
  

 

 
 
 

 
ST. CATHERINE, WHITESTONE 

 
with 

 
Pathfinder Village 

 
and 

 

ST. THOMAS, OLDRIDGE 
 

P a r i s h   M a g a z i n e 
 
 

 
       Rector 

 

Reverend Martin Wood, The Rectory, Church Lane,  
Cheriton Bishop  EX6 6HY  01647 24119 

 
 

Whitestone and Oldridge Churchwardens 
 

Dr. Jane Richards, Quarryfield House, Whitestone  EX4 2JS 
(01392 811492) 

 

Kay Norrington, Glebe House, Church Lane, Whitestone  
EX4 2LF    (Mobile: 07717 826711  Tel: 01392 697559) 

 

 

MAY 2022 Price 50p 
Annually £5 

  

  

Subscriptions now due 
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NORTH KENN MISSION COMMUNITY 

 
 

SERVICES FOR MAY 2022 

 
Sunday 1st May   
 

9.30am Whitestone   Holy Communion  Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30am Holcombe Burnell Holy Communion  Revd Martin Wood 
11.00am Tedburn St Mary  Informal Worship   Revd Martin Wood 
6.00pm Cheriton Bishop  Evening Prayer   Revd Martin Wood 
    
Sunday 8th May  
  

9.30am Holcombe Burnell Holy Communion  Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30am Whitestone   Parish Communion Revd Martin Wood 
11.00am Cheriton Bishop  Family Service   Revd Martin Wood 
3.00pm Pathfinder   Prayer and Fellowship  
6.00pm Tedburn St Mary  Evening Prayer   Revd Martin Wood 
    
Thursday 12th May  
      
10.30am Pathfinder   Holy Communion  Revd Martin Wood 
     
Sunday 15th May  
  

9.30am Tedburn St Mary  Holy Communion  Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30am Cheriton Bishop  Parish Communion  Revd Martin Wood 
11.00am Whitestone   Family Service   Revd Martin Wood 
3.00pm Pathfinder   Evening Prayer   Revd Martin Wood 
6.00pm Holcombe Burnell  Evening Prayer   Lay led 
    
Sunday 22nd May 
  

9.30am Cheriton Bishop  Holy Communion  Revd Tim Gorringe 
9.30am Tedburn St Mary  Parish Communion  Revd Martin Wood 
11.00am Holcombe Burnell Family Service   Revd Martin Wood 
3.00pm Pathfinder   United Service  
6.00pm Whitestone   Evening Prayer   Revd Martin Wood 
    
Thursday 26th May    Ascension Day 
   

10.30am Pathfinder   Holy Communion  Revd Martin Wood 
    
Sunday 29th May  
  

10.30am Whitestone   Team Communion  Revd Martin Wood 
 
Please Note 
Whit Sunday 5th June      Holy Communion will also include a special  
Celebration for Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth  the Second’s  Platinum Jubilee  
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FROM THE RECTOR 

 
 
 

War dominates people's lives and security 
 
As I write today we are in the fifth week of the invasion of Ukraine, by the 
time you read this article another month will have passed. It would be 
amazing to think that a ceasefire had been agreed upon and peace talks 
were yielding a lasting peace. However, I am more pessimistic and it 
looks like the Russians are willing to wage a long and drawn-out war. 
There are real reminders of the conflicts that Russia has supported in 
Syria and Afghanistan. They have in common the relentless shelling and 
bombing that destroys everything in its pathway, people are displaced 
and often end up as refugees in neighbouring countries. I would love to 
be proved wrong and my worst fears not realised. It feels that at this  
moment in time, that military might is overcoming people's rights. Naively, 
I cannot see what is achieved by turning everything in front of you into a 
wasteland! 
 
The counterbalance to this destruction and brokenness is the kindness 
and generosity of strangers. For me, this was most clearly demonstrated 
on a train station platform where local residents held up plaques giving 
accommodation details for refugees to come and stay in their homes. It is 
the essence of loving your neighbour even if you do not know who the 
neighbour is at all. It does not take effort to see the trauma and shock on 
the faces of the refugee families, the offer of shelter, food and security is 
the first step to meeting their needs. It has also been amazing to see 
people collecting practical things like clothes, bedding, toiletries and  
arranging for their transportation to the Ukraine border. We have seen 
volunteers driving vans across Europe, ambulances with medical  
supplies being driven to the war zone and surplus firefighting equipment 
being donated. It is wonderful to see the creativity and generosity of  
helpers. It comes down to what would you hope that someone might do 
for you if you were in the position of a refugee. 
 
Sadly none of this is new, human history is littered with wars and conflict. 
I guess this is so much closer to us that we see and feel its effects more 
acutely. As you read the bible it too mirrors human history. The key  
message is always to care and look out for the widow, the orphan and 
the foreigner. It reveals the compassion of God and his expectation that 
his followers should follow his example. This is further reinforced by  
Jesus who looks for and helps the outcasts and those on the margin of 
society. Jesus is unjustly and unfairly treated. We see God caring about 
love and justice. We rightly renounce hatred and injustice that leads to 
destruction and devastation. Sadly we see this all too vividly played out in 
the rages of war. Yet there is still hope for reconciliation and rebuilding as 
the antidote to war. We keep praying for peace and keep offering  
practical help to those in dire need. 
 
 
Rev. Martin Wood. The Rectory, Church Lane, Cheriton Bishop EX6 6HY  

01647 24119 (Tuesday to Sunday) revwood163@gmail.com 
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If you would like a last resting place in 

beautiful countryside overlooking 
Dartmoor. 

 
Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie 

or Martin Chatfield 
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
If you would like a last resting place in 

beautiful countryside overlooking 
Dartmoor. 

 
Phone 0164724382 and speak to Julie 

or Martin Chatfield 
www.crosswayswoodlandburials.co.uk 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

 
THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
OF THE 

 
WHITESTONE PARISH HALL  

COMMITTEE OF MANAGEMENT                                                                                     
(Registered Charity No 1134187) 

 
WILL BE HELD ON 

 
WEDNESDAY 18

th
 MAY 2022 

IN THE PARISH HALL AT 7.30PM 
 
 

THIS IS A PUBLIC MEETING OPEN TO ALL  
INHABITANTS OF WHITESTONE, OLDRIDGE AND  

NADDERWATER. 
 

NOMINATIONS ARE INVITED FROM THE PUBLIC FOR 
ELECTION OF UP TO FOUR MEMBERS TO SERVE ON 

THE COMMITTEE FOR THE FORTHCOMING YEAR 
 

NOMINATION FORMS AVAILABLE FROM THE  
SECRETARY, MARY COLSON (email 

mary.colson@btinternet.com)  
FOR RETURN BY  

TUESDAY 1
st

 MAY 2022. 
 

 
PARISH  of  WHITESTONE  with OLDRIDGE 

 

NOTICE  OF 
ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETINGS 

 
 

The  2022 AGM  of  Parishioners, and  
the Annual  PCC  meeting  

  

will  take  place in the  
 

Billiard room , Whitestone Parish Hall on  
Wednesday 4 May 2022  starting  at  7.00pm 

 
Notes - 
 
1. The AGM of Parishioners is to appoint  

Churchwarden/s. 
 

2. Any person on the church electoral roll or on the 
local government Electors register is welcome to 
attend the AGM of Parishioners. 
 

3. All those on the church electoral roll are welcome 
to attend both of the above meetings. 

 

FRIENDLY YOGA CLASSES 
Mondays at Whitestone Parish Hall  

(Starts May 16
th

) 
 

9.45-10.45am – Steady paced Hatha 
Yoga 

In these sessions we focus on posture and breath 
work to find our inner strength and peace. 

 

11.00-11.45am – Chair Yoga 
For anyone who would like a Yoga practice without 

the floor work. 
 

Affordable and flexible booking system, 
prices start from only £5 

 

Beginners encouraged to join us! 
 

www.devonrootsyoga.co.uk 
katie.furler@yahoo.com 

07923886720  

  

THE PARISH OF WHITESTONE 
  

ANNUAL PARISH 
MEETING 

WILL BE HELD 

 
at 7.30pm on THURSDAY 28

th
 APRIL 2022 

All Parish and Town Councils throughout 
England are required by law to hold an Annual 
Parish Meeting, which must take place between 
1st March and the 1st June (inclusive).  The 
purpose of the meeting is so that the Parish 
Council can explain what it has been doing over 
the last year and it enables the electors to have 
their say on anything they consider is important 
to the people of the Parish.   
 

In addition  local clubs, societies and other 
voluntary and statutory organisations are invited 
to speak about their work. 
  

AGENDA 
  
• PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

• Minutes of 2021 Meeting which were 

approved and signed at the Parish Council 

meeting on 13
th
 May 2021 

• Report of the Parish Council 

• Reports from Parish organisations 

• PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

  

PUBLIC AND PRESS 

ARE CORDIALLY  INVITED TO ATTEND 
  

http://www.devonrootsyoga.co.uk
mailto:katie.furler@yahoo.com
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WHITESTONE WOODCOCKS 
 

In “Woolmer’s Exeter and 
Plymouth Gazette” of 16th 
April 1853, it was reported: 
“A woodcock’s nest,  
containing four eggs, has 
been discovered this week in 
the parish of Whitestone,  
Devon.” Somehow, we can’t 
see any local newspapers 
today carrying such news, 
but the readers of the time would have understood its 
significance. 
 

