 

The brief look above at our everyday fabrics and their 
content I hope will give us all appetite to learn more 
about there suitability for our environment , helping us to 
make sensitive choices .      Kay (Norrington) 

 
Hello everyone, 
  

I hope you are all well and had a good Christmas 
and New Year. I don`t have any exciting news for 
you but I thought I would just wish you all, if it’s not 
too late, a very happy New Year. Let`s hope it is  
going to be much better than the last months have 
been.  
 

On a personal note, the last few months have been 
trips to and fro to the hospital with three visits ending 
up with me checking the B & B facilities. I found 
them all to be very good and pleasant. I find it 
strange that all the hospital staff can treat you face 
to face but not our GPs. 
 

Well, look after yourselves and I really do hope that 
we will be able to meet some time soon. 
 

All the best from Angela and the team. 
 

APRIL DEADLINE FOR FRONTLINE HEALTH 
AND CQC-REGULATED SOCIAL CARE 
WORKERS TO BE FULLY VACCINATED   
 

All patient-facing health and Care Quality Commission 
(CQC) - regulated social care workers will be required to 
be fully vaccinated from April 2022.  
 

For everyone to be fully vaccinated (first two doses of a 
COVID-19 vaccine) by this date, unvaccinated people will 
need to have had their first dose by  
 

Thursday 3 February. 
 

Vaccinations can be booked through the National Booking 
Service, or by ringing 119, or by attending one of the 
many walk-ins available across the county. 
 

There are some exemptions, including people under 18 
years old; people who are clinically exempt; people taking 
part in a COVID-19 trial and people who don't have  
face-to-face contact with the public.  
 

The government’s decision brings front line  
CQC-regulated social care workers, such as domiciliary 
care workers, in line with care home staff. It was made a 
requirement for care home staff to be fully vaccinated last 
year. 
  
Amanda Pritchard, NHS Chief Executive, said:  
“The NHS has always been clear that staff should get the 
life-saving COVID-19 vaccination to protect themselves, 
their loved ones and their patients and the overwhelming 
majority have already done so.  

 

“Working with NHS organisations, we will continue to  
support staff who have not yet received the vaccination to 
take up the evergreen offer. 
 

Chief Nurse for Adult Social Care, Deborah Sturdy, said:  
“I encourage anyone working in social care who has not 
yet had their vaccine to come forward as soon as possible 
to protect yourselves, your colleagues and those you care 
for.”  
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THE WHITESTONE APP LOCKER 
 

Apps that have been tried and tested and are used by 
real people living in Whitestone 
After the enthusiastic response to the first installment of 
the Whitestone App Locker (well, one person told me that 
they’d found it “quite useful”, but I guess that’s better than 
nothing.. ) I thought I’d produce a second batch of apps 
that people have recommended to me. 
 

Tube Map London Underground 
It’s not exactly a local app but I guess that almost all of us 
at one time or another have to use the London  
Underground. If you do, the “Tube Map London  
Underground” is a really useful app. It gives you various 
maps of the underground, including the official map 
based on the original iconic map designed by Harry Beck. 
Usefully, given it’s an app for use on the tube, it doesn’t 
need an internet connection so you can actually use it on 
the Tube. In addition to the maps, it has a route planner 
which gives you step-by-step directions. These are pretty 
comprehensive including changes, directions of travel, 
number of stops, predicted journey times, etc. For  
instance: “Take the Northern line (Southbound) towards 
Stockwell for 10 mins (6 stops). Service runs every 7 
minutes” If you do have an internet connection you can 
also switch to an online street map of London. And when 
an internet connection is available, live Information on the 
current state of the tube is available. 
 

My Elevation 
Continuing the travel theme, but this time above ground, 
My Elevation uses data from your phone to know  
precisely where you are in terms of latitude and longitude, 
and then uses your internet connection to get your  
precise surface elevation from stored data. For walkers, 
or when just moving around hilly Whitestone, its “Follow 
Me Mode” is really neat. It follows you as you walk and 
plots your route whilst showing you your elevation and 
coordinates. Nice to know why you’re feeling so out of 
breathe. 
 

Tree ID – British Trees 
This is a free app from the Woodland Trust, and its  
another app which you can use even if you don’t have an 
internet connection. It uses information about not only the 
leaves, but also the bark, twigs, buds, flowers and fruits of 
trees to identify a tree, and covers most of the common 
British trees. Having identified your tree, it can then give 
you lots of information about the tree, and the folklore, 
history and uses associated with the tree. 
 

Magnifier Plus  
It seems to be a problem many people experience: as 
you get older the world seems to insist on printing things 
in tinier and tinier print. Well, here’s yet another use for 
your mobile phone. The Magnifier Plus app uses your 
phone’s camera as a handy magnifying glass. When you 
start it up there are onscreen controls to alter the zoom 
and adjust the brightness of what you are looking at/trying 
to read. You can also use your phone’s flash to get a 
brighter image, and there’s a negative mode which inverts 
the colours which may help you to see things differently if 
they are really hard to see. Added to that there’s a 'freeze' 
function that can help you to see difficult to get at things 
more comfortably, and once you’ve frozen the image, you 
can save it and/or share it. Very useful! 
 