Woodcocks are large, squat wading birds with a long 
bill, and after breeding in northern Europe, they would 
fly back to Britain in considerable numbers to spend the 
winter months here. Their arrival was a matter of great 
excitement, because for the first week or two, they were 
particularly delicious to eat. Many were shot or taken 
with snares and nets, especially in Devon and Cornwall. 
In about 1800, the stagecoach from Exeter carried more 
than 300 woodcocks a week to the London markets. 
 

The birds are nocturnal, so during the day they rest,  
brilliantly camouflaged, usually on leaf mould in  
deciduous woodland or in dense cover such as  
brambles. At dusk, they fly off to their feeding grounds, 
returning at dawn. These were favourite times for them 
to be caught, not just for eating but for their prized  
feathers. 
 

In the 19th century, some woodcocks started to breed in 
Britain and became resident all year round. In their book 
“The Birds of Devon”, published in 1892, William 
D’Urban and Murray Mathew mentioned about a dozen 
instances known to them when woodcocks had bred in 
the county, including at Whitestone: “In 1853 a nest with 
four eggs was found in the parish of Whitstone, near 
Exeter. The young were hatched on April 23rd, as we 
were informed by the late Mr. Thomas Floud, on whose 
property the nest was found.” 
 

As we have mentioned before, Thomas Floud (1814–
81) was a first cousin once removed of William D’Urban. 
Floud was also knowledgeable about birds and enjoyed 
shooting on his Sherwood estate and nearby land in 
Whitestone, so a woodcock’s nest was quite a  
discovery. 
 

The “Woolmer’s Exeter and Plymouth Gazette” of  
Saturday 23rd April 1853 reported: 
“AN UNUSUAL AND EARLY BROOD OF  
WOODCOCKS.–– The chickens [young woodcocks] in 
the Woodcock’s nest at Bawlish Wood, Whitestone, to 
which we referred in our last impression, were hatched 
on Friday morning last, and may now be seen running 
about strong and lively.  The parent birds are also  
exceedingly fearless, and do not show the usual  
symptoms of alarm, or quickly take flight at the  
approach of visitors.” 
 

The wood was presumably Bowlish Wood, close to 
Bowlish Farm and not far from Thomas Floud’s house at 
Sherwood. Nowadays, resident woodcocks have  
become scarce once more and are on the endangered 
list. But be careful what you tread on as you are walking 
in the woods! 
 

Roy and Lesley Adkins 
Authors of “When There Were Birds: The forgotten  
history of our connections”, (Little, Brown: hardback and 
e-book; Daily Mail Book of the Week) 
See www.adkinshistory.com 
 
 
 

COUNTERPOINT 
Quoting a Nasa study, I have been taken to task in a  
rebuttal by Guy Fielding of my general comment about 
climate models. Yet it is a matter of record  that  the 
“business as usual ” scenario,(RCP8.5), heavily relied 
upon in the United Nations  (IPCC) Sixth Assessment 
Report ,  has been widely criticised by scientists for  
producing implausibly hot forecasts of future warming, 
along with others in the newest  generation of climate 
models (CMIP6). (see Warming Bias in CMIP6   R. 
McKitrick & J. Christy (AGU.org)   Model Biases  Dann 
Mitchell et al (iopscience.iop.org )  Misuse of Scenarios 
in Climate Research by Pieke and Ritchie 
(papers.ssm.com)) 
 

I would also take issue with  GF’s statement that since 
the last ice age ‘the world’s average temperature has 
been remarkably stable at around 14°C ‘. This is an  
interesting but ultimately useless statistic, on par with the 
’the average family has 1.2 children’ or what ever the 
number is!  Averaging a temperature over 11,000 years 
disguises both historical and  geological evidence,  
including ice core data, that show huge variations in our 
climate during that time; including three prolonged  
periods where warming was significantly higher than 
now.  These were the Minoan Warm Period, about 3500 
years ago, the Roman Warm Period and the Medieval 
Warm Period (MWP) then followed by the Little Ice Age 
(LIA).  The ‘coolest’ of these warm periods, the MWP, 
was believed to be at least 2°C warmer than today. 
 

It is clear that long term temperature reconstructions do 
not support the argument that global warming is due 
simply to human influence, which explains why the IPCC 
and its proponents downplay the importance of events 
like the MWP and LIA.   
 

If you are still convinced that CO2 emissions are a real 
and imminent threat to mankind, you will be reassured by 
the rising trend of atmospheric CO2  recorded  by the 
Mauna Loa Observatory and printed in the rebuttal.    
The devil, as always, is in the detail and there is a strong 
body of evidence that CO2 increases are the result of, 
not the cause of global warming and mankind’s role,  
relatively small.  For a really interesting paper on  
“Examining the relationships between human activity, 
carbon dioxide and temperature” see Cause and Effect 
by Luther Haave and Derek Alker.
(greenworldtrust.org.uk) or Explaining Mauna Loa CO2 

Increases with Anthropogenic and Natural Influences by 
Roy W Spencer (a former NASA scientist)
(drroyspencer.com) 
 

The rebuttal concludes with the mandatory warning ‘the 
world as we know it is under threat’. A logical conclusion, 
I suppose, if one believes that CO2 alone causes  
warming and the other effects (all bad) attributed to it, 
whilst ignoring that natural changes in the climate system 
also exist.    
 

Philip Nierop 
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AVIAN FLU UPDATE 
 
Please be aware that the parish is now under 
a surveillance zone restriction due to cases 
of avian influenza in Tedburn St Mary and 
Newton St Cyres. This means that all poultry 
and commercial livestock are under 
movement restriction and require a licence to 
be moved. See the Animal & Plant Health 
Agency website for details.  
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-
avian-influenza-licensing-service-now-
available 
 
The interactive map can be viewed at: 
https://defra.maps.arcgis.com/apps/
webappviewer/index.html?
id=8cb1883eda5547c6b91b5d5e6aeba90d 
 
All poultry should still be housed as the UK is 
still under a general AVIAN INFLUENZA 
prevention zone. 

https://stdavids-poultryteam.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9024cf27b3758f66c081e5f0e&id=b0c951e805&e=5344d43e00
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JOBS FOR THE  PARISH LENGTHSMAN 

If you notice any damage to Parish property, build up 
of litter, blocked roadside ditches, or any other matter 
that would improve the environment and well-being of 
Parishioners or visitors within the Parish boundaries, 
please contact the Parish Lengthsman’s line manager: 
 

Cllr Mary Belt on 01392 811374 
 

who will liaise with the Parish Council and schedule 
the tasks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OVER 20,000 PEOPLE FELL VICTIM TO  
REMOTE ACCESS SCAMS 
 

More than £50 million was lost last year to scams 
where victims are tricked into handing over control of 
their computer or smartphone to criminals. 
 

New data from Action Fraud, the national reporting  
centre for fraud and cybercrime, reveals that 20,144  
people fell victim to scams where they were persuaded 
to grant criminals remote access to their device.  
Victims reported losing a total of £57,790,384 – an  
average loss of £2,868 per victim.  
 

What are remote access scams 
Remote Access scams will often begin with a computer 
pop-up saying that your computer is infected with a 
virus, or maybe a call from someone claiming to be 
from your bank saying that they need to connect to 
your computer in order to cancel a fraudulent  
transaction on your account. Regardless of the  
narrative the fraudster’s use, their goal is to steal your 
money or access your financial information by tricking 
you into allowing them to remotely connect to your 
computer. 
 
Remember 
• Never install software or grant remote access to your 

computer as a result of an unsolicited call, browser 
pop up, or text message. 

• A  bank or service provider will never contact you out 
of the blue requesting remote access to your device. 

• If you suspect that you’ve given bank details to a 
scammer, contact your bank immediately on a  
different device from the one the scammer contacted 
you on. 

• Report it to Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or via  
actionfraud.police.uk. If you are in Scotland, 
please report to Police Scotland directly by  
calling 101. 

 
 
 

THEFT OF FUEL 
 

With the increase in fuel prices, the number of reported 
thefts is also on the increase. 
 

• Landowners, where possible, should secure gates 
and block unused entrances. 
• Protect heating oil and fuel tanks with locks, lighting, 
CCTV and fencing. 
• Store machinery, vehicles and fuel containers out of 
sight where possible. 
• Consider the use of signage or other means to  
prevent cold callers to homes, farms and businesses. 
• Keep a regular inventory of quantities, so thefts can 
be identified promptly. 
• Notify the police using 999 if you suspect an offence 

is being committed. 
• If you have any information regarding fuel theft 
please email 101@dc.police.uk, call the  
non-emergency number, 101 or Crimestoppers on 
0800 555 111. 

   

   KENTLANDS 
Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2JR. 
David & Gill Oakey,  
01392 811585, 
david.oakey3@hotmail.co.uk 
NW of Exeter, midway between 
Exwick & Tedburn St Mary. 
Follow NGS signs from centre 
of Whitestone village.  

                                 

Sat 14 May, Sun 15 May,  
Sun 24 July, Sun 11 Sept 

10.30 - 4.00  
Admission £5, children free. 

 

Home-made teas. Light lunches. Visits also by 
arrangement Apr to Sept for groups of up to 20. 
2 acre secluded garden south facing with distant 

views from Exeter to E Devon. New beds for 2022 
for increasing salvia collection. Newly erected 

summerhouse looks down on the garden. Patio area 
has pond with amazing collection of goldfish. 
Perennials, shrubs and salvias. A greenhouse 

houses orchids and alpines, productive vegetable 
area, polytunnel, variety of seasonal vegetables and 

Hello everyone 
 I hope you are all keeping well, What lovely weather 
we are having with everyone out in the garden while 
it lasts. 
 

I am having difficulty writing this article as it will 
possibly be my last, for a while. 
 

Both myself and Diane Best are having to resign due 
to circumstances beyond our control, Notices have 
been put around Pathfinder asking for anyone who 
might like to takeover from us, If so please contact 
either one of us a,s,a,p. 

Angela 01647 61934, Diane 01647 61740  
 

I would like to say we have a wonderful team who do 
a splendid job working in any capacity 
Keep smiling and keep well, 
 

All the best from Angela and all the Team, 

https://www.actionfraudalert.co.uk/
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Building Surveys 
Defect & Repair Advice 

Expert witness 
Architectural design 

Contract Administration        
Party Wall 

Dilapidations 

 

GARETH  J  CLATWORTHY 
 

Interior & Exterior Quality Decorating 
 

‘LOWER HURSTON’ 
 Tel: (01392) 811819                                Tedburn Road 
          07925 054796                                      Whitestone 
    gj.clatworthy@gmail.com                                     Devon   
                          EX4  2HF 

     

          Stephen Heathcote 
         Property Surveying 
 
 

    Pound Farm 
    Whitestone 
    Exeter  EX4 2HP 
    shpsurveying@btinternet.com  
    www.shpsurveying.co.uk 
    07711 047372  
 

 Your Local    
         Chartered Building Surveyor & 

 Architectural Designer       

 

 

RM House &  
Commercial Clearance 

including 
 

Houses, Workshops, Garages & Gardens 
Any size job 

 

Call/txt 07578 869 650  

Shawthorne Bungalow 
Whitestone 

Exeter EX4 2JS         Tel:  01392-811374 
 

Mary Belt 
 

Dressmaking   Curtains   Alterations   Repairs 
Zip Replacements 

 
    Louise Blades 
 

  Saddle Fitter & Stubben Specialist 
                     07764 303 659 
           www.stubben-specialist.co.uk 

 
For all your saddle and accessories requirements 

Large stock of used saddles including Stubben, GFS, 
Pessoa, Bates and Albion 

 

50% off my visit charge with this advert 
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WHITESTONE GARDENING CLUB 
 

We humans have an ambivalent relationship with  
molluscs. We like to eat some of them, especially if 
they live in the sea: cockles and mussels, clams and 
whelks, as well as those most highly intelligent of  
invertebrates, the cephalopods - octopus, squid, and 
cuttlefish. Some of us like eating land-dwelling snails, 
too. Whether we like to eat them or not, snails, with 
their beautifully sculpted shells and their eyes on 
stalks, evoke a sympathetic reaction, featuring as 
cutesy characters in children’s picture-books. But take 
away the shell from a snail and you are left with a 
slug, one of the most reviled creatures on earth,  
especially within the gardening fraternity. 
 
We gardeners know, of course, that snails, shells and 
all, can be just as destructive as slugs, and we are 
sometimes driven to despair by the thought of all 
those slimy molluscs chomping their way through our 
tender vegetables and flowers.  Human ingenuity has 
come up with endless prescriptions for deterring them 
- beer traps, eggshells, gravel, nocturnal culling by 
torchlight, and much else besides - and almost all are 
ineffective. You may drown a few slugs in your beer 
trap, but that is a drop in the ocean compared with the 
host of hidden slugs waiting in the wings.  
 
Given the ineffectiveness of these homely methods, 
for many gardeners the weapon of choice has been 
commercially-produced pellets containing lethal 
chemicals. These can be very effective at killing slugs 
but they are also effective at killing many other things, 
including, counterproductively, predators of slugs. 
These include insects such as many species of 
ground-living beetles, vertebrates such as frogs, slow 
worms, hedgehogs, and thrushes, but also, perhaps 
surprisingly, other species of slugs - in particular the 
Leopard Slug, which as well as feeding on decaying 
vegetation and fungi will actively hunt and eat the 
slugs that eat our vegetables. The Leopard Slug is 
fairly large and easily recognised by rows of black 
spots on a grey background: if we must distinguish 
“friends” and “foes” then the Leopard Slug is definitely 
a friend, not a foe. But it will succumb to slug pellets 
as readily as the ones we want to kill. 
 
The active ingredient in most slug pellets has  
traditionally been metaldehyde. This has the effect of 
dehydrating the slug, making it unable to produce the 
mucus it needs to get around. Over the years  
gardeners have sprinkled these pellets with gay  
abandon, heedless of the damage they do to the  
delicately-balanced garden ecosystem. If you stop 
using the pellets then because you have wiped out 
half their predators the slugs will proliferate all the 
more, so you have to use still more pellets, with ever 
more deleterious effects. Your garden has become a 
metaldehyde junkie.  
 
Fortunately, the UK government has at long last, after 
years of dithering and backtracking, imposed a ban 
on all outdoor use of metaldehyde slug pellets. The 
ban came into effect at the end of March this year, 
and if you still possess such pellets then you are  
legally bound to dispose of them safely. You can do 
this by handing them over, in a clearly labelled and 
sealed container, to the hazardous waste store at 
your local recycling centre - but not more than 5 litres 
at a time! 
 

And what then? Without the pellets, how do we keep the 
slug population down? It is worth stressing that it would be a 
really bad idea to get rid of slugs completely: they form an 
integral and vital part of the ecosystem. From nature’s point 
of view, they are not “enemies” or “pests”; we do not find 
natural environments being overrun by them. If they wreak 
havoc wth your lettuce bed, that is because the lettuce bed, 
like much else in the garden, is an unnatural environment, 
an artificial construct only maintained by unnatural practices. 
Forward-thinking gardeners have long relinquished the old 
mind-set of “friend and foe” or “us against them”, and happily 
the Royal Horticultural Society recently declared that it will 
no longer apply the term “pest” to any garden wildlife,  
including slugs. The older mind-set, while perhaps viable in 
a traditional low-tech, non-intensive setting, has in the past 
century become ecologically counterproductive. It may give 
you bountiful crops, to be sure, but only at the cost of a  
progressive deterioration of the environment as a whole, 
making it impossible in the long run to grow anything  
worthwhile at all.  
 
The answer for us gardeners, therefore, is to work with  
rather than against nature, and encourage as much  
biodiversity on our land as possible. Increasing biodiversity 
promotes resilient and balanced ecosystems in which every 
destructive tendency is held in check by a countervailing 
tendency. A properly-managed garden will have slugs, to be 
sure (and aphids and weevils and all the rest), but also other 
beasts keeping them in check. Some plants will be  
damaged, but seldom beyond what we can, and should, 
learn to tolerate.  
 
So three cheers for the metaldehyde ban! And let’s hope the 
government will see sense and ban weedkillers containing 
glyphosate, and insecticides containing neonicotenoids too. 
 

Antony Galton  
apgalton@exeter.ac.uk 

 
Don’t forget 
 

GARDENING CLUB PLANT SALE AND CREAM TEAS: 
Saturday 7th May, from 2.30 pm in the Parish Hall.  
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WANTED 
 

GRASS KEEP FOR SHEEP 
in the WHITESTONE AREA 

 

Please contact: 
MARLON WARREN 
RAMSLADE FARM 

 

07500 681817 

HOMEWORKS 
 

Carpentry 
 

General maintenance and 
Refurbishment 

 

Dealing with all types of maintenance 
 

Painting and Decorating 

H E N R Y  J.  N E T H E R W A Y 
 
 

Carpenter & Joinery Manufacturer 
 
 

Pitt Farm, Churchtown, Whitestone, Exeter, EX4 2LG 
 
 

07710 434760 (mobile)    01392 811829 (tel/ans) 

Mitchell Funeral Services 
 

Your local Funeral Directors 

In your time of need we'll take care of all the funeral 
arrangements.  Call us 24 hours a day. 