Finally, Vivino 
If you like, and are interested in wine then Vivino is a  
useful app. You can take a photo of the label or just type 
in the name of the wine and it will give you ratings and 
reviews, suppliers and prices, tasting notes, and even 

suggested food pairings. It claims to have details of over 
13 million wines from over 200,000 wineries, and you can 
purchase a good number of these via the app. Who knew 
that there were so many different wines!? 
 
I hope you find at least one of these suggestions  
worthwhile. Many thanks to all of the people who’ve  
suggested the apps that I’ve included here. If you have a 
favourite app, or you know of better alternatives to the 
ones I’ve suggested, please email me at  
 

guy.fielding@horizon2.co.uk.  
 

If the Editors decide that there is going to be another  
installment of the Locker App, I’ll then pass your  
recommendations on to other readers. 
Enjoy! 

Guy Fielding 
 

 
 

 

JUST FOR FUN 

 

1 Mapping/
location 

CityMapper Waze 

2 News/
Information 

Vivino   

3 Weather/geog 
info 

Barometer/
Altimetre 

  

4 Travel Info Seat42   

5 Natural World 
info 

Trees Flowers 

6 Flight FlightRadar   

7 Sensory Aids/
Amplifiers 

Magnifier   

8 Games Chess Solitaire 

9 Music/Films/TV/
Podcasts/Radio 

RadioGarden   

10 Health/Fitness/
Wellbeing 

NHS app   

THE ONE THING THE CORONAVIRUS HAS TAUGHT US IS THAT 

IT’S AMAZING HOW DEEP INTO SOMEONE’S HEAD YOU CAN 

REACH WITH A COTTON SWAB THROUGH THE NOSE. 
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SOCIAL CLUB                  
 

Annual subscriptions of £12 are now due.  
  

Mon 28
th
 Feb   Tracing your family history –Bryan Durrant 

        Unfortunately, the Royal Albert       
           Memorial Museum (previously  
    announced) are unable to provide a     
        speaker at this time and will attend later in 
    the year.  
Mon 28

th
 Mar  The anniversary meal has been 

    postponed until Saturday 21
st
 May in the  

    hope that we can go ahead with it then.  
    Speaker to be advised next month. 
 

The Social Club normally meets monthly, mostly in the 
Village Hall, and is a great opportunity to meet other  
people. After the speaker there is normally a social “bring 
and share” food and drink session. Membership is £12 
per annum, but non-members are most welcome to join 
us at meetings in the hall (except for the anniversary 
meal) on an occasional basis at a cost of £3.00 per  
evening. Meetings in the hall normally start at 7:30pm.  
 
WHITESTONE GARDEN CLUB 
Our AGM is on Monday 21st February in the Main Hall at 
7.30pm.  Please come and support. 
Our evening subject is,  'Bit's and Pieces' 
New Members very welcome.  
 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Please contact the Parish Clerk, Pat Vaughan, for the 
latest information.  (01392 411628) or view the 
Whitestone website www.whitestone-devon.org.uk 
Next meeting: Thursday 10th February 
 
CUBAN AIRWAVES 
We are a band of amateur musicians and singers who 
enjoy getting together to play a wide range of music and 
songs. We started with some great Cuban music and  
later added Scottish, Irish and European popular music to 
our repertoire. 
 

If you play or are learning to play an instrument or would 
like to sing or have a chance to play your instrument or 
sing with others, why not come along and join us. All  
music is provided. There is a small charge of £2.00  
towards hire of the hall. Please turn up and give it a try. 
 

For further details, contact Dave Lee on 01392 811579  
 
SHORT MAT BOWLS 
We normally meet THREE times a week except for Friday 
21st January when the Hall is already booked. 
  Tuesday   7.30 - 9.30 pm 
  Wednesday 10.00 am - midday 
  Friday   7.30 - 9.30 pm 
The cost is only £2.00 (50p for 16s and under) including 
tea/coffee and a biscuit. 
 

To protect the green mat (rink), please wear soft shoes 
with completely flat soles if you have them. If not, bowling 
in socks is perfectly OK. Why not come along and have a 
go. There is no need to have your own bowls as we have 
plenty of sets available. 
 
 
 

WHITESTONE WALKERS 
No walk planned for February 
March walk details next month 

Herb Piper 
 

PILATES AND EXERCISE THERAPY 
Pilates with Caroline Dodd is on Monday evening in the 
Parish Hall from 6.15 to 7.15 pm. for all levels and  
abilities. Pilates can help improve posture, reduce pain 
and help you move more freely to improve your quality 
of life. 
£7.00 per class or £25.00 monthly.  
Please get in touch with Caroline if you have any  
questions or to book the Exercise Therapy class. Mobile 
07791105987 or email caroline_dodd@sky.com 
 
HANDBELLS 
We have a lovely set of handbells, but not enough  
people to ring them all, and we would like to start  
ringing again. 
If you would be willing to have a go, please contact  
Brian Durrant on 811 328 for details. You would be very 
welcome. 
 