We also supply Funeral Pre-Payment Plans 
 

King William Street, Exeter EX4 6PD 
Tel: 01392 272682 
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MARY’S DAIRY DIARY 
MARCH ON THE FARM 2022 

 
Spring is springing. We’ve gone beyond the time when 
we’ve been saying how alarming it is to see daffodils out 
so early (and we did). We hit high spring a little early, 
that magical time of breathtaking beauty, the landscape 
transforming in the brisk air. Trees go from bare  
branches to fully clothed in a trice: it feels like if I had sat 
and watched, I could have seen the leaves unfurl. The 
leaves unfold like butterfly chrysalis, million upon million 
of exquisite origami shapes emerging as lovely new 
leaves. Wild garlic clothes the damp woodlands, star 
shaped flowers scent the air with fresh garlic: ‘stinking 
lily’ to the old Devonians, cooking ideas whirling in my 
mind. The birdsong becomes loud in the ever-earlier 
dawn, as birds stake out their territory to feed their  
families. Ravens make their ancient harsh cry if you 
come within 50 yards of their tree, even though the  
untidy nests are high in the top branches.  
 
New life emerges on the farm: farming works best when 
we roll with the rhythm of the seasons.  Spring barley 
and oats jump out of the ground, urgently making use of 
the strengthening sun and warmth. By harvest, they will 
only be a few weeks later than the autumn sown crops, 
sown five months earlier.  They will yield less, and don’t 
need so much nursing through the winter, when  
everything from mildew to deer have a go at the young 
leaves. They also give the opportunity for an overwinter 
fallow, good for wildlife, or a winter crop of kale, which 
kept some heifers fed over winter.  We are sowing a trial 
pea/ barley mix to make into a high protein silage to  
replace bought in rape meal, that is a by-product of  
vegetable oil production.  It will be great to feed our  
animals from the farm, and in so doing put some  
goodness back into the land from the pea roots, plus 
returning the goodness of the land to the land in their 
manure. 
    
We have calves everywhere: it’s lovely to seem them 
skittering along eagerly chasing the person with the 
milk.  We let the calves graze as soon as they are  
suckling from an artificial teat.  They are as excited as 
small children in a playground.  We now have a childcare 
nursery on the farm, and the little children love to see the 
calves, seeing creatures at the same phase of life as 
them.  
 
When calving is over, we’ll see how calving went this 
year: our cows had a more sedentary indoor winter. How 
will that affect things?  Cows indoors overwinter is better 
for the soil (we didn’t like to see the soil erosion), our 
team (trudging through the mud) and our neighbours 
(worry about animals on muddy fields).  The animals 
themselves seemed to thrive wintering out in the fresh 

air: they used to grow woolly coats and had lots of  
exercise, keeping them fit for calving. As with so many 
things in farming, we are grappling with complex  
processes where there is often no straightforward  
answer.  
   
In our planning for the year ahead, we will try standing 
hay to feed outwintered animals.  This is where we let the 
grass grow tall from late summer, and graze it a paddock 
at a time in the winter, knowing animals will trample 
some.  That will protect the soil a little from the animals’ 
feet.  It’ll become soil itself as it rots, better for the  
following crop, holding more rain, as well as sequestering 
more carbon. 
  
Meanwhile, this spring, cows are enjoying the grass,  
settling down to munch the new leaves.  I love the sound 
of a herd of cows grazing all together: it’s the sound of 
many grass leaves tearing and the gorgeous aroma of 
grass. March is the balance point where we watch to see 
if grass growth picks up in time to feed all the hungry 
mouths. If the weather is warm grass grows more than the 
cows can eat.  If it’s cold, grass growth slows, and we 
must feed some hay or silage to avoid eating too far into 
the leafy growth, as that slows grass growth further, and 
the grass is so young it goes through the cows too  
quickly, making them all the hungrier, and their milk fat 
drops, making the cheese hard and less luscious.  The 
balance tips quickly, and takes several weeks on the farm 
to recover from a misjudgement. 
  
In the cheese dairy, the cheesemaker reads the milk, 
where all those accumulated decisions land.  How hard is 
the curd? How much moisture is it holding?  It’s the 
cheesemaker’s judgement on the day, how fine to cut, 
when to take the whey off, whether to dry stir the curd, by 
feel and sight and how fast the acidity develops.  
  
Tomorrow, after the day’s make, we might see if fat and 
protein is out of line, or whether we need to change the 
scald or manage the starter differently.  It’s only three 
months later we first grade the cheese, and then a year 
old when we see now it matures.  None of that makes the 
difference on the day of make.  The cheesemaker’s skill 
and commitment to reveal the loveliest cheese hidden in 
the vat of milk, is so important.  It’s like Michelangelo  
finding David in the block of marble, only for every vat of 
every day.  
 
Nettle Soup  
I love this time of year when the wild food becomes more 
plentiful.  Nettle soup is my favourite. I pick the tips of  
nettles, (with gloves!) before they get to stalky, some wild 
garlic leaves, and a few watercress leaves from the 
stream for flavouring. I love the gentle shellfish note of 
nettles, which I might bring out from a salmon stock I’ve 
got left over from a poached salmon with lots of  
vegetables that flavoured the stock. I boil some potatoes 
to thicken the soup. When they are tender, I throw in the 
washed leaves, boil for a few minutes till soft. Add cream, 
salt and pepper to taste and whizz up with a stick blender. 
Serve with our Buttery Cheddar grated on top to give a 
delicate and gentle country feast with Sourdough bread 
and Lady Prue Butter (mixed goats and cow’s milk  
butter).  

Mary Quicke  
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previously submitted for the Local Plan consultation  
regarding extensive development at Attwells Farm, the 
Parish Council’s position remains the same. Whitestone 
Parish Council support the application in principle but if 
Teignbridge District Council are minded to approve this 
application then we recommend some conditions to be 
applied.      
 
24.2  22/00588/NPA Application for Prior Approval 
under Part 3 Class Q (a) and (b) and paragraph W of the 
GDPO for change of use of agricultural building to a  
dwelling at Devon View, Whitestone. 
 

22/00589/NPA  Application for Prior Approval under 
Part 3 Class Q (a) and (b) and paragraph W of the GDPO 
for change of use of agricultural building to a dwelling at 
Devon View, Whitestone. 
Summary of full report: These two applications were  
discussed and related to the two identical applications 
submitted recently and refused.  On this occasion the  
applicant has submitted some structural calculations in a 
bid to get approval from TDC, however it is somewhat 
difficult to understand how these very basic agricultural 
barns can be converted into dwellings within the criteria of 
Class Q planning without providing comprehensive details 
of how it is actually achieved rather than base it on  
simplified calculations, opinion and assumptions. 
The Structural Engineer has not provided detailed  
sectional drawings to show exactly how the new roof  
loading, attic loading and floor loading are going to be 
carried by the existing structure and the new infill panels 
mentioned in the report. 
The very basic structure of the original barns are  
presumably designed to the original British Standard for 
Agricultural Buildings ruling at the time of erection. The 
loadings to the frame were relatively light, deflection  
criteria was probably not considered as critical and the 
external finishes were basic. 
This proposal for conversion to a dwelling will attract  
considerably higher loadings and deflection of the  
structure will need to be limited to a level appropriate to 
the blockwork, glazing elevations etc as proposed. 
No justification of the existing foundations to  
accommodate the enhanced loadings applicable to the 
proposed dwelling is provided. On the basis of this  
evidence it does not provide any further proof that the 
structures are capable of carrying the additional loadings 
required to become dwellings and Whitestone Parish 
Council again request refusal. 
 
Grant of Conditional Planning Permission 
24.3 21/01972/HOU  Single and two storey extension with 
glazed link at Hackworthy Farm, Hackworthy Lane 
 
25. REPORTS FROM COUNTY COUNCILLOR /  

DISTRICT COUNCILLORS   
County Councillor Connett addressed the meeting but 
said that he had nothing specific to report.  Some  
discussion regarding speed signs within the parish  
ensued and he advised that any issues should be  
reported to the Neighbourhood Beat Officer and Highways 
simultaneously. At that point Cllr Evans gave an update 
on the vehicle activated speed signs which were in place 
and supplied statistics regarding the two active sites.  The 
data revealed that speeding up to 79mph had been  
recorded at the Styles Barton meter during the day and 
evening and although a cause of concern, it was generally 
noted that the average speeds were 32.2mph at  
Nadderwater and 34.3mph at Styles Barton. Cllr Connett 
advised that the information should be passed to the  
appropriate authority and for Whitestone to request further 

WHITESTONE PARISH COUNCIL 14 April 2022 
 
Minutes of Parish Council Meeting held at Whitestone 
Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday, 14th April 2022. 
 
Attendance:-   Chair – Councillor T Miles. 
Councillors  Cllrs T Baird, M Belt, V Bryant, A Evans,  
   L Fairley, C Galton, P Lee, S Llewelyn,  
County Councillor A Connett (arrived at 7.40pm) 
District Councillor A Swain (arrived at 7.50pm) 
Mrs P Vaughan – Clerk to the Council 
  

Apologies: Councillor B Moody. 
 
23. Cllr Miles opened the meeting and the minutes of 
the Council meeting held on Thursday 10

th
 March  

2022 having been circulated were taken as read and 
signed as a true copy by the Chair. 
 