VILLAGE VOICES 
With our new leader, Mattie James, our sessions have 
started again. New members are very welcome 
Do come and give singing a try, it is fun and very  
exhilarating ! No audition necessary. 
Dates Feb 3rd, 17th & 24th . 
Contact Gill 811585   
 
CHURCH BELL RINGING 
If you are interested in learning how to ring, please  
contact James Bryant on 01393 811391 for more  
information. Practice night is usually every Thursday at 
7.30pm. 
 
ARTS AND CRAFTS MORNINGS  
Are you trying to finish a painting, some sewing,  
knitting or anything else? Come along to Whitestone 
Parish Main Hall and give yourself time to finish off your 
project. Enjoy tea/coffee and a chat while you work on 
your project or try a new skill. 
  TIME: 9.30 TO MIDDAY  COST: £2 PER SESSION 
Mask wearing is now compulsory. 
Next meeting: Thursday February 10th 
For further information contact Marian Durrant 01392 
811328 or Nikki Phillips 07763 879897 
 
FLOWER CLASSES 
No classes until March 
Contact Gill 811585 
 
WHITESTONE FELLOWSHIP  
The Fellowship prayer group continues on zoom at 
7.30pm on 7th February. Please contact Kay or Sue to 
be sent log in details if you are not a reglar attendee .   
All Whitestone christians very welcome . 
 Kay 07717826711    kay@norrington.info 
 Sue  07983 577221  sueharding51@gmail.com  
 
PCC 
Meeting in the  Parish Hall  2.30 - 4.30 pm 
Wednesday 16 February 
 

Please note that mask wearing for most bookings is now compulsory except 
where the main activity is of a sports or physical nature. 
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If you have any comments to make on the  
content, layout or any other matters concerning 
this magazine, please contact the Editor: 
 

Mrs Jennifer Kellagher, East Rowhorne,  
Nadderwater, Exeter  EX4 2LQ. 
Tel: 01392 273864.  
  
We always welcome any suggestions to im-
prove the magazine. 
 

If you wish to place an advertisement, please  
contact the editor for the current rates. 
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ANIMALS Ford Farm Dogs p8 Dog boarding 

  Louise Blades p8 Saddles, etc. 

  Purrfect Cats' Hotel p20 Cat boarding 

     

BUILDERS ACE Scaffolding p18 Scaffolding 

& HOMES Complete Mobile Valeting p8 Carpet/Upholstery cleaning 

  Exe Gas & Oil p20 Plumbing & Heating 

  Gareth J Clatworthy p8 Painter/Decorator 

  H G Talbot p8 Builder 

  Henry J Netherway p20 Carpenter 

  Homeworks p20 Home maintenance 

  Jonathan Miles p8 Chimney sweep 

  Luggy's p16 Maintenance 

  Newspace Architecture p14 Conversions/extensions, etc 

 Robert Williams p12 Estate Agent 

  
RM House & Commercial 
Clearance 

p8 House Clearance 

 Shed Repair p16 Shed Re-felting Service 

  Stephen Heathcote p8 Surveyer 

  Steve Gillard p12 Builder 

  Tim Allan & Daughters p12 House clearance, removals, etc 

  T P Wainwright p6 Builder 

  West Coast Windows p4 Windows 

    

ELECTRICAL SERVICES ACS Electrical Services p16 Rewires, maintenance, etc 

  Dartmoor PC p6 Computer service & repairs 

  Graham Cheriton p6 Contractor, Shows &  PA systems 

  Kevin Osborne p12 Aerials & satellite 

     

FARM & GARDEN Kevin Dinnis p4 Tractor work 

  Kevin Dinnis p14 Garden help 

  Laurence Blades p16 House & garden maintenance  

  Marlon Warren p18 Grass keep for sheep wanted 

  Mowers & Strimmers p4 Repairs 

    

FUNERAL SERVICES Crossways Woodland Burials p4 Burials 

  Fine Memorials p20 Memorials 

  LeRoy Funerals p8 Funerals 

  Mitchell Funeral Services p20 Funerals 

     

PERSONAL SERVICES  Castle support p20 Care 

  Sally White p14 Foot Health 

     

RETIREMENT VILLAGE  Millbrook p16 Millbrook Village  

     

RETAIL SHOPS Bridge Books p18 Christian books, etc. 

  Tedburn Village Stores p6 Including mobile store  

    

SEWING Mary Belt p8 Curtains/Alterations 

    

STORAGE White Horse Self Storage p14 Self storage 
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