24. PLANNING - These applications can be viewed on 
line by going into the public access system at  
Teignbridge Planning following the directions giving the 
application reference.  The following applications having 
been received from Teignbridge District Council with a 
request for comments were examined and detailed  
responses were sent which can be viewed on Teign-
bridge District Council Planning site:- 
 

24.1  22/00406/FUL  Alterations to the existing  
dwelling and conversion of part of the former farmhouse 
to a separate dwelling at Attwells Farm, Rowhorne Road.  
This planning application has been discussed and  
considered by Whitestone Parish Council. This  
application is for alterations to the existing dwellings and  
conversion of part of the former farmhouse to a separate 
dwelling.     
Whitestone Parish Council are in agreement that the 
farmhouse and the other dwellings that exist on this site 
are in need of updating and that the outside spaces for 
each dwelling do need clarification if they are to be lived 
in again. These buildings have in the past undergone 
alterations despite condition 8 being a requirement of 
application 93/0562/COU when planning permission was 
granted. The proposed roadside view of the farmhouse 
and the two shared driveways onto Rowhorne Road will 
remain unchanged.    
This new application appears to have recognised that 
condition 8 has been ignored in the past and it is  
confirmed that these unlawful additional structures will 
be removed and the existing buildings separated into 
various new living arrangements. It is not clear how the 
new arrangement will look if natural light is to be present 
in all habitable rooms and how light pollution will be  
prevented from spilling into neighbouring dwellings due 
to the close proximity of the dwellings. Whitestone Parish 
Council have asked for the other agricultural buildings on 
the site that have been converted (apparently without 
any planning permission) into workshops etc to be  
investigated.    
Attwells Farm is situated in an AGLV and is not a  
sustainable development as it is car dependant. The 
closest amenities are to be found at the bottom of 
Exwick or at the bottom of Redhills in Exeter. Walking to 
access these amenities would involve a long steep and 
unsafe journey where there is no pavement until the 
edge of the Exwick estate.  The plans have not  
addressed carbon neutral or energy efficiency initiatives. 
Also missing is an Ecology Report. 
Whitestone Parish Council have suggested that no  
further development should be permitted on this site to 
protect the amenity of the residents and to prevent  
overdevelopment. As mentioned in our response  
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HM The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
27.5 The grant of £750.00 which had already been  
authorised at the March meeting was raised by Cllr Belt 
and a cheque was raised for the Whitestone Sports and 
Social Club for the purchase of mugs to commemorate this 
event which will take place on Saturday 4

th
 June together 

with a picnic for parishioners and the cheque (631) was 
duly signed. All in favour.  
 

Annual Parish Meeting  
27.6 This will take place at 7.30pm on Thursday 28

th
 April 

and parishioners have been invited to attend and give  
reports on the events which have taken place over the 
past year. 
 

27.7 Public Space Protection Orders (PSPO) – Clean 
Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005 – Dog Fouling 
Notices & Fines enforceable by the Police.   
Some discussion took place regarding this issue. 
We were advised that the PSPO covering all of  
Teignbridge also applies to Whitestone and from the 1

st
 

April 2022 the Dog PSPO has been extended until 31st 
March 2025.  This covers various rules regarding  
controlling your dog or dogs in a public place and  
specifically if you don’t pick up after your dog and bag it 
and bin it or take it home an on the spot fine of £100 can 
be served or £1000 if it goes to court.  We were told that if 
you are fed up with this problem, take action and report 
the perpetrators to the TDC Community Environment  
Officer. Full details will be on our website. 
 
28. FINANCE 
28.1 Bank balances at Nat West Bank as at 31

st
 March 

2022 

 
 
Income  
28.2 1 School Houses rental to 14

th
 April  £775.00 - £93.00 

(includes £15.50 VAT) = £682.00 
28.3 2 School Houses rental to 1

st
 May £825.00 - £109.20 

(includes £18.20 VAT) = £715.80 
 
The following expenditure was proposed and seconded for 
payment.  All in favour and the cheques were signed by 
Councillor Miles and Councillor Belt 
Expenditure     
28.4 Devon Association of Local Councils Membership 
£177.48 (includes 20.49 VAT)  (Cheque No 626) 
28.5 Devon Association of Local Councils £36.00 (includes 
£6 VAT) (Cheque No 627) 
28.6 Mr L Blades  £352.12 (Cheque No 628) 
28.7 The Play Inspection Company Ltd £83.40 (includes 
£13.90 VAT) (Cheque No 629) 
28.8 Mr B Angel  £152.58 (Cheque No 630) 
 
29 REPORTS 
Cllr Bryant reported on the Responding to Planning  
Applications webinar which she had attended on the 23

rd 

March and had kindly written up a summary sheet and 
passed a copy to all members regarding the planning  
aspects which the Council need to be aware of. The  
granting of Class Q permission at Higher Hare was  
discussed in respect of the clause regarding reducing  
carbon footprint and energy saving initiatives as TDC had 
stated; “Conversion likely entails a lower impact than a 

Current Account £200.00 

Business Reserve Account 1 £21,475.38 

Business Reserve Account 2 £3,417.36 

  £25,092.74 

action regarding speed limits and action for further speed 
calming within the area. The Speed Watch scheme was 
mentioned and Cllr Baird advised that she had tried to 
contact our Neighbourhood officer to discuss this further 
with a view to re-starting this action group. She will  
continue to pursue this action. 
 

District Councillor Swain said that he had nothing specific 
to report but he remained until the conclusion of the  
meeting and offered guidance where applicable.  
 
26. ENFORCEMENT 
26.1  22/0083/ENF  Hen House, Tedburn Road 
Cllr Miles reported on a response received from the  
Enforcement Officer in respect of the complaint which had 
been made in February regarding the siting of a blue  
mobile home in this area. The officer was satisfied that a 
breach had not occurred but would visit the site when next 
in the area for further investigation. Cllr Connett  
suggested raising the issue with both Environmental 
Health and the Environment Agency regarding the  
discharge of waste directly into the Alphinbrook to ensure 
the waterway was kept safe as animals regularly drink 
from the Alphinbrook further downstream. 
 

26.2 It has been noted that there will shortly be another 
application from Cross Park Farm for the change of use of 
an office building to a dwelling. Still waiting for an update 
report from the Enforcement Team regarding previous 
unpermitted building works.  
 
27. MATTERS FOR DISCUSSION 
27.1 Nothing to report on Lower Hare Farm Landfill or 
Lower Brenton Farm OE Landfill.   
 
Crossway Park 
27.2 Work on the toilet facilities for Crossway Park have 
already begun and three estimates have been received 
for electrical work required for the new hand drier, i.e. 
£560.80 including VAT; £602.77 including VAT; £740.00 + 
VAT.  These estimates were examined and it was  
proposed and seconded that the estimate of £560.80 from 
L C Electrical be accepted and Cllr Baird will organise the 
work to be carried out. All in favour.  It was noted that the 
replacement water saving tap had been installed and it 
was mentioned to reduce the water pressure further. 
 

27.3 The meeting was informed that the necessary annual 
play inspection for the park had been completed and the 
Report had been circulated to Councillors.  Two items 
were found to be in need of urgent repair and have been 
taken out of service.  Discussion followed regarding the 
installation of new replacement equipment and to effect 
any repairs Cllr Fairley had already obtained some 
quotes.  Following discussion it was resolved that £9,000 
should be allocated for this work and funded from the 
Council’s funds with funding bids made to secure  
additional funds. All in favour of expenditure to action as 
soon as possible. Suggestions were brought forward for 
other ways to raise monies for this and Cllr Swain kindly 
agreed to grant £300 from his Community Fund and it was 
suggested to also approach Cllr Connett to seek DCC 
funding. Also to investigate any other community funds/
grants that might be available. 
 

27.4 Cllr Fairley indicated that it had been necessary to 
purchase further rubber mats from Mole Avon for the  
playpark area when it had been extremely wet and it was 
resolved that a cheque for £66.64 be reimbursed to her 
(Cheque No 632). It was agreed to purchase 4 more mats 
as we have no spare. 
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The last date for contributions to the 
next Parish Magazine (JUNE) is  

Monday 16th May 
 

EMAIL ADDRESS 
 

magazine@superjock.co.uk 

BOOKING THE PARISH HALL 
 

The Whitestone Parish Hall is now open 
for bookings. 

  

Contact the Booking Clerk, Caroline  
Honeywill, for the latest information. 

 

Tel: 01392 811245 email: carolinehoneywill@icloud.com 

WHITESTONE BOOK CLUB 
DRACULA BY BRAM STOKER  
 

We discussed the novel Dracula by Bram Stoker at our 
April meeting and had a lively discussion - it was a reread 
for two members who had read it at school! Written in 
1897, Dracula isn't just a book anymore, but a name, a 
broad stereotyping of a character which encompasses 
many different components and interpretations across 
many media genres.  
 

It begins with Jonathan Harker's journey through  
Transylvania to Dracula's castle, after being warned by 
locals that Dracula is not someone you want to visit after 
dark. The dramatic build up to the meeting with Dracula is 
tense and scary, with rich detail of time and place which 
gives the book its drama and authenticity.  
 

The first part of the book is an exercise in dread, with  
Jonathan slowly realising that his host is something  
inhuman and utterly evil. It is brimming with paranoia and 
a feeling of the unknowable. It's told entirely via diary  
entries which only adds to that, enabling the reader to look 
into Jonathan's slowly developing fear as he begins to 
make connections between the Count and the horrors of 
the night. The books moves on to Whitby and letters  
between Lucy Westenra and Mina Murray, the two female 
heroes, then a ship crashes and the story starts in  
earnest. 

 

One of the things about Dracula that grates with female 
readers is the endless sexism so characteristic of  
Victorian novels. Mina, a strong heroine whose  
intelligence and resolve lies behind the defeat of Dracula, 
is described as thinking like a man and her intelligence 
can only be acknowledged on male terms.  
 

The main characters are very well portrayed, and the book 
has many themes - savagery, love, religion, technology  
(phonagraph & typewriter), friendship and good over evil 
to name just a few. A mixed reaction from the group, but 
we agreed that the prose was of very high quality. Dracula 
was the first vampire novel and coincidentally on Radio 4  
recently Melvyn Bragg discussed the influential novella of 
John Polidori (1795-1821) who was Byron’s physician.  
Published in 1819, it soon spawned West End plays, 
Bram Stoker’s novel and future countless films, comics, 
opera, ballet, children’s literature and a tourist industry for 
Whitby and Transylvania ,  
 

At our next meeting on May 13
th

, we will review “The  
Broken Road” by Patrick Leigh Fermor. 

new build. No specific carbon reduction measures have 
been sought…”.  It was noted that WPC would continue 
to request this on all planning responses. 
 

Cllr Galton reported on the Climate Change meeting 
which had taken place on the 23

rd
 March but which had 

a fairly low attendance compared to the first meeting 
but further meetings on this subject will be arranged. It 
was agreed that a general local awareness had been 
achieved. 
 

Cllr Baird said that she had been requested by Cllr 
Moody to raise the subject of the telephone boxes  
within the village but no further progress has as yet 
been made regarding these to be set up as book stores 
for public use. Cllr Belt is to liaise with Mr Blades to 
discuss installing the shelves and make progress,  
additionally Cllr Baird requested some ditches to be 
cleared. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.45pm 
 
The next Parish Council meeting will take place in the 
Parish Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 12

th
 May 2022. 

 
 
 

CHURCH HOUSE 
EDUCATIONAL  
FOUNDATION          Registered charity 269625 
 

This fund provides financial assistance to residents 
of the ancient parish of Whitestone who wish to  
further their education or training for academic or 
practical purposes - funding for leisure activities are 
not eligible for consideration. There is no restriction 
on the age of applicants who may apply and  
applications are not means tested. 
 

All applications are assessed in confidence by the  
Trustees with reference to the provisions of the 
Trust Deed.  Successful grant applications range 
typically from £50 to £500, depending on particular  
circumstances. 
 

The Trustees are elected representatives from local 
organisations who meet twice a year, normally in 
May and November to consider applications.  
Applications need to be fully costed with  
documentary evidence and must be  
accompanied by a completed data protection 
form which can be downloaded from the website 
(www.whitestone-devon.org.uk and selecting CHEF 
from the top menu). They should be sent to Hon 
Secretary Mrs Margaret Nierop Hillcrest Whitestone 
EX4 2HR or by email to:  
margaret@thenierops.co.uk to arrive no later than 
18th May 2022. 
 

Applications are now invited for consideration 
for funding at the meeting of trustees to be held 
in May 2022.  

          Margaret Nierop  

mailto:margaret@thenierops.co.uk
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CLIMATE ACTION GROUP TALK  
AUDREY COMPTON 
23RD MARCH -  WHITESTONE PARISH HALL 
 

Audrey Compton is a local farmer who was instrumental 
in setting up ACT (Action for Climate Teignbridge), and 
now works for them, chiefly in the Food, Farming and 
Forestry section. This role ideally matches her skills and 
passions as a wildlife farmer and Countryside Ranger, 
and she is a campaigner on local ecological issues. One 
of her chief aims is to encourage communities and  
parishes in Teignbridge to work towards combating the 
effects of climate change in ways appropriate for them. 
 

Using a PowerPoint presentation, Audrey led us through 
a wide range of facts, initiatives, and ideas of what we 
could think about doing. Here are some of the highlights: 
 

Carbon emissions per capita: 
The global average per capita is roughly 4.8 tonnes, very 
unevenly distributed across the globe. The highest  
emitters are the major oil-producing countries, followed 
by north America. The UK sits above the average at 
around 13 tonnes , whereas African countries average 
out at 0.2 tonnes.   
 

Does recycling do a good job? 
Even across Devon recycling collections vary in what 
each local  council will take. Teignbridge is quite specific 
and, although we are not able to put all ‘recyclable’  
plastic into our green or black bins, what does go in is 
actually recycled, in various parts of the UK, or in a small 
number of cases in Europe. It is not put into landfill or 
burnt or shipped off to somewhere in the Far East. All this 
is well-documented on the Teignbridge website. 
 

Too much ‘stuff’ 
So much manufacturing today  involves considerable  
carbon emissions, products are not made to last, and 
much ends up in landfill. So what can we do if we feel we 
need a certain item? Do you actually want/need to own 
that thing yourself. If you do, where can you source it 
from? Can you find it second hand? If not, check where it 
is made. Local is best (including UK or European  
manufactured). But even better still, can the item be  
borrowed or does someone have one they can give you. 
Here the audience felt a certain smugness, as Peter  
Hanson’s wonderful Whitestone email circulation list so  
perfectly meets that need.  
 

Shopping 
Looking at images of filled supermarket trolleys, led  
directly to the activity prepared in advance by Audrey. 
Several tables had been laid out with various groups of 
household purchases – food and drink, cleaning,  
toiletries, store cupboard ingredients, toys. Our task was 
to sort this lot out into ecologically ‘good’ ‘bad’ and ‘ok’, 
by scrutinising the labels. An unexpected number of 
seemingly ‘green’ products are much less green than 
their advertising would suggest. This exercise showed us 
that careful reading of the labels really helps to highlight 
the greenwashing. 
 

Looking ahead 
One idea that struck us as a worthwhile initiative to  
pursue is that of a Parish ‘repair shop’ or equivalent. This 
could involve residents with useful skills coming to the 
Parish Hall once every few months, and helping others to 
mend or make things. This is something your local  
Climate Action Group plans to look into as a project. 
 

This was a thought-provoking evening for which we felt 
very lucky to have someone as passionate, informed and 
experienced as Audrey to encourage us to do more. 
 

Carol Galton for the Whitestone Climate Action Group 

 

Whitestone Parish Council 
Message from the Chair 

Hello all, I hope that you have enjoyed your Easter Break, 
the weather was kind and gave us all an opportunity to get 
out and about. 
 

Very sad news regarding the Avian Bird Flu that has struck 
our Parish and neighbouring Parishes too, sadly this year’s 
variant is much more lethal and communicable, called 
HPAI, for Highly Pathogenic Avian Influenza and is mostly 
spread by birds in close contact. Even though a lot of  
money goes into tracking, testing and pro-active culling of 
infected birds, this is a real problem and our thoughts go 
out to all those that have been affected. 
 

Planning – a busy time with planning applications, for 
those keeping watch, Devon View has come up again with 
2 applications for dwellings, we are aware that Teignbridge 
District Council have been backlogged and recently had a 
“reset” week to try and catch up with some older  
applications. The Parish Council would like to encourage 
everyone who has an opinion to respond to applications as 
it is you that can help shape the future of the Parish. 
 

The hot topic and subject of continual complaints is dog 
mess! Well as we all know there is no Poo Fairy and if you 
own a dog and are a committed dog owner and a  
respectable member of our community you will routinely 
pick up after your dog and bag it and bin it.  Some  
unscrupulous owners just let their dog defecate anywhere 
and just leave it or strangely some even do pick it up and 
then toss the bag in the hedge further along, yes we’ve all 
seen the evidence! 
 

As of April 1
st
, Teignbridge has a Public Space Protection 

Order (PSPO) in place until 31
st
 March 2025.  See the link 

below: 
https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/environmental-health-and-
wellbeing/dogs/dog-pspo/dog-controls/ 
 

This also covers Whitestone you’ll be pleased to know and 
covers various rules regarding dogs in public places. It 
covers many points and here we specifically touch on the 
rules for dog mess: 

• pick up after your dog in public 
places. Bagged dog waste can 
be put in public litter bins where 
there are no accessible dog 
waste bins. 

• carry sufficient dog poo bags or 
other appropriate means to pick 
up dog faeces. 

• If you ignore a PSPO, you can 
be fined: 

• £100 on the spot (a fixed penalty 
notice) 

• up to £1,000 if it goes to court 
If you witness a breach of the PSPO, then you must report 
it, if possible take photos, note the date, time and  
frequency, dog breed or description, name and address of 
perpetrator, if known. You can report it by emailing: 
envc@teignbridge.gov.uk 
There is nowhere to hide anymore, report those  
inconsiderate and selfish dog owners/walkers who don’t 
care about you, the environment or spreading disease.  
 

If you have any suggestions or concerns that we can  
address and deal with, please let us know, email:  
parishcouncilwhitestone@gmail.com 

Cllr Tanya Miles (Chair of Whitestone Parish Council) 

 

Whitestone Parish Council 
Message from the Chair 
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MORE QUESTIONS THAN ANSWERS 
 

People will remember that Cllr Alan Connett was a 
tremendously helpful supporter of Whitestone’s efforts 
to prevent the approval of the Lower Hare Farm landfill 
site. As our County Councillor he was very concerned 
by this proposal, and at the crucial meeting of the 
DCC’s Development Management Committee he tabled 
a motion that the application should be refused. He 
argued powerfully to persuade the other members of the 
committee to support his motion. His motion was only 
defeated by the casting vote of Cllr Jerry Brook, the 
Chair. 
 

Alan Connett continues to support STAWL and 
Whitestone, and has expressed his concern about 
apparent misrepresentation of the information presented 
to the DMC by Devon County Council’s planners at the 
December 2020 meeting. He has tabled a series of 
questions about this information which he has submitted 
to the full Council, with the request that they respond 
publicly to these questions at the next meeting of the 
Council on May 26

th
 2022. 

 

Here is the text of the questions that Cllr Connett has 
tabled:  
 

Questions for the Council Meeting of Devon County 
Council  on 26

th
 May 2022 

Background: A very controversial planning application 
for a major landfill site at Lower Hare Farm, Whitestone, 
was given planning consent by Devon County Council in 
December 2020. A proposal to refuse consent was lost 
on the casting vote of the Committee Chair. A new 
proposal to give consent was then narrowly approved. 
Since that decision, local community campaigners have 
continued to believe the consent was granted without 
the Development Management Committee having full 
possession of the facts. 
 

1. Will the Cabinet Member confirm that the 
Environment Agency on the 23 November 2020 
provided additional information to the Council which 
identified that the remaining landfill capacity at the three 
Exeter landfill sites was 553,000m

3
. However, the next 

day, 24 November 2020, Devon County Council 
published an Addendum stating that, according to the 
Environment Agency, the remaining landfill capacity at 
these three sites as only 287,222m

3
? 

 

2. Was the Addendum published knowing that the 
Environment Agency information was not publicly 
available and could not be checked by members of the 
public e.g. objectors, and also that there was no known 
publication date? 
 

3. Will the Cabinet Member confirm the data on 
remaining landfill void capacities at the end of 2019 was 
published by the Environment Agency on 30 November 
2020, just two days before the Development 
Management Committee's meeting on 02 December, 
and this data continued to state that the remaining void 
capacity for the three Exeter sites was 553,000m

3
? 

  
4. Does the Cabinet Member agree that the data 
published by the Environment Agency did not state that 
the remaining capacity was only 287,222m

3
?  

5. Does the Cabinet Member agree that, in summary, on 
24 November 2020, in preparation for the meeting of the 
Development Management Committee meeting on 02 
December 2020, Devon County Council published an 
Addendum which presented revised data for which, at 
that time, it appeared to have no external evidence to 
support? 
 

6. Does the Cabinet Member agree that the Addendum 
appears to state a position which was in contradiction to 
the data provided to the County Council by the 
Environment Agency, and which could not be checked by 
objectors to the Lower Hare Farm proposal, or the 
general public? 
  
To put it mildly, it will be very interesting to see the 
answers that the responsible DCC Cabinet Member 
provides! 
 

The next DCC Council Meeting is on Thursday 26
th
 May. 

It begins at 2:15pm and it’s a public meeting, so it’s 
possible to attend the meeting in person at County Hall. 
Alternatively, you can stream it online. You can copy and 
paste the link from the DCC’s website at: 
 

https://democracy.devon.gov.uk/ieListDocuments.aspx?
CId=132&MId=4352&Ver=4 

Guy Fielding 
On behalf of STAWL  

UPDATE - THE QUEEN’S PLATINUM 
JUBILEE AT THE PARISH HALL 
 

• To celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee over the 
weekend on Saturday 4

th
 June 2022, the Whitestone 

Sports and Social Club (in conjunction with the 
Whitestone Parish Council) are planning a  
Bring-your-Own Parish Picnic at the Parish Hall  
including a children’s ‘Royal Fancy Dress’ competition, 
children’s races  and themed games from 70 years 
ago. 

 

• To commemorate the occasion, there will be a  
presentation of a free Jubilee Mug for all the children 
who live in the Parish of Whitestone and who are 16 
years old or younger on 7

th
 June 2022. 

 

• To help us know the number of mugs to buy, please 
could contact either Mary Belt (01392 811374) or Jock 
Kirkpatrick (whitestone@superjock.co.uk) with the 
names of your children that would like to receive the 
gift. Spare mugs will be available for purchase for older 
children or others. 

 

• Finally, if you feel that you would like to organise any 
other fun event or activity to help celebrate the day, we 
would be very happy for you to do so. We have already 
had the kind offer of a vintage vehicle display of  
several vehicles. We’re sure that parents and children 
alike will enjoy a close-up experience of what motoring 
was really like. 

 

• The proposed timetable of events for 4th June 2022 is: 
 12.30 pm    Family Picnic 
   2.00 pm    Children’s Royal fancy dress parade 
   2.30 pm   Presentation of commemorative mugs 
 
Additionally, free tea, coffee and squash will be available 
all afternoon and a celebration cake has kindly been  
donated by the Cakery of Cowick Street. 
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THE GREEN CORNER 
 

LOW(ER) CARBON DRIVING - ADVICE FROM A 
GUINNESS WORLD RECORD HOLDER 

If you want to save fuel there’s a very simple thing you 
can do which is very effective but which doesn’t come 
naturally to most of us. This is it: 

• Try to keep moving. Acceleration takes a lot more 
fuel than just driving at a constant speed. So if you 
can see you are going to have to stop shortly - say if 
the lights ahead are on red - slow down now as 
much as you can so that you're still moving when you 
get there. This saves all the fuel you would  
otherwise have used to accelerate to the speed you 
are now at.  Obviously be aware of any vehicles  
behind you so you don’t inconvenience them too 
much. When approaching a roundabout, use a similar 
technique to feed into them rather than stop. My dad 
would have agreed with this - he used to say think of 
putting the brakes on as squirting petrol on the road. 
So, if you’ve managed all this, you’ll find you’ve  
hardly used the brakes at all. 

• Slow down and lose weight (the car not you!) 
Drive as slow as reasonable and in higher gears  
without labouring the engine. Get rid of stuff from the 
boot that you don’t really need and take any roof 
racks off when not in use.  

 
 
 
 

RESPONSE TO COUNTERPOINT ARTICLE 
In last month’s newsletter, Mr Nierop quoted Richard 
Lindzen, Professor of Meteorology at MIT. Mr Lindzen’s 
quote was an expression of climate scepticism and  
mentions “exaggerations of highly uncertain computer 
projections combined into implausible chains of  
inference”.  
 

The first point to note is that Mr Lindzen’s role as  
professor at MIT ended in 2013. The second point of 
note is that, in 2017, there was a response to Mr  
Lindzen continuing denial of climate change, which was 
sent to the president of the time, Donald Trump: 
 

“From Colleagues at MIT in the program in atmospheres, 
Oceans and Climate, all of whom are actively involved in 
understanding climate.  
“We write to make it clear that this is not a view shared 
by us or by the overwhelming majority of other scientists 
who have devoted their professional lives to careful 
study of climate science. The risks to the earths system 
associated with increasing levels of CO2 are almost  
universally agreed by climate scientists to be real ones. 
These include but are not limited to sea level rise, ocean 
acidification, and increases in extreme flooding and 
droughts all with serious consequences for mankind.”  
 

Some people, including Mr Nierop, may think that Mr 
Lindzen’s sceptical voice is the truth, but the MIT  
scientists from the faculty of the MIT program in  
Atmospheres, Oceans and Climate disagree. 
 

http://climate-science.mit.edu/wp-content/
uploads/2017/03/LetterTrump1.png 
 

David Phillips 

   DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  

Sun 1 May 
Whitestone Walkers 
Otterton area 

p23 

Wed 4 May 
PCC AGM 
Billiard Room  7.00 - 9.00pm 

p5 

Sat 7th May 
Garden Club Sale of Plants 
Parish hall  1.00 - 4.00pm 

p9 

Tue 9 May 
Flower Arranging Classes 
Parish Hall   2.00 - 4.00 pm 

p23 

Thu 12 May 
Arts & Crafts  Main Hall 
9.30am - noon 

p23 

Thu 12 May 
Parish Council 
Main Hall  7.30 - 10.00 pm 

p23 

Fri 13 May 
Book Club 
Parish Hall 2.00 - 4.00 pm 

p19 

Mon 16 May 
Garden Club 
Main Hall  7.30 - 9.30 pm 

p23 

Mon 16 May 
Last date for copy for JUNE 
magazine 

p17 

Wed 18 May 
Parish Hall AGM 
Main Hall  7.30 - 9.30pm 

p5 

Fri 20 May 
Cuban Airwaves 
Parish Hall  7.30 - 9.30 pm 

p23 

Sat 21 May 
Social Club Meal 
Parish Hall  7.15 - 10.00 pm 

p23 

Thu 28 April 
Annual Parish Meeting 
Parish Hall  7.00 - 10.00 pm 

p5 

WEEKLY EVENTS IN APRIL 2022 

Day Dates Event 

Mon 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th 
Pilates - Whitestone 
Parish Hall  
6.15 to 7.15 pm 

Mon 16th, 23rd & 30th 
Yoga 
Parish hall 
9.45 - 11.45am 

Tues 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st 
Baby & Toddler 
Parish Hall 
9.30 to midday 

Tues 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th & 31s 
Short Mat Bowls 
Parish Hall 
7.30 to 9.30 pm 

Wed 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th 
Short Mat Bowls  
Parish Hall 
10.00am to noon 

Thu 5th,19th & 26th 
Village Voices 
Parish Hall 
8.00 to 9.30 pm 

Fri 6th, 13th & 27th 
Short Mat Bowls  
Parish Hall 
7.30 to 9.30 pm 
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SOCIAL CLUB                  
 

Sat 21
st
 May     Annual dinner 7.15pm for 7:30pm 

                         (members only).  
Mon 27th June   7pm start. Music Evening, showcasing 
                          the musical talent in the village. (open to 
                          non-members and free). If you wish to 
                          perform then please contact  
                          Peter Hanson on 01392 811878. 
The Social Club normally meets monthly, mostly in the 
Parish Hall, and is a great opportunity to meet other  
people. After the speaker there is normally a social “bring 
and share” food and drink session. Membership is £12 
per annum, but non-members are most welcome to join 
us at meetings in the hall (except for the annual dinner) 
on an occasional basis at a cost of £3.00 per evening. 
Meetings in the hall normally start at 7:30pm.  

 
WHITESTONE GARDEN CLUB 
On MAY 7th we have our CREAM TEAS & PLANT SALE 
in the Parish Hall. See poster on p.11 
If anyone has plants they would like to donate please 
bring to the hall on the 7th by 1.30pm.    
Contact Gill on 811585 
 

On MAY 16th, we have Andrew Hughes with a very  
interesting talk. "How can we help our soils beat climate 
change " 
Competition is “Garden on a plate.” 
Visitors always welcome. Contact Philip 0164761419 

 
CUBAN AIRWAVES 
We are a band of amateur musicians and singers who 
enjoy getting together to play a wide range of music and 
songs. We started with some great Cuban music and  
later added Scottish, Irish and European popular music to 
our repertoire. 
 

If you play or are learning to play an instrument or would 
like to sing or have a chance to play your instrument or 
sing with others, why not come along and join us. All  
music is provided. There is a small charge of £2.00  
towards hire of the hall. Please turn up and give it a try. 
 

For further details, contact Dave Lee on 01392 811579  

 
SHORT MAT BOWLS 
We normally meet THREE times a week except for Friday 
15th April when the Hall is already booked. 
  Tuesday   7.30 - 9.30 pm 
  Wednesday 10.00 am - midday 
  Friday   7.30 - 9.30 pm 
The cost is only £2.00 (50p for 16s and under) including 
tea/coffee and a biscuit. 
 

To protect the green mat (rink), please wear soft shoes 
with completely flat soles if you have them. If not, bowling 
in socks is perfectly OK. Why not come along and have a 
go. There is no need to have your own bowls as we have 
plenty of sets available. 

 
PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS 
Please contact the Parish Clerk, Pat Vaughan, for the 
latest information.  (01392 411628) or view the 
Whitestone website www.whitestone-devon.org.uk 
Next meetings: Thursday 12th May. 
 
FRIENDLY YOGA CLASSES 
Starting on Monday, 16th May, in the Parish Hall 
9.45 - 10.45am  Steady paced Hatha Yoga 
11.00 - 11.45am  Chair Yoga (no floor work) 
Affordable and flexible booking system, prices start from 
only £5. Beginners encouraged to join us! 

WHITESTONE WALKERS 
Next Walk - Sunday 1st May 2022 
Meet by Otterton village green at 1030am.  
 

Directions: Follow the A3052 Sidmouth Road to Newton 
Poppleford, take the B3178 Budleigh Salterton road and 
then turn left to Otterton shortly after Bicton Park.  
There are a number of places to park in Otterton, either 
on the left by the village green (just after passing  
Otterton Mill on the right) or turn right up Maunders Hill 
and park on the right.  
 

The walk will be a circular walk of about 5.7 miles down 
the river towards Budleigh Salterton and then crossing 
over and following the coastal path back around to  
Otterton. Refreshments available at Otterton Mill at the 
end. There are a couple of short steep climbs and it is a 
bit muddy in a few places. 
 

Bryan Durrant 01392 811328 

 
PILATES AND EXERCISE THERAPY 
Pilates with Caroline Dodd is on Monday evening in the 
Parish Hall from 6.15 to 7.15 pm. for all levels and  
abilities. Pilates can help improve posture, reduce pain 
and help you move more freely to improve your quality 
of life. 
£7.00 per class or £25.00 monthly.  
Please get in touch with Caroline if you have any  
questions or to book the Exercise Therapy class. Mobile 
07791105987 or email caroline_dodd@sky.com 

 
HANDBELLS 
We have a lovely set of handbells, but not enough  
people to ring them all, and we would like to start  
ringing again. 
If you would be willing to have a go, please contact  
Bryan Durrant on 811 328 for details. You would be 
very welcome. 

 
VILLAGE VOICES 
New Singers always welcome Come and give us a try ! 
Dates  5th, 19th & 26th May 
Contact Jane 01647 270109 

 
CHURCH BELL RINGING 
If you are interested in learning how to ring, please  
contact James Bryant on 01392 811391 for more  
information. Practice night is usually every Thursday at 
7.30pm.  

 
ARTS AND CRAFTS MORNINGS  
Are you trying to finish a painting, some sewing,  
knitting or anything else? Come along to Whitestone 
Parish Main Hall and give yourself time to finish off your 
project. Enjoy tea/coffee and a chat while you work on 
your project or try a new skill. 
  TIME: 9.30 TO MIDDAY  COST: £2 PER SESSION 
Next meeting: Thursday May12th 
For further information contact Marian Durrant 01392 
811328 or Nikki Phillips 07763 879897 

 
FLOWER ARRANGEMENT CLASSES 
Classes continue on May 9th from 2.00 to 4.00pm in 
the Parish Hall. 
If you have not been before please contact Gill. 
There is a small charge approx. £4.00 
Contact Gill Oakey 811585 
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If you have any comments to make on the  
content, layout or any other matters concerning 
this magazine, please contact the Editor: 
 

Mrs Jennifer Kellagher, East Rowhorne,  
Nadderwater, Exeter  EX4 2LQ. 
Tel: 01392 273864.  
  
We always welcome any suggestions to im-
prove the magazine. 
 

If you wish to place an advertisement, please  
contact the editor for the current rates. 
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ANIMALS Ford Farm Dogs p8 Dog boarding 

  Louise Blades p10 Saddles, etc. 

  Purrfect Cats' Hotel p12 Cat boarding 

     

BUILDERS ACE Scaffolding p18 Scaffolding 

& HOMES Complete Mobile Valeting p10 Carpet/Upholstery cleaning 

 Exe Gas & Oil p18 Plumbing & Heating 

  Gareth J Clatworthy p10 Painter/Decorator 

  H G Talbot p10 Builder 

  Henry J Netherway p12 Carpenter 

  Homeworks p12 Home maintenance 

  Jonathan Miles p10 Chimney sweep 

  Newspace Architecture p16 Conversions/extensions, etc 

  Robert Williams p14 Estate Agent 

 
RM House & Commercial 
Clearance 

p8 House Clearance 

  Shed Repair p8 Shed Re-felting Service 

 Stephen Heathcote p10 Surveyer 

  Steve Gillard p14 Builder 

  Tim Allan & Daughters p14 House clearance, removals, etc 

  T P Wainwright p6 Builder 

  West Coast Windows p18 Windows 

     

ELECTRICAL SERVICES ACS Electrical Services p8 Rewires, maintenance, etc 

  Dartmoor PC p6 Computer service & repairs 

  Graham Cheriton p6 Contractor, Shows &  PA systems 

  Kevin Osborne p14 Aerials & satellite 

     

FARM & GARDEN Kevin Dinnis p4 Tractor work 

  Kevin Dinnis p16 Garden help 

  Laurence Blades p12 House & garden maintenance  

  Marlon Warren p12 Grass keep for sheep wanted 

  Mowers & Strimmers p4 Repairs 

    

FUNERAL SERVICES Crossways Woodland Burials p4 Burials 

  Fine Memorials p12 Memorials 

  LeRoy Funerals p10 Funerals 

  Mitchell Funeral Services p12 Funerals 

     

PERSONAL SERVICES  Castle support p18 Care 

 Ruby’s Mobile Foot Care p8 Foot Care 

  Sally White p16 Foot Health 

     

RETAIL SHOPS Bridge Books p4 Christian books, etc. 

  Tedburn Village Stores p6 Including mobile store  

    

SEWING Mary Belt p10 Curtains/Alterations 

    

STORAGE White Horse Self Storage p16 Self storage 
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